
1

Former UT student 
Colton Pitonyak may re-
ceive a new trial six years 
after being convicted of 
slaying Austin resident Jen-
nifer Cave at his West Cam-
pus apartment in 2005. 

Following a host of ill-
fated appeals made since 
Pitonyak’s conviction, the 
5th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, subordinate only 
to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
granted Pitonyak a hearing 
scheduled for April 22, ac-
cording to Joseph A. Turner 
and Christopher Perri, Pi-
tonyak’s attorneys.

“Our next step is prepar-
ing a brief that’s due on 
April 22. After that, the 
government will respond 
with their own brief. The 
court will either rule on 
the briefs alone or mandate 
oral argument,” Turner 
said, delineating his and 
Perri’s next step toward  

receiving a new trial for 
their client. 

Pitonyak is currently 
serving a 55-year pris-
on sentence for the 2005 
murder and mutilation of 
then-21-year-old Cave, 
who was found shot and 
dismembered in a bathtub 
at Pitonyak’s West Campus 
apartment. Former UT stu-
dent Laura Ashley Hall, a 
friend of Pitonyak’s who is 
described as his jealous lov-
er according to court docu-
ments, is currently serv-
ing a 10-year sentence for 
tampering with evidence. 
Both fled to Mexico follow-
ing the murder, and were 
apprehended by authori-
ties during their attempt to 
cross the border back into 
the U.S. 

In past appeals, Pitonyak’s 
lawyers claimed Hall mur-
dered Cave, not Pitonyak. 
According to his defense 
attorneys, Pitonyak was  

During an uncharacteristi-
cally heated meeting Wednes-
day, the UT System Board of 
Regents voted to continue an 
investigation of the UT Law 
School Foundation’s relation-
ship with the University.

In a narrow 4-3 vote, the 
board voted to conduct a new 

external review at the recom-
mendation of its Audit, Com-
pliance and Management Re-
view Committee.  

The specially called meet-
ing — held during a period of 
escalating tension between the 
regents, the Texas Legislature 
and President William Powers 
Jr. — featured many moments 
of conflict.

Several regents said they are 

concerned taxpayers’ money 
will be wasted on an addition-
al review, while Regent Steven 
Hicks referred to the $500,000 
price tag of an conducting an 
additional investigation as 
“beating a dead horse.” Hicks 
said the System has steered 
toward a board-driven entity 
in recent months, and he does 

Tents representing 
countries lined the Greg-
ory Plaza Wednesday at 
an event called Global 
Village to encourage stu-
dents to find internships 
abroad and promote  
cultural identity. 

The event, hosted by 
the Association Interna-
tionale des Etudiants en 
Sciences Economiques et 
Commerciales, consisted 

of tents representing dif-
ferent countries current 
students in the program 
traveled to, such as Nige-
ria, Italy and Egypt. The 
tents also provided infor-
mation on the culture in 
the respective countries 
and food samples.

“We want to promote 
cultural awareness and 
show UT students the dif-
ferent opportunities they 
have for studying abroad,” 
computer science sopho-
more Cindy Jaimez said. 

“UT is diverse and in or-
der to be culturally aware 
and to get along with 
them we need to under-
stand them.”

The association offers 
multiple types of intern-
ships, including the Glob-
al Internship, which is 78 
weeks long with a stipend. 
The association also offers 
the Global Community 
Development Program, 
which can last up to three 

When a drunk driver killed 
David Dewhurst, Jr., his 
3-year-old son, Lt. Gov. Da-
vid Dewhurst, was deprived 
of the opportunity to learn 
about his father’s past. Nearly 
60 years after the accident, 

Dewhurst learned his father 
led the final D-Day bomb-
ing run at Utah Beach during 
World War II.

“I always wanted to know 
more about my dad,” De-
whurst said Wednesday, 
tearing up. “I always wanted 
to know what I had missed 
by not having a father.”

Dewhurst’s father partici-
pated in the D-Day invasion 
on June 6, 1944. Speaking to 
a group of students enrolled 
in the Normandy Scholar 
Program on World War II, 
Dewhurst said his mother 
only told him and his sib-
lings that their father was a 
pilot during the war, but did 

not specify his duties. 
The invasion involved 

about 156,000 Allied troops 
in Normandy, France. 
Troops landed over a 50-
mile stretch of the French 
coast by air and by sea at 
Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno 
and Sword beaches.

The invasion was the 

largest amphibious inva-
sion in world history and 
is considered the turning 
point in World War II, giv-
ing the Allies the upper 
hand. The attack resulted 
in the loss of about 12,000 
Allied troops and between 
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Loan dealings still in question UT veterans 
find support, 
community 
after Iraq War

By Jordan Rudner

Tuesday marked the 10th 
anniversary of the initial in-
vasion of Iraq and the start of 
the Iraq War. 

Student veteran coordi-
nator Ben Armstrong said 
while the day offers an op-
portunity for remembrance 
and recognition for US citi-
zens, veterans’ experiences 
remain personal. 

“It’s not as easy as saying 
this is a day where we can 
sit around and talk about it,” 
Armstrong said. “We’re still 
too close to this war to ro-
manticize it or simplify it. It’s 
messy. It’s war.”

Armstrong is the coor-
dinator of the Student Vet-
eran Services Center, which 
opened in November 2011 
to assist with the transition 
for veterans from active duty 
into student life. Armstrong 
served as a corporal in the 
Marine Corps for five years. 
He said the center gives vet-
erans support when returning 
to civilian life. 

“Seven hundred some 
people scattered across this 
campus had to go out into a 
different culture  — put there 
by people who make deci-
sions — and did the best they 
could to adapt and overcome 
in their specific situation,” 
Armstrong said.

Philosophy senior Gary 
Romriell, a student veteran 

By Amanda O’Donnell

Stephanie Vanicek | Daily Texan Staff 
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Lt. Gov. Dewhurst shares WWII connection with students
By Joshua Fechter

By Zach Lozano

By Alberto Long

Amy Zhang
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Freshman 
English major 
Arati Warrier 
and sophomore 
Economics major 
Mitali Sathaye 
perform the 
Liquid Dance 
from “Slumdog 
Millionaire” rep-
resenting Nritya 
Sangam as part 
of Global Village. 

Event promotes study abroadNew evidence surfaces 
in West Campus murder
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William Powers Jr.  
UT President VOTE continues on page 2
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VIEWPOINT
Rick Perry has been 
governor of Texas longer 
than Vladimir Putin 
has been president of 
Russia. A proposed 
constitutional ammend-
ment will limit elected 
officials’ terms to two, 
but even if passed, Perry 
could seek two more.
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UT Health Science 
Center seminar
11 a.m. to noon at School 
of Pharmacy (PHR) 4.114
Feng Liu, PhD, professor 
of pharmacology 
at The University of 
Texas Health Science 
Center at San Antonio, 
presents a seminar titled 
“Adiponectin Biosynthesis, 
Signaling, and Function.”

Poster workshop
9-10:30 a.m. at the Flawn 
Academic Center (FAC) 
328 Poster-making 
workshops are open to any 
undergraduate who is in 
the process of creating a 
research poster. Emphasis 
is on drafting and revising. 
Previous attendance at 
a poster design class 
recommended.

INSIDE
NEWS
Sparked by Anne-Ma-
rie Slaughter’s “Can 
Women Have it All?” 
article, the Orange 
Jackets and Feminist 
Action Project host a 
panel. PAGE 5

SPORTS
Softball shortstop 
Taylor Thom has 
proven to be one of the 
Longhorn’s most consis-
tent players this season. 
PAGE 6

Baseball junior Mark 
Payton has excelled 
this season in the 
cleanup postition, post-
ing the team’s highest 
average. PAGE 6

Player to watch: 
Mike Davis skipped 
the NFL to return for his 
senior season, hoping 
to make magic on the 
gridiron. PAGE 6

LIFE&ARTS
No hangover cure 
exists, but that doesn’t 
mean scientists aren’t 
trying to find one.  
PAGE 10

Spring Breakers 
flashes with neon-
drenched action. It’s bet-
ter than you expected. 
PAGE 10

Bracket busting begins today, sans Horns; play with us @dailytexanonline.com

Texas drops first 
round game, sent 

home from CBI
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4,000 and 9,000 German 
troops, according to the D-
Day Museum’s website.

Dewhurst, 67, did not 
gain further knowledge 
about his father’s involve-
ment in the war until June 
7, 2007, the day after the 
63rd anniversary of the 
Normandy invasion, when 
he discovered a museum on 
Utah Beach with an exhibit 
detailing his father’s mis-
sion on D-Day.

“The memorial was to 
my dad and it had his pic-
ture. As you’d imagine, it 
was pretty emotional,” De-
whurst said. “I probably 
stood there for an hour. 
I couldn’t move, I just 
couldn’t move.”

Dewhurst said the events 
of that day prompted him 
to do two things: revitalize 

the museum, which he and 
his family have contributed 
millions of dollars to since 
that day, and to seek out the 
remaining members of his 
father’s outfit.

Dewhurst said he found 
four of them and, aside 
from asking about their 
experience of the war, he 
asked them to describe  
his father.

“Of course, not know-
ing him, I kept asking these 
four people that had flown 
with him, that had known 
him: how he acted, how he 
reacted, what kind of guy 
was he?” Dewhurst said. 
“Did he get mad? How did 
he handle himself? I knew 
that he occasionally smoked 
cigars: id he try to do that 
on bombing runs? Answer: 
no, but yes.”

Spending most of his talk 
relating the story about 
his father, Dewhurst said 
many people share similar 
stories. He told students in 

the program, who will visit 
Normandy in May after a 
semester dedicated to an in-
tense study of World War II, 

that visiting the battle sites 
and the Normandy Ameri-
can Cemetery and Memo-
rial will “make you proud to 

be an American.”
“It will remind you 

that freedom is not free,”  
Dewhurst said.
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Pearce Murphy | Daily Texan Staff 
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst shows a photo of Dinah Might to Normandy Scholars. Dinah Might was 
the B-26 Marauder flown by his father, Major David Dewhurst, Jr., during World War II.

months and deals with a 
specific issue in the com-
munity where the student 
is placed.

Students who studied 
abroad with the association 
were available to answer 
questions about the pro-
gram and tell stories of their 
study abroad experience. 

“I wanted to immerse 
myself in another cul-
ture and new experience,” 
psychology senior Kelsey 
Stewart said. “During my 
internship I was able to be a 
part of the AIESEC chapter 
in Nigeria, which was very 
receptive, and be in a pro-
gram where English was 
spoken while exploring ar-
eas of health in Africa.” 

Stewart said the event 
helped showcase how study-
ing abroad broadens per-
spectives and said the event 
helps in informing people 
about varying cultures. 

In addition to the 
booths representing a 
variety of countries, a 
free concert followed 
the event with music 
from the Arab Students 
Association and Atash, 
a Persian band, along 
with other groups. 

Biology freshman Kari 
Yanez said the event 

helped her obtain more 
information for her future 
plans to study abroad. 

“Events like this are 
very helpful, educational 
and informative,” Yanez 
said. “I don’t have to go 
out of my way to get in-
formation on something I 
hope to do as early as my 
junior year.” 

  — Cindy Jaimez,
 Computer Science sophomore

UT is diverse and 
in order to be  

culturally aware 
and to get along 

with them we need 
to understand 

them.

not approve of this shift.
“There have been times in 

the last two years where not 
only I have not been proud, 
I’ve been somewhat ashamed 
of being a UT regent, and 
that’s a real travesty to me,” 
Hicks said.

Regent Wallace Hall de-
fended the committee’s rec-
ommendation because he 
said the System continues 
to receive documents that 
were not included in an ini-
tial open records request he 
made recently. The open re-
cords request was far-reach-
ing, requesting boxes of Uni-
versity documents from the 
last 18 months.

In 2011, Powers asked 
Larry Sager, former dean of 
the School of Law, to resign 
after concerns arose regard-
ing the foundation’s forgiv-
able loan program. Though 
Sager received $500,000 
through the program, Pow-
ers has said he was not aware 
of the loan at the time it was 
made. At the meeting, Hall 
said he had discovered evi-
dence that Powers was aware 
of the forgivable loan and 
had chosen not to address 
the matter. Powers denied 
he had been anything less 
than transparent in his deal-
ings with the regents.

“Any implication that what 
occurred today is about not 
being transparent or forth-
coming with information to 
the System, or perhaps to the 
Regents, is simply false,” Pow-
ers said. “The [previous report 
conducted by System Gen-
eral Counsel Barry Burgdorf] 
looked into this. The Attorney 
General looked into this. The 
audit committee is now au-
diting. That’s still in progress. 
We have cooperated and been 
forthcoming with information 
at every stage.”

The Regents’ audit com-
mittee also recommended 
setting aside a previous re-
port on the foundation’s rela-
tionship with the University 
released last November.

Burgdorf, who announced 
his resignation earlier this 
month, wrote the report, 
which concluded that the  

forgivable loan program was 
conducted in a manner that 
was “not appropriate.” 

Regents Hall, Alex Cran-
berg, Paul Foster and Brenda 
Pejovich voted in the majority 
to continue the investigation 
with an external review, with 
regents Hicks, James Dan-
nenbaum and Robert Stillwell 
voting against continuing the 
review process.

The Texas Coalition for 
Excellence in Higher Educa-
tion, a lobbying group which 
describes itself as hoping to 
advance transparent dialogue 
and improve educational op-
portunities in the state, re-
leased a statement condemn-
ing the meeting as part of a 
“continued vendetta” against 
the University and its leaders. 

“These regents insist on 
undermining our institutions 
leaders and creating a culture 
of distrust and micromanage-
ment,” the statement read. 
“We applaud Regents Dan-
nenbaum, Stillwell and Hicks 
for speaking publicly about 
their concerns and resisting 
this effort.” 

Sen. Kel Seliger, R-Amarillo 
and co-chairman of the Joint 
Committee on Oversight of 
Higher Education Gover-
nance, Excellence, and Trans-
parency that was relaunched in 
February, said he understands 
the Regents’ responsibility to 
investigate the foundation, but 
he had questions about the 
specifics of the decision.

“I don’t think it’s unusual for 
the Regents to want to know 
the full story,” Seliger said. 
“Though I am curious as to 
why their first investigation 
has been found inadequate … 
I do think that it is very, very 
expensive, and I hope they’re 
going in with good advice and 
with a plan.” 

Tensions surrounding the 
Board of Regents have es-
calated in recent months. In 
February, after a meeting at 
which Powers was intensely 
questioned by the board, Lt. 
Gov. David Dewhurst and 
House Speaker Joe Straus re-
launched the Joint Oversight 
Committee. At the commit-
tee’s first meeting Tuesday, 
members requested informa-
tion from the system required 
to investigate allegations the 
board was “micromanaging” 
UT administration. 

Earlier this week, Pedro 
Reyes, executive vice chancel-
lor for academic affairs at the 
UT System, directed Pow-
ers to not delete any emails 
from electronic devices in or 
accessed by the Office of the 
President over the course of 
the audit review of the Law 
School Foundation.

The Texas Legislature also 
recently passed three reso-
lutions honoring Powers. 
In an emotional address on 
the Senate floor, Dewhurst 
condemned what he called 
“character assassination” plots 
launched against Powers and 
his family. 

In a statement, board 
chairman Gene Powell said 
these allegations “surely had 
to be the result of misinfor-
mation and were either in-
correct or inaccurate.” 

Powell, regent Printice Gary 
and student regent Ashley 
Purgason were not present at 
Wednesday’s meeting.

Emily Ng | Daily Texan Staff
Celeste Garvey-Petsch blows bubbles before a community drum circle at The Vortex on Wednesday.
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JERUSALEM — Presi-
dent Barack Obama said 
Wednesday that the Unit-
ed States is investigating 
whether chemical weapons 
have been deployed in Syria, 
but he’s “deeply skeptical” of 
claims by Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s regime that 
rebel forces were behind 
such an attack.

Both the Assad regime and 
Syrian rebels have accused 
each other of using chemi-
cal weapons in an attack on 
Tuesday that the government 
says killed 31 and wounded 
more than 100. But Obama 
suggested it’s more likely that 
if the weapons were used, the 
Syrian government was be-
hind the attack.

“We know the Syrian 
government has the capac-
ity to carry out chemical 
weapon attacks,” Obama 
said. “We know that there 
are those are in the Syrian 
government who have ex-
pressed a willingness to use 
chemical weapons if neces-
sary to protect themselves. 
I am deeply skeptical of any 
claim that in fact it was the 
opposition that used chem-
ical weapons. Everybody 
who knows the facts of the 
chemical weapons stock-
piles inside of Syria as well 
as the Syrian government 
capabilities, I think, would 
question those claims.”

DENVER — Colora-
do’s governor signed bills 
Wednesday that place 
new restrictions on fire-
arms, signaling a change 
for Democrats who have 
traditionally shied away 
from gun control in a 
state with a pioneer tra-
dition of gun ownership 
and self-reliance.

The legislation thrust 
Colorado into the nation-
al spotlight as a potential 
test of how far the coun-
try might be willing to go 
with new gun restrictions 

after the horror of mass 
killings at an Aurora mov-
ie theater and a Connecti-
cut elementary school.

Democratic Gov. John 
Hickenlooper signed 
bills that require back-
ground checks for private 
and online gun sales and 
ban ammunition maga-
zines that hold more than  
15 rounds.

The debate in the 
Democratic-control led 
Legislature was intense, 
and Republicans warned 
that voters would make 
Democrats pay. The bills 
failed to garner a single 
Republican vote.

The bills’ approval came 

exactly eight months af-
ter dozens of people were 
shot in Aurora, and a day 
after the executive direc-
tor of the state Correc-
tions Department, Tom 
Clements, was shot and 
killed at his home. Hick-
enlooper signed the leg-
islation right after speak-
ing with reporters about  
Clements’ slaying.

Hickenlooper said 
large-capacity magazines 
“have the potential to turn 
killers into killing ma-
chines.” He also said he 
realized some gun owners 
may be inconvenienced 
but that “the potential 
for damage seems to  

outweigh, significantly, the 
inconvenience that people 
would have,” he said.

The bills signal a his-
toric change for Demo-
crats in a state where 
owning a gun is as com-
mon as owning a car in 
some rural areas.

“He just slapped ru-
ral Colorado right in the 
face,” said Republican Sen. 
Brophy, who represents 
an eastern plains district. 
“They are overwhelming-
ly upset about this.”

Both bills take effect 
July 1. People who cur-
rently own larger-capacity 
magazines will be able to 
keep them.
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4IDEAL LOCATION

OU Law is ideally located for 
Texas residents. The campus is 
less than a two-hour drive 
from the Texas border.

4TOP RANKED

OU Law is nationally ranked in 
the top 15 percent of “Best 
Law Schools” and as a top 
15 “Best Value” by National 
Jurist magazine.

4HIGH JOB PLACEMENT 

OU Law surpassed the 
national job placement rate 
for law schools. In addition, 
the number of employers 
participating in this spring’s 
On-Campus Interview 
program has more than 
tripled over last year.

4WORLD EXPERIENCE

Students gain real-world 
legal experience through 
local, regional and 
national internships and 
externships, specifically for 
OU Law students. Global 
opportunities include the 
International Human Rights 
Clinic in 10 countries, Oxford 
Summer Program in England 
and Chinese Law Summer 
Program in Beijing.

OU LAW
Ranked as a top 15 “Best Value” 

Scan this QR code 
to email appfee@
law.ou.edu for an 
application fee 
waiver.
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Apply today 
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your application 

fee!
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NEWS 
BRIEFLY

Syria’s claims 
have Obama 
skeptical of 
legitimacy

By Matthew Lee

Associated Press

Colorado passes gun restrictions
By Ivan Moreno

Associated Press

Sudan leader plans 
to step down in 2015

KHARTOUM, Sudan 
— Sudan’s president said 
he intends to step down in 
2015 after more than 20 
years in power.

In an interview published 
in several Sudanese dailies 
on Wednesday, Omar al-
Bashir said the people of 
Sudan need a new leader.  
The International Criminal 
Court has charged al-Bashir 
with genocide and other 
crimes during the deadly 
conflict in Sudan’s western 
Darfur region. Despite an 
international warrant for 
his arrest, he has travelled 
to several friendly nations 
since he was indicted in 
open defiance of the court, 
which has no police force to 
arrest suspects.

Australia apologizes 
for forced adoptions

CANBERRA, Australia 
— Australian Prime Min-
ister Julia Gillard delivered 
a historic national apology 
in Parliament on Thursday 
to the thousands of unwed 
mothers who were forced by 
government policies to give 
up their babies for adoption 
over several decades.

The seven-member Senate 
committee began investigat-
ing the federal government’s 
role in forced adoption in 
2010 after the Western Aus-
tralian state parliament apol-
ogized to mothers and chil-
dren for the flawed practices 
in that state from the 1940s 
until the 1980s.

—Compiled from  
Associated Press Reports

Ed Andrieski
Associated Press

Colorado 
Gov. John 
Hickenlooper, 
right, is hugged 
by Rep. Rhonda 
Fields, D-Aurora, 
after he signed 
gun control bills 
into law at the 
Capitol in Denver 
on Wednesday. 
Fields was a co-
sponsor of bills 
on background 
checks and the 
size of ammuni-
tion magazines. 
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Joint degrees add options

LEGALESE | Opinions expressed in The Daily Texan 
are those of the editor, the Editorial Board or the 
writer of the article or cartoonist. They are not nec-
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Regents or the Texas Student Media Board of  
Operating Trustees.

SUBMIT A FIRING LINE | E-mail your Firing 
Lines to firingline@dailytexanonline.com.
Letters should be more than 100 and fewer than 
300 words. The Texan reserves the right to edit all 
submissions for brevity, clarity and liability. The 
Texan does not run all submissions.

RECYCLE | Please recycle this copy of The 
Daily Texan. Place the paper in one of the 
recycling bins on campus or back in the 
burnt-orange newsstand where you found it.

EDITORIAL TWITTER | Follow The Daily 
Texan Editorial Board on Twitter (@DTedito-
rial) and receive updates on our  
latest editorials and columns.

VIEWPOINT

We’ve had enough of Perry

Laura Wright

Daily Texan Columnist 

Groups make the college experience
Paulina Urbanowicz

Daily Texan Columnist 

 At UT freshman orientation, I, wide-eyed at all the 
possibilities, looked around the student organization 
fair at Gregory Gym. A sign bearing the words “Texas 
Women’s Ultimate” caught my eye. Today, four years 
later, I am a graduating senior whose semester is 
dominated by weekend excursions to places like Ten-
nessee and California. Ultimate Frisbee practices and 
tournaments fill my weekly planner. My team spends 
weekends throughout the semester traveling across 
the country, building team chemistry and improv-
ing our skills in preparation for the college series that 
takes place at the end of the spring semester. 

Ultimate Frisbee is an unusual, modern sport de-
veloped using the principles of other sports. You 
score in an end zone, running with the disc in your 
hand is considered travelling and you must establish a 
pivot foot when throwing. There are no referees, and 
calls are made and discussed by players on the field. 
This aspect helps create the fun-loving atmosphere 
that Ultimate Frisbee is known for. Additionally, a 
concept called “spirit of the game” is assessed by the 
way players behave toward each other on and off the 
field.

“It exposed me to a more diverse group of people 
and helped me make friends at a big school,” Trisha 
Talamantez, an MIS major and four-year team mem-
ber, said. “Getting involved with Ultimate also helped 
me build confidence during my college experience.” 
At a school as large as UT, having 20 girls at your 
side alleviates some of the stresses that college puts 
on students. Aside from school pressures, social 
problems and relationship issues in college are always 

hard. Going through these experiences is made much 
easier when your friends keep you distracted or force 
you to have dance parties. 

Current president of Texas Women’s Ultimate, se-
nior mechanical engineering major and four-year 
player Naomi Trang says, “Texas Ultimate [Frisbee] 
introduced me to a new group of people that I wouldn’t 
normally hang out with.” The program currently has 
members ranging from 18 to 29-years old, from me-
chanical engineering and nursing undergraduates to 
graduate law students.

The skills we learn through getting involved in 
more than the required coursework at school provides 
students with a broad variety of skills that we can take 
into our professional careers. My physical ability to 
sustain the challenge of strategically running after a 
plastic disc all day is unlikely to help any job inter-
view I attend. My time management from demanding 
practice and travel schedules, however, will improve 
my ability to balance various tasks and challenges 
at work. My experience cooperating and effectively 
communicating with 20 completely different person-
ality types will help my ability to create an environ-
ment conducive to teamwork and productivity. 

Whether it is a club sport, a student organization or 
the Greek community, students should expand their 
horizons and take advantage of out-of-classroom 
opportunities while they are available. A tight-knit 
community in the sea of our student body becomes a 
blessing when you need emotional support, or friend-
ly and familiar faces to see on campus. 

Urbanowicz is a geography senior from Houston. 

Lauren Moore | Daily Texan Cartoonist

 On March 17, Sacha Kopp, an associate dean in the College 
of Natural Sciences, sent out an email to all CNS students ask-
ing them to give their opinion on the creation of a new degree a 
Bachelor of Science and Arts (abbreviated BSA). The proposed 
degree would allow students to join “a core experience in math/
science” with a certificate program or minor from another col-
lege. “The idea is to put together a proposal that allows students 
to marry a math/science discipline with something else of their 
choosing,” Kopp said. 
 Kopp, who has led the initiative, said conversations with stu-

dents inspired him to propose the new degree plan. He remem-
bers in particular a young woman who had majored in physics 
and realized close to graduation that she’d rather pursue a career 
in industry than in academic research. She believed she lacked the 
necessary business skills, yet she didn’t have the time to complete 
both her physics-major degree plan and the courses required for a 
Business Foundations certificate. 
 “At the same time, it wasn’t the case that every last aspect of 

her physics degree was vital to her career plan. Lots of aspects of 
physics are useful in a technology world … but maybe not all the 
coursework in physics is absolutely essential for a Bachelors of Sci-
ence degree,” Kopp explained. 
 Had the student had available the option of completing a BSA 

degree, however, she would have been able to earn her degree in 
physics by completing a core science and math “component” that 
consisted of 48 hours of credit in math and science determined by 
the physics department. The rest of her degree would consist of 30 
hours of non-science core requirements, 24 hours of electives and 
15-18 hours of a minor or a certificate program. Those are a lot of 
numbers, but they add up to one thing: more flexibility to pursue 
her other interests while earning her physics degree. 
 Why is this proposed new degree in the College of Natural Sci-

ences a big deal? Because if the effort succeeds, it could inspire 
other colleges to make their degrees (and their minors and cer-
tificate programs) less confusing and more suitable for students’ 
needs and desires. The proposed BSA degree would require 15-18 
hours in a minor or certificate program. Right now, the definition 
of “minor” varies widely across the campus, with individual col-
leges determining what constitutes a minor. A biology minor in 
the College of Engineering is not the same as a biology minor in 
the College of Liberal Arts or a biology minor in the College of 
Communication. A biology minor doesn’t even exist in the College 
of Natural Sciences, where students are not allowed to have minors 
at all, although they do have a wide range of certificate programs 
available to them. 
 To add insult to injury, because of the variation in minor re-

quirements across UT, minors don’t even appear on transcripts. 
The Biological Sciences Advising Center does, however, note on its 
website, “If you want to take enough courses to have the equivalent 
of a minor (typically 12 hours, six of which are upper division), you 
can do that and claim to have the equivalent of a minor on your 
resume, but your UT transcript will ONLY state that you had a 
major in biology.” Great. If I take the equivalent of a Spanish major 
(liberal arts classes are open to all students, after all), can I claim 
that on my resume too?
 The new BSA degree doesn’t deal specifically with the standard-

ization of minors, but it does encourage degrees that are modu-
lar, or that have a core curriculum component, a major compo-
nent and a minor component. Kopp also stated that the minors 
students would complete as part of a BSA degree then appear on 
transcripts.
 Though the BSA would only be offered to students inside the 

College of Natural Sciences, I hope that the effort Kopp has made 
in proposing the degree influences other colleges to look at similar 
measures. Not only has Kopp put forth a great proposal, he’s also 
been proactive in seeking student input. He has held focus groups 
and encouraged the Natural Sciences Council to host a town hall 
on the issue (which will be held next Monday, March 25).  
 Before the degree is added to the catalog, it must be approved 

by a University-wide curriculum council, faculty council and the 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. That’s plenty of levels 
at which to start a University-wide conversation about how we can 
make our degree plans less byzantine and more flexible. 
Wright is a Plan II and biology junior from San Antonio.

Rick Perry has been governor of Texas longer than 
Vladimir Putin has been president of Russia. When Perry 
was first sworn in, most UT seniors were 10 or 11 years 
old. The nation had just survived Bush v. Gore, if you can 
remember that far back. 

“Gov. Perry has always said that Texas voters are the best 
determiners of how long they want an individual to serve 
in office,” Josh Havens, deputy press secretary in the gov-
ernor’s office, said in an email.

A majority of the members of the Texas Senate, however, 
appear to disagree. Specifically, they don’t want to allow 
some statewide Texas officeholders, including governors, 
to be eligible to seek election for three consecutive terms.

On March 19, the Senators voted 27-4 to pass Senate 
Joint Resolution 13, legislation which, if the House passes 
a similar measure, proposes to Texas voters a constitution-
al amendment limiting some statewide elected officials, 
including governors, to two consecutive terms in office.

Sen. Kevin Eltife, R-Tyler, who sponsored the bill, said 
in an email response, “I have always believed term limits 
are good public policy. With term limits you have more 
open seats, which brings more debate and fresh ideas to 
the political process. I believe someone should serve in 
office for a limited amount of time and return to the pri-
vate sector or seek a different public office. The majority 
of states have term limits on their governor and lieutenant 
governor offices. I did not file the bill due to any of our 

current statewide officials. I filed it because I believe it is 
in the best interest of our state.” He addressed Gov. Perry’s 
position about voters making decisions, writing, “In my 
opinion it is important to let the voters have a say on term 
limits. The Legislature is not ordering term limits; we are 
allowing the voters of Texas to decide if they want term 
limits.”

If voters choose to add the proposed term limit amend-
ment to the Texas Constitution, however, Perry won’t face 
immediate ouster or even any barrier to running for an-
other term. Instead, the Senate resolution calls for the gov-
ernor to be “grandfathered” into the term-limits so only 
future terms he pursues would be counted against his two-
term limit.

That means that under the proposed amendment, Per-
ry would be allowed to seek two additional terms. That’s 
right: Perry, Texas governor for a total of five terms span-
ning two decades. That’s not counting the two additional 
years that Perry, previously lieutenant governor, spent as 
governor after George W. Bush left Texas for the White 
House in 2000.

Eltife denies he authored the legislation to target Perry. 
“No way, shape or form it has anything to do with Rick 
Perry. I just think government is better served with term 
limits,” Eltife said in an interview published in the San An-
tonio Express News. The same article quotes Rice Univer-
sity political science professor Mark Jones, who referenced 

the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s four terms elect-
ed to the Oval Office. Jones says that political longevity 
inspired the U.S. Congress to pass the 22nd Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution, limiting subsequent U.S. presi-
dents to two terms. “Just as FDR’s unprecedented tenure 
in office helped generate support for a two-term limit for 
the U.S. president, Perry’s equally unprecedented tenure 
has bolstered the efforts of term limits advocates in Texas,” 
Jones told the Express News.

Twenty-two years of Perry is scary. The state has al-
ready suffered enough. Perhaps not compared to the rest 
of the nation in terms of the economy — thanks largely 
to a local oil and gas boom that coincided with the global 
recession — but consider the missed opportunities that 
resulted from Perry’s grandstanding for political points 
to Texans’ health care, higher education and road safety. 
Fewer women and low-income Texans have health cover-
age because of his decisions. Texas public university stu-
dents have good reason to wonder if their regents, whom 
he appointed to oversee their respective schools, got those 
jobs because they would be good at them or because they 
were good at donating to Perry’s campaigns. Texans take 
their lives into their hands every time they drive on state 
roads, which they must share with those who text behind 
the wheel, thanks to the governor’s veto of a ban on texting 
while driving. When we think about it, a single term more 
for Perry is one too many.
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Five women offered vary-
ing viewpoints on whether 
women can have it all, and 
they all agreed that the an-
swer is not so definitive.

A panel titled “Can 
Women Have it All?” dis-
cussed the meaning of the 
question and the chal-
lenges women face in the 
21st century. The event 
was hosted by the Orange 
Jackets and the Feminist 
Action Project, and the five 
women shed knowledge on 
how to balance work and 
life experiences. 

Panelist Jennifer Speer, 
associate director of com-
munication for the Division 
of Recreational Sports, said 
having it all is a complex 
and changing definition.

“It means being happy 
and balanced, but that has 
changed greatly throughout 
my life and will continue to 
change,” Speer said.

Jill Kolasinski, founder 

of the Knowledge is Power 
Project, a nonprofit group 
of schools that promotes 
smaller class sizes and 
strong communities among 
students, said the work-life 
balance approach is a fallacy. 

“I feel like I’ve accom-
plished so much that it’s OK 
for me to let go right now of 
those 80 hours work weeks,” 
Kolasinski said. “I was CEO 
for 10 years, I stepped 
down, and now I’m Mom. 
I know when my kids are 
ready and I’m ready, I will 
go back out there and I have 
faith that my life will lead 
me in that way. But, I do 
still work at the very mini-
mum because I need that 
mental stimulation.“

Orange Jackets hosts the 
Week of Women as a way 
to engage in events that 
discuss women’s issues and 
highlight female achieve-
ments and presence on 
campus. Alyssa Davis, Plan 
II honors senior and Or-
ange Jackets vice president, 
said the event has been a 

tradition for the past 10 
years.

“I think this topic is es-
pecially relevant in today’s 
society,” Davis said. “The 
question is can women have 
it all, especially when the 
expectation is to balance a 
career and have a family.”

Rosa Rasales, a mother of 
six and an employee at Taco 
Cabana in the Student Activ-
ity Center as well as UT cus-
todial services, said it’s been 
a struggle as a single mother 
for the past two years, but 
she has faith that things are 
going to get better.

“I work from 6:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at Taco Ca-
bana and 2:30 p.m. to 11:30 
p.m. as housekeeper at 
the SAC on Mondays and 
Tuesdays,” said Rasales. 
“Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays, I work from 6 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and then 
I watch my kids play soc-
cer — but I find time to do 
Zumba. It’s hard, but if you 
want to do something, you 
can do it.”

NEWS 5

a real world job 
to jump-start a real world career

The largest college media agency in the nation,
Texas Student Media, is looking for a few goal-driven
college students to work in our Advertising department!

We have the following positions available:

• Account Executive 
• Advertising Intern

Benefits:
• Full training
• Flexible schedule
• Fun environment
• Located on campus
• Paid position available

TEXAS
STUDENT

MEDIA

1

FEBRUARY 23, 2011

an advertising special edition of The Daily Texan

INSIDE
> SAVE SPACE and DECORATE using these tips pg. 3-4> SPICE UP your new pantry with four simple ingredients pg. 9> YOUR GO-TO GUIDE for today’s Housing Fair pg. 10-11

Email your resume to:

advertise@texasstudentmedia.com 
and call (512) 471-1865 for more information

Do you have what it takes? 

Apply today!
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Real drive.

Unreal destination.

As an intern, you’re eager to put  

what you’ve learned to the test.  

At Ernst & Young, you’ll have the  

perfect testing ground. There are 

plenty of real work challenges.  

Along with real-time feedback  

from mentors and leaders. You’ll  

also get to test what you learn.  

Even better, you’ll get experience  

to learn where your career may  

lead. Visit ey.com/internships.  

See More | Opportunities 
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who was medically dis-
charged, said prior to his 
deployment in 2004 as an 
infantry soldier, he did 
not fully understand the 
combat experience.

“I was going to become 
special forces and all that,” 
Romriell said. “Then I went 
to Iraq and I decided ‘No, 
I’m going to college.’”

Romriell said the media 
tends to emphasize anniver-
sary days as an opportunity 
for political promotion or 
monetary gain.

“We remember the experi-
ences and maintain our own 
pride internally,” Romriell 
said. “I learned to appreciate 
that no matter what our po-
litical perspective, every war 

is both horrible and a possible 
force for change — for good.”

Armstrong said that each 
soldier has their own ghosts, 
skeletons and memories.

“With or without this day 
set aside for acknowledge-
ment, the different experi-
ences of the veterans will 
always be with them,” Arm-
strong said.

Biology senior Amy 
Prichard, a Student Veteran 
Services Center manage-
ment team member, said 
Army medicine made his-
tory by leaving a fully func-
tional hospital with the gov-
ernment of Iraq during her 
service as a captain in the 
Medical Service Corps. 

“It obviously makes me 
sad to point out the futility 
in all of it, but my individ-
ual opinion doesn’t matter,” 
Prichard said. “Geopoliti-
cally what was happening 

was what was happening. 
Regardless of whether or 
not I agree or disagree I feel 
good about what I did, and 
I feel good about what my 
hospital did, and the people 
we took care of. That’s what I 
have to keep.” 

CAMPUS

Debby Garcia | Daily Texan Staff 
Brandelyn Flunder, an assistant director of the multicultural center, discusses the issues women face 
achieving a work-life balance during the panel at the Recreational Sports Center on Wednesday night. 

By Alexandra Dubinsky

Women talk work-life balance

under the influence of al-
cohol and Xanax the night 
of the murder and has no 
recollection of the incident. 

“Pitonyak couldn’t form 
any memories. To this day, 
he’s looking, trying to fig-
ure out what happened. 
He even wanted to get a 
hypnotist. I don’t think 
he understands that even 
hypnosis can’t make you 
recall a memory that was 
never formed,” Perri said. 

Pitonyak’s council now 
claims to have acquired 
previously withheld ex-
culpatory evidence which 
suggests Hall confessed to 
murdering Cave while in 
prison. Pitonyak’s attor-
neys now have signed af-
fidavits from two inmates, 
Christie Freeman and 
Olena Grayson, claiming 
Hall confessed to killing 
and dismembering Cave. 
The same affidavits claim 
that Hall expressed hatred 
toward Cave because of an 

instance of infidelity in-
volving Hall’s boyfriend. 

According to her af-
fidavit, Grayson claims 
to have remembered Hall 
displaying an unsettling 
lack of remorse regarding 
the murder and claiming 
“the only eerie part was the 
sound of cutting through 
the bone.” 

The 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals agreed 
to review Pitonyak’s case 
based on claims that an 
investigatory arm of the 
state withheld the exculpa-
tory evidence containing 
Hall’s confessions during 
his initial trial in 2007. 
Pitonyak’s attorneys were 
granted a hearing based on 
a subsequent “Brady viola-
tion,” which according to 
an official court document 
filed on March 12 is “per-
plexing and [deserving] of 
further review.” 

“If there’s anything to 
be learned from this, it’s 
that we should always put 
accuracy over finality,” 
Turner said. “When there’s 
substantial evidence that 
undermines confidence 

in the verdict, then it de-
serves a new trial … evi-
dence wasn’t turned over 
to the defense? It deserves 
a new trial so that we can 
get it right. We do not want 
to have innocent people 
sitting around in prison. 
There’s too many of them 
as it is. Too many.”

Travis County District 
Attorney Rosemary Lehm-
berg has said her office 
stands by Pitonyak’s con-
viction, but has agreed to 
allow additional DNA test-
ing regarding the case. 

Tim Copeland, Hall’s 
attorney, could not be 
reached for comment. 

IRAQ
continues from page 1

TRIAL
continues from page 1

Colton Pitonyak  
Convicted murderer

  — Gary Romriell,
Philosophy senior

I learned to 
appreciate that no 
matter what our 

political perspective, 
every war is both 

horrible and a 
possible force for 

change — for good.
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HOUSTON — To keep 
their season alive, the Long-
horns had their work cut 
out for them from the onset 
Wednesday night. In the end, 
Houston proved to be too 
much for Texas, winning 73-
72 to knock the Longhorns out 
of the CBI.

“It’s a disappointment,” head 
coach Rick Barnes said. “You 
are what you are and we ended 
up being 16-18.”

Down one point with five 
seconds remaining, Texas had 
a chance to take the lead but 
Julien Lewis was unable to 
connect on a jumper to give 
Texas the edge. Lewis scored 
a career-high 25 points but the 
Longhorns could not keep up.

Already down one player 
after sophomore Jaylen Bond 
announced he would transfer, 
Texas lost another when Cam-
eron Ridley exited with an 
respiratory infection just five 

When junior short-
stop Taylor Thom steps on 
the field, teammates and 
fans alike know what to  
expect: consistency. 

She gives No. 9 Texas con-
sistent effort at shortstop, 
consistently strong at-bats 
that total 31 runs and 38 RBIs 
so far this season, and a fairly 
consistent long ball that has 
accounted for 18 extra-base 
hits. But Thom’s consistency 
goes beyond her play to her 
attitude. Amidst the swishing 
blonde ponytail and piercing 

blue eyes, Thom consistently 
displays a smile and character 
that motivate her teammates.

“It’s great to see her playing 
so confidently,” third base-
man Taylor Hoagland said 
of Thom. “We want to be big 
and let nothing by us. And 
then at the plate, I can always 
ask [Thom] what she is seeing 
or what I should watch for.”

After a strong freshman 
season which showed Thom’s 
potential, her sophomore 
year proved less satisfying. 
Thom found herself distract-
ed, dropping her batting aver-
age nearly six points, bringing 
in just over half as many runs 

as her first season and nearly 
losing her home run reputa-
tion.

But come off-season, Thom 
didn’t fold. She used her 2012 
results to fuel a fiery return.

“As freshmen, nobody has 
a scouting report and they 
go crazy,” head coach Connie 
Clark said. “As a sophomore, 
scouting reports are out and 
there are some frustrations 
that set in at times — we just 
try to work through those. By 
the time they’re juniors, they 
understand the big-picture 
view of the game and how 

6 SPTS
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MEN’S BASKETBALL SIDELINE

Elisabeth Dillon | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman Demarcus Holland reacts to Wednesday night’s 73-72 loss to Houston in the first round of the College Basketball 
Invitational. The Longhorns finished the season 16-18 in the worst season under head coach Rick Barnes. 

By Nick Cremona

Season over for Longhorns

SEASON continues on page 7

Ibeh puts up career-high numbers, not enough to overcome Cougars

FOOTBALL

Jan. 10 marked a bit of 
a mental tug-of-war for  
Mike Davis. 

On one side pulled the NFL 
and the prospect of starting 
his professional career. Texas 
held fast on the other side 
of the rope, holding the op-
portunity of a senior season 
to shine and the chance for a  
Biletnikoff Award. 

At the day’s start, it ap-
peared he would choose the 
NFL, as Davis announced his 
decision to enter the draft to 
ESPN. But by dusk, he had 
changed his mind.

“I am sorry for any confu-
sion today,” Davis said in a 

statement. “I want everyone 
to know that I’m coming 
back for my senior year.”

Marked as the second-best 
wide receiver and 13th-best 
prospect in the nation at Sky-
line High School in Dallas, 
Davis strode onto the Forty 
Acres and made an impact 
immediately. He started five 
games as a freshman and ap-
peared in six more, becoming 
the third player in school his-
tory to rack up several 100-
yard receiving games in his 
first year. 

The bar was set high for his 
sophomore season. Despite 
glimpses of greatness, Davis 
struggled with inconsistency, 
dropping balls and battling 
mental blocks. He was still 
named to the Biletnikoff 
watch list and led the team in 
receptions, but he wasn’t sat-
isfied with his performances.

“For whatever reason I felt 
like he had lost a lot of con-
fidence,” head coach Mack 
Brown said during spring 
2012. “And then when he 
wasn’t playing as well, or 
dropped some balls, it both-
ered him. The expectations 
were so high.”

Not ready to leave;
Magic Mike returns

BASEBALL

Payton excelling in cleanup spot

Jorge Corona
Daily Texan  
file photo

Junior Mark 
Payton bats 
against 
Nebraska in 
February. Payton 
has been suc-
cessfull in the 
cleanup position 
all season, cur-
rently posting a 
.406 batting  
average with  
15 RBI. 

Mark Payton does not have 
the body type of a traditional 
cleanup hitter.

At 5-foot-8 and 180 pounds, 
he is the smallest player on the 
roster. That being said, nobody 
in the Texas lineup has made a 
bigger impact this season than 
the junior right fielder.  

“Mark Payton has always 
been a very positive impact 
on the team because he plays 
the game and practices the 
game with a passion for it and 
respect for it,” head coach Au-
gie Garrido said. “He’s very 
talented and very consistent in 
his focus on being the best. He 
leads in his own way; he’s not 
a very verbal guy but he leads 
by his performance and he’s 

probably the most consistent 
offense performer we have.”

Payton has thrived since 
moving to the four-hole at 
the start of the season, as he 
leads the team with a .406 
batting average (only seven 
players in UT history have hit 
over .400 in a season), eight 
extra base hits and 15 RBIs 

By Peter Sblendorio

PAYTON continues on page 7

SOFTBALL

Thom brings consistency to game
By Jori Epstein

THOM continues on page 7

Editor’s note: Senior wide 
receiver Mike David is the 
second of five “Players to 
Watch” who will be featured 
leading up to the Orange-
White scrimmage Mar. 30. 
The third, Steve Edmond, 
will be published Monday.

PLAYERS

TO W
ATCH

By Rachel Thompson 

NBA

WARRIORS

SPURS

JAZZ

ROCKETS

NETS

MAVERICKS

“That moment 
when something 

drops and you 
make an out of this 
world catch >>>> 
#swagg #athlete 
#superpowers”

Joe 
Bergeron

@LL_Cool_Joe24

TOP TWEET

Swimming/Diving 
heads to NCAAs

SPORTS 
BRIEFLY

The No. 9 Longhorns 
will take the pool for 
NCAA Championship 
competition Thursday 
in Indianapolis. Texas 
will be represented by 
10 individual swim-
mers, two divers and five  
relay teams.

Texas has won seven 
national team champi-
onships and finished at 
No. 9 in 2012. Prelimi-
nary competition starts 
at 10 a.m. with finals  
beginning at 6 p.m.

Senior swimmers Laura 
Sogar and Kelsey Amund-
sen along with senior 
diver Shelby Cullinan will 
be making their fourth, 
and final appearances at 
the national competition  
this year.  

Redshirt junior Maren 
Taylor is the other diver 
that will join Cullinan in 
Indiana this weekend. 

Juniors Sarah Denning-
hoff, Ellen Lob, Lily Mold-
enhauer and Samantha 
Tucker along with sopho-
mores Gretchen Jaques, 
Kaitlin Pawlowicz, Skylar 
Smith, and Kelsey La-
Neave will also represent 
Texas as individuals, each 
swimming three races.

Texas’ five relay teams 
are seeded in the top 12 
or greater going into the 
meet. Senior Bethany 
Adams and junior Alex 
Hooper will serve as  
relay alternates.

—Brittany Lamas

Elisabeth Dillon | Daily Texan file photo
Receiver Mike Davis makes a catch against TCU in 2012. 
Davis skipped on the NFL to return for his senior season. 

DAVIS continues on page 7

Freshman OL  
out for spring

Wednesday evening, 
freshman Jake Raulerson 
under went an emer-
gency appendectomy. 
The Celina, Texas native, 
who splits his time on 
both offense and defense, 
will miss the remain-
der of spring practices.  
According to head athel-
tic trainer for football 
Kenny Boyd, Raulerson 
is expected to make a  
full recovery. 

—Sara Beth Purdy

TEXAS HOUSTON72 73VS.

game breakdown
First Half: Cameron Ridley won the tip for Texas, which missed three shots on its 

opening possession before Houston’s Joseph Young assisted Danuel House on an alley-
oop that put the Cougars on the scoreboard 2-0. Ridley, making his second straight 
start, left the game after just five minutes with an upper respiratory infection. The Long-
horns were held to 32.4 percent shooting and were out-rebounded 34-24 in the first 20 
minutes as Young’s game-high 12 points had the Cougars leading, 37-31, at halftime.

Second half: Texas scored the first seven points of the second half to take a one-point 
lead and extended it to its largest of the game, 62-56, with six minutes left. An 11-0 run 
by Houston quickly erased that lead but Julien Lewis helped the Longhorns claw their 
way back before Myck Kabongo knocked down a pair of free throws with 52 seconds 
left to put Texas on top, 72-71. House hit a jumper with 17 seconds left to give Houston 
a 73-72 advantage and Lewis, who scored 19 of his career-high 25 points in the second 
half, missed a potentially game-winning shot from the foul line in the final seconds.

stock up

Prince Ibeh: The 6-foot-10 
freshman set career highs in 
points (12), rebounds (11) and 
blocks (five). He scored 10 points 
in his previous six games com-
bined, including three scoreless 
contests. A 34.4 percent shooter 
from the free throw line entering 
Wednesday, Ibeh connected on 
four of eight tries from the char-
ity stripe — despite airballing 
one in the first half.

stock DOWN

Texas basketball: The Long-
horns finished this season with a 
dismal record of 16-18, by far their 
worst under longtime head coach 
Rick Barnes. They could not man-
age to pick up a win even in the CBI, 
the third-most prestigious post-
season tournament in college bas-
ketball. Myck Kabongo will likely 
declare for the NBA Draft after two 
seasons at Texas but the Longhorns 
should return everyone else in what 
should be a better 2013-14 season.—Christian Corona
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AD RUNS 

ONLINE FOR 

FREE!
word ads only

VEHICLES FOR SALE

100 Vehicles Wanted

cash for cars 
running or not
 512-914-1877

HOUSING RENTAL

360 Furn. Apts.
the Perfect sPot! Five min-
utes to campus, with pool, UT 
shuttle/Metro, shopping, park-
ing, gated patio.

Century Plaza Apts. 4210 Red 
River (512)452.4366

Park Plaza and Park Court 
Apts. 915 & 923 E. 41st St. 
(512)452.6518

V. I. P. Apts. 101 E. 33rd St. 
(512)476.0363

apartmentsinaustin.net 

370 Unf. Apts.
noW Pre-Leasing in West 
caMPus Studios and 1 bed-
rooms available for Summer or 
Fall move-in. 

Starting at $725!!! Most bills 
paid!!!

Red Oak Apts located at 2104 
San Gabriel St.

Envoy Apts located at 2108 San 
Gabriel St.

Diplomat Apts located at 1911 
San Gabriel St.

Barranca Square Apts located at 
910 W. 26th St.

Montage Apts located at 2812 
Rio Grande

Office hours M-F 8:30-5:00. 
Please visit us at www.wsgaus-
tin.com, call 512.499.8013 or 
email wsgaustin@yahoo.com 

noW Pre-Leasing in hYDe 
ParK Studios, 1 bedrooms & 2 
bedrooms available for Summer 
or Fall move-in.

Starting at $675!! Most bills 
paid!!!

Le Marquee Apts located at 302 
W. 38th St.

Monticello Apts located at 306 
W. 38th St.

Melroy Apts located at 3408 
Speedway

Office hours M-F 8:30-5:00. 
Please visit us at www.wsgaus-
tin.com, call 512.499.8013 or 
email wsgaustin@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

560 Public Notice
We Want to aDoPt! Happily 
married couple wishes to adopt 
a newborn baby through an 
Open Adoption. All the choices 
are yours! We can be reached 
at 910-603-0626 or 1-800-581-
6131. You may also wish to view 
our website at: iheartadoption.
org/kara.randy for more infor-
mation. 

EMPLOYMENT

766 Recruitment

$5,500-$10,000 
PaiD egg Do-

nors
All Races Needed. SAT>1100/
ACT>24/GPA>3.0 N/Smokers, 
Ages 18-27 Reply to: info@egg-
donorcenter.com

780 Employment Services
noW hiring JIMMY JOHN’S 
is looking for clean cut team 
members with high energy and 
a great attitude. We hire our 
managers from within and are 
always looking for team mem-
bers with the potential to step 
up to more responsibility. Jim-
my John’s offers flexible hours 
around lunch and dinner shifts, 
and we can schedule shifts 
around your school hours. Ap-
ply in person at 601 W. MLK or 
3203 Red River St. 

790 Part Time
BartenDing! $300/DAY PO-
TENTIAL

No experience necessary. Train-
ing available. Age 18+. 800-965-
6520 ext. 113 

heLPer neeDeD
Longhornbid.com is looking 
for UT students to help with 
on-campus ad-stand advertise-
ment. $8/hour. Email resume 
or inquire at info@longhornbid.
com

791 Nanny Wanted
WeeK on / WeeK off No 
weekends! Drive to & pick-up 
from school plus after school 
activities. Done by 5pm most 
days. NW Hills Area Austin-
Texas78731@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

870 Medical
BecoMe an egg Donor Give 
a miracle with egg donation. 
Become a Texas Fertility Center 
Egg Donor. See how to qualify 
and receive compensation for 
your time.

www.txeggdonor.com or call 
888-my-donor. 512-451-0149 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE

Sell Textbooks
BooKs Susannah was a young 
woman in love. She loved Der-
ek, gossip, snooping, chocolate 
mousse and romantic fantasies. 
She was bound to get into trou-
ble in Clumsy Hearts, a slightly 
misguided romance, by Hyste-
ria Molt. Available via Amazon.
com. 571-235-7182 

PERSONALS

Lost & Found
Lost goLD ring W eMeraLD. 
Emerald cut, rectangular mount. 
Possibly in dirt yard/plants of 
The Natural Gardener. $500 re-
ward. 832-715-1242 

Donors average $150 per specimen.
Apply on-line

www.123Donate.com

Seeks College-Educated Men
18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program

DailyTexanClassifieds.com

SEE WHAT OUR

ONLINE 
SYSTEM

has to offer, 
and place  

YOUR Ad  

NOW!
dailytexanclassifieds.com

minutes into the game.
With two big men out of 

commission the job of con-
trolling the post fell to Prince 
Ibeh, a player not known for 
his offensive aptitude. How-
ever, Ibeh rose to the challenge 
and recorded career highs. The 
freshman scored 12 points, 
pulled down 11 rebounds and 
blocked five shots. 

“I knew I had to step up 
when Cameron went out,” 
Ibeh said. “I guess we assumed 
we were going to win and that 
it was just going to happen. We 

can’t assume that. We’ve got to 
make that happen. That’s what 
we’ve got to learn.” 

Ibeh presented a challenge 
for the Houston post players, 
and worked his way to the free 
throw line several times. His 
shooting was less than stel-
lar as he went 4-of-8 from the 
line, but with each trip to the 
line, Ibeh forced the Cougars 
deeper into foul trouble.

The Cougars had four play-
ers reach double-digit point 
totals and scored nine points 
off turnovers and 11 more on 
the fast break. Joseph Young 
was especially effective against 
the Longhorns’ zone defense, 
hitting four of the five Cou-
gars’ made three-pointers. 

“We knew we had to get 
back in transition fast against 
these guys,” Lewis said. “We did 
do a better job getting back in 
the second half, but we have to 
get better at finishing games.”

Myck Kabongo put up 17 
points and dished out six as-
sists. The Longhorns’ leading 
scorer Sheldon McLellan got 
off to a slow start and stayed 
cold from behind the three 
point line as he missed all five 
of his three point attempts.

For the first time since 1997-
98, the Longhorns finish their 
season with a losing record.

“One thing I hope our guys 
learn from this year is how fine 
a line it is between winning 
and losing,” Barnes said. 

SEASON
continues from page 6
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through 20 games.  This 
comes after serving as the 
Longhorns’ primary leadoff 
hitter in 2012, when be bat-
ted .322 with five home runs  
and 29 RBIs. 

Despite moving down to 
a power spot in the lineup, 
Payton utilizes his speed 
and ability to manufacture 
runs as if he were still at the 
top of the lineup. The junior 
leads the team with four 
sacrifice hits this season and 
has converted on both of his  
stolen base attempts.

“No matter where you 
place in the lineup, it’s all 
about what type of player 
you are,” Payton said. “Most 
coaches are going to want 
the big, powerful guy in 
the four hole, but [Garrido] 
told me to just go up there 
and bat like I’m a leadoff 
man and just do my job. 

[He said] work counts like 
you’re a leadoff guy and just 
be yourself and don’t try to 
be a cleanup guy.”

Texas players have been 
impressed by Payton’s tor-
rid start to the season, and 
they believe that he is one 
of the cornerstones of the 
Longhorns’ offense.

“He’s been awesome,” 
junior third baseman Er-
ich Weiss said. “He’s the 
leader in average and RBIs. 
He’s just been the guy to 
get on base when you need 
someone to get on base, 
and it’s just been awesome 
how he’s started off the  
season so far.” 

In addition to his offen-
sive production, Payton has 
been a key component of the 
Texas defense in 2013. Play-
ing alongside left fielder Tay-
lor Stell and center fielder 
Weston Hall, the junior has 
helped develop arguably 
the fastest outfield in the 
Big 12 Conference, and he 
has sported a .978 fielding  

percentage thus far.
Payton received interest 

from a number of schools as 
a standout outfielder at St. 
Rita High School in Chicago 
and originally committed to 
Arizona State before sign-
ing with Texas after word 
spread spread ASU might 
have committed numerous 
program violations. 

“They had some viola-
tions, broke a couple of 
rules. I didn’t decommit 
because the coach was leav-
ing; there were just too many 
unknowns,” Payton told The 
Daily Texan in 2011, when 
he was a freshman. “It hurt. 
But we thought Texas would 
be a better option.”

Three years with the 
Longhorns, Payton is still 
thankful for his choice.

“This is a place that was 
built on tradition,” he said 
Wednesday afternoon. “I’m 
so fortunate to get a chance 
to come down here being 
from up North and getting a 
chance to play here.”

PAYTON
continues from page 6

to respect that. Now [Tay-
lor Thom] has that freedom 
and looks amazing. To me, 
to be honest, she looks like  
a junior.”

Thirty-one games into the 
season, Thom’s experiences 
shows. She boasts the fourth 
best batting average on the 
team at .392. With a .763 
slugging percentage, Thom’s 
long balls have tied two 
NCAA records this season: a 
single-game record of three 
doubles, versus Utah State on 
Feb. 23, and two grand slams 
at Houston in an eight-RBI  
performance Feb. 16.

“An NCAA record is a 
crazy feeling and it’s truly 
an honor to be among some 
of the top players,” Thom 
said. “I wasn’t really think-
ing at the time ‘Oh, I’m go-
ing to tie this NCAA record,’ 
but afterwards, it was a  
surreal feeling.”

Texas opens conference 
play against Baylor this 
weekend, with games both at 

home and on the road. Last 
May, Thom connected on a 
hit and a sacrafice bunt when 
the Longhorns trumped the 
Bears 3-1 to close out con-
ference play in 2012. Baylor 
returns both pitchers from 
that game and Thom feels 
she and the team are ready. 

“I’ve faced these pitchers 
multiple times so I know 
what’s coming and then I 
have the confidence that I 
can hit this and I’m a good 
batter,” Thom said. “We’re all 
very tight this year and tough 
mentally. Now we’re focused 

on getting that NCAA  
national championship.”

As she looks at her re-
maining season and a half 
on the 40 Acres, Thom al-
ready knows her goal. She’s 
found her family, made her 
friends and played along-
side sisters. But she doesn’t 
want that to be it when  
she graduates.

“I want to leave here 
and people remember 
my name, to say ‘I want 
to work as hard as Taylor 
Thom.’ I just want people  
to remember me.”

THOM
continues from page 6

But during that spring of 
running drills and improv-
ing his physical and mental 
state, Davis’s confidence be-
gan to grow, so much that 
he asked Brown if he could 
emblazon his jersey with 

“Magic”, his middle name.  
Brown politely declined. 

As a junior, Davis seemed 
revitalized, leading the 
team in receiving yards, re-
ceiving touchdowns and  
yards per catch. 

A key player in close games 
such as Kansas and Oklahoma 
State, Davis provided a go-to 
target for David Ash, par-
ticularly for long passes. With 

three years under his belt, Da-
vis is 1,000 yards away from 
overtaking Jordan Shipley for 
No. 2 on Texas’ career receiv-
ing yards chart. He currently 
sits at No. 7 all-time.

“A lot of great players have 
played here, it’s a great hon-
or,” Davis said last fall. “I’ll 
keep playing like I’m play-
ing and hopefully I’ll finish in  
the top five.”

Emily Ng | Daily Texan file photo
Junior Taylor Thom bats against Louisiana-Lafayette. Thom has 
proven to be the Longhorns most consistent all-around player.

DAVIS
continues from page 6
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Since the “Gears of War” 
series is well known for its 
intense multi-player mode, 
a majority of players will 
be shocked to learn that a 
number of changes have 
been made to the original 
online gameplay. In partic-
ular, the controller scheme 
for “Gears of War: Judg-
ment” now limits players to 
two weapons only. Unlike 
the previous games where 
characters could swap be-
tween four weapon slots 
with the directional-pad, 
only two primary weap-
ons can be used in the  
multiplayer arenas. 

Switching between weap-
ons is now controlled by 
pressing “Y” and grenades 
are thrown by pressing “LB.” 
On a similarly devastating 
note, Epic Games decided to 
scrap the “down but not out” 
feature of multi-player. Play-
ers who are hit critically can 
no longer be resuscitated; 
they simply die on the spot. 
This means that two subse-
quent melee attacks can kill, 
and players can no longer ex-
ecute the enemy team when 
they are down. 

In continuation of this 

mournful liturgy, Horde 
Mode has also been cut out 
from the final product. In 
its place stands a rather in-
sufficient version blandly 
dubbed “Survival Mode.” 
Choosing a preset weap-
on class, players will cut 
through 10 waves of diverse 
Locust enemies before the 
game concludes.

“Overrun” mode is one of 
the few redeeming features 
of the game. As a multi-
player option, Overrun is a 
class-based, defend-destroy 
mode where players can ei-
ther join the COG team or 

the Locust team. Though 
not a revolutionary new 
addition, the Free-for-all 
multi-player option has also 
been added to the game 
types to satiate players with  
lone-wolf tendencies. 

Strangely enough, players 
who purchase a new copy 
of the game will be given a 
code to download the origi-
nal “Gears of War” from the 
Xbox Marketplace. In some 
ways, this seems more like a 
conciliatory move than any-
thing else, as if Epic Games 
is saying “I know our game 
isn’t that great, but here’s 

some free content.” Not ex-
actly a promising message to  
send customers.  

So what’s the verdict? 
“Gears of War: Judgment” is 
nothing more than a revamp 
of the third game, with some 
minor control adjustments, 
one new multi-player mode 
and a brief arcade version of 
the campaign. Although Epic 
Games wants its fans to pay 
full retail price for their new 
title release, this particular 
game should be viewed more 
like downloadable content 
with a $60 price tag: not 
worth it.

8 L&A

(circle one:)Artist: (circle one:)AE: 
Angela Maria Josh

Tim McCool

ART APPROVED
AE APPROVED

CLIENT APPROVED

Con�rmation #: Deadline:

Aurelio Heather Staci Freelance 2

SteveEmmett Jay Philip

3.22" X 3.5" THURS 03/21
AUSTIN - UT DAILY TEXAN

DUE MON 4PM

ROB
SCHNEIDER

MICHELLE
RODRIGUEZ

ADRIEN
BRODY

LINDSAY
LOHAN

WITH

See the                                       trailer at www.InappropriateComedy.comRED BAND

IN THEATERS MARCH 22ND

Life & Arts8 Thursday, March 21, 2013

connections between the 
more serious themes of 
your music?

McDonald: Absolutely…
Comfort was the chang-
ing point in my career. The 
pieces from Comfort, I have 
found, are pieces I can play 
for audiences that don’t 
speak English or I don’t 
speak their language and I 
can play those pieces and 
they will cry…the moment 
I would have to say that 
changed my life was when 
my dad was in the hospital 
at MD Anderson and so all 
the time that I was spending 
practicing ended up being 
in the middle of the night, 
in the deserted hallways or 
around gardens where peo-
ple would come out and they 
would be hooked up to IVs. 

DT: Where did the idea 
for your animal ballets 
come about?

McDonald: I was actu-
ally on my way to go on 
tour with a really serious 
classical program and in 

the meantime, my husband 
and I had been given this gi-
ant saltwater aquarium and 
there weren’t even fish in it 
at the moment, but with live 
rock, there are all kinds of 
little things living in there, 
it’s very “Horton Hears a 
Who” and so I was sitting 
there, needing to be practic-
ing Bach and I looked over 
and in the sand this eyeball 
popped up out of the sand 
and it looked like the eye-
ball of a Martian, it was on 
a long stem and it was blue 
and it was really weird. 

And then another one 
came up from the sand. 
And then a giant flat tongue 
came through the sand. It 
was a conch and it had been 
on the live rock. Immediate-
ly a melody presented itself 
to me, just this silly, quirky 
little melody that would go 
perfectly with this weird 
little tiny creature. So that 
gave me the idea that if I 
could get somebody to film 
this, I could write music that 

would go with it and I could 
teach kids about the envi-
ronment, about sea crea-
tures, you know, wouldn’t 
that be cool?

DT: Does this translate 
positively from children 
to the college crowd and 
adults in general?

McDonald: As adults and 
college students, we tend to 
get into this deal where we’re 
a little bit jaded. We require 
more and more and bigger 
and bigger to be impressed 
so I think that we have a ten-
dency to lose sight of being 
a child and how delighted 
and cool kids think things 
are. But what I love about 
this-with sea creatures, with 
any animal-is that at any 
age, if the creature is cool 
enough, you’re going to have 
that same reaction that you 
would have if you were a 
kid. All the surface stuff goes 
away and you’re just delight-
ed…all of the jaded feelings 
that we have as adults will get 
swept away.

to measure the severity of 
hangovers: the Hangover 
Symptom Scale (HSS) and 
the Acute Hangover Scale 
(AHS). Unfortunately, there 
is surprisingly little overlap 
of the two scales. In fact, 
half of the AHS symptoms 
don’t appear on the HSS. To 
make matters worse, for the 
conclusion of a paper where 
a group developed a third 
system (the Alcohol Hang-
over Severity Scale, AHSS), 
the authors admitted that 
no one system gives a full 
picture and the best way of 
getting an accurate read-
ing is to use more than one 
survey. In short, the lack 
of a consistent measure-
ment tool makes studying 
hangovers less precise than  
we’d like.

As far as studies that 
have looked into treating 
veisalgia go, there haven’t 

been many and the few 
that exist have either not 
shown anything, suffered 
from small sample sizes 
or both. The common folk 
remedies, water and bread, 
aren’t bad ideas, but they’ll 
work better as preventa-
tive measures than cures. 
Show up to the party hy-
drated with a full stomach 
and plenty of sleep and 
you’ll fare better than if  
you don’t.

Additionally, choosing 
your alcoholic beverages 
wisely will help ensure that 
you don’t spend the next day 
miserable. Different drinks 
have different concentra-
tions of additional toxins 
known as congeners in 
them, which are one of the 
sources of hangovers. Drinks 
darker in color generally 
having more congeners 
than lighter ones, so avoid  

bourbon, whisky and red 
wine, and stick to clearer al-
cohol preparations such as 
vodka, gin and white wine. 
Though this won’t complete-
ly remove the risk of a hang-
over, it should lower your 
odds considerably: A study 
found that, when given com-
parable amounts, those who 
drank bourbon were more 
than 10 times likely to expe-
rience veisalgia than those 
who drank vodka.

Of course, avoiding alco-
hol altogether removes the 
risk entirely, but where’s the 
fun in that?

Drink responsibly and do 
what you can to avoid re-
gret the following morning, 
but if you do need to call 
in sick after a night when 
you overindulged, don’t ad-
mit to a hangover: Tell your 
boss that you’re suffering  
from veisalgia.

modern American youth, 
holding a mirror up to our 
ugliest behavior accusingly.

All of that sounds a bit 
like an 40-year-old director 
telling a bunch of bikini-
clad teens to get off his lawn, 
but there’s no denying that 
“Spring Breakers” is an ab-
solute blast to watch. There’s 
not a wasted moment in the 
film, and the woozy spring 
break plays like a half-
formed memory at times, 
with a disorienting, arresting 
lilt to the rhythms of its dia-
logue, driven by Cliff Marti-
nez and Skrillex’s seductive 
score. Korine stages several 
bravura sequences, espe-
cially the creatively filmed 
and thematically loaded 
robbery that kicks off the 
film, a bizarre montage set 
to a crooning Britney Spears 
song, and an unusually con-
structed but satisfyingly  
climactic shootout.

“Spring Breakers” is build-
ing a good bit of its appeal 
around its youthful cast, 
but Korine didn’t cast his 
titular characters because 
they were willing to tarnish 
their (mostly) squeaky-clean  
images. Selena Gomez is 

surprisingly effectively as 
Faith, the “good girl,” and 
Gomez’s bright-eyed and 
bushy-tailed innocence 
strikes an essential contrast 
to the rest of the cast. Ash-
ley Benson and Rachel Ko-
rine are both solid in their 
roles, but Vanessa Hudgens 
tears into her character with 
surprising fierceness, de-
termined not to cast off her 
image but to shatter it into a 
million pieces. 

Hudgens’ performance 
kicks into high gear once 
James Franco’s character en-
ters the picture, and his to-
tally gonzo performance fits 
Korine’s style perfectly. Alien 
is a character who solves his 
problems by throwing bills 
at them, and Franco’s essen-
tially playing Korine’s thesis 
statement, a life lived with 
no responsibilities taken to 
its most natural extreme.

For a film with so much 
potential for inciting moral 
outrage, “Spring Breakers” 
is actually a fascinatingly 
purposeful film from Har-
mony Korine. The film is 
a thoroughly modern bait-
and-switch, blinding the 
audience with a barrage of 
colors and bass drops, lead-
ing them to believe that the 
film is a gleeful celebra-
tion when it’s actually a  
damning condemnation.

those who don’t believe hu-
mans induce climate change. 

“Even if you don’t believe 
in the existence of climate 
change, the acts from the past 
five years of Earth Hours have 
produced results,” Davies said. 
“While there is no official to-
tal of how much energy has 
been saved worldwide during 
an Earth Hour event, there 
are some amazing figures 
from many participating cities  
and countries.”

To attest to this fact, Davies 
said that in 2011, the elec-
tricity saved in Chicago and 

Northern Illinois was equal 
to removing 124,000 pounds 
of carbon dioxide from  
the atmosphere.

Jourden Diekmann, the 
former Public Outreach Co-
ordinator of the Astronomy 
Students Association, said 
Earth Hour and the inter-
est in astronomy has brought 
people together to care about 
the planet. 

“Astronomy is one of those 
unique fields where potentially 
every person in the world has 
an intrinsic curiosity about 
it,” Diekmann said. “Just the 
simple nature of looking up 
and pondering about the night 
sky, admiring its beauty, or tell-
ing stories from the pictures 
placed in the heavens from 

our ancient ancestors connects 
each and every one of us.”

This universal connec-
tion each person shares in the 
world can be seen in the effects 
of Earth Hour and its’ attempts 
to move society in an environ-
mentally friendly direction. 

“By participating in Earth 
Hour, you are becoming part 
of the big picture, but more 
importantly a part of the solu-
tion,” Davies said. “Small acts 
can lead to big change. We 
all live on this planet, and we 
are a planet living beyond our 
means in almost every way. 
For one hour each year we take 
this small step towards mak-
ing a difference in the hope 
that there are many more steps  
to follow.” 

EARTH
continues from page 10

FRANCO
continues from page 10

GEARS
continues from page 10

Photo courtesy of Epic Games
Kilo Squad members Lt. Baird and Garron Paduk battle all types of Locust enemies in this prequel 
set 15 years before the events of the first Gears of War game.
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Since the “Gears of War” 
series is well known for its 
intense multi-player mode, 
a majority of players will 
be shocked to learn that a 
number of changes have 
been made to the original 
online gameplay. In partic-
ular, the controller scheme 
for “Gears of War: Judg-
ment” now limits players to 
two weapons only. Unlike 
the previous games where 
characters could swap be-
tween four weapon slots 
with the directional-pad, 
only two primary weap-
ons can be used in the  
multiplayer arenas. 

Switching between weap-
ons is now controlled by 
pressing “Y” and grenades 
are thrown by pressing “LB.” 
On a similarly devastating 
note, Epic Games decided to 
scrap the “down but not out” 
feature of multi-player. Play-
ers who are hit critically can 
no longer be resuscitated; 
they simply die on the spot. 
This means that two subse-
quent melee attacks can kill, 
and players can no longer ex-
ecute the enemy team when 
they are down. 

In continuation of this 

mournful liturgy, Horde 
Mode has also been cut out 
from the final product. In 
its place stands a rather in-
sufficient version blandly 
dubbed “Survival Mode.” 
Choosing a preset weap-
on class, players will cut 
through 10 waves of diverse 
Locust enemies before the 
game concludes.

“Overrun” mode is one of 
the few redeeming features 
of the game. As a multi-
player option, Overrun is a 
class-based, defend-destroy 
mode where players can ei-
ther join the COG team or 

the Locust team. Though 
not a revolutionary new 
addition, the Free-for-all 
multi-player option has also 
been added to the game 
types to satiate players with  
lone-wolf tendencies. 

Strangely enough, players 
who purchase a new copy 
of the game will be given a 
code to download the origi-
nal “Gears of War” from the 
Xbox Marketplace. In some 
ways, this seems more like a 
conciliatory move than any-
thing else, as if Epic Games 
is saying “I know our game 
isn’t that great, but here’s 

some free content.” Not ex-
actly a promising message to  
send customers.  

So what’s the verdict? 
“Gears of War: Judgment” is 
nothing more than a revamp 
of the third game, with some 
minor control adjustments, 
one new multi-player mode 
and a brief arcade version of 
the campaign. Although Epic 
Games wants its fans to pay 
full retail price for their new 
title release, this particular 
game should be viewed more 
like downloadable content 
with a $60 price tag: not 
worth it.
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connections between the 
more serious themes of 
your music?

McDonald: Absolutely…
Comfort was the chang-
ing point in my career. The 
pieces from Comfort, I have 
found, are pieces I can play 
for audiences that don’t 
speak English or I don’t 
speak their language and I 
can play those pieces and 
they will cry…the moment 
I would have to say that 
changed my life was when 
my dad was in the hospital 
at MD Anderson and so all 
the time that I was spending 
practicing ended up being 
in the middle of the night, 
in the deserted hallways or 
around gardens where peo-
ple would come out and they 
would be hooked up to IVs. 

DT: Where did the idea 
for your animal ballets 
come about?

McDonald: I was actu-
ally on my way to go on 
tour with a really serious 
classical program and in 

the meantime, my husband 
and I had been given this gi-
ant saltwater aquarium and 
there weren’t even fish in it 
at the moment, but with live 
rock, there are all kinds of 
little things living in there, 
it’s very “Horton Hears a 
Who” and so I was sitting 
there, needing to be practic-
ing Bach and I looked over 
and in the sand this eyeball 
popped up out of the sand 
and it looked like the eye-
ball of a Martian, it was on 
a long stem and it was blue 
and it was really weird. 

And then another one 
came up from the sand. 
And then a giant flat tongue 
came through the sand. It 
was a conch and it had been 
on the live rock. Immediate-
ly a melody presented itself 
to me, just this silly, quirky 
little melody that would go 
perfectly with this weird 
little tiny creature. So that 
gave me the idea that if I 
could get somebody to film 
this, I could write music that 

would go with it and I could 
teach kids about the envi-
ronment, about sea crea-
tures, you know, wouldn’t 
that be cool?

DT: Does this translate 
positively from children 
to the college crowd and 
adults in general?

McDonald: As adults and 
college students, we tend to 
get into this deal where we’re 
a little bit jaded. We require 
more and more and bigger 
and bigger to be impressed 
so I think that we have a ten-
dency to lose sight of being 
a child and how delighted 
and cool kids think things 
are. But what I love about 
this-with sea creatures, with 
any animal-is that at any 
age, if the creature is cool 
enough, you’re going to have 
that same reaction that you 
would have if you were a 
kid. All the surface stuff goes 
away and you’re just delight-
ed…all of the jaded feelings 
that we have as adults will get 
swept away.

to measure the severity of 
hangovers: the Hangover 
Symptom Scale (HSS) and 
the Acute Hangover Scale 
(AHS). Unfortunately, there 
is surprisingly little overlap 
of the two scales. In fact, 
half of the AHS symptoms 
don’t appear on the HSS. To 
make matters worse, for the 
conclusion of a paper where 
a group developed a third 
system (the Alcohol Hang-
over Severity Scale, AHSS), 
the authors admitted that 
no one system gives a full 
picture and the best way of 
getting an accurate read-
ing is to use more than one 
survey. In short, the lack 
of a consistent measure-
ment tool makes studying 
hangovers less precise than  
we’d like.

As far as studies that 
have looked into treating 
veisalgia go, there haven’t 

been many and the few 
that exist have either not 
shown anything, suffered 
from small sample sizes 
or both. The common folk 
remedies, water and bread, 
aren’t bad ideas, but they’ll 
work better as preventa-
tive measures than cures. 
Show up to the party hy-
drated with a full stomach 
and plenty of sleep and 
you’ll fare better than if  
you don’t.

Additionally, choosing 
your alcoholic beverages 
wisely will help ensure that 
you don’t spend the next day 
miserable. Different drinks 
have different concentra-
tions of additional toxins 
known as congeners in 
them, which are one of the 
sources of hangovers. Drinks 
darker in color generally 
having more congeners 
than lighter ones, so avoid  

bourbon, whisky and red 
wine, and stick to clearer al-
cohol preparations such as 
vodka, gin and white wine. 
Though this won’t complete-
ly remove the risk of a hang-
over, it should lower your 
odds considerably: A study 
found that, when given com-
parable amounts, those who 
drank bourbon were more 
than 10 times likely to expe-
rience veisalgia than those 
who drank vodka.

Of course, avoiding alco-
hol altogether removes the 
risk entirely, but where’s the 
fun in that?

Drink responsibly and do 
what you can to avoid re-
gret the following morning, 
but if you do need to call 
in sick after a night when 
you overindulged, don’t ad-
mit to a hangover: Tell your 
boss that you’re suffering  
from veisalgia.

modern American youth, 
holding a mirror up to our 
ugliest behavior accusingly.

All of that sounds a bit 
like an 40-year-old director 
telling a bunch of bikini-
clad teens to get off his lawn, 
but there’s no denying that 
“Spring Breakers” is an ab-
solute blast to watch. There’s 
not a wasted moment in the 
film, and the woozy spring 
break plays like a half-
formed memory at times, 
with a disorienting, arresting 
lilt to the rhythms of its dia-
logue, driven by Cliff Marti-
nez and Skrillex’s seductive 
score. Korine stages several 
bravura sequences, espe-
cially the creatively filmed 
and thematically loaded 
robbery that kicks off the 
film, a bizarre montage set 
to a crooning Britney Spears 
song, and an unusually con-
structed but satisfyingly  
climactic shootout.

“Spring Breakers” is build-
ing a good bit of its appeal 
around its youthful cast, 
but Korine didn’t cast his 
titular characters because 
they were willing to tarnish 
their (mostly) squeaky-clean  
images. Selena Gomez is 

surprisingly effectively as 
Faith, the “good girl,” and 
Gomez’s bright-eyed and 
bushy-tailed innocence 
strikes an essential contrast 
to the rest of the cast. Ash-
ley Benson and Rachel Ko-
rine are both solid in their 
roles, but Vanessa Hudgens 
tears into her character with 
surprising fierceness, de-
termined not to cast off her 
image but to shatter it into a 
million pieces. 

Hudgens’ performance 
kicks into high gear once 
James Franco’s character en-
ters the picture, and his to-
tally gonzo performance fits 
Korine’s style perfectly. Alien 
is a character who solves his 
problems by throwing bills 
at them, and Franco’s essen-
tially playing Korine’s thesis 
statement, a life lived with 
no responsibilities taken to 
its most natural extreme.

For a film with so much 
potential for inciting moral 
outrage, “Spring Breakers” 
is actually a fascinatingly 
purposeful film from Har-
mony Korine. The film is 
a thoroughly modern bait-
and-switch, blinding the 
audience with a barrage of 
colors and bass drops, lead-
ing them to believe that the 
film is a gleeful celebra-
tion when it’s actually a  
damning condemnation.

those who don’t believe hu-
mans induce climate change. 

“Even if you don’t believe 
in the existence of climate 
change, the acts from the past 
five years of Earth Hours have 
produced results,” Davies said. 
“While there is no official to-
tal of how much energy has 
been saved worldwide during 
an Earth Hour event, there 
are some amazing figures 
from many participating cities  
and countries.”

To attest to this fact, Davies 
said that in 2011, the elec-
tricity saved in Chicago and 

Northern Illinois was equal 
to removing 124,000 pounds 
of carbon dioxide from  
the atmosphere.

Jourden Diekmann, the 
former Public Outreach Co-
ordinator of the Astronomy 
Students Association, said 
Earth Hour and the inter-
est in astronomy has brought 
people together to care about 
the planet. 

“Astronomy is one of those 
unique fields where potentially 
every person in the world has 
an intrinsic curiosity about 
it,” Diekmann said. “Just the 
simple nature of looking up 
and pondering about the night 
sky, admiring its beauty, or tell-
ing stories from the pictures 
placed in the heavens from 

our ancient ancestors connects 
each and every one of us.”

This universal connec-
tion each person shares in the 
world can be seen in the effects 
of Earth Hour and its’ attempts 
to move society in an environ-
mentally friendly direction. 

“By participating in Earth 
Hour, you are becoming part 
of the big picture, but more 
importantly a part of the solu-
tion,” Davies said. “Small acts 
can lead to big change. We 
all live on this planet, and we 
are a planet living beyond our 
means in almost every way. 
For one hour each year we take 
this small step towards mak-
ing a difference in the hope 
that there are many more steps  
to follow.” 

EARTH
continues from page 10

FRANCO
continues from page 10

GEARS
continues from page 10
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Kilo Squad members Lt. Baird and Garron Paduk battle all types of Locust enemies in this prequel 
set 15 years before the events of the first Gears of War game.
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Across
  1 Tow job, maybe
  5 Saturn or 

Mercury
  8 Best buds?
13 Stylishness
14 ___ canto
15 A Jackson
16 *Comfy place
18 Rick who sang 

“Together 
Forever”

19 PayPal money
20 *Alternative to 

a Crock-Pot
22 Clear
23 Oahu-to-

Molokai dir.
25 Truly
26 Prefix with 

thermal
27 *Metaphor for 

a sharp mind
30 Make lean
32 Woman in a 

garden
33 American 

Heart Mo. 
(appropriately)

35 Pitcher Hideo 
___

36 *Gathering 
spot for the 
upwardly 
mobile?

39 Turn about
41 Discernment of 

a sort
42 Enumeration 

follower
43 What George 

lacks?
45 *Campaign 

from town to 
town

50 Return address 
for many 
absentee 
ballots: Abbr.

51 Wall St. insider, 
maybe

53 Like some 
stocks, for 
short

54 Weak ___
55 *Where a cast 

may be found
58 Skater ___ 

Anton Ohno
60 Garment with 

buttons on the 
left

61 Welcoming 
symbol … or 
what each part 
of the answers 
to the six 
starred clues 
can do?

63 Compounds 
with nitrogen

64 Where a cast 
may be found

65 Jai ___
66 Sharp tastes
67 Big do
68 Filibusterers, 

e.g.: Abbr.

Down
  1 Directs
  2 Draw
  3 Detour-causing 

event
  4 Some poor 

Olympic scores
  5 Eastern wrap
  6 Like Texas  

vis-à-vis New 
York, politically

  7 ___ cheese
  8 Four-time Pro 

Bowler Ahmad
  9 “Beetle Bailey” 

dog
10 Algebra 

problem 
directive

11 Test with letters
12 Refuse
15 Some frills
17 Put off till later
21 Universal 

donor’s 
classification

24 Case who 
co-founded 
AOL

28 Caught fish in a 
pot, say

29 Broadcast 
workers’ union

31 Pass

34 Gen. Scowcroft 
who advised 
Ford and Bush

36 New mintage of 
2002

37 Limerick 
scheme

38 Oncology 
procedure

39 Day of rest
40 One of the 

Canary Islands

44 Dangerous 
buildup in a 
mine

46 Onetime Ebert 
partner

47 Eight-time 
Oscar nominee 
who never won

48 Advance again
49 Hunters of the 

now-extinct 
moa

52 Shippers’ plans: 
Abbr.

56 ___ fu
57 “An expensive 

way of playing 
marbles,” per  
G. K. 
Chesterton

59 P.R. agents’ 
aids

62 Massage 
target, maybe
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After the long week at 
school following spring 
break, we’re ready for the 
weekend. For many of us, 
that means heading down to 
Dirty 6th and drinking so-
cially with our friends while 
meeting new people that may 
or may not still be cool after 
we sober up.

But the worst part of the 
next day may not be who 
wakes up beside us. No, 
the worst part will be deal-
ing with the after-effects 
of alcohol. Unfortunately, 
the amount of fun we have 
on Saturday night may 
be directly related to the 
amount of misery we feel  
Sunday morning.

About 75 percent of the 
population experiences a 
hangover at least once in 
their lifetime, and some 
many more than that. In 
fact, at any given time, more 
than 25 percent of college 
students report having suf-
fered from veisalgia (the 
scientific term for a hang-
over) at some point over the 
previous week. And this has  
serious consequences. 

Hangovers affect our abil-
ity to drive (as well as fly a 
plane, ski and manage a busi-
ness, according to various 
studies) even after alcohol is 
no longer detectable in our 
blood. Over the course of a 
year, this costs our country 
$148 billion in the form of 

workers taking days off or 
performing poorly.

So what exactly is a hang-
over and how can we fight  
it off?

The short answer is we 
don’t know and, for the most 
part, you’ve just got to wait  
it out.

The long answer, though, 
is a bit more reassuring.

Part of the reason we don’t 
know what a hangover is re-
lates to our lack of a clear-
cut definition for it. The  

headaches, shaking, nausea 
and 44 other potential symp-
toms are all caused by dif-
ferent effects relating to the 
way that alcohol dehydrates 
us, affects our hormone lev-
els and  us. It’s important to 
remember that alcohol is a 
mild toxin, which explains 

why your body reacts the 
way it does to that one last 
chug on the beer bong.

In order to study some-
thing, it helps to quantify 
it, and there are two sys-
tems frequently employed 

Booze brews blues

Hungover? Check out the  science 
scene video:

bit.ly/dt_Hangover

SCIENCE
SCENE

By Robert Starr

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Ploy Buraparate | Daily Texan Staff 
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Q-AND-A

Composer explores 
aquatic musical muse

Susan McDonald is a 
Texas born-and-raised 
classical guitarist that has 
been playing since she 
was six. The Daily Texan 
sat down with her to dis-
cuss her upcoming pro-
gram “The Aquarium: a 
Marine Micro-Ballet for 
Guitar and Sea Creatures” 
and what performing re-
ally means to her.

The Daily Texan: You’ve 
released 10 albums that 
have such a wide range of 
themes, from cooking to 
the epic of “Gilgamesh”. 
Where do you find inspi-
ration for your works?

Susan McDonald: For 
the last 10 years or so, 
things have shifted very 
much in me. In the begin-
ning, I was very much a 
serious concert artist and I 
still am of course but I was 
doing very hardcore classi-
cal programs and Carnegie 

Hall and all that, but then 
quite a few years ago my fa-
ther got sick with cancer…I 
took time off from touring 
to be with him and spent 
a lot of time at the cancer 
hospital and got into com-
posing myself and came up 
with such a realization of 
how much more the gui-
tar could do than just be a  
concert instrument. 

DT: Has your audi-
ence been able to make  

By Elizabeth Williams

BALLET continues on page 8

Harmony Korine’s “Spring 
Breakers” doesn’t seem to 
have much on its mind as the 
credits unfurl over a barrage 
of beer bongs, bare breasts 
and bad behavior, and on the 
surface, “Spring Breakers” is 
nothing more than an excuse 
to get some of the most pop-
ular Nickelodeon and Dis-
ney stars into very compro-
mising situations on camera.  
   However, once you start 
to peel back the layers of the 
film’s neon-drenched aes-
thetic, “Spring Breakers” be-
comes a coyly disguised film 
about, among other things, 
responsibility, living a re-
warding life and the corrup-
tive power of Britney Spears.

Selena Gomez, Ashley 
Benson, Vanessa Hudgens 
and Rachel Korine star as 
a quartet of underfunded 
college students who, des-
perate for an escape to the 
beach, rob a restaurant to 
bankroll their dream spring 
break. A few keg stands later, 
they end up in handcuffs, 
and their unlikely savior 

is drug dealer/rapper/self-
described gangster Alien  
(James Franco).

Anyone in search of a 
meaningful narrative arc 
will be disappointed by 
“Spring Breakers,” and the 
film isn’t exactly interested 
in telling a story. It’s a film 
about a lifestyle, not char-
acters, and almost every 
moment in the film is dedi-
cated to exposing the dark 
underbelly of the YOLO  
philosophy. Even as the film’s 

neon aesthetic and dupstep-
driven momentum seem to 
revel in the beachside de-
bauchery, it’s clear that Har-
mony Korine is interested in 
exploring the mind-set of the 

For the global event, Earth 
Hour 2013, businesses and 
households all over the world 
will turn off their lights for one 
hour to aid in the fight against 
climate change. 

According to earthhour.org, 
this is an event that has been 
“in the making” for nine years, 
reaching 7,001 cities across 152 
countries around the globe. 

Dawn Davies is the outreach 
chair for the Austin Astro-
nomical Society and organizer 
of Austin’s Earth Hour 2013, 
happening Saturday March 23. 
Davies said Earth Hour allows 
people to think more about 
the ways in which our planet  
is suffering. 

“Earth Hour is more than 
just switching lights off,” Da-
vies said. “It has become a cata-
lyst for change, as it is evident 
in the increase in the number 
of countries participating from 
year to year.  Earth Hour exists 
to bring awareness to climate 
change, but now it also shines 
a spotlight on deforestation, 
dependence on coal, over-
fishing, and in the case of the 
Austin Astronomical Society, 
light pollution.”

In light of these destructive 
events, Davies said that many 

people are not aware of the 
positive effects Earth Hour has 
on the environment.  

“Earth Hour epitomizes 
the concept of small acts with 
big results,” Davies said. “On 
a personal level, just the act 
of turning off and unplugging 
all non-essential appliances 
and lights brings attention to 
our excessive dependency on  
electrical energy.”

In addition to the global 
event, the Austin Astronomi-
cal Society along with the As-
tronomy Students Association 

at UT and the Austin Plan-
etarium will host a stargazing 
party and informational event 
the day of Earth Hour 2013.

Katrina Conrad, public 
relations junior, said climate 
change is important because 
it is so hard to ignore. Conrad 
hopes that Earth Hour 2013 
will help raise awareness. 

In addition to those who 
actively care about the effects 
of climate change, Davies said 
Earth Hour can shed light to 

EVENT PREVIEW

By Jourden Sander

EARTH continues on page 8

Night without lights inspires change
MOVIE REVIEW | ‘SPRING BREAKERS’

Spring Break shocks audiences, 
captures taboos of college life

By Alex Williams

FRANCO continues on page 8

Developers People Can Fly 
and Epic Games jointly re-
leased “Gears of War: Judg-
ment” on Tuesday for Xbox 
360. As the fourth iteration in 
the “Gears of War” franchise, 
this new title has made some 
rather controversial changes 
to the original gameplay that 
will be ruinous for both old 
and new fans. 

Despite the fact that the 

campaign offers a brief 
eight-hour experience on 
“hardcore” difficulty, it’s ap-
parent that the developers 
put a commendable amount 
of thought into redesign-
ing the single-player mode. 
Told through a series of 
flashbacks, “Gears of War: 
Judgment” launches players 
into “medias res” as Lieu-
tenant Baird and the rest of 
his squad are placed before 
a tense military tribunal. 
Forced to recount the events 

that took place, each char-
acter relays a chapter of the 
story from their perspective. 

This refreshing plot de-
vice paves the way for a new 
single-player star-rating sys-
tem and “fully-declassified” 
missions. Based on various 
accomplishments like head-
shots and gibs, players are re-
warded stars that can unlock 
skins and weapons later on 
in the game. “Fully-declas-
sified” missions are denoted 
by large crimson decals at 

the beginning of each level, 
where gamers can choose 
to accept a more challeng-
ing version of the level. By 
opting into challenges like 
time limits, less ammo and 
obscured vision, players can 
earn stars at a faster rate. This 
dual-mode campaign allows 
for some replayability when 
the campaign is complete. 

Unfortunately, however, 
this arcade-mode gameplay 
creates a choppier story ex-
perience. After each small 

section of the chapter, play-
ers are paused to see their 
star-rating and review statis-
tics. This might be an excit-
ing feature after beating the 
game once, but it is used as 
a staple of the single-player 
mode and honestly inhibits 
any merit the storytelling fea-
tures had. Graphics, though 
stunning in some locales, 
have remained unchanged 
from “Gears of War 3.” 

By Stuart Railey

Fourth in war game series triggers disappointment from usual audience
GAME REVIEW | ‘GEARS OF WAR: JUDGMENT’

SPRING BREAKERS

Director: Harmony Korine
Genre: Drama
Runtime: 94 minutes

Michael Muller | A24 Films
This film image released by A24 Films shows, from left, Selena 
Gomez, Ashley Benson, Rachel Korine and Vanessa Hudgens in 
a scene from “Spring Breakers.”

Photo courtesy of Susan McDonald 
Susan McDonald will be performing “The Aquarium,” at the 
Cactus Cafe on March 21.

SUSAN MCDONALD

What: “THE AQUARIUM: 
a Marine Micro-Ballet for 
Guitar and Sea Creatures,” 
presented by Austin Classi-
cal Guitar Society
When: March 21, doors at 
7:30 p.m.
Where: Cactus Cafe; 
Tickets are $5

Ploy Buraparate | Daily Texan Staff 

GEARS OF WAR: 
JUDGMENT

Developer: Epic Games, 
People Can Fly
Price: $60GEARS continues on page 8


