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REPTILIA: SQUAMATA: SERPENTES: COLUBRIDAE TANTILLA ANNULA T A
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FLORIDA33176.

MAP. Circles indicate locality records; type.locality too indefinite
to plot. Question marks indicate uncertain area of range.
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Tantilla annulata (Boettger)
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Tantilla annulata Boettger, 1892:419. Type.locality, "Nicara·
gua." Holotype "presumably in the Natur-Museum und For­
schungs.lnstitut Senckenberg, Frankfurt am Main (Boettger,
1892), but not listed by Mertens (1967)" (Wilson, 1982).

Homalocranium annulatum: Giinther, 1895:150.
Tantilla semicincta: Barbour and Amaral, 1928:100 (in error).

• CONTENT.No subspecies are recognized.

• DEFINITIONANDDIAGNOSIS."A species of Tantilla with black·
bordered pale crossbars on a dark red ground color. The right and
left portions of the pale crossbars are frequently separated and
displaced from one another along the long axis of the body. The
head pattern consists of a black head cap, covering all of the dorsum
of the head except for the internasals and a portion of the prefron.
tals, with a complete or medially divided pale nuchal collar barely
extending onto the posterior portion of the parietals and crossing
the last supralabial. The dark head cap extends for a variable dis­
tance posterior to the pale nuchal band and may join or not with
the black border of the first crossbar on the body to obliterate the
first red body blotch. Ventrals and subcaudals range from 138 to
151 and 52 to 65, respectively" (Wilson, 1982). Tantilla annulata
may be distinguished· from all congeners by possession of black­
bordered pale crossbands on a dark red (pale brown in preservative)
dorsal ground color, a pale snout, dark head cap, pale nuchal collar,
138 to 151 ventrals, and 52 to 65 subcaudals.

• DESCRIPTIONS.The most complete description is that of Wil·
son (1982).

• ILLUSTRATIONS.Taylor (1951) presented a black·and·white
photograph of the whole body and Wilson (1982) provided black.
and·white photographs of lateral and dorsal views of the head and
anterior body and a pen-and-ink drawing of the dorsal color pattern
of this species.

• DISTRIBUTION.Tantilla annulata occurs at low and moderate
elevations (0-850 m) of the Caribbean versant from extreme south.
eastern Nicaragua to central Panama; also on the Pacific versant
in Costa Rica, Panama, and Ecuador.

• FOSSILRECORD.None.

• PERTINENTLITERATURE.Wilson (1982) provided a descrip.
tion of the species based on available material and discussion of
geographic and ecological distribution. The remainder of the limited
literature on this species, consisting of descriptions of geographi.
cally.restricted material and appearance of the name in various lists,
may be found by reference to the discussion of this species in Wilson
(1982).

• ETYMOLOGY.The name annulata is derived from the Latin
annulus. meaning "a ring," in reference to the dark·bordered pale
crossbands on the dorsum characteristic of this species.
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