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CITY

City plans transportation expansion

By Amanda Voeller
@amandaliz94

A federal grant worth
$11.3 million will work to
improve transportation in
Austin and change the way
students connect with their
campus, the city and the sur-
rounding areas.

The project — an-
nounced Thursday in a
presentation featuring An-
thony Foxx, U.S. Secretary
of Transportation — will
allow Capital Metro to in-

facebook.com/dailytexan

doubling the freight service
so fewer freight trucks will
be on the streets. It will in-
clude a Bus Rapid Transit,
projected to begin in 2014.
Express Lanes, projected
for 2015, will be highway
lanes that are free for tran-
sit vehicles and tolled for
other vehicles.

Another part of the
project’s plan is the Urban
Rail, a hybrid between a
light rail and a streetcar to
connect the University to
areas including downtown
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International Airport.
Austin  will  contribute
$15 million to the project,
CapMetro President Linda
Watson said.

“These  projects truly
have the power to trans-
form communities,” Foxx
said. “No one wants to get
used to traffic jams and to
long wait times.”

The project will provide
faster and broader trans-
portation  opportunities
for students.

“The alignment is not
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U.S. Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx speaks about a

crease bus and train speeds  Austin, South Congress federal grant worth $1.1.3 million to improve transportation in
and  frequency  while and Austin-Bergstrom METRO page 2  Austin at the Austin Convention Center on Thursday afternoon.
WEST CAMPUS

Battles in building West Campus

Construction
workers claim
mistreatment

By Bobby Blanchard
@bobbycblanchard

Of the three West Campus
apartment complexes that
opened to more than 1,000
students this fall, at least two
were built by construction
workers who claimed they
were mistreated.

Documents obtained from
the city of Austin show com-
plaints have been filed against
the contractors who oversaw
construction of 2400 Nueces
and The Callaway House for
lack of rest and water breaks
for construction workers.
Workers Defense Project, a
nonprofit that strives to rep-
resent mistreated workers in
Texas, has also taken legal
action against owners of The
Callaway House twice this
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Workers who built two West Campus apartment complexes claim they were mistreated while working on the projects. The
workers say they were not given breaks, water or overtime pay. Photos by Zachary Strain / Daily Texan Staff
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Contents
of balloon
up in air

By Alberto Long
@albertolong

Government senior Bryan
Davis maintains the balloon
used in his attack was filled
with bleach, despite prelimi-
nary investigations indicat-
ing otherwise.

According to UTPD, Davis
sustained no personal injury
and a preliminary investiga-
tion found no trace of bleach
on Davis’ clothing. In an in-
terview with The Daily Texan
on Sept. 5, Davis indicated he
still believes bleach was used
in the attack.

“I'm conscious of the other
possibility because of the na-
ture of last years incidents;
Davis said in reference to
similar allegations made in fall
2012. “I do believe [the bal-
loon] was filled with bleach”

In 2012 UTPD investigat-
ed more than 20 reports of
balloon attacks in the West
Campus area. No evidence of
bleach was found.

“Even if the balloon was
filled with butter or pudding,
or whatever, [these incidents]
are certainly symbolic because
people know what those bal-
loons mean to us;” Davis said.

According to Davis, the in-
vestigation cannot continue
until the Austin Police De-
partment receives the results
of a UTPD investigation —
including a final analysis of
balloon fragments and Da-
vis’ clothing. Both APD and
UTPD could not be reached
for comment yesterday.

The APD investigation has
not progressed significantly,
according to Davis.

“They’ve only asked for de-
tails of my account;” Davis said.
“Whether I saw anybody, and
if T could specify what balcony
the balloon was thrown from”

VOLLEYBALL

Texas renews rivalry with Penn State

By Matt Warden

@texansports

This weekend Texas will
write another chapter in what
is perhaps its most com-
petitive rivalry, but the game
won't be against Oklahoma.

The No. 6 Longhorns (2-
1) will host No. 1 Penn State
(2-0) a part of the Nike Vol-
leyball Big Four Classic after
taking two of three matches
in Hawaii to start their sea-
son. Texas holds a 1-8 re-
cord against Penn State,
including a loss in the 2009
National ~ Championship,
where the Longhorns won
two sets but fell to a furious
Nittany Lions’ rally. But after
the Longhorns won a title of
their own last season, the
rivalry has reached an even
greater magnitude.

“I would say there’s a rival-
ry, but it’s not really a heated
rivalry. It's more of a respect-
ful rivalry;” head coach Jer-
ritt Elliott said. “When you
have programs that respect
each other and they know
what it’s all about, it’s always
kind of a measuring stick for
both teams to see how you go
about the business.”

The Longhorns faced
Penn State last season when
the Nittany Lions swept Tex-
as at State College, Pa. Now
the rivalry moves to Gregory
Gym — Texas is 96-4 since

Elisabeth Dillon / Daily Texan file photo
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Senior setter Hannah Allison and the Longhorn volleyball team hold a 1-8 record against rival
No. 1 Penn State, which will travel to Austin this weekend for the Big Four Volleyball Classic.

2007 at home — where the
results may be different.

“Its awesome playing
here, especially when Greg-
ory is full, and I just think
our crowd really helps us
and gives us momentum a
lot” sophomore Amy Neal
said. “It's going to be re-
ally competitive as always,
but now it’s here so it'll be a
whole different story”

Texas seems to take
strides every season, but
Penn State does the same.
The team knows the path

to the national champion-
ship will go through the
Nittany Lions.

“Penn State will always be
in the mix,” Elliott said. “I
think it’s the tradition, when
you win that much, it makes
the best players want to
go there”

Although Texas lost its
No. 1 ranking last weekend,
the team showed resiliency
and unparalleled talent in all
three games. All-American
outside hitter Haley Ecker-
man notched a team-high

28 kills while freshman Pi-
lar Victoria added 25 of her
own to lead the Longhorns.
“We didn’t go in expect-
ing to win everything but we
learned a lot about our team
[in the loss],” Neal said. “We
learned we have a lot of im-
provement to do which is
a good thing because we
know we can get a lot better”
While players like Khat
Bell and Neal have experi-
enced the Penn State rivalry
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Music donation drive
receives historical gifts

By Charlotte Carpenter
@thedailytexan

When representatives
of a local instrument drive
announced they were col-
lecting donations for Austin
music students, they expect-
ed gently used instruments,
not centuries-old family
heirlooms.

An 1800s German violin
was donated to the inaugural
Fall Into Music instrument
drive benefitting thousands
of underserved students in
citywide music education
programs. The violin was
among 30 other instruments
collected within the first

day of the drive. The drive,
which began Wednesday,
will run through Sunday
and is part of a joint effort by
the College of Fine Arts and
the Hispanic Alliance for the
Performing Arts.

“The College of Fine Arts
got involved with this pro-
gram because we are, among
our other missions, dedicat-
ed to providing high-quality
arts education to the school
children of Texas,” Dean
Douglas Dempster said.

Ryan Hutchison, the exec-
utive director of the Hispanic
Alliance for the Performing
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Sarah Montgomery / Daily Texan Staff
Ryan Hutchison is the executive director of the Hispanic
Alliance for the Performing Arts, one of the organizations
sponsoring the Fall Into Music instrument drive.
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Arts, said he believes the
drive comes at a crucial time.
“The beginning of the
school year is a great op-
portunity to raise awareness
about the need for music
education and the great pro-
grams providing it across the
city,y Hutchison said. “Fall
Into Music is the perfect plat-
form to get instruments into
the hands of new students.”

Austin Soundwaves, a free
program that aims to pro-
vide high-quality music ed-
ucation to underserved stu-
dents in Travis County who
attend East Austin College
Prep, is one of nine nonprof-
it organizations benefitting
from the drive.

“Our ability to take on new
students is based on how
many instruments we have
program  director  Patrick
Slevin said. “We have the in-
terest but not the more unique
or expensive instruments.”

According to  Slevin,
African-American and

Hispanic communities in
East Austin are the most ne-
glected musically.

“Austin has an exceptional
public music education sys-
tem,” Slevin said. “At the same
time, there are discrepancies

based on the geographic lo-
cation of the school”

Dempster said such edu-
cational inequity leads to
unfortunate  consequences
down the road.

“Inequitable access to fine
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arts education in the K-12
schools of Texas dominoes
into unequal educational
opportunity in college and
universities,” Dempster said.
“That’s wrong”

Hutchison pointed out the

Thirty instru-
ments were
collected on the
first day of the
Fall Into Music
instrument drive,
including an
1800s German
violin.

Sarah Montgomery
Daily Texan Staff

benefits of having access to
music education can extend
even beyond the classroom.
“It’s about discovering in-
trinsic motivation through
music — the more intangible
things,” Hutchison said.

METRO

continues from page 1

official yet,” said Dan Daw-
son, CapMetro vice presi-
dent of marketing and com-
munications. “We know
that UT is building an engi-
neering school, and there’s
the stadium ... so were go-
ing to try to connect those
types of large institutions
within UT”

The proposed Regional
Rail will connect Austin to

surrounding areas, such as
Georgetown, San Marcos
and San Antonio.

“It1l give students a great
opportunity to be able to
just go on a weekend, for ex-
ample, down there to see a
Spurs game or whatever the
case may be and not be stuck
in four or five hours of traf-
fic;” Dawson said.

Project Connect will
turn the Highland Mall and
Austin  Community Col-
lege area into a hub with

fast connections to UT and
other areas of Austin, Daw-
son said.

Watson said public transit
is important when people
travel to music festivals and
concerts. During March
2013, which was the month
of South By Southwest, ap-
proximately 95,000 people
used the MetroRail, accord-
ing to Capital Metropolitan
Transportation Authority.

Foxx said every dollar in-
vested in public transportation

yields $4 in economic returns.

Every day 147,000 people
make the commute into
Austin, the 12th most con-
gested metropolitan area in
the world, which increases
the city’s daytime population
by 19 percent, according to
CapMetro.

“You don’t have to spend
much time in Austin to re-
alize that congestion has the
potential to derail our city;
Austin Mayor Lee Lefhin-
gwell said.

Between May 2012 and
May 2013, each Austin
driver spent 41 hours in
traffic congestion.

“What people really want
is their time back,” Foxx
said. “They’re working hard.
Theyre trying to make it
home for dinner [or] make
it to a soccer game for their
kids. That five or 10 min-
utes that they save because
they [weren'’t sitting in traf-
fic], that matters to people
right at home.”

WORKERS

continues from page 1

year after learning of unpaid
wages for construction work-
ers who worked on building
the private off-campus dorm.

The city received a com-
plaint, regarding breaks
,against the construction
project at the 2400 Nueces
site. Construction workers
who built the property have
claimed they were not given
rest or water breaks dur-
ing day-long shifts of work.
While Texas does not require
breaks at the state level, an
Austin ordinance requires a
10-minute rest break for ev-
ery four hours on the job.

A construction worker,
who worked on 2400 Nueces
and spoke to The Daily Texan
on the condition of anonym-
ity, said he was mistreated in
several ways while working
on the project.

“We had no safety, no wa-
ter, no breaks — nothing,
he said. “They just wanted to
finish the job fast. They didn't
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care about safety. They just
wanted to make money and
finish the job”

Despite the conditions and
not receiving overtime pay,
the worker said he could not
quit because he had to provide
for his family and the work at
2400 Nueces was the only job
he could get at the time.

Hensel Phelps, the general
contractor for the project, did
not return a request for com-
ment, but city records show
an inspector visited the site in
response to the complaint filed
in July 2012 and took pictures
of rest stations, water coolers
and the required city-issued
signage about the policy.

The land 2400 Nueces was
built on is leased by UT to a
private college student hous-
ing developer.

Around the same time the
rest breaks complaint was
filed, a construction worker
at 2400 Nueces fell from the
sixth floor, injuring himself
and the two other workers he
fell on. They were all treated
at a hospital for non-life-
threatening injuries.

The worker interviewed
by The Daily Texan — who
was not one of the workers
who fell — said he and other
construction workers were
not given any kind of health
insurance or compensation
while working on the site.

Greg Casar, a business liai-
son representative for Work-
ers Defense Project, com-
pared Texas construction
industry to doping in sports.

“When it is so competitive,
and there is really no en-
forcement or oversight, then

it creates an incentive for
everybody to cheat,
Casar said.

Texas is one of the nation’s
most robust states for construc-
tion, with more than 950,000
construction workers in the
state, according to the 2010
US. Census. Accompanying
this massive amount of con-
struction work is limited state
government oversight and
regulation. Unlike California
and other states with large con-
struction industries, Texas does
not require breaks for workers
or compensation for on-the-
job injuries. The state also has
no task force in place to moni-
tor workplace fraud.

The allegations made by
workers in West Campus
are consistent with statewide
worker mistreatment issues
discussed in a report by UT.

Earlier this year, UT faculty
— in partnership with Work-
ers Defense Project and faculty
from the University of Illinois
at Chicago — released Build
a Better Texas, a report that
examined the construction
industry in Texas. The report
found 39 percent of workers
surveyed said they did not
receive rest breaks. Another is-
sue many construction work-
ers face is being misclassi-
fied as contractors instead of
regular employees. This often
results in workers not being
compensated for overtime,
not being given health insur-
ance and having to buy their
own safety equipment.

Workers Defense Project
alleges this occurs at most
private construction proj-
ects, such as 2400 Nueces.

‘ We had no safety, no water, no breaks —
nothing. They just wanted to finish the
job fast. They didn’t care about safety.
They just wanted to make money and

finish the job.

“The idea is you are com-
pletely on your own,” Casar
said. “It totally severs any
level of responsibility any-
body has to that worker”

Worker misclassification,
or workplace fraud, is ille-
gal nationwide but the way
individual states handle and
investigate these instances
varies greatly. About 41 per-
cent of workers surveyed
said they were victims of
workplace fraud, according
to Build a Better Texas.

Further complicating the
situation is the distant relation-
ship between general contrac-
tors and construction workers,
who are often hired and super-
vised by subcontractors.

“It's not the general con-
tractors that are cheating,’
Casar said. “They have a
direct working relationship
at the developer level, and
aren’t overseeing the labor at
any phase. If you just build a
building, and don’t ask ques-
tions, that’s what you get”

In July, Workers Defense
Project filed a lien — a legal
maneuver that prevents the
owners from selling the prop-
erty and could lead to further
legal action — against Ameri-
can Campus Communities,
the owner of The Callaway
House, after construction
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—Anonymous contruction worker

workers on the project claimed
$36,800 in unpaid wages. Ear-
lier this week, The Callaway
House’s general contractor,
Harvey-Cleary, promised to
pay the unpaid wages follow-

ing the lien.
This is the second time
Workers Defense Project

has successfully advocated
for unpaid workers against
the owners of The Callaway
House. In April, workers won
a claim of more than $24,000
in unpaid wages.

Gina Cowart, vice presi-
dent of investor relations
and corporate marketing at
American Campus Commu-
nities, said the company had
instructed Harvey-Cleary to
pay the workers for the full
amount of unpaid wages.
American Campus Commu-
nities is “rigorous” in paying
its contractors and service
providers, Cowart said.

“We do not believe we
have been accurately por-
trayed by Workers Defense
Project  communications,’
Cowart said in a statement.
“However, we do respect the
role they played in bringing
the matter to our attention to
foster resolution.”

Almost a quarter of con-
struction workers surveyed
by Build a Better Texas re-
ported they had previously
been denied wages.

The documents obtained
from the city also revealed
a complaint filed in May
against The Callaway House
construction ~ project  for
violating the ordinance that
requires rest breaks on con-
struction sites.

City records show an in-
spector visited the site after
the complaint and found the
required city-issued signage
about the policy was posted
at the site. The inspector also
reminded the management
of the ordinance.

Harvey-Cleary did not re-
turn a request for comment.

COLLEGE SKI & BOARD WEEK
4
L

Vail - Beaver Creek * Keystone * Arapahoe Basin
20 Mountains. 5 Resorts. 1 Price.

e519

plus t/s

JANUARY
5-10. 2014

i3 ¥

UBSIKIr www.uBsKI.coM

1-800-SKI-WILD « 1-800-754-9453




Bluebird

Your Checking & Debit Alternative™

f'f

NO minimum D
balances or
overdraft fees. s

Sorry, there’s nothing we can Members
do about the price of books. ATM

ATM Access

)

R R R R
)
BB .
‘
|

Conveniently
Add Funds

available balance:

& on o SMYMIN
$ request | BAL

money

No Minimum
Balance

transactions

‘ Bluebird

|
Bluebird

ERlca 876543 21001

: :‘;E ?B'XL, L E- N ©AMEX
g =2 t -

No Overdraft or
Monthly Fees

The Unofficial Currency of College

Sign up for free at BluebirdForCollege.com or
purchase an Account Set-Up Kit for $5 at Walmart.

Bluebird is issued by American Express Travel Related Services Company, Inc, licensed as a money transmitter by the Banking Department of the

Available at Walmart > <

State of New York. Terms and conditions apply; certain fees and surcharges may apply; see Bluebird.com for details. Registration and activation
required to access all Bluebird features and benefits. You must be at least 18 years old to purchase and register for Bluebird. Not for sale in Vermont.



OPINION

EDITORIAL

Set legal precedent for
undocumented rights

As reported by the Texas Tribune on Sept.
4, the Texas Supreme Court might rule this
month on Rodriguez v. Boerjan: a case that
seems straightforward, but highlights a gray
area in the legal status afforded to undocu-
mented immigrants.

In 2007, a car with a group of undocu-
mented immigrants tried to get around a
US. Border Patrol checkpoint in Brooks
County by crossing land belonging to the
Mestena Group, a company dealing largely
in uranium production. After Philip Boer-
jan, a security guard, stopped the vehicle, the
driver took off, starting a high-speed pursuit
down a dusty caliche road. The chase ended
in a rollover accident that killed three of the
car’s passengers — a couple and their 7-year-
old daughter.

The family of the deceased filed a wrong-
ful death lawsuit against Boerjan and the
company, claiming that the pursuit consti-
tuted negligence, assault and other related
offenses.

The defendants responded that they were
not liable for the deaths, as the plaintiffs’
wrongful death charges “are inextricably
intertwined with the decedents illegal ac-
tivities and accordingly, are barred under the
Unlawful Acts Rule”

The Unlawful Acts Rule is a long-standing
doctrine that bars people from seeking rec-
ompense for damages if they cannot separate
the claims from their own illegal activity.

A state court, sympathetic to that argu-
ment, dismissed the charges in 2011. After
the Fourth Court of Appeals in San Antonio
then ruled in favor of the plaintiffs, Boerjan
and the company appealed to the Texas Su-
preme Court.

No one contests that the occupants of the
car were trespassing on private property,
lending credence to Boerjan and the Mes-
tena Group’s arguments.

We concur with Texas Agriculture Com-
missioner Todd Staples, who filed an amicus
brief on their behalf that read in part, “Key
to the preservation and promotion of agri-
culture is the protection of private property
owners’ rights... the court must recognize
and continue to apply established Texas law

14

Undocumented immigrants are
committing an unlawful act simply
by being on American soil. Does
the Unlawful Acts Rule grant im-
munity to anyone who normally
would be liable for damages, as
long as the victim is in this coun-
try illegally?

recognizing these rights”

Boerjan, in his capacity as a security
guard, was well within his rights to confront
and pursue intruders, regardless of their citi-
zenship or immigration status.

However, the case raises a difficult ques-
tion. Undocumented immigrants are com-
mitting an unlawful act simply by being on
American soil. Does the Unlawful Acts Rule
grant immunity to anyone who normally
would be liable for damages, as long as the
victim is in this country illegally?

The Mexican government and the Mexi-
can American Legal Defense and Education-
al Fund both filed amicus briefs expressing
that concern. A decision “to allow a person’s
immigration status to bar his recovery in
tort,” read the MALDEF brief, “will leave
undocumented immigrants without civil
remedies, and will encourage vigilantism
and lawlessness directed against the Latino
community.”

In this particular case we feel that Boerjan
acted appropriately and should not be held
liable for the fate of those who trespassed on
private property. However, we hope that the
court is careful not to set a precedent that
prevents people from suing because of their
undocumented status even when they are
wronged on American soil.

Undocumented immigrants are still hu-
man beings and should have the ability
to seek legal redress for persecution done
to them.

HORNS UP: A STEP TOWARD EQUALITY IN SAN ANTONIO

After a great deal of controversy and debate, the

San Antonio City Council voted 8-3 to include the

LGBT community in its list of classes protected

from discrimination. Although Austin, Houston,

Dallas and Fort Worth all have similar protec-

tions on the books, the updated ordinance in San

Antonio became a hotly contested issue in recent

weeks. City Councilwoman Elisa Chan came under fire after being caught on tape call-

ing homosexuality “disgusting,” and opponents of the ordinance mounted a campaign

suggesting that it would be used to erode religious liberty in the city. Religious liberty

does not grant anyone license to persecute others for their identity, and we applaud
San Antonio for extending protection to its gay and transgender citizens.

HORNS DOWN: WHAT IS “BANDWIDTH,”

Dear

no-reply@manage-pna.gw.utexas.edu,

words cannot express how much we resent you

for informing us, with the smart-alecky “Ooops!”

of one who knows they are a safe distance away

from a punch in the face, that we are “out of band-

width” We've been here for, like, a week, and it’s
way too soon to have to pay five dollars like some sort of internet-junkie Oliver Twist
just to research the rest of this Horns Up, Horns Down.

HORNS UP: A SALUTE TO A DEPARTING JUSTICE

Nine years of service as the Chief Justice of the

Texas Supreme Court is more than enough. But

even so, were sad to see Wallace Jefferson go.

Jefferson, who currently holds the position, an-

nounced this week that he will resign at the end of

the month. During his time as Supreme Court Jus-

tice, Jefferson, the first African-American to hold

the office, promoted initiatives for transparency in the courts and pushed reforms to

the juvenile justice system. Chief Justice Jefferson smartly considered the practical

policy decisions of his legal choices and consequently helped foster a culture in the
court that considered the needs of all Texans. He will be missed.

HORNS DOWN: NO GRAPES THIS YEAR

The 2013 grape harvest in Texas has proven

to be one of the worst in recorded history. Texas

Monthly reported that due to a string of record-

breaking spring freezes in March and April vines

are under-producing or dying at such a level that

the summer harvest has been reduced practically

to nothing. It’s bad news for Texas wine aficionados, but even worse news for the
growers and their employees. One can only hope for better luck next year.

LAURA WRIGHT, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF / @DTeditorial
Friday, September 6, 2013
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Let shuttle routes stay

On Wednesday, the Texan reported on a
plan by Capital Metro to eliminate two of
its UT shuttle routes to cut costs, perhaps as
early as January. The routes on the chopping
block serve the Wickersham Lane and Cam-
eron Road areas, in southeast and northeast
Austin, respectively. According to Capital
Metro, these routes have the lowest ridership
of any of UT’s shuttles.

While the route cancellations would af-
fect all students living in the areas through
which the shuttles run, they will likely hit
graduate students especially hard, says Co-
lumbia Mishra, Graduate Student Assembly
president. We're inclined to agree and urge
the Capital Metro board of directors to vote
against the plan.

Finding housing, while difficult for all
Longhorns, is especially difficult for graduate
students, Mishra says, because most students
live on small salaries in the most expensive
rental market in Texas. Compounding this
problem is the limited availability of Uni-
versity-provided graduate student housing.
According to Eric Campbell, a linguistics
graduate student who lives in the University
Apartments on Lake Austin Boulevard, he
had to sit on a waiting list for a year, and he
suspects the wait may have grown longer.

Because of these factors, graduate students
tend to look east of Interstate 35, where rents

are cheaper than in the areas directly adjoin-
ing campus. For such students, the presence
of the shuttles allows them to get to campus
in a timely manner without a car.

The cuts, if enacted, won't isolate gradu-
ate students completely, but they will leave
them with less-than-ideal options for getting
to campus.

“Many graduate students dont have a
car. ... There are city bus routes, but they
would take three times as long as the current
routes,” Mishra said. In addition, the propos-
al could lead to less safe late-night commutes
home.

According to the American Community
Survey’s five-year estimates from 2007 to
2011, 886 graduate students lived in the ZIP
codes through which the Wickersham Lane
shuttle passes, and 1,197 lived in the area of
the Cameron Road shuttle. While not all of
these students attended UT, these statistics
put somewhere around 17 percent of UT
graduate students at risk.

Capital Metro says it doesn’t have enough
money from UT to keep the shuttles run-
ning, but surely there are other, less drastic
changes that could be implemented that
wouldn’t be so disruptive to students’ lives.
Reducing frequency, while it would result in
more crowded buses, would be better than
no buses at all.

Charlie Pearce / Daily Texan Staff

The Friday Firing Lines:
Go ahead, take your shot

Every Friday, the Daily Texan editorial board will publish a selection of tweets and on-
line comments culled from the Daily Texan website and the various Daily Texan Twitter
accounts, along with direct submissions from readers.

Our intention is to continue the tradition of the Firing Line, a column first started in the
Texan in 1909, in which readers share their opinions ‘concerning any matter of general
interest they choose.” Just like in 1909, the Texan “will never express its approval or disap-
proval of opinions given under the [Firing Line] header.” In other words, take your shot.

BALLOON BACKLASH

“Folks at @thedailytexan should be
ashamed of the ridiculous race-baiting
articles they’ve written about West Cam-
pus lately”

Twitter user @TXTylerNorris in re-
sponse to The Daily Texan’s coverage of
the balloon thrown at government senior
Bryan Davis, which Davis reported was

filled with bleach.

“+1 on the grammar ‘@thedailytexan:
Meet Bryan Davis: the man who was at-
tacked by a balloon attack in West Campus™

Twitter user @walkerfountain

“@thedailytexan On a related note, I
saw a UFO last night”

Twitter user @dave_player in response
to the tweet “Another student was targeted
in a West Campus balloon attack” from
the Daily Texan twitter account.

“@thedailytexan I got hit once 3 years
ago. Is there a 1-800 law firm number I
should dial? #WestCampusProblems”

Twitter user @MatthewSeliger, in re-
sponse to the tweet “Keep up with the West
Campus balloon attacks with today’s sto-
ry” from the Daily Texan twitter account.

WATER WORRIES

On the day that Lake Buchanan has
dropped to its lowest level since the great
drought of the 1950s, in fact its lowest
level ever, UT’s fountain near the LBJ Li-
brary was spewing a massive geyser into
the air. In the middle of a drought
second only to the one in the 1950s,
when far fewer people lived in Austin
and needed water here.

Usually that fountain is not on. It may
be they were running the thing to “main-
tain” the machinery. But the fact is, no
fountain should be there at all.

Let me explain, if necessary: Austin’s
average rainfall is 33 inches annually.
That of course means that in many years
we receive less than that. This is a semi-
arid land. It is NOT tropical. We barely
get enough rain ... a fact that is decep-
tive because of the rare reality of Barton
Springs and the Colorado River, dammed
in a series of holding lakes. People are
lulled by these gems, although they are
seeing Lake Travis down to about 30 per-
cent of its capacity.

Fountains can make hot, dry places
seem cooler and more pleasant, but they
use water for ornamental, pleasurable
purposes, not for critical life support.

If someone says that the UT fountain is
recycling water, then the question should
be focused on the evaporation rate. How
much water has been lost today in the
hours that fountain has been on, not only
from its large surface, but also spraying so
high in the air? How is this justifiable? Ex-
tend this out to other fountains on campus.

Bottom line: No water, no life. Think
hard about this. Nothing else is more
important.

Submitted by reader Elizabeth Whitlow
via email.

STUDENTS ALREADY GET SYRIA

You pompous blow hard. Why is it that
the Texan assumes that UT students are
not capable of thinking about complex
issues on their own initiative?

“Anne,” via the Daily Texan website, in
response to the editorial “Why students
should care about Syria.”

LEGALESE | Opinions expressed in The Daily Texan
are those of the editor, the Editorial Board or the writer
of the article. They are not necessarily those of the

UT administration, the Board of Regents or the Texas
Student Media Board of Operating Trustees.

clarity and liability.

SUBMIT A FIRING LINE | E-mail your Firing Lines to
firingline@dailytexanonline.com. Letters must be
more than 100 and fewer than 300 words. The Texan
reserves the right to edit all submissions for brevity,

RECYCLE | Please recycle this copy of The Daily Texan.
Place the paper in one of the recycling bins on campus or
back in the burnt-orange newsstand where you found it.
EDITORIAL TWITTER | Follow The Daily Texan Editorial

Board on Twitter (@DTeditorial) and receive updates on
our latest editorials and columns.
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Eckerman sets for new year

By Evan Berkowitz

@texansports
What more does Hal-
ey Eckerman have left

to accomplish?

She started out as the No.
5 recruit, according to Prep
Volleyball, out of Waterloo,
Iowa. In the last three years
she became an All-American,
a national champion and the
second Longhorn in program
history to be named National
Freshman of the Year.

“Even if I dont get an
award at the end of the year,
it's how have I improved and
made myself and my team
better;” Eckerman said. “It’s
not about the award”

That's the kind of at-
titude that excites head
coach Jerritt Elliott, and
eases his worry about a
championship hangover.

“Our girls tried hard and
competed [with their] all”
Elliott said after the team’s
season-opening loss to Ha-
waii last week. “We are going
to take some losses. But as
long as we put it all out there,
I can’t be mad”

With her past accolades,
great expectations come
for Eckerman.

Eckerman earned the Big
12 Player of the Year award
last season, but shes not
worried about repeating her
sensational year, which in-
cluded 504 kills and a .298
hitting percentage.

“I don't think there is
much pressure,” Eckerman
said. “It’s just an award they
give out at the beginning

.
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Elisabeth Dillon / Daily Texan Staff

Junior outside hitter Haley Eckerman is ready to begin the 2013 season, and is not worried about the pressure that comes
with being a part of Texas’ 2012 NCAA National Team and winning several awards for her play last season.

of the year. To us, ranking
means nothing. It is about
playing and finding
our routine”

Instead of focusing on in-
dividual recognition, she is
excited about the team.

“Winning a  national
championship helped set
the standard for us,” Ecker-
man said. “We have always
come in with a big meeting
to set our standards. This is
a new team and it is a new
year, so we will have to figure

out what it will take to reach
those standards again”

Eckerman knows this
group isn’t the same as the
one that beat Oregon in the
national championship game
last year, despite losing only
ShaDare McNeal from the
2012 team.

“It's a whole different team,
with freshmen and people
playing at different posi-
tions,” Eckerman said. “It’s a
whole different dynamic and
it’s fun playing with it”

So when Eckerman takes
the court Saturday in the
home opener against No. 1
Penn State, she won't think
about being last year’s Na-
tional Co-Player of the Year
or the recent Big 12 Pre-
season Player of the Year. She
will instead focus on helping
the team be the best it can be.

“We get to write our own
journey, Eckerman said. “As
[Elliott] said last year, we won
that championship as a team.
We will have to do it again”
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Evenifl don’t getan
award at the end of the
year, it’s how have | im-
proved and made myself
and my team better. It's
not about the award.

—Haley Eckerman,
junior outside hitter

PENN STATE

continues from page 1

on numerous occasions, new
faces like Victoria are eager
to feel the intensity of such a
high level of volleyball.

“I'm very excited because

this is going to be my first
match here in Gregory Gym,”
Victoria said. “The game is a
lot faster here than at the in-
ternational level. I'm really
excited to play against Penn
State, and I'm a little nervous,
but that’s normal”

Penn State holds five na-
tional championships in
school history, including
four straight from 2007-
2010. With a win, Texas will
make a statement: It’s ready
to start a dynasty of its own.

In addition to the game

against Penn State, Texas will
host another powerhouse,
No. 2 Stanford. There is plen-
ty of experience to be gained,
and this matchup with the
best teams will test the de-
fending champions.
“Obviously wed like to go

in and win these matches and
that’s the priority right now, but
we're learning so much about
our team,” Elliott said. “That’s
the important thing I'm taking
away from this, trying to get
our team ready for the Big 12
and get back to the Final Four”

SOCCER

Horns return to Austin
for weekend homestand

By Brittany Lamas
@brittany_lamas

Texas women’s soccer
returns home, after losing
both games of a two-game
road trip, to take on Sam-
ford on Friday and Illinois
State on Sunday in Austin at
Mike A. Meyers Track and
Soccer Stadium.

Senior midfielder Gabby
Zarnegar said the losses
will not affect the team
this weekend.

“We built our mentality
this week to be more com-
petitive and not be soft on
teams,” Zarnegar said. “We
want to really impose our
style onto them.”

In their last outing, the
Longhorns lost to Oregon
2-1 in Eugene, despite out-
shooting the Ducks 14-9
and forcing eight corner
kicks to Oregon’s four.
Zarnegar had a team-
leading four shots in the
game, but was unable
to score.

Texas’ only goal came off
a penalty kick 85 minutes
into the game from junior
defender Brooke Gilbert
after freshman forward
Jasmine Hart was taken
down by Oregon goalkeep-
er Abby Steele in the box.

Longhorn keeper Abby
Smith had three saves
that day but was unable to
stop two first-half goals by
the Ducks.

“There’s a ton of posi-
tives I took out of this
weekend: being second in
the nation in corner kicks
and leading in the minutes
of possession of each game
and shots,” head coach
Angela Kelly said. “It’s not
for a lack of organizing for
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We built our mentality
this week to be more
competitive and not so
soft on teams. We want
to really impose our
style onto them.

—Gabby Zarnegar,
senior midfielder

success in terms of creat-
ing, it's now organizing for
success to dominate and
put a ball in early”

Friday will be the second
meeting between Texas
and Samford in program
history. The Bulldogs
posted an 8-1-2 Southern
Conference record in 2012
and returned seven starters
for 2013. So far this season
Samford holds a 2-1 record
and is coming off a win
against in-state rival Au-
burn for the first time in
school history.

Texas has never played
against Illinois State, a
member of the Missouri
Valley Conference — a
conference Texas soccer
has only played against one
other time in program his-
tory. The Redbirds won the
2012 Missouri Valley con-
ference title, but after beat-
ing Miami (Ohio) 3-2, they
lost their last three match-
es and allowed at least four
goals in each match. This
is a stat the Longhorns
hope to take advantage of
as they attempt to break
their streak of out-shoot-
ing opponents and losing.

MEN’S GOLF

the roster.

JOHNATHAN SCHNITZER

Schnitzer, a redshirt senior from Houston, played sparingly for
the Longhorns in 2012, after taking a redshirt for his junior
season. The senior holds a 76.5 stroke average for his collegiate
career, but earned a spot in the Longhorns starting five after a
strong offseason.

TONI HAKULA

Finnish phenom Hakula, who is entering his final season at Texas,
is the only remaining Longhorn from the 2012 lineup who won the
NCAA National Championship. The senior was on the All-Big 12
Team that year, and after a less successful season last year, Hakula
seeks to regain his old form during his final season in Austin.

BEAU HOSSLER
Hossler will finally get his college career underway this season
after making national headlines at the 2012 US Open, where he
finished tied for 29th after briefly sitting atop the leaderboard
during the second round. The redshirt freshman from Mission
Viejo, Calif., is already being compared to former Texas standout
Jordan Spieth.

GAVIN HALL
Hall, a Pittsford, N.Y., native, enters Texas as a transfer after
spending the spring at UCLA. Like Hossler, Hall was one of the
top recruits in the 2013 class after putting together an impressive
junior career. The redshirt freshman is expected to contribute im-
mediately and could finish the season as one of the top golfers on

BRAX MCCARTHY
McCarthy, a senior from Fort Worth, rounds out the top five for
the Longhorns this season. The veteran was the “sixth man” for
Texas last season, playing just 15 rounds throughout the year. Mc-
Carthy had a stroke average of 73.9 in 2012-2013, but if he can
put together a strong campaign this season, Texas could make a
national championship run.

Five men’s golfers to watch

Texas men’s golf begins its 2013 fall season today at the Carpet Capital Collegiate in Rocy
Face, Ga. Here are the five players who will compete as the team’s five travel players.

—Stefan Scrafield
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SIDELINE
MLB

CARDINALS

BY THE NUMBERS

13

The number of years
since Texas football last
lost a non-conference
road game. Texas lost to
Stanford 27-24 in 2000.

2

The number of times
this year the first five
players in the Astros’
lineup have had at least
two hits each, which
they accomplished in
Houston’s 6-5 win over
the Twins.

7

The number of individual
Red Sox players who hit
homeruns in Boston’s
20-4 win against the
Tigers on Wednesday,
trying an A.L. record for
most players to hit a
homerun in a

single game.

TOP TWEET

ﬂ Mike Davis
@MikeDavis_1
“Find strength
through every
struggle..because
the things you
have been through
have made you
the person you are
today.”

SPORTS
BRIEFLY

Ed Reed could play in

Texans season opener

HOUSTON — Safety
Ed Reed could play when
the Texans open the sea-
son at San Diego on Mon-
day night. He returned
to practice this week
and is recovering from
hip surgery.

“I don’t want to say
it can’t happen because
there’s been such good
progress,” coach Gary
Kubiak said. “So we’ll
see day to day.”

Reed was taken off
the Physically Unable to
Perform list on Saturday
and returned on a lim-
ited basis. He is recov-
ering from an April sur-
gery to repair a partially
torn labrum.

The nine-time Pro
Bowler, signed in the off-
season, will practice in
pads for the first time on
Friday. Kubiak said he’ll
know more about his sta-
tus for the opener in the
next couple of days.

“He’s come a long
way,”  Kubiak  said.
“There’s some progress
that would have to be
made to get him ready
to go on Monday, but
boy, has he made a lot
of progress.”

—Associated Press
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ASTEA

BY ANIK

YES! OVER AN HOUR
AGO, NOW -

PLEASE, TAKE A
SEAT, CREWMAN.

UH, A MONTH AGO, SIR.

— 1 [Or veSs, OF COLRSE! YES, RIGHT.
RIGHT. WELL THAT'S FANTASTIC! T

WOULD YOU LIKE
SOMETHING TO
DRINK? SOME
QVIAR, PERHAPS?

| TO THIS SHIP.. UH... ON ———

VERY WELL OV-

TH-THANK YOU, SIR,
T CERTAINLY H-HAV-

YOUR TIME HERE!
]

WONDERFUL! SO, YOU SEEM LIKE YOU'RE FOM KLIAR DISTRICT, AM I RIGHT?
HOW ARE THINGS THERE? T HAVEN'T BEEN BACK IN ASTEA FOR A WHILE...

UH, V-VERY WELL, SIR, THINGS ARE

WHY, YES | r—
INDEED | ——
THEY, UH NT i
00, V-V-

3

VERY T-
TASTY,
YES.

1

EXCELLENT/ T WAS PLAN-
NING ON HEADING DOWN

THERE ON MY NEXT OUTY
BREAK! CAN DO YOU HAVE
ANY RECOMMENDATIONS?

With Su?

JAND SLIRELY YOU'VE
BEEN NEAR ORETSVA
CITY? I HEAR THEY
MAKE SOME
P |DEEEELICIOUS
HAR SKOVILSH
]| OVER THERE?

=%

PLUS THE WATERFRONT
HAS SOME SPLENDID
VIEWS OF LAKE SIRAL,
YOU MUST HAVE BEEN
THERE, I'M SURE.

S0, EN;IGN TYAVAR, I DON'T THINK WE'VE
MET! APPARENTLY YOU TRANSFERED OVER

JUST WANTED TO MAKE SUIRE YOU
WERE GETTING THE MOST OUT OF

I... WELL, THE.. UH, T MEAN T

WOULD THINK YOU CAN FIND
ROOM AND BOARD FAIRLY, UH
EASILY... AND THE, UH... P-P-
PUBLIC TRANSPORT IS NICE,
50 6-GETTING AROUND IS EAS-

BY THE RAYS OF
STOI, WHAT IS
THE MEANING

OF THISPP?
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Live life above the rest.

2101 Rio Grande Suite 1001 Austin TX 78705

Salt water pool converts to giant hot tub
Fitness Center overlooks downtown
Floor to ceiling windows

Fido Friendly all sizes
Granite countertops

3500 off

1st Month’s Rent

$500

Southwest Airline
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VEHICLES FOR SALE

010 Misc. Autos

PEDICAB RIDER!$$! Start now!
Hiring guys and girls. ACL and
UT Football. www.metrocycle-
cab.com 512-825-1276

070 Motorcycles

MOTORSCOOTER 2008
yamaha zuma yw50,406 actual
miles, metallic blue, includes

2 new helmets. $1800.00 call
512-260-6757

HOUSING RENTAL

400 Condos-Townhouses

1900 SAN GABRIEL Unit 108,
Huge,

rage- $1600/mo.
512 476-7059 or 512-484-7166

420 Unf. Houses
UT 7 BLOCKS 2008 E 22ND

3 bedrooms 1 1/2 baths com-
plete remodel, hardwoods, new
appliances

$1,895.00 512-467-8001
ANNOUNCEMENTS

510 Entertainment-Tickets

THE MUSIC

FEST.COM

AT STEAM-
BOAT

530 Travel Transportation

COLLEGE SKI & BOARD WEEK

Breckenridge ¢ Vail * Keystone
Beaver Creek * Arapahoe Basin

SRECKENRIDG,

T

20 Mountains. 5 Resorts. 1 Price.

65193

JANUARY
5-10. 2014

WWW.UBSKI.COM
600 West 28" St, Suite #102

1-800-SKI-WILD e 1-800-754-9453
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560 Public Notice

WANT TO BECOME A NOTARY?
Contact 512-291-5400

EMPLOYMENT

166 Recruitment

$5,500-$10,000
PAID EGG DO-
NORS

SAT>1100/ACT>24/GPA>3.0 N/
Smokers, All Races Needed!
Ages 18-26. Reply to: info@egg-
donorcenter.com

783 Internship

INTERN FOR @SMACKTALK
Need clever sportswriters to
intern / tweet for @smacktalk
DirectMessage for more infor-
mation

790 Part Time

BARTENDING!
TENTIAL

No experience necessary. Train-
ing available. Age 18+. 800-965-
6520 ext. 113

FUN JOB, GREAT
PAY!

Mad Science needs animated
instructors to conduct enter-
taining hands-on, after-school
programs and/or children’s
birthday parties in Austin area
schools. Must have dependable
car, be available after 1:00pm at
least two weekdays, and prior
experience working with groups
of elementary age children. We
provide the training and equip-
ment. If you enjoy working with
children and are looking to work
only a few hours per week, this
is the job for you! Pay: $25 - $35
per 1 hr. class. Call 892-1143 or
website at www.austin.mad-
science.com

STUDENTPAYOUTS. COM Paid
Survey Takers Needed in Aus-
tin. 100% FREE to Join! Click on
Surveys.

PART-TIME MEDICAL CSR’S
Needed for data entry and an-
swering phones. Email resume
to: humanresourcedept1

@travismedical.com

$300/DAY PO-

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT: Op-
portunity for efficient detail-ori-
ented UT graduate student. $20
hour. As needed basis.

791 Nanny Wanted

CHILDCARE HELP Tarrytown
family looking for afternoon
help with kids (12, 8). 512-626-
8426

791 Nanny Wanted

*ROCKSTAR NANNY NEEDED*
Looking for an energetic, reli-
able nanny for awesome 9 and 4
year old. Steiner Ranch. Flexible
hrs, approx 8-16 hrs/week (can
work around school schedules).
512-431-3695

AFTER
SCHOOL
HELP
WANTED

After-school help wanted for
easy-going 9-year old 4th-grade
girl. Pick up from school and
supervise homework in N. W.
Hills area. Schedule and duties
negotiable, but generally 4-6.30
p.m., M-F. GREAT PAY. Call, text
or e-mail with your interest. 512-
431-9518

AFTER SCHOOL TUTOR 8 & 10
y/o homework and activities.
Need car. West Bee Cave. $15/hr
daily 3-5 pm 512-263-8135

GRAD
STUDENT
LIVE IN

Needed male or female grad
student with great personal ref-
erences to live with family, kids
ages 12-15. Must be on call 2
pm-8pm M-F. Free private room
+ bath in exchange for picking
kids up from school, taking to
activities, tutoring in Math (4
hours per week) and help on any
homework needed. Keep kitch-
en clean and various other du-
ties around the house - willing to
be an integral part of a fun fam-
ily. Must be Christian, drug free,
enjoy being a role model and
like dogs /cats. Must supply reli-
able, clean car with good driving
record. Take students to crew-
ing from Lakeway to Town lake
4 days per week. Handy with
keeping house in shape, knowl-
edge on asthma and EpiPens a
plus. Great accomodations at
Lake Travis. Send resume and
personal note via email to caro-
lyn3939@att.net

PART TIME NANNY Care for 2
boys 11 and 15. M-F 3:30 -6pm.
Pick up from school, help with
HW and driving to sports events.
Lbrucker@austin.rr.com. Start

September 4th, car needed. 512-
791-0803

RECNCISE

DailylexanClassifieds.com
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DISCOVER

OUR WORLD
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@3 OLIVER WYMAN
GET THERE FASTER

Some people know precisely where they want to go. Others seek the adventure of discovering uncharted
territory. Whatever you want your professional journey to be, you’ll find what you’re looking for at Oliver Wyman.

INFORMATION SESSION & PANEL
Monday, September 9th, 7:00 -9:00 pm, UTC 3.102
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800 General Help Wanted

CAMPAIGN STAFF NEEDED!
Staff needed for progressive po-
litical campaign! Flexible sched-
ule and competitive hourly wag-
es. Call (512) 981-6380.

870 Medical

Seeks College-Educated Men
1839 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program

Donors average $150 per specimen.
Apply on-line
www.123Donate.com

Sell Hobbies

AUSTIN POST-
CARD & PAPER
SHOW

The Capital of Texas Postcard
Club Presents a

One-Day Show Featuring
Antique & Vintage Postcards
and Paper

Saturday, September 28, 2013
The Norris Conference Center
2525 W. Anderson Lane

Austin, TX 78757

Hours: 9:00 AM i 5:00 PM
Admission: Adults $2.00

Buy f Sell A Trade

Appraisals
http//:www.ctxpc.org
https//:www.facebook.com/
ctxpc

ctxpc@ctxpc.or

I
SEE WHAT OUR

ONLINE
SYSTEM

has to offer,
and place

YOUR AD
NOW!

DAILYTEXANCLASSIFIEDS.COM
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Discover the world of Oliver Wyman at oliverwyman.com/careers

recycle recycle recycle
recycle recycle recycle
recycle recycle recycle

recycle recycle recycle
recycle recycle recycle
recycle recycle recycle

ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice

must be given by 10 am the first day of

as the arer

for only ONE incorrect

insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its officers, employees and
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-

ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney's fees resulting from
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement
All ad copy must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval

You saw YA

in the Texan

every week

super tuesday
COUPONS

WONPERWORE]

HOW TO PILAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — horizon-
tally, vertically, diagonally, even backward. Find them and CIRCLE THEIR
LETTERS ONLY. DO NOT CIRCLE THE WORD. The leftover letters
spell the Wonderword.

BALANCE AND POSTURE

By DAVID
OUELLET

Solution: 5 letters
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© 2013 Universal Uclick  www.wonderword.com  Join us on Facebook

9/9
Adjust, Align, Back, Bending, Bones, Brain, Breathing,
Carry, Center, Chest, Control, Coordination, Core, Ease,
Exercise, Form, Golfing, Health, Heel to Heel, Hips, Joint,
Knee, Laundry, Leaning, Lift, Maintain, Muscle, Neutralize,
Pain, Position, Slumping, Somatosensory, Spine, Standing,
Strength, Technique, Therapy, Tone, Train, Twist, Visual
Last Saturday’s Answer: Football
To purchase the WONDERWORD MILLENNIUM SERIES #1, call toll-free, 1-800-642-
6480. Order online at wonderword.universaluclick.com. (Contains 100 puzzles.)
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Visit our booth at the Career Fair on Wednesday, September 11th

FULL-TIME APPLICATION DEADLINE
Wednesday, September 11th. Please follow instructions via our Career Services posting
to submitan application.

Oliver Wyman is a leading global management consulting firm that combines deep
industry knowledge with specialized expertise in strategy, operations, risk management,
and organization transformation. With offices in 50+ cities across 25 countries, Oliver
Wyman works with the CEOs and executive teams of Global 1000 companies.

An equal opportunity employer M/F/D/V.
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LIFE&ARTS

CITY

Barstool p

By Elizabeth Williams
@bellzabeth

With the help of a pen and
cocktail napkin, meeting
people at bars has never been
easier. Just ask Bob Makela.

“We were laughing, having
a good time and meanwhile
we have this stack of napkins,
poems on napkins growing
at our table,” said Makela, a
local cab driver and freelance
writer. “Every female in the
bar wandered over and asked
us what the hell we were do-
ing because it was a strange
thing to be doing”

And thus, barstool poetry
was born. The concept was
simple enough: Pick up a
napkin and write down a ti-
tle. Give the napkin to some-
one else to write a poem that
fits that title. Repeat.

Intrigued by their success
that night in 1992, Makela
and his roommate Jon Con-
gdon tried their poetry
trick again. Before too long,
friends, strangers and even
the waitstaff would be trad-
ing poems.

“I kind of see it as a cross
between karaoke meets po-
etry slam meets open-mic
night at a comedy club,
Makela said. “It ranges from
very funny, very wise, very
perceptive to ridiculous, of-
fensive and just flat-out bad.”

One only needs to read
a handful of titles to real-
ize this — pensive titles like
“The Last One” and “It Is
What It Is” are followed by
“Pee Spray On My Ankle”
and “It Got Weird When the
Unicorn Showed Up”

After moving from Los
Angeles to Austin in 2010,
Makela published his first

SARAH GRACE SWEENEY, LIFE&ARTS EDITOR / @DTlifeandarts
Friday, September 6, 2013

anthology of barstool poetry,
which he sold to cab riders.

“Id have three copies sit-
ting in [the cab],” Makela
said. “I didn’t bring it up,
they were just sitting there.
People would see the book
and ask me about it”

Makela picked up Carlos
Mendieta and his then-girl-
friend on the way to a Radio-
head concert. By the time the
ride was over, Mendieta was
sold on barstool poetry.

“[Barstool poetry] runs
the gamut from poems that
are ridiculously funny and/or
complete nonsense to po-

ems that are quite profound,”
Mendieta said. “That’s one of
the things that’s great about
it ... You never know what
you're going to get”

Makelas book  caught
the attention of customer-
turned-friend Dave Kalb,
who organized the first “Bar-
stool Poetry (The Early Years:
1992-2000)” book party in
Austin.

“My initial goal was to
take Bob's original idea, kick
it off in Austin and then keep
it going,” Kalb said. “At this
point, Bob was a valuable
friend, and I wanted to make

it happen for him.”

This first party in Novem-
ber 2012 produced another
anthology of all the poems
written that night, “Barstool
Poetry (Book Party #1: Star
Bar — Austin, TX).” It was ob-
vious the night was a phenom-
enon that went much further
than just Makela’s regulars.

“I brought several friends
who have ridden with me
in Bob’s cab before and met
others there that were also
valued patrons,” Kalb said.
“Although we knew why we
were there, it was incredible
to see the rest of the crowd

join in ... It was great to see
everyone get involved, grab
some liquid courage, share
some laughs and make some
memories.”

Makela’s anthologies prove
that the people in bars are
just the same as they were
that fateful night in 1992.

“What struck me is, 20
years later, how much things
haven't changed,” Makela
said. “Guys are still crude and
rude and offensive, and peo-
ple still pour their hearts out”

A boredom buster evolved
into more than just an easy
way to pick up chicks at a bar.

oetry connects strangers

Bob Maleka
is holding the
sixth Barstool
Poetry Book
Party on Sept.
7 at Violet
Crown Social
Club at 9 p.m.
Barstool po-
etry involves
writing a title
on a napkin,
then passing
the napkin to
someone else
to write the
body of the
poem.

Shelby Tauber
Daily Texan
Staff

BARSTOOL POETRY
BOOK PARTY #6

When: Sept. 7, 9 p.m.
Where: Violet Crown Social
Club

“In my mind, I know it
has the potential to be the
kind of thing that could be
a fad sweeping the nation,
or it could die on the vine
and never go beyond this,
Makela said. “But I've seen
it happen and I know people
are craving that connection”

MOVIE REVIEW| ‘RIDDICK’

Photo courtesy of Universal Pictures
This film image released by Universal Pictures shows Vin Diesel in a scene from “Riddick.”

Latest ‘Riddick’ movie improves series

By Alex Williams
@alexwilliamsdt

“Riddick” is one of Hol-
lywood’s most  unlikely
franchises, spawning from
the character’s origin in the
2000 movie “Pitch Black
where Vin Diesel's notori-
ous murderer emerged as
the protagonist simply by
virtue of being the last man
standing. The 2004 sequel
took a shamelessly silly left
turn into religious allegory,
but “Riddick;” the third film,
functions mostly as a stand-
alone. The film is a surpris-
ingly entertaining follow-up,
equal parts gritty survival
thriller and slimy creature
feature, though the movie’s
best moments come when it
forgets it’s part of a franchise
and lets Diesel do his thing.

“Riddick” opens with the
titular  character (Diesel)
stranded on an unnamed
planet. As Riddick gets used
to his new home — which
lacks  everything  except
monsters of all shapes and
sizes — he eventually finds
a way to signal for help, but
the  rescue  party s

actually two teams of
competing mercenaries gun-
ning for Riddick’s head.

Riddick spends most of
the film struggling to sur-
vive, and Diesel manages to
make him a fairly dynamic
character without having to
shift out of his trademark
gravelly gear. Its a testa-
ment to Diesels hulking
charisma that he manages
to inject playful personality
into this unlikely sci-fi anti-
hero, playing every challenge
thrown at Riddick with re-
signed confidence.

Diesel's  matter-of-fact
approach to Riddick helps
ground the film’s plentiful
supply of ridiculous mo-
ments. The desolate planet,
on which Riddick finds him-
self stranded, is full of cre-
atively designed and suitably
terrifying monsters eager to
devour him, and the no-frills
badassery of Diesel’s perfor-
mance make RiddicKs strug-
gles fascinating.

When the film switches
its focus to the mercenaries
who arrive on the planet, it
is less successful. The duel-
ing teams of bounty hunters

are entertaining, but theyre
not interesting or distinct
enough for the amount of
time “Riddick” spends on
them. Jordi Molla and the
ferocious Katee Sackhoff are
the only ones who seem to
be having a good time, and
the rest of the cast ranges
from stiff to overly dour.

There are a few instances
in which “Riddick” makes
the clear-cut wrong choice,
and the film’s biggest missed
opportunity is in the cast-
ing of pro wrestler Dave
Bautista as one of the mer-
cenaries. Bautista gets a few
good lines out, but his char-
acter’s final showdown with
Riddick is disappointingly
brief, and leaves the viewer
wondering what the point
of putting these two togeth-
er on screen is if they’re not
going to be allowed to wail
on each other.

“Riddick™s worst moments
are when it’s harkening back
to the previous films. The
film basically forgets “The
Chronicles of Riddick” even
happened after the first 15
minutes, and needlessly links
one of the bounty hunters
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RIDDICK
Director: David Twohy
Genre: Action
Runtime: 119 minutes

(played by Matt Nable) to a
character from “Pitch Black”
It’s a useless bit of continuity
and narrative convenience
that hurts more than it helps.

By ditching the con-
voluted mythology and
fully embracing Riddick
as a brutal but moral pro-
tagonist, “Riddick” ends
up being a lot more fun
than either of its predeces-
sors. 'Though “Riddick”
is more than a bit similar
to “Pitch Black,” David
Twohy’s stylish direction
and Diesel’s infectious glee
at donning Riddick’s trade-
mark goggles makes for a
bloody, engaging
third installment.

ALBUM REVIEW| ‘LOVE CALLING’

New album tells story
of local artist’s return

By Hillary Hurst
@DTlifeandarts

Darden  Smith
comes back to Austin.

Though the singer-song-
writer traveled the world
in his 28-year career, Smith
will return to Austin to per-
form songs from his new al-
bum Love Calling on Friday.
Hosted by local radio station
KUTX, the album marks
Smith’s 14th release.

Smith, a Texas native, broke
into the music scene with
his first album Native Soil in
1986. Love Calling is a culmi-
nation of songs he wrote on
his trips to Nashville.

Smith’s sound mirrors his
variety of musical influences,
from singer/songwriters John
Prine and Bob Dylan to Eng-
lish pop artists such as Elvis
Costello and Nick Lowe.

“With every record, you
generally have a theme or a
sound that you want, and in
some ways Love Calling is the
most reminiscent of the first
record I made in ’86,” Smith
said. “It's more acoustic, [and]
its more based in the Texas
country-folk tradition”

A UT alumnus, Smith’s
success has taken him all
over the world, from New
York and Los Angeles to
London and Paris.

“One of the best things that
the Austin music scene gave to
me was the realization that if
I really wanted to do this as a
living, and if I really wanted to
make my career, I had to get out
of town,” Smith said. “T had to
leave in order to sustain myself
and to sustain my family. So it’s
made me work very, very hard”

Last year Smith launched
SongwritingWith, a program
created to help people work
through emotional obstacles
by writing songs. This led to
a more concentrated realm,
SongwritingWith:Soldiers.

“I met a marine at [an]
airbase in Western Germany,

always

DARDEN SMITH

Where: Stateside at the

Paramount
When: Doors at 7 p.m.,

music at 8 p.m.
How Much: $28

and it was the first time I had
ever talked to a soldier in my
life;” Smith said. “The conver-
sation that he and I had was
about songs and music, and it
made me realize that the work
that I had been doing, both
with the Be An Artist Program
and using song writing as a
conflict resolution tool, could
be used with soldiers as well,
and I could [use] that to [help]
soldiers tell their stories”

This experience stemmed
into the song “Angel Flight,”
a piece that Smith and long-
time friend and co-writer on
Love Calling, Radney Foster,
wrote in honor of the Texas
Air National Guard.

“Darden brought the idea
[of “Angel Flight”] to me, and
I'was honored to help him fin-
ish it,)” Foster said. “Darden is
a great melodic singer/song-
writer who is able to capture
the magic of little moments.”

It is Smith’s outreach proj-
ects that set him apart in the
music scene.

“The happiest musicians
I see are the ones who use
their talents to help others,
and Darden is certainly one
of those,” KUTX disc jockey
Kevin Connor said. “Darden
doesn’t play too often here at
home, and his shows are usu-
ally a special occasion.”

Even after his extensive
career, Smith isn’t ready to
hang up his guitar.

“This is my life;” Smith said.
“I want to be the old man who
is sitting around in the nursing
home in a wheelchair writing
songs. Every place I go to, if
there are people there to come
hear [my] music, I love it”



