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Alsophis melanichnus Cope 

Alsophis melanichnus: Cope 1862:76. Type locality, "Hayti, 
near Jeremie [DCpt. Grand'Anse]." Holotype, unlocated, pre- 
sumably lost, an adult (total length "36 in.," tail "10 in. 3 
lin."), collected by Dr. Weinland (not examined by authors). 

Leimadophis antillensis sancticrucis: Amaral 1929 (1930): 164 
(not of Cope 1862). 

Content. No subspecies are recognized. -:.- - J 

. Definition. This moderately sized (SVL "about 630 mm;" Figure 1. Adult male Alsophis melanichnus (MCZ R-7836) 
Schwartz and Henderson, 1991) colubrid has "aboutw 189 from La Vega (= La Vega Province?). Dominican Republic. Scale 
ventrals and "about" 108 subcaudals (male), 17 dorsal scale rows = I Cm. 
at midbody, 8 or 9 supralabials, 10 infralabials, 111 preoculars, 
212 postoculars, 2+2/2+2 temporals, and 111 loreals. The cloa- 
cal scute (= anal plate) is divided. 

Dorsal ground color in preserved specimens is dark olive. A 
pale lateral stripe on the neck continues on adjoining margins 
of scale rows 4 and 5 to midbody. A distinct black line between 
scale rows 5 and 6 similarly disappears at midbody. The labials 
are somewhat paler and some white blotches occur on the chin. 
The venter is somewhat paler than the dorsum and most ventrals 
are edged with a narrow, pale border. 

n Diagnosis. Alsophis melanichnrrs can be distinguished from Figure R-7836) 2. from Head La of Vega an adult (= La male Vega Alsophis Province?), melanichnrcs Dominican (MCZ Re- 
all other Hispaniolan colubrids by having 17 dorsal scale rows public (from Cochran 1941). 
at midbody and/or a body that is not disproportionately slender. 
The only sympatric congener, A. anomolus, has 21 dorsal scale 
rows at midbody. All other Hispaniolan colubrids either have Descriptions. In addition to that of Cope (1 862). descriptions 
extremely slender bodies and 13 or fewer posterior dorsal scale are in Cochran (1941) and Schwartz and Henderson (1991). 
rows (Uromacer) or have 19 dorsal scale rows at midbody 
(Antillophis, Darlingtoniu, H~psirhyrtchus, Ialtris). Illustrations. Line drawings of the head are in Cochran (1941). 

Map. Distribution of Alsophis melnniclrrrrrs (modified from Schwartz and Henderson 1991). The type locality is marked with a 
circle, a dot denotes the other known locality. 



Distribution. This Hispaniolan endemic is known only from 
the type locality and one additional site in La Vega Province, 
Repitblica Dominicana. The range has been illustrated in 
Schwartz and Henderson (1991). 

Fossil Record. None. 

Pertinent Literature. Schwartz (1966) referred to A. mela- 
\ ,  

nichnus in a discussion of confusion over the taxonomy of A. 
sanctaecrucis. Maglio (1970) discussed origin, phylogeny, and 
zoogeography based primarily on osteological characters. 
Schwartz (1980) characterized this species as an islandwide 
form. Schwartz and Henderson (1991) presented information 
on distribution and natural history. Rodriguez-Robles and 
Greene (1996) included this species in their study of ecological 
relationships of Greater Antillean snakes. 

The species is included in additional notes, checklists, and 
guides by Boulenger (1894, part, under Dromicus sanctae- 
crucis), Barbour (1914, 1930, 1935, 1937), Schwartz and Tho- 
mas (1975), Henderson and Schwartz (1984), Henderson et al. 
(1984), Schwartz and Henderson (1985, 1988), Henderson and 
Crother (1989), Powell et al. (1996), and Henderson and Sajdak 
(1996). 

Remarks. That this species is extant seems very unlikely 
(Henderson and Sajdak 1986, Henderson 1992). It has not been 
collected since 19 10, and herpetological collecting on Hispaniola 
has been geographically widespread and intense for more than 
35 years. Considering the rarity of this species in collections, it 
was never very common, or at least not so in the past century. 

Frank and Ramus (1995) proposed use of the common name 
"La Vega Racer." Because of its reference to one known local- 
ity, and not the type-locality at that, we prefer to avoid its use. 

Etymology. The name melanichnus is from the Greek melanos 
(= black) and ichnos (= mark), presumably in reference to the 
black spots on some specimens. 
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