
Students will learn how 
to create graphics for logos, 
games and apps at Freetail 
Hackers’ first design-oriented 
hackathon, Design Hacks.

The event will be held in 
the Gregory Games Room at 
9:30 a.m. Saturday.

Hackathons are open to 
all students, no matter their 
academic background or 
skill level. They can come 
equipped with a current 
problem they want to solve, 
or they can share an new idea.

“By providing an empty 
canvas for participants, hack-
athons allow students to use 
their creativity and ingenuity 
to find weird and crazy solu-
tions to everyday problems,” 
said Prakhar Garg, computer 
science senior and co-lead di-
rector of Freetail Hackers.

In these themed hack-
athons, teams of students 
collaborate to transform 

their ideas into reality. Free-
tail Hackers aims to provide 
an open, collaborative space 
where students can work 
together with support from 
mentors or peers.

Hayley Call, computer 
science junior and outreach 
director of Freetail Hackers, 
said the purpose of their or-
ganization is to unite students 
with a common goal, such as 
programming.

“We provide events that al-
low individuals to meet other 
passionate people, learn new 

skills and build upon their 
ideas in a comfortable, acces-
sible environment,” Call said. 

At Design Hacks, stu-
dents will learn to create 
logos, websites, app mock-
ups, 3-D models and other  
tech products. 

“To our knowledge, graph-
ic designers at UT have never 
before had an opportunity 
like Design Hacks to apply 
their skills and grow their in-
terests,” Garg said.

When Deepti Agarwal 
decided to move to Amer-
ica, she had to adjust to a 
different education system 
and way of life. But she 
said her biggest concern 
was finding vegetarian 
food within the barbecue-
loving state of Texas.

In 2012, Agarwal moved 
to Austin from India, 
where she earned a bach-
elor’s degree from the Uni-
versity of Delhi. She got a 
master’s degree in social  
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Indian student seeks dual health degrees

Candidates in the execu-
tive alliance race participated 
in passing several legisla-
tive resolutions for Student 
Government over the past 
year, but few have been fully 
implemented. 

Out of 18 pieces of leg-
islation passed, nine were 
authored or sponsored by at 
least one of the presidential 
candidates, except Daniel 
James Chapman, who sits on 

the executive branch. Kallen 
Dimitroff authored two piec-
es of legislation and spon-
sored three, Jonathan Dror 
authored one and sponsored 
two, and Kevin Helgren au-
thored none but sponsored 
several resolutions. 

Dimitroff authored leg-
islation to create transpar-
ency in executive board ap-
pointments with an Election 
Oversight Committee, but 
SG President Xavier Rot-
nofsky said the committee  
never convened. 

“Technically, the commit-

tee does exist because the 
legislation passed, but it was 
never staffed,” Rotnofsky said. 

Dimitroff said specific 
people were not assigned to 
the committee. She said tim-
ing was the issue because the 
committee is only needed 
once a year during appoint-
ments and her legislation 
passed toward the end of last 
year’s executive appointment 
period, and Rotnofsky’s ad-
ministration was the first to 
have an open-door policy 

By Cassandra Jaramillo 
& Rachel Lew
@thedailytexan
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Kallen Dimitroff, SG presidential candidate, authored legislation 
regarding the creation of an Election Oversight Committee.LEGISLATION page 2

Fight over 
ride-hailing 
regulations 
continues

Many believed the dispute 
at City Hall over ride-hailing 
regulations was settled last 
month when City Council 
members voted to call for an 
election, offering Austinites 
the chance to settle the issue 
once and for all when they 
head to the polls May 7.

In light of a petition to 
remove Ann Kitchen, the 
original sponsor of the regu-
lations, from the council and 
a Texas Supreme Court chal-
lenge, they couldn’t have been  
more wrong.

The curtains never seemed 
to close on the issue of re-
cently passed regulations — 
primarily fingerprint-based 
background checks for drivers 
— that have stirred up con-
troversy since the council first 
instituted increased regulatory 
pressures on the ride-hailing 
companies into City Code 
back in December.

Earlier this month, Uber 
and Lyft supporters dissatis-
fied with the ballot measure’s 
language filed a challenge 
asking the Texas Supreme 
Court to intervene and force 
the city to make alterations to  
the language. 

“The Council falsely por-
trayed the Proposed Ordi-
nance as something that only 
takes away and does not give,” 
said Austin resident Samantha 
Phelps, who originally filed 
the challenge to the Court in 
support of the ride-hailing 
companies. “That portrayal 
could not be further from  
the truth.”

In response to the chal-
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CAMPUS COMPUTER SCIENCE
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Computer sci-
ence junior Abhi 

Ilindra takes a 
photo of one of 
the bunnies at 

the third annual 
Bunny EDU Day 

hosted by Chi 
Kappa Phi. The 
free event pro-
moted respon-

sible adoption of 
rabbits.

Chi Kappa Phi Service So-
ciety hosted its third annual 
Bunny EDU Day on Tuesday 
afternoon to educate students 
about responsible bunny 
adoption and to socialize rab-
bits from a shelter.

This event is hosted in part-
nership with the House Rabbit 
Resource Network (HRRN), a 

nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to improving the lives 
of domestic rabbits. Each year, 
HRRN brings rabbits from 
their shelter to campus for stu-
dents to pet and hold as they 
learn about the animals.

HRRN adoption coordina-
tor Lori Helgren said many 
rabbits at the shelter are un-
wanted pets abandoned by 
owners who could not fulfill 
the responsibilities of rabbit 

ownership. Helgren said she 
hopes if people are educated 
about the work and time com-
mitment necessary to care for 
these animals, they will put 
more thought into the deci-
sion to adopt.

“You don’t grab an animal 
at a pet store the way you pick 
up a magazine in the checkout 
line,” Helgren said.

Freetail Hackers to host free 
graphics design competition

Students hop to SAC to play, learn 
with rabbits for Bunny EDU Day

By Hannah Daniel
@hannnahdaniel By Danielle Ransom

@dsr_013

To our knowledge, graphic 
designers at UT have never 
before had an opportunity like 
Design Hacks to apply their 
skills and grow their interests.

—Prakhar Garg, 
Co-lead director of Freetail Hackers
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where anyone could sit in dur-
ing appointment interviews. 

“Xavier and Rohit made the 
policy open door, where any-
one could come, but my legis-
lation was not in response to 
their administration,” Dimi-
troff said. “In past years, no 
one has had an open-door 
policy. I think it’s an incredi-
ble thing their administration 
did, but [the legislation] was 
to make sure, in future years, 
to institutionalize a commit-
tee to make sure SG has inclu-
sive representation.”

Resolution A.R. 8 passed 

last year with hopes to in-
crease on-campus discus-
sions about race and culture 
through speaker series and 
other initiatives. Helgren co-
sponsored the legislation that 
was forwarded to the Multi-
cultural Engagement Center 
(MEC), but MEC program 
coordinator Rocio Villalobos 
said SG has not provided a 
path for action. 

“As far as I know, nothing 
was implemented,” Villalobos 
said. “It wasn’t co-authored 
with MEC. We’ve gotten no 
clear path or direction on how 
the process would happen.”

Helgren said he acknowl-
edges few pieces of legisla-

tion are fulfilled. He said, 
however, the A.R. 8 resolu-
tion has moved forward with 
some initiatives to create a 
week-long series of informa-
tive activities.

“An event timeline has been 
put together, but I’ll be com-
pletely honest. Because this 
campaign process has taken 
a few unanticipated turns, I 
have not had a ton of time to 
dedicate,” Helgren said. 

Helgren and Dimitroff 
both sponsored A.R. 13, 
which intends to implement 
sexual assault prevention 
education initiatives. Grace 
Gilker, director of the Wom-
en’s Resource Agency, said the 

legislation is still ongoing. 
“The legislation was passed, 

and through the women’s re-
lations agency, I have been 
continuing to work with all 
my stakeholders on imple-
menting that,” Gilker said. 
“So far, I think it is going to be 
the inclusion of more consent 
education, and that’s still very 
much in process.” 

Dror authored legisla-
tion to amend rules in the  
election code. 

“The main changes were 
meant to clarify the code,” 
Dror said. 

Dimitroff, Helgren and 
Dror sponsored a joint reso-
lution in support of creating 

a service flag. The resolution 
aims to implement service 
learning outside of the class-
room. The School of Under-
graduate Studies oversees the 
program, which has six un-
dergraduate studies flags. 

“Basically, the status of the 
service flag resolution is that 
we have passed it, but that it’s 
being worked on with Dean 
Iverson on implementation,” 
Dror said.

Chapman, who oversees 
several agencies as advocacy 
policy director, said he hasn’t 
written or sponsored legisla-
tion since people involved in 
the executive branch typically 
do not.

lenge, the Court allowed city 
officials to retain the original  
ballot language.

“We have continually con-
ceded — and sorry, I’m not 
going to use compromise 
— to this company over and 
over again and the history has 
been, they’re not moving,” said 
council member Delia Garza, 
who voted in favor of the in-
creased December regulations 
earlier last month.

Despite the Court’s de-
cision, the ride-hailing  

companies have continued to 
argue the ballot language is 
misleading and unfair to vot-
ers, who want what they are 
voting on in May clarified. Af-
ter they found themselves on 
the losing side of the 9-2 vote 
on the ballot language, council 
members Don Zimmerman 
and Ellen Troxclair filed an 
amicus brief in support of the 
lawsuit against the city.

On May 7, the ballot lan-
guage approved by the coun-
cil will ask voters if the regu-
lations from the council’s 
December vote should be re-
pealed and replaced “with an 

ordinance that would repeal 
and prohibit required finger-
printing, repeal the require-
ment to identify the vehicle 
with a distinctive emblem,” 
among other regulations. 

The council vote last 
month was in response to a 
citizen petition that forced 
the council to choose one of 
two options: either send the 
issue to voters or solidify the 
regulations outlined in the 
petition’s ordinance.

Uber spokeswoman Jaime 
Moore said in a statement that 
the ride-hailing company be-
lieves the ballot language fails 

to mention “the common sense 
safety regulations” that would 
be restored if voters choose to 
uphold the petition ordinance. 

This choice would revert 
City Code back to the mini-
mal regulatory pressures 
that existed under Mayor  
Lee Leffingwell.

“The City Council’s ballot 
language is confusing, inac-
curate and only tells voters 
one side of the story,” Moore 
said. “Voters are asking for 
clarity, not confusion, so 
they can decide what types of 
transportation options they 
want in Austin.”

The goal of the event is not 
to discourage people from hav-
ing pet bunnies altogether, but 
rather to promote the respon-
sible adoption of rabbits from 
shelters. The event also serves 
as an opportunity for the rab-
bits to exercise and socialize 

with people  — something the 
shelter can’t frequently facili-
tate. This interaction is impor-
tant because it makes the rab-
bits more sociable, and thus 
more likely to be adopted.

Radio-television-film junior 
Lauren Keithley, who attended 
Bunny EDU Day, said this 
event might prevent students 
who miss pets left at home 

from adopting irresponsibly.
“I think that by going to this 

event, people who are thinking 
about adopting can understand 
whether they have the capacity 
to do so,” Keithley said.

The project was suggested 
three years ago by current Chi 
Kappa Phi president Macken-
zie Mitchell, who went to the 
shelter to adopt a rabbit but 

decided to volunteer there af-
ter realizing she didn’t know 
enough about bunnies to be 
an adequate caretaker. Mitch-
ell said the event started as a 
fun, relaxing time for students 
to spend with bunnies, but the 
focus has since shifted to edu-
cation about the wellbeing of 
the animals.

“For Chi Kappa Phi,  

philanthropy means being will-
ing to open your heart and your 
hands to see what your com-
munity needs and doing your 
best to fulfill that,” Mitchell 
said. “We have located a group 
that we’re happy to work with 
and whose goals align with our 
passions, interests and abilities, 
so we’re going to do our best to 
promote them.”

LEGISLATION
continues from page 1

BUNNIES
continues from page 1

RIDES
continues from page 1

Freetail Hackers’ focus is 
to empower students who are 
passionate about technology 
and grow the tech commu-
nity at UT, according to their 
Facebook page. They host 
hackathons where students 
can work on projects such 
as building apps, making 
websites, designing software  

and coding. 
Hackathons prepare stu-

dents to use their academic 
knowledge and apply it to real-
world settings. Students have 
the opportunity to present 
their work to fellow students, 
faculty or company represen-
tatives at the event. 

Megan Chen, computer 
science sophomore and tech 
organizer for Freetail Hackers, 
said Freetail prepares students 

for life after graduation.
“Hackathons see students 

literally using their learnings 
from classes, side projects, 
hobbies and passions and ap-
plying them to see an idea 
come to life,” Chen said. 

Freetail Hackers differenti-
ates themselves from start-up 
incubator programs, such 
as the Student Entrepreneur 
Acceleration and Launch 
program under the Austin  

Technology Incubator Insti-
tute. Students can create viable 
products, but the focus is on 
student curiosity. 

“The very culture of hack-
athons has long opposed the 
idea of building something for 
the sake of commercializing it,” 
Garg said. “At their very core, 
hackers are making something 
that fulfills their question of ‘I 
wonder what would happen if 
I did this?’”

HACK
continues from page 1
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Linguistics lab analyzes Trump, Sanders accents
Presidential candidates busi-

nessman Donald Trump and 
Sen. Bernie Sanders (D-VT) 
are not similar in background 
or policy, but they have one 
thing in common: their distinc-
tive New York accents. 

The Texas English Linguis-
tics Lab analyzed the accents 
of both Sanders and Trump 
and discovered the similari-
ties and differences between 
the two candidates. This is the 
first in a series the lab plans to 
conduct on Trump and Sand-
ers. They also want to analyze 
which candidate uses more 
positive or negative terms and 
the academic level of each can-
didate’s words.

English associate professor 
Lars Hinrichs said his research 
team was fascinated by how 
the two very unique candi-
dates have the same accent. 

“We were struck by the 
strange paradox that the two 
candidates are entirely differ-
ent as persons and as politi-
cians, while using such simi-
lar accent resources in their 
linguistic style,” Hinrichs said. 
“We noticed that we have the 
capacity, as a lab, to create a 
dataset and linguistic study 
of this phenomenon in a very 
short time.” 

The team collected their data 
by scanning YouTube for videos 
of interviews, speeches and de-
bates from the two candidates, 
which they then transcribed. 
Afterwards, the transcripts 
were analyzed through phonet-
ics software. The three-week 
analysis showed similarities 

in the candidates’ high use of 
NYC English features such as r-
lessness, pronouncing huge as 
“yooge” and THOUGHT vow-
el raising. THOUGHT vowel 
raising occurs when someone 
pronounces the “aw” sound in 
coffee differently than the “ah” 
in cot.

The lab’s analysis also 
showed differences in the 
consistency of their accents. 
Erica Brozovsky, an Eng-
lish graduate student who 
worked on the project, said 
she found the differences in 
the candidates’ style-shifting 
the most interesting. 

“Trump is much more likely 
to change his speech based 
on audience, while Sanders is 
stalwart and unwavering in his 
NYC accent,” Brozovsky said. 

Trump tended to use a 
heavier New York accent in 
some speeches, especially in a 
speech delivered to New York-

ers. When someone gives a 
speech, they are putting on a 
persona to appeal to listeners, 
so it is possible that his style-
shifting is a conscious act, Bro-
zovsky said. 

Kirsten Meemann, Eng-
lish graduate student and 
research team member, said 

Trump’s speeches help prove 
the change is consiously done.

“This would also confirm it, 
as we find that in his speeches 
rather than in interviews and 
debates, so it must be con-
scious to some extent,” Mee-
mann said. “He seems to be 
aware of his audience.”

By Elizabeth Huang
@lizzthewiz

The Greater Austin Crime 
Commission is offering a re-
ward of $10,000 to anyone 
who can provide information 
about potential suspects in re-
peated instances of rocks being 
thrown at vehicles along Inter-
state 35, according to an Austin 
Police Department public in-
formation officer.

According to APD records, 
there have been 52 reported in-
cidents of rocks thrown at cars 
along the interstate throughout 
the last year and a half. Austin 
Police Chief Art Acevedo said 
the department has dedicated 
a total of approximately 15,000 
hours to the issue and trying to 
identify those responsible for 
the attacks.

“The Austin Police Depart-
ment is very aggressively pur-
suing all leads,” Acevedo said 
during a press conference. “My 
greatest hope is that we are able 
to accomplish our mission to 
capture the person or persons 
responsible for these callous, 
cowardly attacks before some-
body gets killed.”

Rather than waiting until 
several hours after the incident 
has occurred, Acevedo said it is 
critical for victims to pull over 
to a safe location and call 911 
immediately. He said a fast re-
sponse time from victims helps 

officers respond quickly while 
assessing the area of the crime.

Acevedo said the top prior-
ity for officers responding to 
these incidents is to gather as 
much information as possible 
by writing down license plate 
numbers and investigating the 
area within several miles of  
the scene.

Acevedo said APD takes 
this issue seriously, but will 
not provide information to the 
public about methods used or 
progress made during the in-
vestigation. This is because the 
attacks scattered beyond the 
original location after informa-
tion was made public that the 
department was using cam-
eras in the area where attacks  
were happening.

While no fatalities have oc-
curred in relation to these in-
cidents, Acevedo said two in-
dividuals have suffered serious 
injuries. According to an article 
by Fox San Antonio, a Wil-
liamson County ambulance 
was affected by a rock attack  
in January.

“If it hit the window when 
we were patient loaded, [it] 
very obviously could’ve caused 
a significant collision,” said Ed 
Tydings, Williamson County 
EMS Division Commander, in 
the article.

If identified, Acevedo 
said those responsible for 
the attacks will be arrested  

and convicted.
“Somebody out there knows 

something and I urge you to 
step forward and say some-
thing,” Acevedo said. “The last 
thing we want is the blood and 
the loss of life because someone 
did not make the right choice 
by stepping forward.”

Acevedo said the circum-
stances in these cases are chal-
lenging to investigate because 
of the speed at which each in-
stance occurs and limited wit-
ness information. He said the 
attacks are not discriminatory 

and anyone can be a potential 
victim.

Sasha Parsons, marketing 
and Plan II junior, said the 
reports of rock-throwing at 
vehicles shocked her, and her 
first reaction was to be afraid to 
drive on I-35.

“Driving on 35 is dangerous 
enough without having to wor-
ry about projectiles crashing 
through your window,” Parsons 
said. “I think that drivers can 
be so distracted that something 
like that could easily cause a fa-
tal multi-car crash.”

Aesthetic benefits, comfort 
and relief from the sweltering 
sun aren’t the only ways trees 
are beneficial to Austinites.

Researchers at the Texas 
A&M Forest Service released 
a first-of-its-kind report last 
month showing trees pro-
vide the city of Austin with 
a number of environmental 
and economic benefits — val-
ued at around $16 billion for 
their compensatory benefits 
— on top of conventional im-
pacts that aid the well-being  
of residents.

The report found Austin’s 
estimated 34 million trees pro-
vide a canopy cover that helps 
reduce carbon emissions and 
energy use for buildings.

“These [benefits] include 
air pollution removal, reduced 
carbon emissions and storm-
water runoff, reduced energy 
use for buildings, and carbon 
sequestration,” said David 
Nowak, lead author of Aus-
tin’s Urban Forest 2014, in a  
press release. 

Other findings from the 
report show trees store ap-
proximately 1.9 million tons 
of carbon, which is valued at a 
$242 million economic benefit. 
Trees also impact the economy 
by reducing building energy 
consumption by providing 
shade, a presumably small act 
that lowers residential energy 
costs by approximately $18.9 
million annually. 

According to the report’s 
findings, an estimated 85 per-
cent of Texans live in urban 

areas. With a population that 
continues to increase in the 
booming metropolitan areas 
throughout the state, trees con-
tinue to grow more necessary 
for cities, according to Forest 
Service researchers.

“The findings of the report 
will be used for planning pur-
poses and long term moni-
toring and analysis of Aus-
tin’s urban forest,” said Emily 
King, acting urban forester for  
the city.

The Forest Service indicated 
the report was only the first in 
a series of studies and that they 
will continue to annually mon-
itor any future trends. For ex-
ample, their next steps include 
conducting a survey of urban 
landowners and the release of 
an online tool for residents to 
access any collected data.

Report: Austin trees have economic, environmental benefits 
CITY

By Forrest Milburn
@forrestmilburn

30.8%
of Austin area is covered 

by trees

Are valued at

$16.0 billion

Reduce annual residential
energy costs by

$18.9 million
per year

Source: The US Department of Agriculture

Trees in
Austin
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Police force investigates rock-throwing incidents
By Mikaela Cannizzo

@mikaelac16
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Technology Incubator Insti-
tute. Students can create viable 
products, but the focus is on 
student curiosity. 

“The very culture of hack-
athons has long opposed the 
idea of building something for 
the sake of commercializing it,” 
Garg said. “At their very core, 
hackers are making something 
that fulfills their question of ‘I 
wonder what would happen if 
I did this?’”



Showering, irrigating and drinking are 
just a few of the activities that require 
clean water. But as Austin’s population 
continues to grow and water demands 
increase, our groundwater resources may 
soon run dry.

In January, the School of Architecture 
published a report describing unsustain-
able water usage in the Texas Hill Coun-
try — an area that pumps water from lo-
cal groundwater resources such as the 
Edwards Aquifer. If this area enters a state 
where water is drawn from these sources 
faster than they can be recharged by rain, 
they will soon become empty and useless 
for future generations unless individuals 
take steps to conserve them.

Estimates project that the Austin-
Round Rock area population will reach 
5.2 million by 2050, which is a staggering 

increase over the 2 million currently in 
the area. This tremendous growth brings 
challenges to sustaining local aquifers. A 
greater amount of individuals will require 
clean water, and new construction will de-
crease the amount of water able to infil-
trate aquifers. As one of the major cities in 
the Texas Hill Country, Austin has a large 
impact on water demand and must reduce 
its water usage to ensure the long-term 
health of our groundwater resources.

The rate of groundwater recharge is di-
rectly related to the amount of rainfall in 
an area, and the occurrence of droughts 
causes recharge to become slow or nonex-
istent. According to Britin Bostick, gradu-
ate student and contributor to the School 
of Architecture’s report, Texas’ drought 
from 2010 to 2015 reduced groundwater 
levels to a panic point. Bostick said recent 
rainfall prevents current groundwater re-
charge rates from being an urgent issue 
but still emphasized the importance of 
reducing usage for water security during 

future droughts.
“As long as we have plenty of rain, we’re 

okay,” Bostick said. “But if we go into an-
other drought cycle, and we continue to 
have this population growth, we may not 
have enough water to support all of these 
people without being really considerate 
about how we use water.”

The occurrence of a drought in the fu-
ture is inevitable, and due to global cli-
mate change, the associated effects will 
likely become more intense. To ensure 
water security now before it is too late, 
water conservation must start on an indi-
vidual level. This conservation can come 
from small changes such as taking shorter 
showers or choosing to landscape with na-
tive plants. But these efforts succeed only 
if a deep understanding of groundwater’s 
importance changes the city’s approach to 
water usage. 

“If it’s just one person conserving water, 
it doesn’t really make a difference,” Bostick 
said. “But if your entire city is focused on 

good conservation principles, it makes a 
huge impact.”

As more people enter Austin and other 
areas in the Texas Hill Country, sustaining 
our water resources will become increas-
ingly difficult. Individuals must be aware 
of how much water they use in a day, and 
if everyone takes steps to reduce water de-
mand, our aquifers can be preserved for 
generations to come. 

Chan is a journalism freshman from Sug-
ar Land. Chan is a senior columnist. 

Since campaigning started on Feb. 17, can-
didates have spent thousands of dollars on 
their campaigns, the election supervisory 
board ruled on 13 different complaints and 
students cast over 7,000 votes for executive 
alliance only to be thrown out. 

When we published our endorsement 
three weeks ago, we endorsed an idea of 
culture change, which this organization so 
desperately needs. It is to our dismay, and 
likely to the dismay of the student body, 
that a change has indeed taken place, but 
for the worse. 

The election code has been a significant 
part of the problem. Any student can file an 
election complaint, but this year has seen 
that privilege taken to an abusive extreme. 
The vast majority of the complaints have been 
filed by members of either the Dimitroff-
Guadiana or Helgren-Kim campaign teams, 
perverting a governing document into a 
weapon. The resulting confusion caused the 
Dean of Students to seize control of the elec-
tion and void the results.

This toxic campaign culture is only too fa-
miliar to Student Government. In 2012, two 
executive alliance campaigns were disquali-
fied, one of which later sued the state and the 
University. The election code was rewritten 
later that year to prevent future issues, but 
deep-seated problems remained: The cleared 
field led to the election of Thor Lund, perhaps 
best remembered for a misogynistic blog post 
about his dating misadventures as facilitated 
by his office.

Historically speaking, revising the election 
code is light treatment. In 1978, the prede-
cessor to SG, the Students’ Association, was 
abolished entirely. While SG does not need to 

be abolished in response to a flurry of elec-
tion complaints — ranging from lying on fi-
nancial disclosures to taking issue with chili 
pepper costumes — it cannot continue as it 
does today.

Many students have no concept of serious, 
conventional candidates that work for the 
betterment of the University. But when Kori 
Rady and Taylor Strickland defeated Kenton 
Wilson and Caroline Carter for executive al-
liance in 2014, we had exactly that. Neither 
team filed a complaint against the other, and 
the students made their choice based on the 
vision they had for the University. This is 
what we should strive for in every election.

But this isn’t a fix-all. Candidates need to 
recognize the functional limitations of SG’s 
role on campus. It has the power to hand out 
appropriations to vital student agencies, ap-
point students to positions on boards across 
campus and reform its own governing docu-
ments. But it also passes dozens of resolutions 
every year about what it believes the Universi-
ty should be, though it doesn’t have the power 
to actually enact these policy proposals.

Since Rady was elected, the SG assembly 
has passed 43 resolutions and 10 bills. SG 
sees itself first as an agency that works on 
issues, without recognizing its inability to 
effect change on these issues. In so doing, it 
neglects the direct responsibilities it has. And 
when the code proved to still be inadequate, 
it is necessary to question: What has SG spent 
all year doing?

It is telling that in the weeks-long interim 
between campaign periods that the Chap-
man-Robinson campaign refocused their 
entire platform to call for a complete SG 
overhaul, and if that fails, the institution’s 

abolishment. While their focus on humor 
initially eclipsed their well-considered, com-
prehensive policy goals, their priority is on 
target. Other campaigns can learn a lot from 
their boldness to see SG for what it is and re-
spond as reasonable people would.

We’ve heard a lot of talk about starting con-
structive dialogue on campus, yet the rapidity 
with which severals campaigns betrayed their 
integrity shocks the conscience. But it is time 
for this campus to think seriously about abol-
ishing an organization so void of direction 
and power unless it can reform its mission, 
charge and procedures. That would be a con-
versation worth having.

Voting for the executive alliance special 

election starts today, and it is crucial that the 
student body makes itself heard loud and 
clear. We as a university community have a 
social interest in creating expectations for our 
student leaders that prevent this election sea-
son’s self-interested neglect for propriety to 
become the norm. Revising the election code 
may not be enough to purge SG of its past 
failures, but voting would be a good place 
to start. Do not allow the errors of others to 
invalidate your voice by robbing the student 
body of your vote.

Voting in campus-wide elections will take 
place from 8 a.m. on Wednesday, March 23, 
through 5 p.m. on Thursday, March 24, online 
at www.utexasvote.org.
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Austinites must be wary of water consumption
Benroy Chan

Daily Texan Senior Columnist 
@BenroyChan

The occurence of a drought in the 
future is inevitable, and due to to 
global climate change, the associ-
ated effects will likely become more 
intense.

COLUMN

Despite early loss, Smart’s reign brings hope

Despite ending on a sour note, basket-
ball head coach Shaka Smart’s first year at 
UT has been a resounding success. Smart 
promised an exciting brand of basketball 
on the 40 Acres, a change from the plod-
ding style of previous coach Rick Barnes. 
Though faced with significant challenges, 
he showed himself to be the right man for 
the job.

Smart would have been hard-pressed to 
match Rick Barnes’ feat of winning the Big 12 
in his first year. Smart inherited a roster from 
Barnes that had been mostly disappointing in 
2014-2015, and lost 7-footer Myles Turner, a 
likely NBA first team rookie. The roster’s em-
phasis on size over speed did not suit Smart’s 
signature “havoc” style, known for its fast 
pace. Given the team’s brutal schedule, it 
would not have been surprising if the sea-
son had turned into a development proj-
ect instead of an effort to compete in the 
NCAA Tournament.

But Smart did not allow the team to quit. 
Junior point guard Isaiah Taylor, who had 
shown flashes of brilliance in his first two 
years, emerged as one of the best players in 
the conference, winning first team All-Big 12 
honors. When starting center Cameron Rid-
ley broke his foot just before conference play, 

senior Prince Ibeh was thrown into the fire. 
Though Ibeh played just 10 minutes per game 
last season, Smart helped him become the Big 
12 defensive player of the year. 

More than anything, Smart pushed his 
players to play hard, a feat Barnes struggled 
to accomplish in his last years at Texas. Smart 
accomplished this attitude by developing his 
relationships with the players beyond just 
player-coach. After the loss to Northern Iowa, 
Taylor said of Smart, “He’s been a great men-
tor to me, a great mentor to the rest of our 
team. He’s been like a father figure to us both 
on and off the court. He’s made us all better.” 
This is high praise, especially considering 
Taylor and Barnes did not always get along 
well last season. 

Smart also managed to connect to the stu-
dent fans better than Barnes did. Before the 
game against No. 3 Oklahoma, Smart came to 
greet the students camped outside the Frank 
Erwin Center. They responded emphatically 

when he stopped to yell “OU sucks!” De-
spite falling behind early, the team rallied 
behind fan support, using a late 22-0 run 
to earn a 76-63 victory. After the game, se-
nior forward Connor Lammert remarked, 
“There was one time I heard the crowd 
louder than it’s ever been.” The attitude 
change Smart sparked within the players is 
clearly contagious. 

In coming seasons, fans can expect 

even greater success as Smart fills the ros-
ter with his players. More than that, fans 
can look forward to the development of a 
more vibrant basketball culture. I’ve said 
before that sports can be a unifying force, 
and Smart’s ability to overcome adversity 
and his drive to succeed can serve as an 
example for the whole university.

Stuart is a Plan II and business honors soph-
omore from Lubbock.

Reagan Stuart
Daily Texan Columnist 

@realreaganstu

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff

Before the game against No. 3 
Oklahoma, Smart came to greet 
the students camped outside the 
Frank Erwin Center. They responded 
emphatically...



on the torch, and it broke 
open,” Barrera said. “If 
we can keep doing that, 
that’s how we’re going to  
score runs.”

Barrera sealed the domi-
nant victory in the eighth 
inning with his first home 
run of the season. The ju-
nior blasted a hanging 

curveball over the left field 
wall and out of the stadium 
to make the final score 
11-2 Texas. 

“The monkey’s off my 
back,” Barrera said. “I knew 
eventually it was going  
to come.” 

The Longhorns will re-
turn to action and begin 
conference play Thursday 
at 6 p.m. in Austin against 
the TCU Horned Frogs. 

learned that,” Smart said. 
Smart currently stands at 

356 days on the job at Texas, 
but now he faces a challenge 
as tough as the one he took 
on from day one. 

The Longhorns will 
have to replace five se-
niors who played key 
roles in their final year 
and potentially Taylor, 
who once again faces a 
decision to bolt for the 
NBA or come back for 
his senior season. 

Texas counters with a top 
tier recruiting class com-
ing in next year, one which 
could include five-star Jar-
rett Allen from Austin. 

Still, no matter who 
stays, comes or goes, the 
starting lineup will look 
much different at the start 
of next season. But Smart 
isn’t worried about start-
ing with almost a clean 
slate again. Instead, he 
sees it as an opportunity. 

And if there’s anyone 
that can confirm it, it’s 
those who held back 
tears in that quiet Texas 
locker room, disap-
pointed not to suit up for 
Smart again. 

“The program is going 
uphill,” senior guard De-
marcus Holland said. “I 
think they’ve got some-
thing special in the staff 
that’s here right now.”

Last year, the Longhorn 
men’s swimming and div-
ing team showed up to the 
NCAA championship meet 
and dominated, taking home 
the title by 129 points over 
second-place California.

Now, 17 swimmers and 
three divers, along with all 
five relay teams, are in At-
lanta for this year’s champi-
onships, looking to put up a 
repeat performance.

Last season, sopho-
more All-American Joseph 
Schooling became the first 
Longhorn to win NCAA 
titles in both the 100 and 
200 butterfly events, both 
of which he will return to as 
the top seed this year. 

All-American junior 
Jack Conger will return to 
the NCAAs after finishing 
as the runner-up behind 
Schooling in both the 100 
and 200 butterfly events 

in last year’s competition. 
Conger currently holds the 
American record in the 200 
butterfly, where he will enter 
as the No. 2 seed.

Will Licon, an All-Amer-
ican junior, will make his 
third straight NCAA Cham-
pionship appearance after 
winning the 400 individual 
medley and 200 breast-
stroke in last year’s competi-
tion. Licon will compete in 
the 200 individual medley, 
400 individual medley and 
200 breaststroke. 

All-American junior 
Clark Smith was the first 
Longhorn to win the 500 
freestyle at the NCAAs 
last year. Smith will return 
to the NCAAs as the top 
seed in the event as well as 
the 1,650 freestyle swim, 
and the 10th seed in the 
200 freestyle. 

On the diving side of the 
competition, senior Cory 
Bowersox will return to 
the national champion-

ships, where he is a three-
time All-American in the 
one-meter dive. Joining 
Bowersox will be junior 
teammates Mark An-
derson, who earned All-
American honors on the 
one-meter, three-meter 
and platform in last year’s 
championships, and Sean 
O’Brien, who will com-
pete in the meet for the 
first time. 

Wednesday marks the 
start of the championships 
with the 800 freestyle relay.
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870 Medical

Donors average $150 per specimen.
Apply on-line

www.123Donate.com

Seeks College-Educated Men
18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program

SEE WHAT OUR

ONLINE 
SYSTEM

has to offer, 
and place  

YOUR AD 

NOW!
TEXANMEDIA.ORG

370 Unf. Apts.
NOW LEASING WEST CAMPUS! 

Studios starting at $950 and 
1-1’s starting at $1,150. 

Pre-leasing for summer/fall 
move-ins. 

Located at: 

Diplomat - 1911 San Gabriel

Red Oak - 2104 San Gabriel

Envoy - 2108 San Gabriel

Barranca Square - 910 W. 26th

Rio Grande Square - 2800 Rio 
Grande

Montage - 2812 Rio Grande

Call us direct at (512) 499-8013 
or visit us at 

www.wsgaustin.com 

NOW LEASING HYDE PARK! 
Studios starting at $875 and 
1-1’s starting at $950. 

Now pre-leasing for summer/
fall move-ins. Located at: 

Melroy - 3408 Speedway

Le Marquee - 302 W. 38th St

Monticello - 306 W. 38th St

Call us direct at (512) 499-8013 
or visit us at 

www.wsgaustin.com 

512-499-8013 

766 Recruitment
WE ARE HIRING 

Help Us Build Our New Gas Di-
vision!

As we approach our 100th year 
in business, we are looking for a 
new generation of highly skilled 
and highly motivated players to 
join our new Gas Division! We 
assist with relocation! Come be 
a part of our family!

BF Joy, LLC... It’s in our DNA!

TO FIND OUT MORE VISIT OUR 
CAREERS PAGE AT:

WWW. BFJOY. COM 

 BABYSITTERS WANTED! 

Fairy Godsitters is Hiring! Look-
ing for experienced babysitters 
for families, events, churches 
and hotels. Great way to make 
extra income with flexible 
hours. For more information on 
how to apply please contact us 
at info@fairygodsitters.com. 

RECYCLERECYCLE

burntx.com
twitter: @burnt_x

fb: /burntx 
snapchat: burnt_x

Walk-ins welcome! 
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MEN’S SWIMMING & DIVING

Schooling, Longhorns look 
to repeat as NCAA champs

By Adair Odom
@adair_odom

SMART
continues from page 6

But since then, the 
Sooners have ripped off 
six straight wins, capped 
by a 13-0 win at CSU 
Bakersfield on Saturday, 
and climbed two games 
above .500 heading into 
its final match before 
conference play. 

The Sooners will face 
Oral Roberts at home Tues-
day before heading off to 
Lubbock this weekend to 
open Big 12 play against the 
Texas Tech Red Raiders.

BIG 12
continues from page 6

MEN’S TENNIS

Rachel Zein | Daily Texan file photo
Sophomore All-American Joseph Schooling and the Texas Longhorns swimming and diving  
team look to finish the season on a high note. 

Texas returns home for 
match with Arkansas

By Alana Kaufman       
@akauf810

Stephanie Tacy | Daily Texan file photo
Freshman Harrison Scott continues to impress as he was 
selected as the Big 12 Men’s Tennis Player of the Week.

The Longhorns return 
home after a month on the 
road in dual match play 
against the University of Ar-
kansas. Texas moved up to No. 
19 with a 11-5 record after de-
feating No. 29 San Diego 4-3 
last weekend.

Freshman Harrison Scott 
took home the Big 12 Men’s 
Tennis Player of the Week 
award. The honor was Scott’s 
first of his collegiate career 
and the second for a Longhorn 
this month. Scott earned his 
highest-ranked win as a Long-
horn last Sunday with his 7-6, 
6-3 win over San Diego’s 53rd-
ranked senior Jordan Angus. 

Scott also took home a 6-2 
win at third doubles with 

sophomore partner John 
Mee over USD’s senior Ro-
main Kalaydjian and redshirt 
sophomore Alex Araouzos. 
Scott has won four of his last 
five singles matches, with two 
of those wins coming over 
ranked opponents.

Senior Michael Riechmann 
and sophomore Adrian Ortiz 
are featured at No. 44 in the 
latest ITA doubles rankings. 
The duo is 8–5 this season in 
dual match play. 

In singles, redshirt fresh-
man Julian Zlobinsky has a 
8–2 record and is one of six 
new additions to the roster 
this season. Ortiz has also had 
a strong season with a 8–3 
singles record. 

Match play will begin at 6 
p.m. Wednesday at the West-
wood Country Club.

Seventeen swimmers 
and three divers, along 
with all five relay teams, 
are in Atlanta for this 
year’s championships, 
looking to put up a 
repeat performance.

UTSA
continues from page 6



The Longhorns en-
tered Tuesday’s game with 
a gloomy demeanor and 
their worst record through 
20 games in over a decade. 

But a springtime revival 
by the Texas offense drove 
away the grey skies and 
propelled the Longhorns to 
an easy 11-2 home victory 
against UTSA with quality 
pitching and an eight-run 
barrage in the sixth inning. 

“Sometimes when that 
kind of thing has started 
for us, we become our own 
worst enemy, and you get 
overaggressive and kind 
of get it stopped ourselves 
sometimes,” head coach 
Augie Garrido said. “But 
we showed a lot more pa-
tience. That’s a huge step 
for us.”  

Well-placed bunts cou-
pled with a smattering of 
walks gave Texas a pair of 
runs in the first two innings 
and gave the offense an ear-
ly infusion of confidence. 

The defense was respon-
sible for keeping UTSA in 
the game. A fruitless dive 
by sophomore center fielder 
Patrick Mathis led to a lead-
off triple in the second that 
led to a run, and a fumble 
in the right fielder corner 
by freshman Brady Harlan 
led to another Roadrunner 
tally in the fourth.

The defensive struggles, 
though, were limited to 
those two plays. Sopho-
more catcher Michael 
Cantu flashed his top-tier 

fielding ability in the third 
inning by firing a dart from 
his knees to catch UTSA 
freshman second baseman 
Bryan Arias stealing, and 
junior center fielder Zane 
Gurwitz made a fantastic 
play at second to nab right 
fielder Skyler Valentine lat-
er in the inning. 

“Those are the kind of 
plays we have to make de-
fensively,” Garrido said. 
“We have that capacity, we 
have that ability, and we 
need to get it done at the 

right time.” 
The Longhorns’ pitcher-

by-committee approach min-
imized the early UTSA runs 
and kept the visiting bats si-
lent for most of the game. 

“We’ve got so much tal-
ent in that bullpen,” junior 
third baseman Tres Barrera 
said. “It’s good to see them 
come out here and have 
success. Success builds 
confidence.”

Seven pitchers, most of 
them relievers, combined 
to hold the Roadrunners to 

just those two runs and keep 
Texas afloat until UTSA im-
ploded in the sixth inning. 

The Longhorns opened 
the frame with eight 
straight baserunners, in-
cluding five walks and two 
infield singles, and scored 
six runs before getting a 
single out. An RBI ground-
out and a single by Barrera 
capped off the eight-run 
frame and made the score 
10-2 Texas at the start of 
the seventh inning. 

“We just kept passing 

TCU has shown no signs 
of ceding its position atop 
the Big 12. 

The Horned Frogs, 
ranked No. 1 in the Big 12 
preseason rankings, got a 
head start on the run to a 
conference title with a dom-
inating sweep over the West 
Virginia Mountaineers. 

TCU ripped off 31 runs 
in the three-game homes-
tand and could have scored 
more had the finale not been 
called after seven innings 
with the score at 14-2 in fa-
vor of the Horned Frogs. 

A 16–3 record has helped 
the Horned Frogs secure 
the No. 6 spot in the D1 
baseball rankings.

Texas Tech hauls in a 
pair of awards 

Texas Tech was hand-
somely compensated for 
its series win on the road 
against Baylor. 

Outfielder Tanner Gard-
ner, who hit .615 last week 
in the Baylor series and 
a midweek showdown 
against UT Arlington, took 
home Big 12 Player of the 
Week honors. The sopho-
more’s strong week boost-
ed his average up to .467, 
good for the best mark in 
the conference. 

Right-handed pitcher 
Davis Martin twirled a gem 
in his conference debut to 
earn Big 12 Newcomer of 

the Week honors. The fresh-
man twirled six innings of 
shutout ball in the confer-
ence opener against Baylor 
on Friday and earned the 
win in the 5-0 victory. 

Martin’s ERA sits at 2.18, 
the eighth best mark in the 
conference, and his .188 op-
posing batting average is the 
sixth lowest in the Big 12. 

Oklahoma State goes 2-1 
against Michigan 

The Cowboys justified 
their No. 22 ranking in the 
D1 baseball polls by taking 
two out of three games in a 
weekend series against the 
Michigan Wolverines. 

Oklahoma State took the 
first two games of the se-
ries before dropping the fi-
nale 4-2 to end their seven-
game winning streak. 

Right-handed pitcher 
Trey Cobb spearheaded the 
Cowboy effort on the week-
end with a 13 strikeout, one 
earned run effort over six 
innings of work on Satur-
day. Cobb’s gem earned the 
junior the Big 12 Pitcher of 
the Week honors.

Sooners off to six-game 
win streak 

2016 has been a tumultu-
ous campaign for the Okla-
homa Sooners. 

Just over a week ago, the 
team was sitting on an un-
impressive 5-9 record and 
facing an uphill battle to 
Big 12 relevance. 

The subdued and deso-
late Texas locker room in 
the wee hours of Saturday 
after the last-second loss to 
Northern Iowa was a long 
way away from the loud 
and positive practices. 

A long way away from 
the program-cementing 
win against North Caro-
lina. A long way away 
from the 22-0 run against 
Oklahoma that rocked the 
Erwin Center. 

But through the soft 
voices and held-back tears, 
a common theme rang 
loud and clear.

Despite the shocking 
and disappointing end, 
Shaka Smart is the right 
man for the job.

“He puts so much into 
this,” senior guard Javan 
Felix said. “He loves us 
genuinely, and he’s going 
to fight for us, and he’s 
going to give us what we 
need, and he’s going to put 
us in the right position, 
and we love that.” 

Smart’s first season at 
the helm featured all sorts 
of ups and downs. He 
picked up two off-court 

wins early on, convincing 
the seniors to believe in 
him and keeping junior 
guard Isaiah Taylor from 
leaving early for the NBA. 

Finding, however, on-
court success proved to be 
a challenge. The Longhorns 
struggled to a 2–3 record 
in an early season sched-
ule that sent them traveling 
over 17,000 miles before 
their second home game. 

But on Dec. 12, Smart 
cemented his place at Tex-
as. Felix’s buzzer-beater 
took down then-No. 3 
North Carolina in front 
of a national audience and 
gave Smart his first signa-
ture win. 

The moment, though, 
was fleeting.

Over two weeks later, 
senior center Cameron 
Ridley went down with a 
broken left foot, and the 
team nearly went down 
with him. The Longhorns 
lost three of their next four 
games, including a loss on 
the road at TCU. 

But Smart didn’t let the 
team get down. Instead, he 
continued to keep them fo-
cused on the process of win-
ning. The result: The Long-
horns won seven of their 

next eight games and went 
from a bubble team to a sure 
lock for the tournament. 

The Longhorns fin-
ished 4–6 in their last 
six games, including two 
blowout losses to Baylor 
and a rough 30-point loss 
to Kansas. Northern Iowa’s 
Paul Jesperson’s buzzer-
beating half-court shot en-
sured that Texas wouldn’t 
advance past the first 
round of the NCAA tour-
nament for the second-
straight year. 

But after the game, the 
seniors were just as dis-
appointed not to play for 
Smart again as they were 
to end their Texas careers, 
a testament to what Smart 
worked for in his first year 
in Austin. 

Smart, in turn, said they 
were the ones who made 
his first year so successful. 

“What’s happened over 
the course of the last sev-
eral months is those guys 
have grown to take on a 
level of accountability and 
understand that they’re 
probably — no, they defi-
nitely have to be the biggest 
part of their own success, 
and I think those guys have 
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SIDELINEBASEBALL | UTSA 2 - 11 TEXAS

Texas bats come alive in win over UTSA
By Daniel Clay

@dclay567

Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Junior third baseman Tres Barerra capped off the Longhorns’ 11-2 victory over the UTSA Roadrunners with his first home run 
of the 2016 season in the eighth inning of Tuesday night’s contest.

MIAMI

NEW ORLEANS

HOUSTON

OKLAHOMA CITY

NBA

MEN’S BASKETBALL BIG 12 NOTEBOOK

Shaka Smart turns heads after 
completing impressive first season 

By Jacob Martella
@ViewfromtheBox

Oklahoma State solidifies status 
as one of nation’s best teams

By Daniel Clay
@dclay567

Shelby Tauber | Daily Texan file photo
Texas plays Oklahoma State in 2014. Oklahoma State sophomore 
Trey Cobb was selected as the Big 12 Pitcher of the Week.

Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
In the first year of the Shaka Smart era, the Longhorns finished with a 20-13 record, four 
top 10 victories and a NCAA tournament bid. 
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DALLAS

CHICAGO

NHL

TODAY IN  
HISTORY

1994
Wayne Gretzky 
sets an NHL 
record with 802 
goals scored.

“ Fact of the day: I 
love broccoli”

Ty Culbreth
@ty_culbreth5

TOP TWEET

Men’s golf outlasts 
No. 20 LSU

The red-hot Texas men’s 
golf team continued its tor-
rid stretch on Tuesday. 

The Longhorns picked 
up their fourth win of the 
season in Florida, besting 
No. 20 LSU by five shots. 
The win marks Texas’ 
fourth in its last five tourna-
ments after no wins in the 
fall. Texas benefited from 
strong play Monday dur-
ing rounds one and two, 
taking a 10-shot lead into 
Tuesday’s final round. The 
Longhorns played defense 
in the final round, posting 
a respectable 1-over-par to 
finish at 3-over overall.

“I’m happy with the way 
the guys played this week,” 
head coach John Fields 
said. “It was fun to come 
and play at the Florid-
ian [National Golf Club], 
a great golf course with a 
fantastic field this week.”

Texas played against one 
of the toughest fields it has 
seen all season, with nine 
other ranked teams in the 
15-team field — four of 
those ranked inside the top 
10 with the Longhorns. 

Sophomore Doug Ghim 
tied for third at 1-under, ty-
ing his career-low finish, af-
ter firing a 3-under 68 in the 
final round. Junior Gavin 
Hall entered the final round 
holding a three-shot lead 
but stumbled to a 6-over 77 
to finish in a tie for eighth 
at 1-over with junior Beau 
Hossler, who also shot a 
3-under 68 on Tuesday.

Sophomore Scottie 
Scheffler tied for 25th at 
7-over. Redshirt sopho-
more Taylor Funk tied for 
36th at 9-over. Freshman 
Steven Chervony compet-
ed as an individual and tied 
for 72nd at 22-over.

Next, the Longhorns will 
head to Augusta, Georgia, 
for the Augusta Collegiate 
Invitational on April 2–3 at 
the Forrest Hills Golf Club.

         —Trenton Daeschner

SPORTS 
BRIEFLY

We’ve got so much 
talent in the bullpen. 
It’s good to see them 
come out here and 
have success. Success 
builds confidence.

—Tres Barrera, 
Third Baseman

UTSA page 5
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Today’s solution will appear here next issue
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In the decade Gwen Stefani 
spent away from the recording 
studio, she’s forgotten how to 
make a great album.

Back in the mid-2000s, 
Gwen Stefani was a musi-
cal juggernaut, sending three 
songs into the Hot 100’s Top 
10 and creating a pop mu-
sic staple with the smash hit 
“Hollaback Girl.” Her R&B 
and hip-hop-tinged pop mu-
sic was brash and unmistak-
able. With her latest release, 
This Is What the Truth Feels 
Like, however, she’s a shadow 
of her former self.

Stefani used to be a pop 
powerhouse, but over the 
past decade, her role in pop 
has been filled by newcomers 
like Selena Gomez and Char-
li XCX, leaving her without 
a sonic home. Stefani hardly 
tries to reclaim her fame 
— the one track on Truth 
where she sounds like classic 
Gwen is “Naughty.” Borrow-
ing from Melanie Martinez, 
the song’s sparse production 
and beat drop in the chorus 
reinvents her 2006 sound, 
though her delivery verges 
on scolding mother rather 
than a sultry lover. 

The lyrics throughout the 
album are indirect and shy 
away from the boldness of 
“Hollaback Girl.” In the opener, 

“Misery,” Stefani shamelessly 
flaunts the cliché of compar-
ing love with drugs, previ-
ously explored in Kesha’s 2010 
hit “Your Love Is My Drug” 
(with lyrics such as “You’re like 
drugs to me” and “Put me out 
of my misery”), and in “Where 
Would I Be?” Stefani turns to 
poorly imagined rhymes (“I 
just can’t resist / You’ve got the 
perfect kiss”). However, none 
of these lyrical sins are as egre-
gious as the entirety of “Send 
Me a Picture,” which is a heap 
of sexual energy watered down 
to the mind-numbingly boring 
lyric, “So show me what you’re 
doing, boy / I wanna see what 
you’re doing, boy.”

When Stefani attempts to 
reclaim her edge in the Fetty 
Wap-assisted “Asking 4 It,” 
she instead comes off as tired 
and meek by sticking to a low-
octave drawl in the verses. 
Though she presents some 
feistiness in “Red Flag,” the ab-
solutely bizarre combination 
of a solemn cello and a club-
ready hook ruins the song, 
which becomes the album’s 
low point. It’s also the only 
song where the production 
lets Stefani down. On the rest 
of the album, the production 
does the heavy lifting; where 
Stefani falters with her lyrics 
and vocal performances, it re-
mains consistently strong and 
never goes over the top.

Though sparse, Truth does 

have considerable highs. The 
title track perfectly maintains 
a relaxing volume on top of 
a straightforward beat, al-
lowing Stefani and the song’s 
simple, yet addictive melody 
to shine. The album’s second 
single, “Make Me Like You,” a 
shimmering ’70s disco jam, is 
a pleasure from the first guitar 
strum to the last buoyant “Now 
you got me missing you.” The 
album closer, “Rare,” falls into 
the horribly predictable lyri-
cism that plagues the rest of the 
album, but is a soothing mid-
tempo track that ends the LP 
on a high note. 

So what does the truth feel 
like? At its worst, it’s toler-
able; its best, only moderately 
memorable. With solid pro-
duction, inconsistent vocal 
deliveries and poor lyricism, 

Truth straddles the middle of 
the road, attempting to revive 
a boisterous career with mini-
mal effort and safe artistic and 
executive choices. The result is 
a record that’s perfectly okay 
— something to pass the time 
while we wait for Stefani to de-
cide to make a truly passionate 
album again. 
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Who should pick up the 
check? Is it okay to kiss af-
ter the first date? Should you 
text or call?

With all of the unspo-
ken “rules” assigned to 
it, dating can be confus-
ing. So when navigat-
ing the world of romance, 
which rules will land the  
second date?

Dealing with first dates 
and relationships can seem 
overwhelming, so it’s natural 
to seek help when deciding 
what the next move should 
be. At the end of World War 
II, etiquette books and court-
ing how-to films became 
massively popular when 
America’s young and single 
population was ready to get 
married and start families. 

For a successful date in 
1959, Robert H. Loeb Jr.’s 
“She-Manners: The Teen 
Girl’s Book of Etiquette” 
suggested to girls: “Make 
him feel important. You 
have to forget your own de-
sires for importance.” 

Sociology professor 

Sheldon Ekland-Olson said 
dating and gender expecta-
tions have progressed since 
the 1950s, leaving more 
room for equality and per-
sonality to play a role in 
finding a partner. 

“You just thought about 
things differently [back 
then],” Ekland-Olson said. 
“That’s why the rethink-
ing about these issues is so 
important. It’s much better 
now. Improvements can still 
be made, but we look at each 
other more in terms of be-
ing real people as opposed 
to the very narrow terms 
before — and that goes for 
men and women.”

Engineering freshman 
Arinze Nwankwo said he is 
glad ideals have moved away 
from the sexist nature of past 
dating, but thinks some sex-
ist practices remain. 

“I would say it’s a good 
thing that we have pro-
gressed from that,” Nwank-
wo said. “I like how dating is 
now more. It’s not like all of 
[those dating practices from 
the past] have completely 
worn off, but expectations 
have definitely changed, for 
girls especially.”

Rules and expectations 
may seem too rigid for the 
freelance style of dating that 

has become more prominent 
recently, but that doesn’t 
mean they have completely 
gone away. The rules of the 
dating world promise a suc-
cessful love life, but in reality, 
may be counteractive. 

“People always tell me to ig-
nore the girl,” Nwankwo said. 
“I think that’s just stupid.”

When it comes to seeking 
out advice, communications 
junior Kate Allen said she has 
received some outdated tips. 

“The worst dating advice 
I’ve ever received was actu-
ally from my own father,” 
Allen said. “He told me to 
always say yes to a guy if he 
asked me out on a date be-
cause it was probably really 
hard for the guy to get the 
courage to ask me out. I let 
him know how I felt about 
that piece of advice, and 
now he keeps his ideas about 
dating to himself.”

Tips for the modern dater 
can be found in an abun-
dance of magazines that give 
guidelines for how women 
should act to attract men and 
promote hyper-masculinity 
as the ultimate turn-on for 
women. In a men’s dating 
advice book released in 2015, 
“Single Man, Married Man,” 
the authors suggest “no mat-
ter where a woman was in 

life, she should always be able 
to cater to her man’s needs.” 

Nwankwo said amid the 
abundance of dating advice 
available to young people, 

the best thing someone can 
do is be true to themselves.

“The best advice I can 
think of is to just be con-
fident with who you are 

and what you are doing,” 
Nwankwo said. “Unique-
ness and individuality can 
be the most attractive part 
about a person.”
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work and is cur-
rently a second-year 
doctoral student in 
health behavior and  
health education. 

“My love for so-
cial work began when I 
started volunteering in a 
program funded by the 
World Health Organiza-
tion,” Agarwal said. “The 
program encouraged im-
proved health outcomes 
among college students in 
New Delhi.”

She was interested in 
international law, but 
because it wasn’t an op-
tion in India, she set her 
sights on UT. Agarwal 
said through her dedica-
tion she was given the 
Texas New Scholar award, 
a prestigious fellowship, 
in 2014 as well as the Joe 
R. & Teresa Lozano Long 
Graduate Fellowship  
in 2015.

While conducting re-
search on substance and 
nicotine abuse among 
students, Agarwal also 
counseled and assisted in 
the case management for 
students involved in the 
study. She realized then 
she was more interested 
in the research side of her 
work and wanted to focus 
on that. 

After graduating with 
a bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degree in British lit-
erature, Agarwal worked 
with Teach India, an  

organization dedicated to  
eliminating educational in-
equality in India. 

Since she’s bilingual, 
Agarwal said she didn’t 
face much of a language 
barrier. Instead, one of 
the biggest challenges 
she faced was adjust-
ing to driving in the U.S. 
She said it’s very hard to 
drive around on roads you 
don’t know and especially 
harder to have the driving 
wheel on the left side of 
the car.

“I have been in the 
wrong lane many times,” 
Agarwal said. “I’ve been 
honked and yelled at.”

Despite her run-ins 
with road rage, Agarwal 
said her expectations of 
the U.S. and Texas weren’t 
very different than reality, 
but she was surprised at 
how friendly people were 
in Texas. 

I had a lot of friends 
move to the U.S before me, 
and they told me about 
it.” Agarwal said. “People 
here are very welcoming, 
which is something I did 
not expect, thinking they 
would all be too busy.”  

Overall, Agarwal said 
her experience here has 
been pleasant, and she 
isn’t finding it difficult 
to make friends from  
all backgrounds. 

“What started here 
changed my world,”  
Agarwal said. 

Courtesy of Interscope 
Pop singer Gwen Stefani fails to achieve the former glory of 
songs such as “Hollaback Girl” on her latest album.


