
The Engineering Sciences 
Building — a 50-year-old 
facility that houses the Uni-
versity’s electrical engineer-
ing program — has run its 
life course. 

Ceilings open up to ex-
posed pipes and wires, elec-
trical fans cool computer 
servers in a hot building and 
a room on the third floor is 
closed every summer be-
cause it does not have air 
conditioning. In this indus-
trial building, professors 
teach students 21st-century 
engineering without modern 
labs. But after several years 
of fundraising and plan-
ning, the Cockrell School of 
Engineering is set to begin 
constructing the $310 mil-
lion Engineering Education 
and Research Center to re-
place the Engineering Sci-
ences Building. With 430,000 
square feet of classrooms, 
labs and offices, the new 
building will become the sec-
ond biggest academic build-
ing behind Welch Hall. 

Engineering dean Greg 
Fenves said students will 
learn modern engineering 
through a hands-on ap-
proach in the new building, 
which will create more spac-
es for collaborative research. 
He said this is a necessity in 
engineering education that 
the college has struggled to 
meet with existing facilities.

“There are dramatic 
changes taking place in 
how we educate engineers. 

It’s moving from the class-
room to the laboratory,” 
said Fenves, who will leave 
his position as dean and 
become the University’s 
provost in October. “We 
are severely limited by our  

facilities because they were 
never designed to do this. 
They were designed to teach 
students sitting in chairs that 
are bolted to the floor with a 
professor at the blackboard 
at the front.” 

The Engineering Sciences 
Building was built in 1963 
for applied physics research. 
In the 50 years since, the 
building has become home 
to electrical engineering stu-
dents — the Cockrell School 

of Engineering’s largest un-
dergraduate program. 

Perry Durkee, the build-
ing manager who has 
worked in the Engineering 
Sciences Building for 32 

Cedric Reed blew through 
the line and slapped a paw 
from his 6-foot-6-inch 
frame at Kansas State quar-
terback Jake Waters. The ball 
bounded away for a second 
until defensive tackle Chris 
Whaley pounced on it with 
under a minute remaining.

With that, the Longhorn 
crowd exploded.

Cheers rained down on a 
Longhorn defense that had 
finally performed up to ex-
pectations, and seconds later 
the wake of the season’s first 
inspired “Texas! Fight!” could 
be heard across Austin.

Why not celebrate after all?
The fumble sealed a Long-

horn win, moving them to 1-0 
in conference play and, at least 
for a week, muzzled the fire-
Mack-Brown talk. Texas sits at 
2-2 on the season, and the play-
ers just looked relieved to win.

“This win specifically, after 
all that we went through the 
past few weeks, is a great one,” 
senior offensive guard Trey 
Hopkins said.

The team’s respite was pal-
pable after the game. Car-
rington Byndom and Case 
McCoy spent their entire 
press conference sharing 
inside jokes, and even soft-
spoken co-offensive coor-
dinator Major Applewhite 
cracked a one-liner that sent 

around ripples of laughter.
Texas enjoyed the win, 

and rightfully so. It went 
through one of the toughest 

stretches a group can have 
emotionally during the past 
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Latino studies may become new department
The Center for Mexican 

American Studies may be-
come its own department if 
plans are approved in No-
vember and an advisory 
committee finds adequate 
funding sources.

The center would become 
the Department of Mexican-

American and Latino Stud-
ies. Domino Perez, associate 
professor and director of the 
center, said the major obsta-
cle to implementing the cen-
ter’s plan is finding funding. 

“We understand that in 
order to become the na-
tion’s premier department 
of Mexican-American and 
Latino studies and for our 
future growth, we will need  

substantial funding,” Perez 
said in an email. “Therefore, 
we need to be entrepreneur-
ial in locating resources to 
fund these efforts.”

Perez said the departmen-
talization committee con-
ducted its first meeting Friday 
to discuss funding efforts. 

The center could depart-
mentalize by 2015 if its plan 
is approved in November. 

Perez said that the change 
would coincide with the 
center’s planned move to the 
Geography Building from 
its current home in Burdine 
Hall. The center moved into 
Burdine in July.

The UT System Board of 
Regents approved a second 
expansion of the Geography 
Building and increased the 
total cost of the construction  

project to $15.5 million in 
August, making room for 
the center to move into the 
building upon its completion 
in March 2015.

Perez said the regents have 
since cut the construction 
project by $1 million earlier 
this month.

“They cut the budget of the 
expansion after determining 
that the overall combined 

cost per square footage of 
both the renovation and ex-
pansion was too high,” Perez 
said in an email. “There are 
other buildings on campus 
with much higher per square 
footage costs.”

UT System spokeswoman 
Jenny LaCoste-Caputo said 
the regents, who have held 
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UT System 
funds pad 
University 
expenses

The UT System allocates 
more than one-third of the 
money in the Available Uni-
versity Fund directly to UT-
Austin, and the campus is 
growing more dependent 
on these allocations as state 
funding shrinks. 

While the funding the Uni-
versity receives from the UT 
System only makes up about 
7 percent of the University’s 
$2.48 billion annual budget, the 
campus remains the largest re-
cipient of System funds, using 
the allocations for projects as 
far-ranging as the Dell Medi-
cal School and the Engineering 
Education Research Center.

Scott Kelley, the UT System 
executive vice chancellor for 
business affairs, said roughly 
45 percent of the money is in-
tended to fund “excellence,” 
lending UT a competitive edge, 
especially when the University 
attempts to attract faculty. 

“If we’re recruiting a biolo-
gist, they might want a lab re-
fitted  — we can get money to 
fix up a lab, buy equipment 
for research,” Kelley said. 

The 2.1 million acres of oil-
rich land that make up the 
Permanent University Fund, 
a 137-year-old state endow-
ment, support the UT and 
Texas A&M systems. Though 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL

Law professor takes 
case to Supreme Court

A big win — but no cause for celebration

Charlie Pearce / Daily Texan Staff
Texas players celebrate after a touchdown in the first half of 
the Longhorns’ win against Kansas State Saturday evening. 

William Allensworth, attor-
ney and adjunct professor at 
UT, will become one of the few 
attorneys in America to present 
a case before the United States 
Supreme Court next month. 

Allensworth will argue 
against lawyers from the At-
lantic Marine Construction 
Company in a case concern-
ing forum-selection clauses 
— agreements between busi-
ness firms selecting courts 
where potential legal dis-
putes will be decided. Hear-
ings will begin Oct. 9. 

Allensworth said he values 

what he views as an opportuni-
ty not many lawyers encounter.

“There are over 300,000 
attorneys in America,”  
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The 50-year-old Engineering Sciences Building, an outdated facility, is set to be torn down for the new Engineering Educa-
tion and Research Center. 
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years, said it has constantly 
been patched up with con-
struction and renovation 
projects.

“It’s been in a constant 
state of change. The building 
was built for one purpose, 
and we have used it for an-
other purpose,” Durkee said. 
“We’ve spent a lot of time 
and a lot of trouble trying to 
make it look more modern. 
But it’s a lost cause now.”

Fenves said the building 
was constructed in an age 
when vacuum tubes, which 
were retired decades ago, 
were used in radios, and 
electronic integrated circuits 
were much simpler with sev-
en components rather than 
billions of components that 
make them up today. 

The lack of modern labs 
has hurt the engineering 
school’s ability to recruit top 
faculty, Durkee said.

“It’s impossible to say how 
many faculty recruits we’ve 
lost when they’ve come to 
this building to see it,” Dur-
kee said.

Even though most of UT’s 
engineering buildings are 
older than those of other 
universities, including Texas 
A&M University and the  

University of California-
Berkeley, the University’s 
engineering program has re-
mained competitively ranked.

“We have primarily been 
doing well because we’ve 
been so successful in hiring 
great faculty,” Fenves said. 
“But that is getting tougher 
to do because of our facili-
ties. We will not be able to 
continue without the new 
facilities.”

Meanwhile, Durkee said 
the building has several 
other issues, including an air 
conditioning system that is 
no longer sufficient to sup-
port the number of people 
who occupy the building. 

Earlier this summer, 
smoke from the air condi-
tioning system caused the 
fire alarms to go off and 
led to a building evacua-
tion. Meanwhile at the Texas 
Capitol, lawmakers failed to 
pass a bill that would have 
provided $2.7 billion in state 
funding for higher educa-
tion construction projects, 
including the proposed En-
gineering Education and 
Research Center. Following 
the failed bill, the UT Sys-
tem Board of Regents ap-
proved up to $150 million in 
available funds the Univer-
sity could borrow to supple-
ment fundraising efforts to 

finance the new building 
earlier this month. 

The Engineering Educa-
tion and Research Center is 
the first of nine construc-
tion projects in the school’s 
“Master Facility Plan,” 
which aims to construct six 
new facilities and renovate 
three outdated engineering 
buildings on campus. 

“The plan is very logical, 
very well laid out and vi-
sionary. But it was very clear 
that the first step had to be 
a building in the center of 
our engineering precinct,” 
Fenves said. “It had to re-
place [the Engineering Sci-
ences Building].”

Unlike the current fa-
cilities, Fenves said the new 
building will allow for in-
terdisciplinary research and 
entrepreneurial efforts, and 
its facilities will be adaptable 
to changes in engineering 
education.

“We don’t know exactly 
what kind of research is go-
ing to be done in the labs in 
the next 10, 20 or 50 years,” 
Fenves said. “It’s going to 

change. We’ve never had fa-
cilities like that before.” 

Associate engineering 
dean John Ekerdt said the 
University is still making 
final decisions on a time-
line for building the new 
facilities, but construction 
on the building could begin 
late in 2014 or early 2015. 
The building is set to open  
in 2018.

While the building is be-
ing constructed, Fenves said 
the college will disperse 
classes, labs and faculty to 
other buildings. He said un-
dergraduate instructional 
labs will move to Ernest 
Cockrell Jr. Hall, and many 
faculty and graduate stu-
dents will move to an ad-
ministrative building on the 
corner of 17th and Guadal-
upe Streets.

“It’s important that every-
body understand that there 
will be disruption, and we’re 
going to try to minimize it, 
but the benefit of that de-
struction is moving back to 
an incredible, state-of-the-
art facility,” Fenves said.
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two special meetings this 
month, have not taken any 
action on the building proj-
ect since they approved its 
expansion in August.

The center received a 
blow in June when Gov. Rick 
Perry vetoed part of a bill au-
thored by state Rep. Jim Pitts, 
R-Waxahachie, that would 
have given $1.5 million to 
the center. The bill would 
have offset some large cuts 
to its budget from the 2011 
legislative session. Perez said 
Perry’s veto has not trampled 
departmentalization efforts.

“It was never going to be 
the primary source of fund-
ing for our efforts. What it 
did do inadvertently was 
spark interest, locally and 
across the country, in our 
departmentalization ef-
forts,” Perez said. “People 
are watching UT closely, 
hoping it will to lead and 
shape future conversations 
and research about the fast-
est growing demographic in 
the country.”

The center is currently 
funded and taught by mul-
tiple departments. After 
its proposed departmen-
talization, the program 
would be part of the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts. 

Richard Flores, College of 
Liberal Arts associate dean, 
said the college is working to-
ward this end despite funding 
issues. The center received 
$138,578 through the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts during 
the 2012-13 academic year, 
according to the University’s 
Budget Office’s website.

“[Departmentalization] 
remains a priority of the 
college; the only question is 
how to fund it,” Flores said.

Organization honors 
former Daily Texan staff

Legendary CBS news an-
chor Walter Cronkite and 
former First Lady Claudia 
“Lady Bird” Johnson will be 
among the 12 inaugural in-
ductees into the Daily Texan 
Hall of Fame during a recep-
tion dinner Nov. 8 at Etter-
Harbin Alumni Center.

The event is organized by 
The Friends of the Daily Tex-
an, an organization made up 
of Texan alumni interested in 
promoting the 113-year-old 
news organization’s sustain-
ability by working closely 
with current staff members 
through mentorship, fund-
raising and networking.

The 12 inductees, accord-
ing to a press release, also 
include founding editor Fritz 
Lanham; Helene Wilke Mc-
Naughton, the Texan’s first 
female editor, who ran the 
paper during the dismissal of 
former UT President Homer 
Rainey; former editor Willie 
Morris, who fought the Uni-
versity’s attempts to censor 
the Texan after he wrote sev-
eral editorials criticizing seg-
regation and the University’s 
ties to oil and gas interests; 
and former editor Dick Elam, 
who pushed for racial inte-
gration and fought against 
anti-communist hysteria.

They also include former 
managing editor Karen El-
liott House, who won the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1984 for 
her reporting on the Middle 
East; Bill Moyers, who was 
President Lyndon Baines 
Johnson’s press secretary 
and hosts the American 
Public Television show, 
“Moyers & Company;” Ben 
Sargent, a Pulitzer Prize-
winning cartoonist who 
drew cartoons for the Aus-
tin American-Statesman for 
over 30 years; and Karen 
Tumulty, a national politi-
cal correspondent for The 
Washington Post.

The event will also honor 
Bryan Mealer under the “Ris-
ing Star” category. Mealer has 
freelanced for several pub-
lications including Esquire 
magazine, Texas Monthly 
and the Associated Press.

—Cyrus Huncharek
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Allensworth said. “But there 
are only 75-80 Supreme 
Court cases per year.”

The Atlantic Marine Con-
struction Company’s contract 
with J-Crew Management — 
represented by Allensworth 
— contained a forum-selec-
tion clause that said litigation 
would be held in Virginia. 
Because the majority of the 
contract was executed in 
Texas, Texas courts overruled 
the clause. Allensworth said 
the clauses are typically man-
aged by district courts which 
determine reasonable juris-
diction. 

Allensworth said after his 
case had won in the district 
court and in the 5th Cir-
cuit Appellate Court, his 
opponent appealed to the 
Supreme Court. He said he 

was not expecting the court 
to take the case. 

“That’s the bad news,” Al-
lensworth said. “The good 
news is that it is the U.S. Su-
preme Court.”

Allensworth has been prac-
ticing law for 35 years and 
said he is excited and nervous 
about this opportunity.

“Our case could affect pol-
icy,” Allensworth said. “It will 
affect all venue decisions. We 
will be sitting 15 feet from the 
nine Supreme Court Justices. 
That’s intimidating.”

Allensworth’s assistant, 
Chad Simon, has been 
practicing law for seven 
years and has been with 
Allensworth’s firm for two 
years. Simon presented the 
case at the district and 5th 
Circuit courts. Simon was 
once a student in Allen-
sworth’s class.

“I think it’s great that 

the University brings in  
professors with real world 
experience,” Simon said.

Allensworth said his cur-
rent case has been part of his 
classroom discussion this 
semester and that his stu-
dents have shown interest in 
the subject.

“The students want to talk 
more about the case than 
the usual topics,” Allen-
sworth said.

David Donaldson, journal-
ism lecturer who teaches me-
dia law, said the interpretation 
of the clause can often depend 
on how it was written.

“If it’s something the parties 
negotiated over — that’s prob-
ably binding,” Donaldson said. 
“But if it’s just a standard form 
they always use, then judges 
might be looking at other fac-
tors to determine a reasonable 
forum selection.”

Donaldson said he was 
pleased for Allensworth, 
whom he has known for 
many years. 

“This is an exciting time 
for him,” he said.
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It’s impossible to say how many faculty 
recruits we’ve lost when they’ve come 
to this building to see it.

—Perry Durkee, 
Engineering Science building manager
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the fund itself cannot be spent, 
as mandated by the Texas 
Constitution, profits from land 
lease sales and oil and gas pro-
duction revenue are invested. 
A portion of the returns from 
these investments make up 
the Available University Fund. 
For the fiscal year ending in 
August, the AUF had almost 
$644 million.

Once the AUF total is deter-
mined, two-thirds of the mon-
ey is allocated to the UT Sys-
tem for the Board of Regents 
to then allocate to the System’s 
nine academic institutions and 
six medical schools.

Still, Kelley said, the 
money from the fund is not 
enough to comprise an entire 
operating budget.

“[The AUF], spread among 
institutions, makes a lot of 
difference at the margin, but 
it is not transformational,” 
Kelley said. “The fund doesn’t 
replace basic needs for ap-
propriation, or for tuition — 
it helps us in those marginal 
areas, but it’s not going to pay 
for the institution.”

AUF money, gifts and en-
dowments take on a new 
importance in the face of 
decreasing state funding for 
the University. In the 1984-85 
school year, state general rev-
enue represented 47 percent 
of UT’s operating budget. To-
day, it represents 13 percent.

While 45 percent of the UT 
System’s AUF money is already 
distributed to UT, the Univer-
sity’s portion of the fund could 
increase over the next few 
years with the creation of the 
Dell Medical School. 

Last year, the Board of Re-
gents committed additional 
funding for the creation of the 
Dell Medical School. This con-
tribution, forecasted to begin in 
2014, will total $25 million an-
nually for the next several years 
and will eventually increase 
once the school is established.

Mary Knight, UT’s associate 
vice president for financial af-
fairs, said the money allocated to 
the medical school will initially 
be used for start-up activities  

and salaries because the school 
is still at the beginning of the 
development process.

“We don’t quite have a dean 
yet, but [the medical school 
steering committee] is using it 
now for kind of start-up activi-
ties … there are people who are 
appointed to work there, some 
full-time, some part-time — 
and those people are being paid 
from the funds,” Knight said. 

Beyond the money directly 
given to UT, a portion of the 
UT System funds are also al-
located for System-wide ini-
tiatives that also benefit the 
University. For the 2012 fiscal 
year, such projects included 

$50 million for the Institute 
of Transformational Learn-
ing, an organization created by 
the board to build the System’s 
online learning efforts. UT 
professors currently teach four 
massive open online courses 
— better known as MOOCs 
— which each cost $150,000 to 
develop, as part of the System’s 
online learning initiative.

The System also designated 
$10 million to purchase stock 
in MyEdu, an online course 
directory, with the intention 
of increasing graduation rates 
by facilitating course schedule 
planning for students.

Though some money from 

the AUF helps fund construc-
tion projects at all UT institu-
tions, the money alone is not 
sufficient to fund new projects 
like the planned Engineering 
and Education Research Center. 
This leaves system institutions 
dependent on state funding.

The engineering building, 
and other planned UT con-
struction projects, did not re-
ceive expected state funding 
through tuition revenue bonds 
earlier this year. A package of 
tuition bonds that would have 
provided more than $2.5 bil-
lion to campus construction 
projects statewide was not 
approved despite bipartisan 

support during the regular 
legislative session and the Teas 
Legislature’s two special ses-
sions this year. 

Knight said the budgeting 
process usually depends on sev-
eral variables but has been more 
difficult in recent years because 
of decreased state funding.

“We go through a legislative 
session and don’t know until 
the very end what our state 
general revenue is going to be, 
and we’re dependent on the re-
gents for tuition, and that’s just 
part of what we have to deal 
with,” Knight said. “Uncer-
tainty is just part of the bud-
geting process right now.”
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FUNDS
continues from page 1 Ransom Center gets 

large photo donation
The Harry Ransom 

Center received by do-
nation the Magnum 
Photos Collection con-
taining 200,000 press 
prints from Magnum 
Photos, the Magnum 
photo cooperative, on 
Sept. 20. President Wil-
liam Powers Jr. said it is 
expected to be the larg-
est donation ever made 
to the Ransom Center. 

The donation was 
made by Michael Dell, 
the CEO of Dell Inc., 
and Glenn Fuhrman 
and John Phelan, co-
managing partners 
and co-founders of 
MSD Capital, L.P., the 
Dell’s private invest-
ment firm. The Dells, 
Fuhrman and Phelan 
purchased the collec-
tion in 2009, but it 
will now be a part of 
university curriculum 
and the focus of lec-
tures, seminars and  
fellowships. 

The Magnum Photo 
collection contains 
prints from historic 
events such as the D-
Day landings, as well 
as images of cultural 
icons including Pablo 
Picasso and Marilyn 
Monroe.

“This photographic 
collection will be an 
invaluable resource for 
decades to come, for 
students and scholars 
and all who wish to un-
derstand the cultural 
and historical moment 
through which we have 
recently come,” Ran-
som Center director 
Stephen Enniss said in 
a statement.

The Ransom Center’s 
current exhibit “Radical 
Transformation: Mag-
num Photos into the 
Digital Age” is on view 
through Jan. 5.
—Sarah Grace Sweeney

UT Austin

UT Arlington

UT Dallas

UT El Paso

UT Tyler

UT Permian 
Basin

UT San  
Antonio

$82,689,819

 $151,533,798

 $99,895,803

$104,790,945

$17,759,200

$34,751,649

$5,422,672

The fund doesn’t 
replace basic needs for 
appropriation, or for 
tuition — it helps us in 
those marginal areas, 
but it’s not going to 
pay for the institution.

—Scott Kelley,  
executive vice chancellor for 

business affairs

AUF Allocation totals by UT campus from 2008 to 2012

UT System Initiatives  
Available University Fund allocations for the 2012 fiscal year

$50 million for the Institute for Transformational Learning, which brings 
technology into the classroom, develops MOOCS and provides options for 
degree completion.
$10 million to purchase equity interests in MyEdu
$6.5 million in support of the $10 million total initiative for a “Productivity 
and Excellence Framework,” which measures productivity across the system
$34.87 millions to bolster information security compliance and secure 
the System’s cyber-infrastructure
$2.96 million to fund an external review at U.T. campuses examining 
computing needs
$1.02 million to support an external financial audit of the U.T. System
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Every week, the Daily Texan 
editorial board will sit down 
with a campus or community 
figure to ask them about is-
sues related to students. These 
conversations, edited and con-
densed for clarity, will run in 
the paper every Monday. This 
Monday, our Q-and-A is with 
Dr. Gregory J. Vincent, the 
vice president for diversity and 
community engagement at UT-
Austin. Dr. Vincent holds pro-
fessorships in both the College 
of Education and the School of 
Law and has formerly served as 
the assistant attorney general of 
Ohio. The DDCE, which he has 
led since 2006, promotes diver-
sity on campus. 

Daily Texan: Can you 
tell us a little bit about the 
history of the Division of 
Diversity and Community 
Engagement? 

Dr. Gregory J Vincent: 
I was hired during the 
Faulkner administration, 
and President Faulkner, 
along with Provost Ekland-
Olson, made the decision 
to bring on a chief diversity 
officer. And so I was hired 
in 2005 to serve as the chief 
diversity officer. When Presi-
dent Powers was named 
president in 2006, he cited 
diversity as one of his four 
systemic priorities. And in 
order to operationalize that 
priority, he created the Divi-
sion of Diversity and Com-
munity Engagement. He 
named me vice president in 
2006 and the division really 
came together in 2007. 

DT: One of the goals of 
the DDCE is to create a 
diverse learning environ-
ment. But how do you cre-
ate a diverse learning envi-
ronment on campus when 
you can’t control the condi-

tions immediately adjacent 
to campus? 

GV: Well, I think you can 
control some of the condi-
tions. You can create a climate 
of mutual respect, a climate of 
civility. I think you can have 
expectations and norms. I 
think you can say, “This is what 
we’re about,” and you can set 
the tone both at the presiden-
tial level and at the local level. 
So I think you have the abil-
ity to create a campus culture 
that’s geared to diversity and 
respect, excellence, all of those 
values that we hold dear. There 
are going to be people who 
fall outside of that, and there 
have to be consequences for 
those actions that fall outside 
of those norms that we have 
set. I firmly believe that the 
vast majority of people want to 
do the right thing. They want 
to do it the right way. And so, 
when you set those norms and 
expectations, most people will 
fall in line with that. 

DT: What was your first 
reaction when you heard 
the accusations that were 
leveled by student Bryan 
Davis during the recent 
bleach balloon controversy? 

GV: Well, I take those [in-
cidents] very seriously. Before 
I went into higher education, 
I was a civil rights attorney. 
I’ve devoted my life and my 
career to eradicating those 
kinds of actions and mak-
ing sure that everyone feels 
protected and safe. And so 
I take [those incidents] very 
seriously. Because there was 
that potential [that this was 
a targeted attack], we felt it 
was absolutely critical to do 
our due diligence. We want-
ed to make sure we had any 
evidence that might be there. 
And, you know, we were 
committed to doing a full, 

comprehensive investigation  
to find out if there were con-
taminants, if there was some-
thing like bleach, and whether 
students from underrepre-
sented backgrounds were be-
ing targeted. Even if it was a 
harmless prank, we take that 
seriously, because it causes 
some students to feel unsafe. 
And if you have students of 
color being potentially tar-
geted by bleach balloons, that 
is a different level of incident. 
That could potentially be seen 
even as a hate crime. And so 
we had to investigate that in 
that vein. That’s the reason we 
collected physical evidence, 
that’s the reason we did the 
things that we did. My hope 
was that it was a prank and 
not targeting. 

DT: And how did you go 
about [ruling out that the 
attack was racially moti-
vated]? 

GV: Well, one way was 
direct evidence. Obviously, 
any incident, whether it’s the 
same race or not, when you’re 
using a contaminant, that’s a 
very different situation. If you 
throw bleach on someone, 
you have to know that that’s 
a potential to cause harm. 
The other thing we looked 
at is, are there other students 
who are not members of pro-
tected groups who are being 
targeted? We know there has 
been a tradition of throwing 
water balloons at new frater-
nity initiates or women who 
are rushing sororities. That 
being said, that practice, even 
though it may have stemmed 
from a harmless prank situ-
ation, has caused a problem 
that needs to be addressed 
and solved, and that practice 
of throwing water balloons 
out of windows is not an ac-
ceptable practice. 

DT: How did you react 
when Davis accused the 
University in an op-ed in 
the Burnt Orange Report 
of “scooting the issue under 
the rug”? 

GV: I would just say to that, 
the evidence speaks for itself. 
If you read our statement in 
full and you look at our ac-
tions, we stand by those ac-
tions .  And that’s all I really 
have to say. I would just say, 
our actions are consistent with 
what we said we were going to 
do. We said we were going to 
have an investigation; we did 
that. We said we were going to 
take this seriously; we did that. 
We stand by our work and our 
investigation and our outreach 
to the student. 

DT: Moving forward, 
even if UT were to succeed 
in getting a more diverse 
campus, how do you con-
front questions of tradi-
tions — how do you con-
front the fact that we have a 
multicultural Greek system 
and a non-multicultural 
Greek system? 

GV: You’ve got to remem-
ber, these fraternities and 
sororities have been there 
for 100, over 100 years. I’m a 
member of a predominantly 
African-American fraternity 
and we’re over 100 years old. 
And so breaking down those 
traditions becomes very im-
portant. What we know, and 
just to use the University of 
Alabama as an example, one 
thing we have to do is cut out 
the negative pressure from 
alums and external forces. 
That’s a huge part of that and 
really making sure that the 
fraternities and sororities 
have the freedom to pick. I 
think the big issue, from what 
we’ve seen from the Universi-
ty of Alabama, is that alumni 

pressure. I think we have to  
begin to address that. 

DT: Do you have any plans 
to address that? 

GV: Well, again, I think it 
will be interesting to see what 
the University of Alabama’s 
done. I think the president has 
really weighed in down there 
to really say, you know, this is 
our expectations and norms. 
I think that also changing 
the pledge/rush process to be 
able to do it throughout the 
year, you know, one of the 
interesting things, having not 
been in that process, I find 
it very interesting that [the 
rush process] is very imme-

diate. Almost as soon as you 
get on campus, you haven’t 
even taken a class yet. That’s 
interesting to me. And in 
the multicultural fraternities 
and sororities you’re talking 
about, we have our students 
wait until their second se-
mester freshman year. And 
so I think it’s important to 
know the campus. I’m talking 
as somewhat of an outsider 
about this experience, but I 
do think opening up access is 
really critical. And I do think, 
given where students are, and 
their exposure to a more di-
verse learning environment, I 
do think that those things will 
change organically.

Texas is an important data point in the na-
tional healthcare debate. According to a U.S. 
Census report released this month, Texas 
still has the largest uninsured population in 
the country – 6.4 million people. Additional 
data shows one in three working-age adults 
in Texas is uninsured.

As a conservative in Texas, I’ve listened to 
and considered the Republican crusade to 
block Obamacare. It’s hard to ignore people 
like Sen. Ted Cruz, whose vitriolic attacks on 
the measure have made national headlines, or 
Gov. Rick Perry, who made sure Texas received 
no federal funds for Medicaid expansion.

Despite defunding talks and Republican 
opposition, the open enrollment market-
place is still scheduled to open Oct. 1, and 
Texas needs to do everything it can to en-
sure certified enrollment specialists are in 
place and consumers who qualify have the 
information they need to apply for ben-
efits. Those looking for coverage will be 
directed to the open enrollment market-
place, where eligible individuals, families, 
and small businesses can receive a new 
coverage plan. Those who do not qualify 
based on their income may be directed to 
Medicaid, but Perry’s decision to halt the 
expansion of Medicaid in Texas last ses-
sion may mean these families will continue 
to be uninsured.

The Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) is designed for families whose in-
comes are too high for Medicaid but too low 
for private insurance. The plan, which offers 
extensive benefits with low copayments and 
enrollment fees, plays a large role in making 
sure Texas is healthy and covered. Accord-
ing to the Census report released this month, 
16.4 percent of children in Texas were unin-
sured. Though this is still the highest rate in 

the country, and well above the national av-
erage of 9.8 percent, this figure is down from 
25 percent just 16 years ago, when CHIP was 
passed. Regardless of party affiliation, it is 
clear that the realistic health care solutions of 
CHIP and Medicaid are creating real change 
for low-income families in Texas.

The tangible results of CHIP and Medic-
aid in Texas, evident in the decreasing num-
ber of uninsured in the state, seem to have 
been summarily tossed by lawmakers. The 
rejection of federal funding for the expan-
sion of Medicaid creates a trap for the poor-
est in Texas – the parents of a family of four 
making $25,000 are eligible for a substantial 
benefit package through the marketplace, 
but the parents of a family of four making 
$22,000 are offered no help.

Obamacare is not without its share of 
problems. The effects of the bill on the la-
bor market, especially in Texas, where small 
business plays a crucial part in our state 
economy, are dubious at best - the employer 
penalties for companies with 50 employ-
ees or fewer will ensure that small business 
growth is stunted and large corporations 
remain large and uncompetitive.  Addition-
ally, insurance in any form should never 
replace or prohibit someone’s conversation 
with their doctor. But when 1 million Tex-
ans are living below the poverty line with 
no other foreseeable health care solution, it 
is the responsibility of lawmakers to both 
ensure that Texas is prepared for open en-
rollment and to reconsider a plan to expand 
Medicaid in the future.

As much as lawmakers in Texas wish to 
blame the President for the failings of the 
United States healthcare system, the party-
line decision to reject federal funding for 
Medicaid expansion in Texas is directly re-
sponsible for the deplorable health care con-
ditions of the poorest Texans. 

Jordan is an English and finance junior 
from Missouri City.
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Q-AND-A

COLUMN

Dr. Gregory Vincent talks diversity at UT

Texas lawmakers should take 
a second look at Obamacare

By Chris Jordan
Daily Texan Columnist 

@ChrisAlanJordan

HORNS UP: FINALLY SOMETHING TO CHEER ABOUT 

Despite the recent losses against BYU and Ole Miss, 
Texas is undefeated in Big 12 conference play after beat-
ing Kansas State on Saturday. This presents a dilemma 
for those looking for a regime change, as it will likely 
protect Mack Brown’s job a while longer and make it 
harder to build a case against him. But hey, we’re not 
complaining. A win’s a win.

HORNS DOWN: A LITTLE RAIN, BUT WE NEED A LOT 

This weekend gave Austin some of the best weather 
it’s seen in months, but all good things must come to an 
end. The rain, which came from a pair of hurricanes that 
hit Mexico earlier in the week, will not be enough to halt 
the current drought. And while water levels rose in the 
lakes of Central Texas, they’re still so far below historical 
norms that it hardly makes a difference.

Photo courtesy of UT-Austin
Dr. Gregory J. Vincent

HORNS UP: EMMY WIN GIVES REASON FOR BREAKING BAD BINGE

As busy college students, we’re always looking for an 
excuse to spend more time with our Netflix accounts. It 
comes as no surprise that AMC series “Breaking Bad” 
won the Emmy on Sunday for outstanding drama, given 
TV critics’ long-standing love affair with the gripping 
crime series, but the seal of approval from the Acad-
emy of Television Arts & Sciences will help justify our 

Walter White binge session on the basis of cultural immersion. Horns Up, Emmy Awards.

HORNS DOWN: IMBALANCE ON THE BALLOT 

On Friday, the Texas Tribune’s Ross Ramsey pointed 
out one problem with Texas Republicans’ otherwise 
strong lineup on the 2014 ballot: there aren’t, as of right 
now, any female frontrunners. In a year where the rheto-
ric has often tended towards GOP vs. Texas women, we’re 
disheartened that there aren’t more candidates available 
to turn the conversation around. 



As progress continues to-
ward the creation of the Dell 
Medical District, sustain-
ability and atmosphere are 
at the forefront of architects’ 
and landscapers’ minds. 
These goals were the focus 
of the fourth annual Sustain-
ability Symposium hosted by 
the University on Friday. 

Construction on the medi-
cal district will begin in spring 
2014. Architects plan to focus 
on water preservation and 
natural light as main features 
of the design — to better the 
environment but also for the 
benefit of the patients.

The first phase of con-
struction includes realigning 
portions of Red River Street 
to make room for medical 
facilities.

Construction might in-
clude the removal of the 
Frank Erwin Center, though 
such steps would not be taken 
immediately. The UT System 
Board of Regents approved 
$344.5 million for construc-
tion at a May meeting.

Anthony Fox, Sasaki Asso-
ciates landscape architect and 
urban designer, said another 
important aspect is the over-
all flow of the landscapes and 
the campus’ building design.

“In many ways, [the medi-
cal district] serves as a gateway 
and threshold to the campus,” 
Fox said. “[The land also serves 
as] a transition from the urban 
engineered landscape to the 

more softer collegial landscape 
and mixed within all that is the 
sort of wild of Waller Creek.”

Sasaki plans to design an 
open space with interconnect-
ing walkways. Fox presented 
possible solutions for reha-
bilitating the Waller Creek 
area within the future medical 
district, such as clearing out 
excessive undergrowth.

Long-term goals and gains 
in sustainability will dictate the 
final design of the architecture, 
according to Page Southerland 
Page architect Brian Roeder. 
He said potential measures for 
lowering energy costs because 
of exposure to the sun include 
several exterior solutions such 
as vertical window fins, hori-
zontal shades, window projec-
tions and recessed or projected 
window pods.

Seton Healthcare Family’s 
presentation focused on the 

need for sustainability in 
health care by using holistic 
healing concepts of light, 
water and green spaces.

“These concepts [of sus-
tainability] are deeply rooted 
in health care and in Seton’s 
mission and in history,” Se-
ton Healthcare representa-
tive David Shackelford said. 
“In fact, there’s a Hippocratic 
Oath which says, ‘First, do 
no harm.’ And that not only 
translates into our opera-
tions but also into the devel-
opment of our facilities.” 

Jim Walker, the University’s 
director of sustainability, spoke 
about the effect the district’s 
completion will have on the 
University’s long-term campus 
master plan. Walker said future 
master plans will be more like-
ly to take a similar approach if 
long-term sustainability goals 
are met.
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Free Speech
Dialogues

on

Should artistic expression 
be any less protected than 

political speech?

What is artistic 
expression?

When is art obscene?
Or educational?

Does artistic freedom 
depend on who’s paying: 

public subsidies or private 
patrons?

Freedom of Speech & 
Artistic Expression

www.freespeechdialogues.org

Dialogues on Free Speech 
Sponsored by 

the BB&T Chair for the Study of 
Objectivism

FREE SPEECH:  
LET’S TALK ABOUT IT

Can’t I just say 
what I think?

Free speech is a
lot more complicated 
than that.

Is it?  I’m 
not sure. . .

Well, let’s talk 
about it.

Thursday, 
Sept. 26, 2013

Location: Liberal Arts Bldg. 
CLA 0.128

7-9 pm

Greg Lukianoff - President (FIRE) 
Foundation for Individual Rights 

in Education

Daniel Jacobson - Professor of 
Philosophy, University of Michigan

Nora Gilbert - Assistant Professor of 
English University of North Texas
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Survey Takers Needed in Aus-
tin. 100% FREE to Join! Click on 
Surveys. 
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ER Need someone to bring 
my teen hm from school 3x/
wk (tues, thurs & fri). P/U is @ 
4:15 sharp. Perfect driving re-
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quired. $15/hr. + your commute 
time. More hrs avail if needed. 
Contact monica@stevemadere.
com 

800 General Help Wanted
 send resumes to info@majesti-
caustin.com 

810 Office-Clerical
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in Law Office. Must be Bilingual 
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CAMPUS

Research details access to contraceptives in Texas

Caleb b. Kuntz
Daily Texan Staff

Joseph Potter, 
professor of 
sociology, gives a 
spirited pre-
sentation of his 
ongoing research 
entitled “Contra-
ceptive Access 
in Austin Texas 
After the 2011 
Funding Cuts: 
Results from 
a Prospective 
Study.”

Texas women prefer long-
term and reversible birth con-
trol methods but don’t always 
have access to them, accord-
ing to new research published 
by a UT sociology professor.

The Population Research 
Center’s Brown Bag semi-
nar on Friday showcased 
sociology professor Joseph 
Potter’s research, “Contra-
ceptive Access in Austin, 
Texas After the 2011 Fund-
ing Cuts: Results from a 
Prospective Study.”

Potter said family-plan-
ning funding was cut by 
two-thirds by the Texas Leg-
islature in 2011. Priority for 
remaining funds was directed 
to comprehensive care rather 
than specialized family-plan-
ning providers. Planned Par-
enthood was excluded from 
the newly established Texas 
Women’s Health Program.

Restrictions on abortion 
providers were added by the 
Legislature during a special 
session in June, including  

regulations such as exact spec-
ification for widths of hall-
ways. The regulations would 
force the closure of all but two 
abortion clinics in the state.

Potter said the Texas Policy 
Evaluation Project was cre-
ated to study women’s experi-
ences seeking contraception 
following the funding cuts.

All women in the study 
were required to have com-
pleted childbearing or were 
planning to wait at least two 
years to have another child, 
Potter said. Four hundred 
women were recruited from 
facilities operated by St. Da-
vid’s HealthCare. These wom-
en were interviewed after 
delivery and then every three 
months following the birth.

The results showed that 15 
percent of the women were 
using a long-acting revers-
ible contraceptive method, 
18 percent were sterilized, 
23 percent used hormonal 
methods such as the pill and 
43 percent used less-effective 
methods such as condoms.

Potter said the study 
revealed women had a  

significant interest in long-act-
ing reversible contraception, 
but found they were harder to 
access because of cost, limited 
locations inaccessibility and 
lack of information.

Government senior Katie 
Ray, who interns with Potter, 
said she has been involved 
in the study by helping Pot-
ter update his website and 
communicate with policy 
makers. Ray said she feels 
passionately about the work 
she and Potter do.

“I’m worried about low-
income women in Texas not 
being able to access the health 
care that they need,” Ray said.

Journalism junior Maria 
Roque also got involved in in-
terning for Potter through the 
Bridging Disciplines Program 
this semester. Although she has 
not been a part of the research, 
she said she believes that access 
to contraception affects more 
than just those in Austin.

“It’s an important issue that 
deserves attention and re-
search, not just from women 
in Texas but also people all 
over the country,” Roque said.

By Nicole Cobler
@nicolecobler

CAMPUS

Sustainable campus growth planned
By Miranda Edson

@mirandaaedson

Lauren Ussery / Daily Texan Staff
Stephanie Lee McDonald, Executive Director of Waller Creek 
Conservancy, speaks about sustainable stewardship for 
Waller Creek at the Sustainability Symposium held in the 
Student Activity Center Friday afternoon.



Darrell K Royal-Texas 
Memorial Stadium pro-
duced noise on Saturday 
night that hasn’t been heard 
since 2003 — well at least 
sound associated with beat-
ing Kansas State.

Texas overpowered Coach 
Bill Synder’s Wildcats, beat-
ing Kansas State 31-21. 
The win gave Longhorn 
fans a reason to cheer af-
ter back-to-back losses the  
previous weeks.

“We ended it [the losing 
streak] and we plan to keep 
it that way,” senior quarter-
back Case McCoy said. “We 
had some adversity strike 
but we hung in there and got 
the win. It was great to see 
for all of us.”

Texas controlled the 
first half, scoring 17 points 
while only giving up seven. 
In his first full week as de-
fensive coordinator, Greg 
Robinson led a defense 
that mimicked his 2004 
Rose Bowl champion-
ship team, limiting missed 
tackles and stifling spurts 
of offensive momentum. 
Kansas State was unable to 
cross midfield until 2:06 
left in the first half.

“I’m really proud of the 
guys,” head coach Mack 
Brown said. “We played a 
full 60 minutes. We over-
came a lot of adversity and 
got the win. We’re 1-0 in the 
Big 12.”

The biggest challenge 
Texas faced was the loss 
of its starting quarterback. 
Texas’ medical staff didn’t 
clear Ash to play because 
he showed concussion-like 
symptoms — Ash missed 
the Ole Miss contest for 
the same reason last week. 
McCoy entered the game 
and managed the game 
well in his place.

Despite the injury, Texas 

looked like a different team 
than it did against BYU and 
Ole Miss, giving Brown the 
ability to breathe a bit after a 
turblent few weeks. 

“This is part of the team I 
expected to see coming into 
this season,” Brown said. “ I 
expect to see for the rest of 
the year. This can be a really 
good team.”

Texas produced 452 yards 
total offense on 81 plays. The 

Longhorns showed balance, 
as 227 of those yards came 
on the ground while 225 
came through the air.

Robinson’s defense gave 
up 390 total yards with 
only 115 of those coming 
off the run, an area Texas 
had difficulty stopping this 
season. The 115 yards rep-
resents the lowest number 
of rushing yards allowed 
by Texas since the first 

week of the season. 
“It was so much differ-

ent, unbelievably different 
really [the feeling from the 
past two weeks],” running 
back Malcolm Brown said. 
“The past two weeks have 
been frustrating. Now, we 
just want to keep on keeping 
on. We had a great game to-
night. We’ll celebrate this for 
a day and then go onto the 
next one.”

6 L&A

Name: 1898/Office of Sustainability -; 
Width: 19p4; Depth: 7.5 in; Color: Black, 
1898/Office of Sustainability -; Ad Num-
ber: 1898

Friday 
October 4th, 2013

Interested? Email 
Green Fee current projects and history available at 

www.utexas.edu/sustainability/greenfee

Think 
Green?
 

Join the 
Green 
Fee 

Apply for one of the two at-large positions

Name: 1416/Rec 

utrecsports.org

SIGN UP NOW
INTRAMURAL GOLF CLASSIC

WINNINGSTARTS HERE

Name: 1910/PPD Development -- Display; 
Width: 19p4; Depth: 5 in; Color: Black, 
1910/PPD Development -- Display; Ad 
Number: 1910

Need to have 
your wisdom 
teeth removed?
We have a research study.
Right now, PPD is looking for qualifi ed 
participants for a post-surgical pain relief 
research study of an investigational medication. 
Surgery for qualifi ed study participants will be 
performed by a board certifi ed oral surgeon. 
Receive up to $500 upon study completion 
and the surgery is performed at no cost.

         

For information, call  512-462-0492
Text “PPD” to 48121 to receive study information
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TEXAS K-STATEVS. WIN
continues from page 1

By Garrett Callahan
@callahangarrett

few weeks, and as a human, it’s 
more than acceptable that the 
group basks in their victory.

But, as always, perspective is 
needed. It was up to Brown to 
provide it.

The 16-year veteran at Texas 
had a smile spread across his 
lips. Yet, when questions pep-
pered him about the future of 
the team, he relented. This win 
is just the first step.

“This is a start, this isn’t the 
end,” Brown said. “We had to 
get this game tonight.  We had 
to get back on the right track.  
We had to get 1-0 against the 
Big 12 champs from last year .”

Brown’s right — it certainly 
is just the beginning. Texas 
still has eight games remain-
ing against one of the deepest 
conferences in America. The 
team’s stated goal is a Big 12 ti-
tle, and despite the win, the way 
it played on Saturday isn’t good 
enough to run the table.

Texas played admirably after 
the loss of David Ash and Jor-
dan Hicks, but a 10-point win 
at home against a rebuilding 
Wildcat team doesn’t exactly 
inspire confidence. 

Lost in the shuffle of the win 
were the Nick Saban 2014 T-
shirts sprinkled throughout the 
stands, and the school’s reluc-
tance to show Brown on the big 
screen. But that’s OK, the nega-
tives don’t always have to shine.

The players want to bask in 
the glow of the win, as they 
should. But it’s a telling sign. 
Would the 2005 or 2009 Long-
horns celebrate with this vigor 
over an un-ranked Kansas 
State squad?

Simply, no.
And that’s all you need to 

know about the eventual result 
of this season.

Longhorns, Robinson figure out defensive plan to stop run
By Peter Sblendorio

@petersblendorio

Chelsea Purghan / Daily Texan Staff 
Running back Johnathan Gray cuts through a hole in the Longhorns’ 31-21 win Saturday against Kansas State. Gray racked up a 
career-high 141 yards while the Texas defense allowed just 115 yards on the ground, flipping the script from the past two weeks.

VOLLEYBALL

Sold-out crowd watches Horns beat No. 12 Cornhuskers

In a back-and-forth battle, 
No. 6 Texas finally knocked 
off No. 12 Nebraska in five 
games (20-25, 25-19, 27-25, 
21-25, 15-12) as the Long-
horns wrapped up their  
non-conference schedule.

For the third time in as 
many tries, Gregory Gym 
was sold-out, marking the 
first time Texas volleyball 
has had three consecutive 
sell-outs.

“[The fans] were a big part 
of this win,” head coach Jer-
ritt Elliott said. 

The Cornhuskers took 

the first game against 
a Longhorn team that 
posted just a .118 kill  
percentage. 

“We aren’t having the kill 
production like we have in 
the past,” Elliott said on his 
team’s .232 kill percentage. 
“We need to be around .450 
or .480.”

Texas bounced back 
strong, winning games 
two and three. But Ne-
braska didn’t quit, forcing a 
game five — a game where 
Texas took advantage of 
Nebraska errors to claim  
the victory.

“I feel like we came out in 
the end and fought a little 
more than they did,” sopho-
more middle blocker Molly  
McCage said.

Texas is now 4-0 in fifth 
sets this season.

“When the game is tight, 

they raise their level and 
concentration,” Elliott said. 
“They put pressure on 
teams.”

Senior outside hitter Bai-
ley Webster led the team 
with 21 kills, making up for 
junior outside hitter Haley 
Eckerman’s  .060 kill per-
centage.

“Bailey got better as the 
match came along,” El-
liott said. “We relied on her  
shoulders.”

The game marked the end 
of a tough non-conference 
schedule, which featured 
seven currently ranked  
opponents.

“We beat some really good 
teams,” Elliott said. “I think 
we have a long way to go. 
We definitely aren’t hitting  
our stride.”

Texas starts Big 12 play 
Wednesday at TCU.

By Evan Berkowitz
@Evan_Berkowitz

Shelby Tauber / Daily Texan Staff
Senior outside hitter Baily Webster records one of 21 kills. Webster 
supported the offense as All-American Haley Eckerman struggled.

After opening the season 
1-2 against non-conference 
opponents, the Longhorns 
turned things around in a 
major way Saturday in beat-
ing Kansas State for the first 
time since 2003. Here are 
four things to take from Tex-
as’ 31-21 victory:

Injury update
Texas linebacker Jordan 

Hicks is out for the remain-
der of the season with an 
Achilles tear and will un-
dergo surgery, according to 

Kenny Boyd, Texas head ath-
letic trainer for football. 

Hicks, a redshirt junior, 
missed all but three games 
of last season with a hip in-
jury he sustained against  
Ole Miss. 

Quarterback David Ash 
will continue to be evalu-
ated throughout the week for 
“head injury symptoms” he 
suffered against Kansas State. 
Ash missed the Ole Miss 
game the week prior due to 
concussion-like symptoms.

Dynamic rushing attack
Sophomore running back 

Johnathan Gray turned in 

his best performance of 
the season, rushing for a 
career-high 141 yards on 28 
carries while scoring two  
touchdowns.

Junior running back 
Malcolm Brown also 
played well, earning 40 
yards on nine carries and 
picked up his first rushing 
touchdown of the season. 
As a team, the Longhorns 
compiled 227 rushing 
yards, scoring three of 
their four touchdowns on  
the ground.

“It can be great,” Brown 
said. “You saw tonight that 
the offensive line was open-

ing up those holes. We can 
find them if they’re out there. 
You saw tonight that it was 
great and we can do things 
like that every week.”

Young wide receivers  
step up

The passing game did not 
miss a beat in the absence of 
senior wide receiver Mike 
Davis and sophomore run-
ning back/wide receiver  
Daje Johnson.

Sophomore wide re-
ceiver Kendall Sanders 
continued to produce as a 
starter, picking up 80 yards 
on three receptions, the 

longest of which being a 
63-yard touchdown strike 
in the first quarter. Fellow 
sophomore wide receiver 
Marcus Johnson embraced 
his increase in playing 
time, hauling in five passes 
for a career-high 70 yards.

Improved run defense
The Longhorns produced 

their best showing against 
the run since Week 1, limit-
ing Kansas State to just 115 
rushing yards on 38 carries.

After allowing oppo-
nents to earn 550 and 272 
yards on the ground in its 
previous two games, Texas 

adjusted to counteract the 
zone-read and found the 
ball carrier quickly. The 
Wildcats only gained 3 
yards per carry against the 
Longhorns’ front, and their 
leading rusher managed 
just 48 yards.

“There are some guys 
that stepped up tonight big, 
younger and older,” defensive 
coordinator Greg Robinson 
said. “I think a lot of progress 
can continue to be made. Just 
being in the room with these 
guys, I’d be shocked if they 
didn’t just keep doing what 
they’re doing. And that’s get-
ting better.”

Longhorns cage Wildcats
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ACROSS
 1 Gabs, gabs, 

gabs
 5 One jumping to 

conclusions, say
11 Piece of gig 

gear
14 Eve’s mate
15 Like Swiss 

mountains
16 “___ whillikers!”
17 Prefix with 

potent
18 Tiny bagel 

flavorers
20 Fairy tale bullies
22 Pasture
23 Delete with a 

cross
24 Two in craps
26 Cycle after wash
27 Christmas tree
28 Laudatory poem
29 Makeshift 

bookmark
30 Spanish bears
32 Put bubbles in
35 Ones getting all 

A’s

40 Keynote 
address 
presenter

41 Adjust, as sails 
43 Like stencils 

and missing 
persons

46 Happy ___ clam
49 Org. on a 

toothpaste box
50 12-inch 

sandwiches
51 Room 

decoration with 
a pattern

54 Subj. concerned 
with booms, 
crashes and 
panics

55 Sack
56 Music devices 

with earbuds
57 Obsolescent 

Kodak product
60 See 62-Across
62 With 60-Across, 

doing great … 
or where to 
find 18-, 24-, 
35-, 51- and 
57-Across?

63 Ultimatum 
words

64 “There’s nothing 
___!”

65 12 oz. and 
others

66 Special Forces 
caps

67 Some Dadaist 
pieces

DOWN
 1 Eight-time 

N.B.A. All-Star 
___ Ming

 2 Upbraid
 3 Old TV’s Captain 

___
 4 Smile that’s not 

a warm smile
 5 Fell off the 

wagon, say
 6 “Don’t Bring Me 

Down” grp.
 7 Fruit to bob for
 8 Plumbing, 

largely
 9 “Orinoco Flow” 

singer
10 Hi-___ image
11 Early 

toddlerhood
12 Gorgon with 

venomous locks
13 Keep bothering
19 Demanding 

immediate 
attention

21 Help-wanted 
letters

24 Calif. air hub
25 It makes bread 

rise
26 Learning by 

recitation
29 Mom’s mate
31 Shaved ice treat
33 W.W. II 

command area: 
Abbr.

34 Opposite of 
urban

36 Magnetite and 
others

37 “Totally 
awesome!”

38 Hidden exit

39 Lose forward 
traction

42 Spoil

43 Moon jumper, 
in “Hey Diddle 
Diddle”

44 Take back, as 
testimony

45 Scents
47 Smears with 

gunk
48 Purchase from 

the iTunes Store
51 Cracker

52 Nimble

53 Important blood 
line

55 Unadorned

58 ___ blind

59 W.W. II vessel

61 Sgts.’ superiors
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ACROSS

 1 Baker’s 
predecessor

 5 “The Daily 
Rundown” 
carrier

10 Steinbeck siren
14 Vindaloo 

accompaniment
15 Admission 

about a story
16 Skillful, slangily
17 Brother’s 

keeper?
20 In thing
21 In place
22 What one 

should take in: 
Abbr.

23 Engagement 
rings?

25 Muhammad, 
e.g.

27 Ready for 
another round

28 Packer in a 
bookstore

31 Young turkey
32 Strong order?

35 Compliment to 
the chef

36 Drawers hitting 
the pavement?

42 County whose 
seat is La Junta

43 Means of 
changing one’s 
mind

44 One way to 
catch the game

45 Quaint letter-
opening abbr.

47 Took the wrong 
way

48 13th Spanish 
letter

49 Ear plug?
53 Big inits. in 

power
54 Remark 

after holding 
someone up

57 War head?
58 Thrill
59 Strauss’s 

“Tausend und 
___ Nacht”

60 Backwoods 
agreement

61 Many a 
Madrileño

62 Walked all over

DOWN
 1 Where to 

observe some 
workers

 2 Napa Valley 
setting

 3 Clipboard’s 
relative

 4 One way to fly: 
Abbr.

 5 “Carota” and 
“Blue II,” for 
two

 6 Start of many 
an operation

 7 Trivial 
objections

 8 Blast from the 
passed?

 9 Software box 
item

10 Peck, e.g.: 
Abbr.

11 Den mother’s 
charge

12 Tony with an 
Emmy

13 Like many 
sonatas’ second 
movements

18 Mad person’s 
question

19 Leave to scrap, 
maybe

24 Indigent 
individuals

26 Numbered 
relations

28 “___ wind that 
bloweth …”

29 Bass parts

30 Legendary 
spring figure

33 Pier grp.

34 Bras ___ Lake 
(Canadian 
inland sea)

36 Rumor opener

37 Agenda opener

38 They’re thirsty 
much of the 
time

39 What gobs take 
in

40 The Merry Mex 
of golf

41 Feeling no pain
46 Jewel cases?
47 Bill with barbs

50 Fruit giant

51 Home of the 
daily Hamshahri

52 Raiders Hall-of-
Famer Jim

55 Coin feature

56 Unlike 38-Down
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Today’s solution will appear here tomorrow
Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.

Crop it out, or it’ll be the the �shes for ya!

t

2 9 6 8 1 7 3 4 5
1 3 7 6 5 4 9 2 8
8 4 5 2 3 9 7 1 6
6 7 9 4 8 1 5 3 2
5 2 4 7 6 3 1 8 9
3 1 8 5 9 2 6 7 4
4 5 1 3 2 6 8 9 7
7 6 3 9 4 8 2 5 1
9 8 2 1 7 5 4 6 3

9 5 4 3 2 6 1 8 7
7 2 6 1 5 8 3 4 9
3 8 1 4 7 9 5 6 2
8 9 3 5 1 4 7 2 6
6 1 2 8 3 7 9 5 4
4 7 5 9 6 2 8 3 1
2 6 8 7 9 3 4 1 5
1 3 9 6 4 5 2 7 8
5 4 7 2 8 1 6 9 3

  4  2 6 1
 2       9
   4  9 5
  3  1 4  2
 1  8  7  5
 7  9 6  8
  8 7  3
1       7
  7 2 8  6
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Harsh, vulgar and devastat-
ingly sincere, Junot Diaz’s work 
explores the complex, difficult 
lives of characters trapped in 
a rarefied space between two 
worlds. Diaz is the author of  
“Drown” (1996), “The Brief 
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao” 
(2007), and last year’s collection 
“This Is How You Lose Her.” 
The Daily Texan spoke to Diaz 
about his talk Monday evening. 

The Daily Texan: Your 
writing has a really distinc-
tive voice. How did you de-
velop that?

Junot Diaz: Part of it’s prac-
tical. You’re looking for some-
thing that feels organic, some-
thing that comes closely out of 
your own sense of the world. 
So, you know, I kind of want-
ed something a little force-
ful, a little intimate. And then 
part of it is strategic. I needed 
a voice that could cover up 
some of my high-level inter-
ests. So I’m often thinking and 
writing about things which I 
want embedded in the text but 
obscured. So it’s kind of, you 
know, this energetic, person-
able voice helps me to do that.

DT: Is there an aspect of 
your writing that you wish 
people would focus on less?

JD: Well, I think that as a 
writer, what ends up happening 
is that you’re not — well, we’re 
in a culture these days where 
people spend lots of time talk-
ing about and writing about ac-
tual writing, and they’d rather 
spend time talking about and 
writing about the writers. It’s 

not any aspect of my writing, 
I just wish that, you know, that 
folks would pay more atten-
tion to the books themselves. I 
promise you, you can go on ra-
dio, or go for an interview, and 
the conversation will almost in-
variably be about you and less 
about the book.

DT: Is there a book that 
you think every college stu-
dent should read?

JD: No, but I do think that 
every college student should 
read. I mean, I have personal 
favorites. I think every college 
student should be conversing 
with Toni Morrison’s “Be-
loved,” but, you know, there 
are more college students 
than my taste can begin to 
describe. I think the idea is 
less that every college student 
read “Beloved” and more that 
every college student should 
have a book in their own head 
that they think every college 
student should read.

DT: What can we expect 
during your visit to UT on 
Monday?

JD: God, if I could tell 
you! I mean one of the rea-
sons I do this kind of travel-
ing, beyond just the obvious 
pumping up the book, is to 
have conversations about art, 
and the role of art in society. 
I think if anything there will 
certainly be some of that.

Read full interview online.

Artist-in-residence Aly-
son Shotz’s “Invariant Inter-
val” exhibit plays on space 
in more ways than one.

The artist-in-residence 
program invites a well-estab-
lished artist to create a piece 
of art catered to the UT Vi-
sual Arts Center. Shotz, this 
year’s artist, is known for her 
minimalistic work featured in 
notable museums such as the 
Guggenheim Museum and 
the Museum of Modern Art. 

It was this minimalistic 
aesthetic that drew Jade 
Walker, gallery director of 
the center, to Shotz’s work. 

“I loved her work in the 
studio. We haven’t had any-
one who builds so minimal-
ly,” Walker said. “We wanted 
to bring in an artist who 
worked with very ephem-
eral objects and [was] mini-
mal in terms of the way the 
work looked but also mul-
tiple in the way they built. “

Shotz toured the Visual 
Arts Center to gauge the space 
and create a design suited for 
it. The result is a suspend-
ed sculpture made of glass  

beaded wires that is connected 
to create a three-dimensional 
grid-like structure. 

“This is a work commis-
sioned especially for the 
[center] and for this space,” 
exhibit curator C.C. Marsh 
said. “That means it has nev-
er been created before or in-
stalled anywhere else. So just 
hearing her thought process 
is fascinating because you 
get to see how a work of art 
is made from start to finish.“

Shotz drew inspiration 
from outer space and the 
use of items of little mass to 
fill up large spaces. 

“I was interested in exper-
imenting with expandable 
structure; also looking for 
new ways to describe space 
sculpturally,” Shotz said. 

While on campus, she 
worked with the McDonald 
Observatory to gain further 
inspiration from the sky. 

“Usually when we bring in 
an artist, they come in for a 
large period of time,” Walker 
said. “A week of her residen-
cy she spent out at the obser-
vatory working with the sci-
entist there. And so that was 
something totally different 
that we’d never done before.” 

Shotz began creating her 
piece in her Brooklyn stu-
dio. After building its basic 
design there, she shipped it 
to Austin where she and stu-
dent volunteers assembled it. 

“Students are helping to 
actually build the pieces that 
you’ll [see] in the gallery. So 
it’s hands on,” Walker said. 
“When [Shotz] first got here 
they were all on the floor 
together building and bead-
ing, and then right now they 
are actually raising this huge 
structure that she has built.” 

This student involvement 
provides an educational op-
portunity for aspiring artists 
to see and experience first-
hand the work that goes into 
creating an installation. 

“I went to visit classrooms 
early this week and intro-
duced them to [Shotz’s] body 
of work,” Marsh said. “Each 
day there have been maybe 
nine opportunities total for 

people to come in and work 
with [Shotz] on the piece, so 
it’s really volunteer basis. It’s 
a great opportunity for them 
to work with a well-known 
artist and assemble some-
thing that might be different 
than their own craft.” 

Shotz has also enjoyed 
her time working with the 
student volunteers.

“I’ve found them to be a 
highly-motivated group, very 
competent, and helpful and 
fun to be around,” Shotz said. 

“Invariant Interval” 
opens Sept. 27 and will run 
through Dec. 7. For more 
information, Shotz will give 
a talk about the exhibit on 
Sept. 23.

8 SPTS

Name: 1947/House; Width: 60p0; Depth: 2 in; Color: Black, 1947/House; Ad Number: 1947
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MUST HAVE CURRENT UT ID TO WIN
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A normal weekend at the 
Alamo Drafthouse might in-
clude a movie quote-along, 
but Fantastic Fest brought 
horror, sci-fi and fantasy 
films from all over the world 
to North Austin. The Daily 
Texan saw 17 films in total. 
Here are the films and events 
that stood out the most. 

DAY ONE
“Patrick,” which premiered 

Thursday night at Fantastic 
Fest, comes from a place of 
genuine affection. The direc-
tor, Mark Hartley, touched 
on the original “Patrick” in 
his documentary about Aus-
tralian cinema, “Not Quite 
Hollywood,” and remade the 
film for his feature debut. The 
result is a heavily atmospher-
ic thriller that drags through 
its first act before picking up 
speed as it barrels towards an 

endearingly bonkers climax.
The best film from Thurs-

day night was “Almost Hu-
man,” a gratuitously gory 
alien riff with its heart 
squarely in the 1980s. Writ-
er/director Joe Begos tells 
the story of a man abducted 
by aliens returning two years 
later to lead an invasion with 
a charming DIY style.

DAY TWO
Ti West is a master of 

methodical pacing, and his 
stories unfold at a precisely 
measured clip. “The Sacra-
ment,” his latest film, is no ex-
ception, building ominously 
before taking a horrifying 
turn, and while it’s far from 
West’s scariest film, it’s easily 
his most accomplished.

It bears to mention that 
while “The Sacrament” is 
riveting and bluntly hor-
rific, its approach to some 
familiar subject matter is in 
bad taste, trivializing some 
real and terrible events in a 
flippant manner. A moody 

score, unflinching approach 
and great performances go 
a long way toward making 
the film as gripping and en-
tertaining as it is, but its mis-
guided approach gives “The 
Sacrament” an undeniably 
ugly bent that’s hard to shake 
once the credits roll.

DAY THREE
Any time a film at Fan-

tastic Fest hails from South 
Korea, it is worth seeing. 
“Confession of Murder” is 
no exception. Blending satire 
with crime thriller, the film 
packs some impressive ac-
tion scenes on top of some 
clumsy social commentary.

The film’s action scenes 
establish Byeong-gil Jeong as 
a skilled director in his nar-
rative debut. While the film 
doesn’t perfect the balance 
between social commentary 
and white-knuckle action, it 
has a strong script, directed 
with typically dynamic South 
Korean flair. 

The Fantastic Debates 

kicked off at midnight. Film 
critics fought first with fiery 
rhetoric and then with their 
fists, squaring off on topics 
like Sylvester Stallone’s sta-
tus as the greatest action star 

to whether or not “28 Days 
Later” is a zombie film. In 
the final debate, Tim League, 
founder of the Alamo Draft-
house Cinemas, argued that 
Tae Kwon Do is the best 

fighting style against Keanu 
Reeves. While League domi-
nated the verbal debate, 
he was beaten to a pulp by 
Tiger Chen in hand-to- 
hand combat. 

CAMPUS

FILM

Q-AND-A

By Eleanor Dearman 
@ellydearman

By Dylan Davidson 
@davidson_dylan

By Alex Williams 
& Alec Wyman 

@alexwilliamsdt
@alecwyman

Space inspires artist

Photo courtesy of Nina Subin
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Junot Diaz will speak Monday at 
the Blanton Museum of Art. 

Photo courtesy of David Hill 
“Almost Human” director Joe Begos does a Q-and-A with Fantastic Fest audiences on Thursday. 

Fantastic Fest flicks include noteworthy picks

Author speaks on art, 
importance of reading

INVARIANT INTERVAL
When: Sep. 27 to Dec. 7
Where: Visual Arts Center
Cost: Free

JUNOT DIAZ
When: Sep. 23, 7 p.m.
Where: Smith Building Audito-
rium, Blantom Museum of Art

Students are helping to actually build 
the pieces that you’ll [see] in the gal-
lery. So it’s hands on.

—Jade Walker, 
gallery director, UT Visual Arts Center

Ethan Oblak / Daily Texan Staff
Theater and math senior Ben Matkin assists artist Alyson Shotz in preparation for the “Invariant Interval” installation Friday 
afternoon. Shotz’s art piece was shipped from Brooklyn to Austin, where student volunteers can work along side her.


