
With college affordability 
becoming a more pressing 
concern among state and 
higher education leaders, 
almost a third of UT under-
graduates left the 40 Acres 
with more than $24,000 in 
debt during the last four 
years, according to figures 

obtained from the Office of 
Financial Services.

While the average graduat-
ing debt has dropped for UT 
students in the last few years, 
it reached an all-time high of 
$26,108 among students who 
borrowed money for college 
in the class of 2010. The av-
erage graduating debt was 
$25,191 for the class of 2012.

A variety of funding sources, 

including the availability of 
federal and state grants and 
college-specific scholarships, 
influence students from dif-
ferent financial backgrounds 
to borrow in varying degrees.

Thomas Melecki, director 
of the Office for Financial 
Services, said the majority 
of loan dollars borrowed by 

University officials are 
still unsure of how proposed 
funding cuts to a troubled 
state agency would affect the 
$30 million to $40 million in 
cancer research grants it has 
recieved from the agency.

The Cancer Prevention 
and Research Institute of 
Texas, or CPRIT, a state 
agency formed by a consti-
tutional amendment in 2007 
for the purpose of issuing $3 
billion in bonds for cancer 
research funds, is currently 
under investigation by the 
Texas Attorney General’s of-
fice and the Travis County 
District Attorney’s office for 
how it approved and dis-
tributed grants. The Texas 
Legislative Budget Board 
recommended cutting all 
state funds to CPRIT for the 
2014-15 biennium while law-
makers sort out how CPRIT 
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SPORTS
Men’s basketball 
needs consistent play 
against Cowboys if 
they want any chance at 
winning their third  
conference game.  
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Cody Gribble leads 
Men’s Golf into third 
place after two rounds 
of Amer Ari Invitational. 
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Steven Soderbergh’s 
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only highlights of  
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film ‘Identity Thief.’  
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Today 
in history
In 1910
The Boy Scouts 
of America is 
incorporated.

Gloria Anzaldúa 
Luncheon
From noon to 2 p.m. 
QPOCA presents the 
second annual Gloria 
Anzaldúa Luncheon: 
Honoring Feminists of 
Color. Join us to welcome 
our guest of honor, Kim 
Katrin Crosby. This event 
will be held in the Student 
Activity Center ballroom. 

Population Research 
Center talk
Elizabeth Peters, director 
of the Center on Labor, 
Human Services and 
Population at the Urban 
Institute, gives a talk titled 
“Economic and Social 
Consequences of Teen 
Fatherhood.” This talk will 
be held from noon to 1 p.m. 
in the College of Liberal 
Arts Building (CLA) 1.302B. 

Tavola Italiana
The Department of French 
and Italian presents Tavola 
Italiana at the Cactus 
Cafe, a weekly meeting for 
informal conversation in 
Italian about Italian culture 
from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
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Student debt varies across colleges
By Alexa Ura

Effects of 
CPRIT cuts 
unclear for 
UT research 
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DEBT continues on page 3
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UT officials 
are consider-
ing a location 
near University 
Medical Center 
Brackenridge for 
the Dell School 
of Medicine. The 
medical school 
steering commit-
tee will continue 
to meet to make 
a more definite 
decision on the 
location.

By Joshua Fechter

FUNDS continues on page 2

Shelby Tauber | Daily Texan Staff
Blaire Luna pitched her fifth career no-hitter in Texas’ 6-0 win over Texas A&M Corpus-Christi on Thursday. She struck out 14 and 
walked two as the Longhorns won their 17th straight home opener. 

See full game coverage on page 6

Luna lights out 

UNIVERSITY

UT officials are look-
ing for possible locations 
for the new medical school 
facilities in the general 
Brackenridge area south 
of Martin Luther King  
Jr. Boulevard.

UT spokesman Robert 
Cullick said the area that 

includes Seton Healthcare 
Family’s University Medical 
Center Brackenridge is un-
der consideration because 
of the close proximity to the 
current medical center and 
the main campus.

“The University is intently 
looking at that area — look-
ing at facilities that need to 
be constructed including 
education, administration 

and research facilities.” Cul-
lick said. “They’re trying to 
decide where these things 
can go.”

Cullick said although the 
University has selected the 
prospective location, no 
decisions have been made 
for the school, which will 
be called the Dell School  

State may open fund 
to proposed university

Med school site search narrows

SEARCH continues on page 3

By Christina Ayala

Outside group to 
file state lawsuit
though UT officials 

remain unfazed 
NEWS p. 3

2011 national 
average student 

loan debt

2011 average  
UT-Austin student 

loan debt $25,744
$26,600

VIEWPOINT
The research-scandal-
plagued UT Energy 
Institute gets new  
leadership. Interim 
director Thomas Edgar 
takes our questions and 
tells us what he thinks 
about fracking. PAGE 4

Texas lawmakers heard 
testimony Thursday about 
the impact of a proposed 
consolidated UT Sys-
tem school in the Rio 
Grande Valley on a state 
fund intended for institu-
tions in the UT and Texas  
A&M systems.

Bills filed in both houses 
of the Texas Legislature 
would bring UT-Browns-
ville, UT-Pan American 
in Edinburg and the Re-
gional Academic Health 
Center in Harlingen under 
the administration of one 
institution and give that in-
stitution access to the Per-
manent University Fund. 
The fund, established by 
the Texas Constitution, al-
locates money to institu-
tions in the UT and Texas  
A&M systems.

Sarah Keyton, higher 

education team manager 
for the Legislative Bud-
get Board, told the House 
Appropriations Commit-
tee the fund will have $1.3 
billion during the 2014- 
15 biennium.

Kris Kavanaugh, higher 
education team member 
at the Legislative Budget 
Board, said there would 
be fewer funds for other 
UT System institutions if 
the Legislature approved 
the consolidation. He said 
the Legislature would not 
approve how much the  



consolidated school would 
receive from the fund.

“That would be a  
Board of Regents decision,”  
Kavanaugh said. 

Two-thirds of the Per-
manent University Fund 
is allocated to UT System 
institutions. The remain-
ing amount goes toward the 

A&M system. 
Kavanaugh said the frac-

tion of the fund allocated to 
the UT System would not 
change if UT-Brownsville 
and UT-Pan American gain 
access to the fund.

The UT System Board of 
Regents approved spend-
ing $100 million of its own 
funds over 10 years to help 
transform the Regional Aca-
demic Health Center into 
the proposed South Texas 
School of Medicine, which 
will be part of the consoli-
dated university. The System 

will also seek $10 million 
per year in state general 
revenue funds to assist the 
consolidation. Those ap-
propriations would be sepa-
rate from the Permanent  
University Fund.

UT-Brownsville and UT-
Pan American are the only 
schools in the UT System 
that are not eligible for in-
clusion in the Permanent 
University Fund.

UT System spokeswoman 
Jenny LaCoste-Caputo said 
the institutions were not pre-
viously included because they 

were not originally estab-
lished under the UT System.

“The only way the Texas 
Legislature can allow UT-
Brownsville and UT-Pan 
American to be PUF eligible 
is to create a brand new uni-
versity,” LaCoste-Caputo said.

LaCoste-Caputo said the 
Regional Academic Health 
Center in Harlingen is part 
of the UT Health Science 
Center at San Antonio, 

which means it is already 
eligible for money from the 
Permanent University Fund.

“Making the new medical 
school in South Texas part of 
the new university opens up 
many opportunities for syn-
ergies and partnerships with 
other academic departments 
and programs, much like we 
anticipate at UT-Austin with 
its new medical school,” 
LaCoste-Caputo said.
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Abstract:

How and when 

did the cosmic 

dark ages end? 

Dr. Volker Bromm will 

present the remarkable 

story of how the first stars 

and galaxies formed, 

a few hundred million 

years after the Big 

Bang. The first sources 

of light fundamentally 

transformed the early 

universe from an initially 

very simple state to 

one of ever increasing 

complexity. Until now, our 

knowledge of this period 

of cosmic dawn relies on 

large-scale supercomputer 

simulations, utilizing the 

machines at the Texas 

Advanced Computing 

Center. But over the next 

decade, a number of new-

generation observational 

facilities, such as the 

James Webb Space 

Telescope and the Giant 

Magellan Telescope, will 

test our understanding. 

With a bit of luck, we will 

finally be able to open up 

a direct window into the 

very beginning of cosmic 

star and galaxy formation.

The Speaker:

Dr. Volker 

Bromm was an 

undergraduate at 

the University of Heidelberg 

in Germany. There, he 

focused on physics and 

philosophy. He then moved 

to Yale University for his 

graduate education, where 

he earned his Ph.D. with a 

thesis on Star Formation 

in the Early Universe. This 

thesis was recognized by 

the Astronomical Society of 

the Pacific with its Trumpler 

Award as being of unusual 

importance to astronomy. 

He was a postdoctoral 

fellow at Cambridge 

University, England; at 

Harvard University; and 

an Institute Fellow at the 

Space Telesocpe Science 

Institute in Baltimore. In 

2004, Volker joined The 

University of Texas at 

Austin, where he is now an 

Associate Professor in the 

Department of Astronomy. 

His teaching has been 

recognized with numerous 

awards, most recently 

the UT System Regents 

Outstanding Teaching 

Award.
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made its decisions.
UT and CPRIT have 

different numbers for the 
amount of money the agen-
cy has allocated to the Uni-
versity in grant funds, and 
neither institution was able 
to explain the discrepancy.

Green said UT has been 
awarded $29.3 million by 
CPRIT so far, while the 
agency’s website states 
CPRIT has granted $38.4 
million to UT since 2010. 
The page lists individual 
grants awarded by CPRIT. 

CPRIT information spe-
cialist Ellen Read said finan-
cial employees at the agency 
do not know why there is a 
discrepancy, but that they 

believe the agency granted 
$37.9 million to UT-Austin, 
not $38.4 million.

Tim Green, spokesman 
for the University’s Office 
of the Vice President for 
Research, said he does not 
know what effect the po-
tential cuts would have on 
cancer research projects at  
the University.

“At this point, we aren’t 
sure what the impact of a 
cutoff of funding would be,” 
Green said.

CPRIT awarded Tanya 
Paull, molecular genetics and 
microbiology professor, two 
grants to conduct cancer-relat-
ed research in 2010 and 2011.

Paull said she does not 

know if her grants, which 
total about $1.6 million, 
would be affected be-
cause she does not know if 
CPRIT’s current situation 
will impact grants that have 
already been contracted.

She said she believes 
CPRIT can still deliver on its 
mission despite the turmoil 
surrounding the agency.

“If they can fix the over-
sight issue, there’s still a lot 
of good that the program 
can do,” Paull said.

A January report by the 
State Auditor’s office re-
vealed that three members 
of CPRIT’s executive team 
had offices located on cam-
puses of higher education 

institutions that received 
grants from the agency. The 
office also found that three 
grants, two involving the 
University of Texas MD An-
derson Cancer Center, failed 
to follow state law and the 
agency’s own procedures for 
approving grants. 

Members of the Legisla-
ture are considering reforms 
to the agency. State Sen. Jane 
Nelson, R-Flower Mound, 
and state Rep. James Kef-
fer, R-Eastland, have each 
filed legislation that would 
require CPRIT to imple-
ment certain changes to its 
practices, including pub-
lishing an annual report 
that outlines its process for 

awarding grants, the dollar 
amount of grants awarded 
that year and the recipients 
of those grants.

At a Senate Health and 
Human Services Commit-
tee meeting Tuesday, Nelson 
said she hopes to prevent 
individuals within CPRIT 
from taking “egregious lib-
erties” with policy deter-
mined by the Legislature.

“I am disappointed. I am 
angry but I am also deter-
mined to prevent the poor 
judgment of a few to de-
rail the hopes of millions 
of Texans suffering directly 
or, through a loved one, in-
directly from this disease,” 
Nelson said.

CPRIT continues from page 1

FUNDS continues from page 1
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Making the new medical 
school in South Texas part 
of the new university opens 
up many opportunities for 
synergies and partnerships ...
 — Jenny LaCoste-Caputo, UT system spokeswoman



University officials re-
main unconcerned as a 
group of Travis County 
residents gear up to bring a 
lawsuit in state court chal-
lenging the tax increase 
that will fund UT’s new  
medical school. 

Proposition 1, passed by 
55 percent of Austin voters 
in the Nov. 6, 2012 election, 
calls for a property tax in-
crease of nearly 5 cents per 
$100 of assessed property 
value. The tax increase is 
projected to bring in $35 
million annually for UT’s 
new medical school, and 
was proposed by Central 
Health, Travis County’s 
health care district. 

In October 2012, the 
Travis County Taxpayers 
Union, founded by Don 
Zimmerman, filed a lawsuit 
with two other Austin resi-
dents against Central Health 
in federal district court. Ac-
cording to the complaint, 
the lawsuit sought to in-
validate the proposition on 
the grounds that it violated 
the Voting Rights Act, be-
cause the language could 

have been confusing to mi-
nority voters. U.S. District 
Judge Lee Yeakel dismissed 
the lawsuit Jan. 31 after the 
plaintiffs filed for dismissal 
in order to bring the suit to 
state court.

President William Pow-
ers Jr. said UT is continu-
ing with its current plans to 
build the school regardless 
of the upcoming suit.

“The University of Texas 
at Austin is actively working 
to establish a medical school 
— finding the right people, 
supporting the right deci-
sions and building the right 
facilities,” Powers said. “A 
federal judge has dismissed 
the lawsuit challenging the 
November election. We will 
continue to respect this and 
all future judicial rulings as 
we move ahead.”

Zimmerman said lan-
guage regarding the propo-
sition on the November 
ballot too heavily advocated 
the positive outcomes of the  
tax increase.

“It’s such a dishonest 
thing to indulge in a ballot 
that nobody could possibly 
disagree with,” Zimmerman 
said. “They didn’t tell you 
the opposition — there are a 

lot of risks to corruption in 
the medical system.”

Stephen Casey, attorney 
for plaintiffs Don Zimmer-
man and the Travis County 
Taxpayers Union, said they 
filed to dismiss their own suit 
in federal district court in or-
der to refile in state court.

“We are prepping a suit 
for state court,” Casey said. 
“We filed a plaintiff motion 
to dismiss — it was not any 
decision by the court to dis-
miss the case, and so step-
ping forward from that we 
think it will be more appro-
priate to file in state court.”

Casey said the plaintiffs 
will no longer be suing un-
der the Voting Rights Act, 
and instead plan to argue 
that Central Health violated 
the Texas statute regarding 
election protocol and ballot 
language for propositions.

“Organizations and com-
munities are allowed to cre-
ate a health care district but 
it’s limited in scope,” Casey 
said. “You’re not allowed to 
cheerlead or advocate for a 
proposition [in the ballot 
language]. We think that 
they did not follow the law. 
If they did follow the law 
and it went through, then 

we wouldn’t have a case, but 
they didn’t.”

Central Health’s attorney 
Jim Cousar said the claims 
made by the Taxpayers 
Union are invalid and are 
actually wasting taxpayer 
dollars by taking Central 
Health to court.

“We were pleased to 
see the lawsuit dismissed,” 
Cousar said. “I don’t know 
what’s going to happen next. 
Anyone with $160 can file 
a lawsuit in state court and 
say anything they want to. 
There’s no valid claim they 
can bring anything.”

UT students are from fed-
eral loan programs that offer 
a variety of options to repay, 
defer or have a loan forgiven.

Last year, funding for federal 
direct subsidized and unsubsi-
dized loans totaled $112.2 mil-
lion for UT students.

“Don’t get me wrong, I’m 
a firm believer that students 
should borrow as little as pos-
sible,” Melecki said. “But I also 
believe they should not be 
afraid of borrowing what they 
need to get their degrees be-
cause, as the federal Bureau of 
Labor Statistics data show, the 
more education they have the 
more likely they are to earn 
more and the less likely they 
are to be unemployed.”

Students should think of 
taking out debt as if they 
were investing in themselves 
despite the negativity that 
surrounds student debt, Me-
lecki said.

“I used to work in the loan 
business, and I will say the 
student body here is a good in-
vestment,” Melecki said. “But 
like any investment, you want 
to pay as little as possible.”

In most cases, the average 
debt borrowed by students 
is less for students from col-
leges who come from house-
holds with a high average 
household income, but col-
leges with students who on 
average come from lower-
income households bor-
rowed less than those with 
students from households 
with incomes that fall in the 
middle of the spectrum for 
May 2012 graduates.

For example, McCombs 
graduates came from families 
that had an average house-
hold income of $82,432 
while social work graduates 
came from families with an 
average household income  
of $48,937.

Only 19 percent of 2012 
McCombs graduates took 
out debt — the smallest per-
centage of borrowers among 
graduates from all colleges 
— while 40 percent of 2012 
social work graduates bor-
rowed. At the same time, Mc-
Combs graduates came from 
families with the highest 
average income household 
among other colleges and 
social work graduates came 
from families with the lowest 
average household income.

The number of social 
work students borrowing 
has increased steadily over 
the last four years with bor-
rowers making up an aver-
age of 32 percent of every 
graduating class.

Social work senior Gwen-
dolyn Cubit said she trans-
ferred to UT from Austin 
Community College in 2011 
and has accrued more than 
$15,000 debt in less than two 
years while receiving $5,000 
in scholarship funding every 

semester and even paying 
off some loans while still in 
school.

“I didn’t imagine taking 
out so much in loans when 
I started my undergrad, but 
I came from ACC where 
tuition may cost $800 a se-
mester to UT where tuition 
is almost $5,000 a semester,” 
Cubit said.

Cubit said she is still wor-
ried about finding a decent 
job and paying back her 
loans despite obtaining a de-
gree from UT.

“Attending and graduating 
from UT is viewed as pres-
tigious so I do believe my 
degree was worth the debt, 
but then you leave with mas-
sive debt and can’t find a job 
in your profession,” she said. 
“Then you question if it was 
worth it. I think right now I 
do, but call me in a year and 
I’ll tell you then.”

The percentage of gradu-
ates who borrowed increased 
during the last four years 
for five colleges, including 
the School of Architecture 
and the School of Social 
Work while the percentage 
of graduates who borrowed 
decreased for six colleges, in-
cluding the College of Liber-
al Arts, the McCombs School 
of Business and the College 
of Communication.

Another reason average 
debt varies across colleges 
may be the variation among 
college-specific scholarship 
programs that help students 
avoid debt. 

Last year, the College of 
Liberal Arts — the larg-
est college on campus with 
almost 8,000 students — 
awarded $628,910 in schol-
arships. Meanwhile, the Mc-
Combs School of Business, 
with less than half of the pop-
ulation of liberal arts, award-
ed $1.1 million. Both totals 
do not include individual  
departmental scholarships.

The Jackson School of 
Geosciences graduating 
classes have the smallest per-
centage of borrowers with 
an average of 16 percent of 
borrowers over the last four 
years. Geosciences incentiv-
izes its students to progress 
faster through its degree plan 
by automatically awarding 
merit-based scholarships 
that increase every year to 
students with qualifying 
grade point averages.

For example, a freshman 
with a 3.0 GPA receives $750 
a semester while a fresh-
man with a 4.0 GPA receives 
$3,000. A senior with a a 3.0 
GPA receives $900 a semes-
ter while a senior with a 4.0 
GPA receives $3,450.

Diana Orozco-Lapray, a 
doctoral student in the Hu-
man Development and Fam-
ily Sciences Department, 
said she graduated from the 

College of Natural Sciences 
last year with almost $60,000 
in student loans after five 
years as an undergraduate.

Orozco-Lapray said the 
debt she incurred was a good 
investment and is now pur-
suing her graduate degree at 
UT because of the funding 
offered by her department.

“I wouldn’t have forgone 
going to college just because 
of the loans,” Orozco-Lapray 
said. “Now that I don’t have to 
pay for graduate school, I feel a 
lot better though. The depart-
ment funding I get now covers 
all my tuition expenses.”

Some students receive ad-
ditional funding through 
scholarships that are not 
donated to a specific de-
partment and are awarded 
through the Office of Fi-
nancial Services or through 
Texas Exes, the UT alumni 
organization, which gives 
out close to $1.9 million in 
scholarships annually. This 
year, the Texas Exes awarded 
676 scholarships to students 
across the University.

Aside from college-specif-
ic scholarships, the Office of 
Financial Services includes 
loans as part of a student’s 
financial aid package when 
grants do not cover all of a 
student’s expenses. 

The Pell Grant is the Uni-
versity’s largest source of 
student grants. Last year, the 
University distributed $149.6 
million in Pell Grants to 
11,569 students.

TEXAS Grants, which pro-
vide half of the funding Pell 
Grants provide to students, 
were cut by 10 percent in the 
last legislative session and 
could face further reductions 
during the current legislative 
session. The Texas Higher Ed-
ucation Coordinating Board, 
which oversees financial aid 
programs for public institu-
tions of higher education, 
recommended lowering the 
average amount students re-
ceive from $5,000 to $3,000.

Coordinating board spokes-
man Dominic Chavez said the 
board does not intend to make 
students take out more debt 
and hopes to avoid imple-
menting its recommendation 
by pushing for more state 
funding for the program. 

UT is making its own ef-

forts to incentivize graduating 
within four years by piloting 
several financial aid pro-
grams that intend to lower 
student debt as part of an ini-
tiative to increase four-year 
graduation rates to 70 per-
cent by 2016.

Earlier this week, the Uni-
versity announced four new 
financial aid programs that 
will target students who are 
less likely to graduate on time 
by tying funding to timely 
degree completion. Funding 
for the programs totals $5 
million and will be awarded 
to students starting next fall.

The Office of Financial Ser-
vices will also implement a pilot 
program next year that will offer 
loan forgiveness for 200 incom-
ing freshmen that have been 
awarded federal unsubsidized 
loans. The program will offer  

students up to $2,000 in loan 
forgiveness if they meet course 
credit requirements that will 
put them on track to graduate 
in four years.

Chavez said he applauds 
the University’s early efforts 
to balance reducing debt and 
increasing graduation rates. 
He said student debt plays 
into a larger policy discus-
sion to fundamentally bend 
the cost curve at the state and 

national level.
“We do recognize that we 

cannot continue to sustain 
this type of growth in tuition 
and fees without appropriate 
funding,” Chavez said. “We 
need to find a balance be-
tween sufficient investments 
from the state and student 
responsibility to graduate in 
a faster and more efficient 
manner. This is a shared re-
sponsibility model.”
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of Medicine.
“Something might go here 

and some years down the 
path another building could 
be built. It all will be part of 
the master plan that is being 
developed,” Cullick said.

Cullick said the master 
plan for the design and con-
struction has not been fully 
developed by the University.

The UT System Board of 
Regents approved the medi-
cal school in May 2012. In 
November, Travis County 
voters approved a tax increase 
to help fund the school.

The school was named in 
honor of the Michael and Su-
san Dell Foundation follow-
ing a $50 million donation 
announced Jan. 30.

Lisa Meyer, administra-
tive associate to Robert 
Messing, the medical school 
steering committee chair-
man and recently hired 
vice provost for biomedi-
cal sciences, said although 
the location has not been 
specifically determined, 
the steering committee will 
meet several times in the 
coming week to make a 
more definite decision.

Cullick said the medical 
school and teaching hos-
pital will work closely with 
Seton Healthcare Family, 
which is committing $250 

million dollars to replace 
the University Medical Cen-
ter Brackenridge, to have 
an equally up-to-date facil-
ity. UT’s medical school and 
teaching hospital will be 
funded by the UT System, 
although there is not yet an 
estimated cost.

“They will add more resi-
dency slots to provide more 
opportunities for students 
in the area to continue their 
education here,” Cullick said. 
“They currently have 200 
students in residency and 
they would open it up a little 
more, and hopefully let in 
more UT students.”

Rosie Mendoza, chair-
woman of the Central Health 
Board of Managers, said UT, 
Seton and Central Health are 
working to find an agreeable 
location through a memo-
randum of understand-
ing between the entities. 
The Central Health board 
will meet with UT officials 
when the master plan has  
been developed.

“Our executive staff at 
Central Health has met 
with UT for the initial plan-
ning,” Mendoza said. “I think 
what they’re hoping for is to 
build a huge medical school 
campus, in one whole area. 
The specifics we do not  
know yet.”

awarding grants, the dollar 
amount of grants awarded 
that year and the recipients 
of those grants.

At a Senate Health and 
Human Services Commit-
tee meeting Tuesday, Nelson 
said she hopes to prevent 
individuals within CPRIT 
from taking “egregious lib-
erties” with policy deter-
mined by the Legislature.

“I am disappointed. I am 
angry but I am also deter-
mined to prevent the poor 
judgment of a few to de-
rail the hopes of millions 
of Texans suffering directly 
or, through a loved one, in-
directly from this disease,” 
Nelson said.

SUBSIDIZED LOANS
(3.4 percent interest)

$242.15 monthly payment

UNSUBSIDIZED LOANS
(6.8 percent interest)

$238.14 monthly payment

0 2 5 10

$24,604 $26,139 $28,875 $29,058

$24,604 $27,716 $31,356 $33,977

YEARS

final payments how interest rates affect the cost of a loan
The average amount borrowed for all borrowers for the last four years is $24,604. We looked at how this amount would 
grow under the Standard Repayment Plan over the course of 10 years.
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SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
40% of graduates borrowed

Average household income $49,937.83

MCCOMBS 
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
19% of graduates borrowed
Average household income 

$82,432.05

A LOOK AT HOUSEHOLD INCOME AND BORROWING RATES BY COLLEGE
In 2012, graduating classes with students in colleges with lower average 
household incomes borrowed at a greater rate than students in colleges with 
higher average household incomes.

methodology
All data concerning university students’ bor-
rowing and average household incomes was 
provided by the Office of Financial Services. 

National debt information was provided by the 
Institute for College Access and Success.
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Med school plans progress despite suit
UNIVERSITY

  — Jim Cousar,  
Central Health attorney

Anyone with $160 
can file a lawsuit in 
state court and say 
anything they want 
to. There’s no valid 

claim they can  
bring anything.
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GALLERY

No easy, short answers to 
death penalty questions

LEGALESE | Opinions expressed in The Daily Texan 
are those of the editor, the Editorial Board or the 
writer of the article or cartoonist. They are not nec-
essarily those of the UT administration, the Board of 
Regents or the Texas Student Media Board of  
Operating Trustees.

SUBMIT A FIRING LINE | E-mail your Firing 
Lines to firingline@dailytexanonline.com.
Letters should be more than 100 and fewer than 
300 words. The Texan reserves the right to edit all 
submissions for brevity, clarity and liability. The 
Texan does not run all submissions.

RECYCLE | Please recycle this copy of The 
Daily Texan. Place the paper in one of the 
recycling bins on campus or back in the 
burnt-orange newsstand where you found it.

EDITORIAL TWITTER | Follow The Daily 
Texan Editorial Board on Twitter (@DTedito-
rial) and receive updates on our  
latest editorials and columns.

We Asked: 
Un-gag powers?

THE QUESTION: HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE UT SYSTEM REGENTS’  
PUTTING WHAT THE AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN CALLED A “GAG  

ORDER” ON PRESIDENT POWERS, WHICH PROHIBITS HIM FROM  
DISCUSSING INAPPROPRIATE EMPLOYEE-STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS?

Kandy Mercado
Neurobiology sophomore from Dallas

Well, I don’t know what their purpose is. I assume 
it’s to try to not make a big deal out of it, but I feel that 
when people are not allowed to speak about some-
thing, it makes people question things more. Instead 
of making it a concrete thing, “This is what’s happen-
ing” or “This is why it’s happening,” people are just 
sort of trying to come up with ideas on their own. 

It’s probably just going to make it a bigger deal, 
more of a controversy. If that’s what they’re trying to 
avoid, I feel like the way that they’re doing it is going 
to backfire on them.

Kelsey Coto
Public health and biology senior from Austin

I don’t know a whole lot about it, but it kind of 
seems like the Board of Regents is in charge of long-
term, broad goals for the University. And maintain-
ing a clear image for the University could be in the 
best interest of UT, so it makes sense that they would 
want to not talk about it, not make any public state-
ments until the trials are done, or whatever. You 
know, when everything is more clear.

 I think the word “gag order” makes it sound more 
extreme than it is, but I think it’s maybe in their ju-
risdiction to do that.

Ebenezer Rosiji
Biology sophomore from Arlington

Well, it’s a political move, first of all, They don’t 
want him to talk because that could raise more prob-
lems, but it should still be brought up. Depending 
on who it is, it’s going to come to light sooner or lat-
er so, I mean, it is a problem and it needs to be tak-
en care of, because you can’t have similar situations 
go unnoticed but then have other situations be pun-
ished for it. So, either way, it’s going to come up, and 
it’s going to be big.

Randy Rountree
Biology junior from San Angelo

They don’t have to silence all of it. They should 
leave out the policies that are definitely not going to 
change. Only the parts of the regulations that are go-
ing to change, or that could possibly change, should 
not be allowed to be talked about, because it could 
give people misinformation.

Kimberly McCarthy, the first woman scheduled to be executed 
in the United States since 2010, won a reprieve when a state dis-
trict court halted a lethal injection on Jan. 29, only hours before 
it was scheduled to take place in Huntsville. Some 13 years ago, a 
Dallas jury convicted McCarthy of killing an elderly neighbor. The 
defense lawyer who won her reprieve was Maurie Levin, a UT law 
professor. Before the state district court, Levin successfully argued 
that McCarthy needed time to pursue an appeal based on con-
cerns that the selection of her predominately white jury members 
hinged on their race.  

After prevailing for her client, Levin answered our questions 
about Texas’ record on the death penalty, race and reforms related 
to both, as well as why she decided to attend law school.
 
Daily Texan: What changes have been made to jury selection 
since your client was convicted in 1998?

Maurie Levin: There have not, to my knowledge, been sig-
nificant changes since 1998. There have been barely [any no-
table] decisions in court, including in the United States Su-
preme Court, that recognize problems with race discrimina-
tion in jury selection.
DT: Does racial bias still exist on Texas juries? Where  
and why?

ML: That is a very big question that is hard to answer in less 
than a couple of days, perhaps. But do I believe race bias still 
exists in the selection of juries in capital cases? Yes, I do. I think 
that in Dallas County in particular, there’s a well-fastened his-
tory of discrimination in the selection of juries to the exclusion 
of African-Americans that created a culture of discriminatory 
practices that do and don’t continue today.
DT: What examples do you turn to in order to understand 
whether change could happen?

ML: I’m not trying to change a culture, I’m trying to bring to 
the court’s attention this issue of Kimberley McCarthy’s case. 
So if I don’t know, do I think that culture needs to be changed? 
Yes. I think that exposing instances of bias and discrimination 
in jury selection that continues to this day is perhaps one im-
portant step to making that happen.
DT: Will there ever be a time when they are gone?

ML: Well, that’s like asking if I think we’ll ever live in a cul-
ture that does not have racism in it. I hope so. I think that there 
are systemic issues that facilitate or make it easier for individu-
al human error or human bias to play a role.
DT: How should prosecutors, defense lawyers and state law-
makers go about eradicating long-standing cultures of race 
-biased jury selection?

ML: I think prosecutors need to not strike people on the ba-
sis of their race, and the best lawyers need to be on the look-
out and vigilant. And I think the courts need to recognize and 
not tolerate instances where it does happen and it is brought to 
their attention.
DT: Do you believe public support for the death penalty will 
wane in Texas?

ML: Will it? I think that nationally there is increasing recog-
nition of the fallibility of the system, there are increasing num-
bers of people who have been exonerated, which forces [one] 
to recognize that there are people who have been wrongly con-
victed, and that is a trend even in Texas. And some say it is re-
flected in the decreasing number of death sentences that are 
handed down by Texas juries — that people are less willing to 
convict and sentence someone to death — when we have all 
become so familiar with how easily we get it wrong. So I think 
Texas, while not perhaps on par with some parts of the rest of 
the country, has already started to recognize some problems 
[with the death penalty].
DT: Why are Texas juries so prone to sentencing peo-
ple to death?

ML: I am frequently asked that question, and I think it is a 
really difficult one to answer. I think there is a convergence of 
factors that has lead Texas to lead the pack for death sentences 
and executions. I don’t think there’s an easy or short answer.
DT: How have UT law school students’ attitudes about the 
death penalty changed during your time at UT Law? 

ML: I don’t know if I’ve seen an enormous shift in the atti-
tudes of students. I co-teach the capital punishment clinic, and 
they come into the clinic wanting to learn about how the death 
penalty is administered and wanting to learn about lawyering, 
and I think that has remained at a constant.
DT: Why did you become a lawyer and would you advise 
students to go to law school?

ML: I became a lawyer because I wanted to have the pow-
er to effect change. I still believe being a lawyer is a good way 
to do that. I personally did not go to law school for financial 
compensation, and I would never suggest to anyone that they 
do that.

INTERVIEW

VIEWPOINT

Pushing reset at the Energy Institute
On Tuesday, UT announced that Thomas Edgar, a chemi-

cal engineering professor, will be promoted to interim direc-
tor of the research-scandal-plauged UT Energy Institute. We 
hope Edgar will bring fresh air and cultural change to the In-
stitute, which last year presented and published a study rid-
den with grammar and citation errors that concluded that 
hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) does not directly cause 
groundwater contamination. In July, the Public Accountabil-
ity Initiative (PAI), a Buffalo-based nonprofit, reported that 
the Plains and Exploration Company (PXP), which extracts 
natural gas from Texas shale using fracking, had paid one of 
the study’s authors, Charles “Chip” Groat,  former UT geol-
ogy professor, the author of the study in question, $413,900 
to serve on its board, more than twice his professor’s sala-
ry. “It doesn’t appear it was even edited,” the PAI report said 
about Groat’s study. After a University-appointed task force 
reviewed the study and the possible conflicts of interests its 
publication and PXP’s payments to the professor created, 
Groat retired and Ray Orbach, then director of the Ener-
gy Institute resigned. Temporarily replacing Orbach, Edgar 

wants to move on, but the damage inflicted as a result of the 
flawed study, its author’s conflicts of interest, particularly giv-
en the funding the University receives from the oil and gas 
industry, scarred UT’s reputation.

“We had a case of [a] report [that] did not get finished of-
ficially before the presentation deadline to be adequately re-
viewed,” Edgar said in an interview with the Texan recent-
ly, “So that was one of the problems [with] the nature of the 
report from a purely technical standpoint … [but that] has 
nothing to do with the conflict of interest situation with Dr. 
Groat.”

Edgar has several clear goals that he believes will raise the 
Institute’s profile favorably. He intends to make the pre-pub-
lication review processes more rigorous “so that something 
that goes out the door isn’t going to be subjected to criticism 
later because we didn’t do our due diligence … I personally 
will be reviewing anything that goes out the door as well.”

Edgar also wants to make the Institute’s idea-generating 
mechanism more far-reaching by soliciting faculty from out-
side the Institute’s walls, citing the “science, engineering, law 

and business schools” as resources for future study ideas.
What does Edgar think about fracking? Do we know 

enough to drill with the new technology at the feverish rate at 
which companies are doing so, specifically in South Texas?

He avoids taking sides: “I believe fracking can be done in 
a responsible way, as long as people behave responsibly and 
do the right thing… I personally think that we need to be 
open about this, we need to let people know what’s going on, 
we also need to know, is there any impact of doing this? It’s a 
matter of public record to divulge this, we can’t just say, ‘No, 
it’s proprietary,’” he says about recent efforts to force frack-
ing companies to divulge the list of chemicals they use. Have 
the staff and faculty at the Institute resisted Edgar’s effort to 
change its culture?

“The people who were considered to be the cause of the 
problems are not here anymore,” he said. “I’m looking at re-
structuring what we do here, we’re going to have a lot more 
people involved focusing on what we are trying to accom-
plish rather than what has happened in the past, and that 
hopefully is going to recharge what we’re doing.”



 A philosophy and classics 
professor drew connections 
between Ancient Greek 
myths and some common 
dilemmas of modern life 
during a lecture Thursday.

In the presentation, Paul 
Woodruff examined two 
Greek myths and their rele-
vance to issues of fairness and 
leadership in modern times.

“Through myth we are able 
to explore and reflect on our 
lives and the human sphere 
in ways that I think we would 
miss if we had to do it with-
out myth,” Woodruff said.

One of the stories Wood-
ruff told was the Greek 
myth of Ajax, a great hero 
of the Trojan War, who was 
compared to Odysseus, a 
cunning and great com-
municator. Despite his he-
roic actions, Ajax was over-
looked and Odysseus was 
highly favored by all for his 
communication skills.

“These enormous figures 
from myth are very easy for 
us to connect to because so 
many of us find ourselves 
in positions like that, being  

taken for granted or getting 
rewards that other people who 
are working very hard are not 
getting,” Woodruff said.

The lecture provided in-
sight to students who at-
tended by incorporating 
subjects that are generally 
only taught in the Classics 
and English departments. 
Public relations junior Cara 
Greenstein said she felt 
lucky to have the opportu-
nity to attend the lecture and 
hear about topics outside of 
the “media-filled” world.

“I enjoyed Professor 
Woodruff ’s ability to resur-
face the value of storytelling, 
a topic that seems almost 
done in our age of new me-
dia and communication,” 
Greenstein said. “His stories 
and personal insights were 
very captivating to our stu-
dent and faculty audience.”

The lecture was titled, “Myth 
as Mirror: The Abiding Power 
of Ancient Tales,” and was 
sponsored by Senior Fellows, 
an honors program of the Col-
lege of Communication. 

Senior Fellows program 
director Dave Junker said 
he wants to increase the 
program’s boundaries by  

continuing to bring in people 
from outside of the college to 
speak to students and help 
them better understand their 
own methods of inquiry.

“Sometimes we forget 
how relevant what they’re 
talking about over in the 
English department or in 
the classics department is to 
what we’re studying in com-
munication,” Junker said. 
“So I think it’s a wonderful 
experience for our students 
to be able to see connections 
and we create that opportu-
nity in Senior Fellows.” 

WASHINGTON — CIA 
Director-designate John 
Brennan strongly defended 
anti-terror attacks by un-
manned drones Thursday 
under close questioning at a 
protest-disrupted confirma-
tion hearing. On a second 
controversial topic, he said 
that after reading a classi-
fied intelligence report on 
harsh interrogation tech-
niques, he does not know if 
waterboarding has yielded  
useful information.

Despite what he called a 
public misimpression, Bren-
nan told the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee that drone 
strikes are used only against 
targets planning to carry out 
attacks against the United 
States, never as retribution 
for an earlier one. “Nothing 
could be further from the 
truth,” he declared.

Referring to one Ameri-
can citizen killed by a drone 
in Yemen in 2011, he said 
the man, Anwar al-Awlaki, 
had ties to at least three at-
tacks planned or carried out 
on U.S. soil. They included 
the Fort Hood, Texas, shoot-
ing that claimed 13 lives 
in 2009, a failed attempt to 
down a Detroit-bound air-
liner the same year and a 
thwarted plot to bomb cargo 
planes in 2010.

“He was intimately in-
volved in activities to kill 
innocent men, women 
and children, mostly  

Americans,” Brennan said.
In a sign that the hearing 

had focused intense scru-
tiny on the drone program, 
Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee Chairman Dianne 
Feinstein, D-Calif., told re-
porters after the hearing that 
she thinks it may be time to 
lift the secrecy off the pro-
gram so that U.S. officials 
can acknowledge the strikes 
and correct what she said 
were exaggerated reports of  
civilian casualties.

Feinstein said she and a 
number of other senators 
are considering writing leg-
islation to set up a special 
court system to regulate 
drone strikes, similar to the 
one that signs off on govern-
ment surveillance in espio-
nage and terror cases.

Speaking with uncharac-
teristic openness about the 
classified program, Feinstein 
said the CIA had allowed 
her staff to make more 
than 30 visits to the CIA’s 
Langley, Va., headquarters 
to monitor strikes, but that 
the transparency needed to  
be widened.

“I think the process set up 
internally is a solid process,” 
Feinstein said, but added: “I 
think there’s an absence of 
knowing exactly who is re-
sponsible for what decision. 
So I think we need to look at 
this whole process and fig-
ure a way to make it trans-
parent and identifiable.”

In a long afternoon in the 
witness chair, Brennan de-
clined to say if he believes 
waterboarding amounts to 

torture, but he said firmly 
it is “something that is rep-
rehensible and should never 
be done again.”

Brennan, 57, and Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s top 
anti-terrorism aide, won 
praise from several mem-
bers of the committee as the 
day’s proceedings drew to a 
close, a clear indication that 
barring an unexpected de-
velopment, his confirmation 
as the nation’s next head of 
the CIA is on track.

“I think you’re the guy for 
the job, and the only guy for 
the job,” said Sen. Jay Rock-
efeller, D-W.Va.

The panel will meet in 
closed session next week to 
permit discussion of classi-
fied material.

Brennan bristled once 
during the day, when Sen. 
James Risch, R-Idaho, ac-
cused him of having leaked 
classified information in a 
telephone call with former 
government officials who 
were preparing to make tele-
vision appearances.

“I disagree with that ve-
hemently,” the nominee  
shot back.

Brennan made repeated 
general pledges to increase 
the flow of information to 
members of the Senate pan-
el, but he was less specific 
when it came to individual 
cases. Asked at one point 
whether he would provide 
a list of countries where the 
CIA has used lethal author-
ity, he replied, “It would be 
my intention to do every-
thing possible” to comply.
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Amy Zhang | Daily Texan Staff
Philosophy and classics professor Paul Woodruff speaks to a group of communication students 
about ancient tales Thursday morning. 

By Tatiana Marceleno

Chemical engineering 
professor Thomas Edgar will 
serve as interim director of 
the Energy Institute at UT. 
Edgar will replace former 
Energy Institute director 
Ray Orbach, who resigned 
after controversy surround-
ing conflicts of interest in a 
publication by the institute 
on hydraulic fracturing,  
or fracking. 

“It was a selection by the 
provost with input from 
various parties on campus 
in that decision,” Energy 
Institute spokesman Gary  
Rasp said. 

Edgar began in his new 
role Jan. 15 and will serve 
in the interim position for 
one year while overseeing 
the development of sus-
tainable energy plans by  
the institute. 

The Energy Institute at 
UT is a research group that 
seeks to provide sustainable 
solutions to energy issues. 
The institute is responsible 
for promoting UT and its 
faculty as leaders in energy 
research and for helping cre-
ate new energy policy. 

“We’re really trying to 
start with a clean sheet of 
paper here,” Edgar said. 

Orbach resigned as head 
of the institute, but not 
from his faculty position, 
last December in the wake 
of a controversial report 
the institute released on 
fracking. After a watch-
dog group found that the 
study’s lead author had  

undisclosed ties to an oil 
and gas company, an inde-
pendent review of the study 
also found problems with its 
construction and findings, 
which downplayed the en-
vironmental impact of the 
drilling technique. Frack-
ing uses sand, water and 
chemicals to break through 
rock and release natural 
gas, but also has been ac-
cused of contaminating and 
depleting water reserves. 
The lead author retired af-
ter the study was released  
and scrutinized. 

Edgar said he envisions 
both challenges and oppor-
tunities with his new posi-
tion as interim director of 
the institute. 

“One of our challenges is 
to promote what the faculty 
are doing in terms of the re-
search,” he said. “Making the 
average student more famil-
iar with energy issues and 
policy issues is something 
we should be doing.”

Edgar also said coopera-
tion among members of dif-
ferent academic fields, a pro-
cess he refers to as integration 
function, is important for the 
purposes of research. 

“The way of the future and 
the way now is to do things 
on an interdisciplinary ba-
sis,” he said. “No one disci-
pline has all the answers.” 

Edgar joined the Uni-
versity faculty in 1971. 
Since then he has held 
numerous offices in the 
Cockrell School of Engi-
neering, including that of 
professor, department chair 
of chemical engineering 

and associate dean of engi-
neering. He has published 
hundreds of articles and 
co-written three textbooks 
on optimizing coal and  
chemical processing. 

In addition to his new 
interim duties, Edgar will 
continue to teach a chemi-
cal engineering course for 
the spring semester. Chemi-
cal engineering senior Julie 
Fogarty is a student in Ed-
gar’s process control class. 

“Dr. Edgar is one of the 
most well prepared profes-
sors I have had at UT — he 
is clearly very familiar and 
invested in the material,” she 
said. “Dr. Edgar uses process 
control to tie in all of the 
material we’ve learned over 
the past four years and re-
lates it to industry.”

While Edgar said he seeks 
to promote key issues in en-
ergy as interim director, he 
continues to educate and pre-
pare students for the world of 
chemical engineering.  

“We would like to see 
more students in all fields 
become aware of what the 
Energy Institute is doing,” 
Edgar said.

By Mark Carrion

Thomas Edgar  
Interim director, Energy Institute

Provost hires Energy Institute director
UNIVERSITY

Lecture connects myths, present 

Scott Applewhite | Associated Press
CIA Director nominee John Brennan testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington on Thursday, during 
his confirmation hearing before the Senate Intelligence Committee.

Brennan defends unmanned drone strikes
By Kimberly Dozier

Associated Press

  — Paul Woodruff,  Philosophy 
and classics professor

Through myth we 
are able to explore 
and reflect on our 

lives and the human 
sphere in ways that I 
think we would miss 

if we had to do it 
without myth. 



Senior Cody Gribble 
ended the second round of 
the Amer Ari Invitational 
with a share of the indi-
vidual lead Thursday with 
a 7-under 137 through 
two rounds. As a team, 
the Longhorns stayed in 
third, ending the day at a  
12-under 562.

Gribble’s day got off to a 
rough start with bogeys on 
his second and sixth holes. 
Despite missing out on the 
outright lead, he recorded 
a team-high six birdies in 
the round.

Freshman Brandon Stone, 
who began the day tied with 
Gribble in 10th, recorded his 
second eagle in as many days 
on his 11th hole, but two bo-
geys kept him from the lead. 
Stone is currently in third 
with a 6-under 138 through 
two rounds.

Junior Julio Vegas, who 
is competing as an indi-
vidual in the tournament, 
moved up to a tie for ninth 
with a 5-under 67.

Texas collectively shot a 
5-under in the second round 
and trails Washington, who 

shot a 13-under. The Hus-
kies are shooting a 21-under 
555 in the tournament.

The Longhorns will tee 
off the final round at 11:30 
a.m. Friday. 

Three weeks ago, after 
Texas’ 64-59 loss to Kansas, 
Sheldon McClellan admit-
ted to thinking about some 
big leads that the Longhorns 
(10-12, 2-7) had blown ear-
lier in the season. 

“I’m glad you told me that,” 
head coach Rick Barnes said. 

McClellan, who came 
into this season as the team’s 

go-to offensive weapon, has 
been in and out of Barnes’ 
doghouse all season long. 
The sophomore guard is the 
team’s leading scorer, aver-
aging 14.8 points per game. 
But he’s shot just 34.2 per-
cent in his last four games. 

“When he’s dialed in, there’s 
no doubt he’s a guy that can go 
get points in a lot of different 
ways,” Barnes said. “He’s got 
great touch around the bas-
ket. He’s shown the floaters. 

He can obviously knock down 
shots. It’s when he’s not work-
ing as hard as he has to work 

With right fielder Jamise 
Jackson up to bat at the top of 
the seventh, Texas A&M-Cor-
pus Christi hoped to redeem 
itself. Three balls, two strikes, 
two outs — all Jackson wanted 
to do was get on base and help 
her team curb a six-run deficit.

Texas pitcher Blaire Luna 
had other ideas, instead earn-
ing her 14th strikeout of the 
game to clinch a 6-0 season-
opening win for No. 7 Texas. 
The no-hitter marked Luna’s 
first since March 17, 2011, and 
her two walks were all that 
kept her from a perfect game.

“I really tried to stay pitch-
to-pitch and not get consumed 
with the number of strike-
outs,” Luna said. “Knowing I 
had a no-hitter going, I tried 
to zero in. My confidence is a 
lot better this year.”

Junior second baseman 
Karina Scott opened the stout 
offensive effort in the first 
inning with a two-out, two-
strike RBI single to right field. 
The hit allowed junior Brejae 
Washington to score from 
second base after stealing it 
beforehand. The solid start 
ushered in a strong second 
inning as Luna quickly struck 
out three consecutive batters.

Third baseman Taylor 
Hoagland stepped up to 
the plate after two outs, two 
walks and a failure to convert 
left Mandy Ogle and Gabby 
Smith on base before her. 
Hoagland preceded to crush 
the ball out of the diamond 
for a three-run homer.

“I learned to treat every ball 

like my last, because in retro-
spect, it is,” Hoagland said of 
her performance. “All week 
it was hard to focus because I 
was so excited for tonight, and 
to come out here and show out 
like we did was awesome.”

Hoagland was walked in all 
of her remaining at-bats, as 
the Islanders no longer looked 
to pitch her the ball. Hoagland 
wasn’t fazed. She stole two 
bases, as did Washington, who 
brought her school record ca-
reer total to 67. Hoagland stole 

her 59th and 60th bases, good 
for the fourth-most steals in 
school history.

“I’m just going to steal sec-
ond and either way, I’ll help 
my team get into our posi-
tion,” she said.

Capping off the offensive 
excitement, freshman Erin 
Shireman drove in Lindsey 
Stephens on a home run to 
the camera stand in her first 
collegiate at-bat.

“Honestly this is one of the 
best nights of my life so far,” 

Shireman said of her debut. 
“ I was going into bat just 
trying to stay calm and not 
think too much but as soon 
as I hit that ball, I knew it was 
gone. It felt amazing.”

The Longhorns, now 1-0, 
introduced all six freshmen 
into play as they contin-
ued their undefeated season 
opener streak. Texas is 108-9 
in season openers and tossed 
its 11th shutout against the 
Islanders, who the Longhorns 
are 23-3 against all-time. 

The Longhorns return to 
the field against North Texas 
on Friday at 6 p.m. and Mem-
phis on Saturday at 1 p.m.

6 SPTS

Christian Corona, Sports Editor 
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SIDELINE
TEXAS TEXAS A&M-CORPUS CHRISTIVS.

Luna’s fifth no-hitter fuels Horns
By Jori Epstein

Shelby Tauber | Daily Texan Staff
Senior pitcher Blaire Luna fires a pitch during Texas’ 6-0 season-opening victory over Texas A&M Corpus-Christi on Thursday night. 
She struck out 14 hitters in what was her fifth career no-hitter, with the only Islanders reaching base via a pair of walks and an error.

Hoagland, Shireman 
homer in Texas victory

By the numbers

GAME BREAKDOWN

What’s Next

14: Strikeouts by Luna. Af-
ter 11, the K-counter behind 
the Longhorns dugout ran 
out of K’s. Despite her ability 
to make Texas A&M Cor-
pus Christi swing and miss, 
she was still three strikeouts 
short of her career high.

4: 2-out runs: The Long-
horns scored their first four 
runs with two-outs. The 
ability to get that big hit 
throughout the game helped 
break the game open, as the 
Longhorns never looked 
back from there.

17: Consecutive home 
opener wins. For the 17th 
time in 17 seasons, the 
Longhorns won their home 
opener. This is the second 
time they have defeated the 
Islanders to start a season.

OK won’t do against OK State

MEN’S HOOPS

Shelby Tauber
Daily Texan Staff

Sophomore 
Sheldon 

McClellan 
attempts a layup 

in the Longhorns’ 
win against TCU 

on Saturday. 
McClellan has 

shot just 34.2 
percent in the 

last four games 
and will look 

to get back on 
track against 

Oklahoma State.  

By Christian Corona

men’s Golf RECAP | Jacob Martella

Cody Gribble 
Senior

Brandon Stone 
Freshman

STATE continues on page 7

Oklahoma St. @ Texas

Date: Saturday
Time: 12:45 p.m.

On air: Big 12 Network

Jordan 
Hamilton
- 8 points
- 2 rebounds

NBA
LAKERS

CELTICS

BULLS

NUGGETS

NCAAB

(21) MISSOURI

TEXAS A&M

ILLINOIS

(1) INDIANA

LONGHORNS 
IN THE NBA

Avery  
Bradley
- 10 points
- 5 rebounds

First 4 innings: The two Longhorns on the Player of the 
Year Watch — seniors Taylor Hoagland and Blaire Luna 
— lived up to their billing, providing the firepower in the 
team’s opening game. Had it not been for her own error, 
Luna would have been perfect as she allowed no hits or 
walks while striking out seven. Hoagland provided the of-
fense with a two-out three-run homer in the second inning.

Final Three innings: On a 3-2 count, with the crowd 
standing and cheering, Luna struck out her 14th Island-
er to complete her fifth no-hitter. Luna was absolutely 
dominant, not allowing a single ball to reach the outfield. 
At the plate, freshman Erin Shireman provided the feel-
good story, smashing a two-run homer off the camera 
stand just to the left of the scoreboard in center field.

– Evan Berkowitz

Shelby Tauber | Daily Texan Staff 
Freshman Erin Shireman (middle) celebrates with her teammates 
after hitting a two-run homer in her first collegiate at-bat against 
Texas A&M Corpus-Christi on Thursday night. 

The Longhorns will ride the coattails of a dominating 
performance from their ace into a matchup with North 
Texas on Friday. 

Garnett becomes 
16th to score 25,000

During Thursday night’s 
win over  the Los Angeles 
Lakers, Boston Celtics 
forward Kevin Garnett 
became the 16th player 
in NBA history to record 
25,000 career points. 

Garnett came into the 
game just six points shy 
of the milestone, and 
reached it with a signature 
turnaround fadeaway with 
8:08 left in the first half. 

Garnett joins an exclu-
sive club of players with at 
least 25,000 points that in-
cludes Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar (38,387), Karl Malone 
(36,928), Michael Jordan 
(32,292), Wilt Chamber-
lain (31,419), Kobe Bry-
ant (30,834) and Shaquille 
O’Neal (28,596).

Garnett passed Patrick 
Ewing for 16th place on 
the all-time scoring list 
last month.

Three former Horns 
invited to combine

Former Longhorn re-
ceiver Marquise Good-
win,  defensive  end Alex 
Okafor and safety Kenny 
Vaccaro have been in-
vited to the 2013 NFL 
Scouting Combine in 
Indianapolis from Feb. 
20-26. 

The nation’s top college 
football players who are 
eligible for the upcoming 
draft are invited to the 
combine and evaluated by 
top executives, coaching 
staffs and personnel from 
all 32 NFL teams. 

All eligible players are 
reviewed and voted on 
by a committee of scout-
ing services directors and 
NFL player personnel de-
partments, with each ath-
lete receiving the neces-
sary number of votes, by 
position, is then extended  
an invitation.

– Matt Warden

SPORTS 
BRIEFLY

UNT @ Texas
TEXAS CLASSIC

Date: Friday
Time: 6 p.m.
On air: LHN
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HOUSING RENTAL

370 Unf. Apts.
NOW PRE-LEASING IN WEST 
CAMPUS Studios and 1 bed-
rooms available for Summer or 
Fall move-in. 

Starting at $725!!! Most bills 
paid!!!

Red Oak Apts located at 2104 
San Gabriel St.

Envoy Apts located at 2108 San 
Gabriel St.

Diplomat Apts located at 1911 
San Gabriel St.

Barranca Square Apts located at 
910 W. 26th St.

Montage Apts located at 2812 
Rio Grande

Offi ce hours M-F 8:30-5:00. 
Please visit us at www.wsgaus-
tin.com, call 512.499.8013 or 
email wsgaustin@yahoo.com 

NOW PRE-LEASING IN HYDE 
PARK Studios, 1 bedrooms & 2 
bedrooms available for Summer 
or Fall move-in.

Starting at $675!! Most bills 
paid!!!

Le Marquee Apts located at 302 
W. 38th St.

Monticello Apts located at 306 
W. 38th St.

Melroy Apts located at 3408 
Speedway

Offi ce hours M-F 8:30-5:00. 
Please visit us at www.wsgaus-
tin.com, call 512.499.8013 or 
email wsgaustin@yahoo.com 

EMPLOYMENT

766 Recruitment

$5,500-$10,000 
PAID EGG DO-

NORS
All Races. SAT>1100/

ACT>24/GPA>3.0 N/Smokers, 
Ages 18-27 Reply to: info@egg-
donorcenter.com

790 Part Time
BARTENDING! $300/DAY PO-
TENTIAL

No experience necessary. Train-
ing available. Age 18+. 800-965-
6520 ext. 113 

SING ALONG TO THE OLDIES 
with a sweet grandmother who 
has memory loss. Prepare meals 
and run errands. West Lake 
Hills home. Non-smoker with 
good driving record. Tuesdays 
7:00am-3:45pm. Some Satur-
days and/or Sundays 7:00am-8-
:00pm. $13.50 per hour. 512-477-
6866 

791 Nanny Wanted
EXPERIENCED NANNY WANT-
ED for infant. Hyde Park. At least 
20 hrs/week. $12-14/hr. Course-
work in childhood development 
preferred. Send cover letter, 
resume and three references to 
elblyon@yahoo.com. 

870 Medical

875 Medical Study
SLEEPY ALL THE TIME? Are you 
extremely tired during the day? 
Do you ever experience sleep 
paralysis (inability to move prior 
to falling asleep or upon wak-
ing), hallucinations, or cataplexy 
(sudden loss of muscle control)? 
If so, you may be suffering from 
Narcolepsy, and FutureSearch 
Trials may have a study of in-
terest to you. Volunteers who 
qualify for this study will will be 
compensated for time and travel 
for visits. 512-380-9925 

FOR SALE

Sell Textbooks
BOOKS Susannah was a young 
woman in love. She loved Der-
ek, gossip, snooping, chocolate 
mousse and romantic fantasies. 
She was bound to get into trou-
ble in Clumsy Hearts, a slightly 
misguided romance, by Hyste-
ria Molt. Available via Amazon.
com. 571-235-7182 

BUSINESS

930 Business Opportunities
SUPER POWER MEMORY. 
Revolutionary breakthrough 
turns your brain into super 
charged memory machine. 
Recall more information. Im-
prove exam and board scores. 
www.2013megamemory.com 
1-800-530-9661 

790 Part Time790 Part Time790 Part Time790 Part Time790 Part Time

Donors average $150 per specimen.
Apply on-line

www.123Donate.com

Seeks College-Educated Men
18–39 to Participate in a
Six-Month Donor Program
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men’s track and field | LOUIS SAN MIGUEL

WoMen’s TRACK and field | Sebastian Herrera

The No. 11 men’s track 
and field team will send ath-
letes to two competitions this 
weekend. A selection of mid-
dle and long distance run-
ners will head to Seattle to 
compete in the Husky Clas-
sic, and the rest of the team 
will head to the Tyson Invita-
tional in Fayetteville, Ark.

A week after a season-best 
7.73 mark and a second-
place finish at the Armory 
Collegiate Invitational in 
New York, senior Keiron 
Stewart will look to earn an-
other spot on the podium in 
the 60-meter hurdles at the 
Tyson Invitational. Stew-
art will compete in both the 

60-meter dash and 60-meter 
hurdles Friday.

Also heading to Arkan-
sas is senior Hayden Baillio, 
who hopes to continue his 
hot streak in the shot put. 
In the meets he has com-
peted in, he’s been a perfect 
three-for-three with first-
place finishes. Baillio, Clint 
Harris, Blake Jakobsson and 
Will Spence will compete 
in the weight throw Friday 
and the shot put Saturday. 

Junior Ryan Dohner and 
Princeton transfer Joe Stilin 
headline the contingent of 
middle and long distance 
runners headed to Seattle. 
Both will compete in the 

3,000-meter run Saturday.
The meets will both begin 

Friday and run through Sat-
urday. Texas will send a total 
of 21 athletes to Arkansas and 
another 11 to Seattle.

Keiron Stewart  
Senior hurdler

The No. 14 Texas Long-
horns head into the week-
end with two separate 
events in Arkansas and 
Washington on Friday  
and Saturday.

Sprinters, jumpers and a 
pair of 4x400-meter relay 
teams will head to Fayette-
ville, Ark., to participate in 
the Tyson Invitational while 
long and middle distance 
athletes will travel to Seattle 
to compete in the Washing-
ton Husky Classic. 

Collectively, the Long-
horns will face competition 
from 17 of the top 25 teams 
in the nation as ranked by the 
U.S. Track & Field and Cross 

Country Coaches Association.
The team has had an 

impressive run so far with 
strong showings from many 
of its athletes. Sophomore 
sprinter/jumper Morgan 
Snow has placed first overall 
in the 60-meter hurdles two 
times this season and fresh-
man runner Courtney Okolo 
has also impressed with three 
top three finishes overall in 
the 400-meter dash.

Another Longhorn look-
ing to have a big weekend is 
senior long distance runner 
Mia Behm, who has placed 
first overall in the mile once 
this season.

The Horns are coming off 

a third place finish in their 
last meet and will use both 
events as final prepara-
tions before the Big 12 In-
door Championships later  
this month.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Urgency key against Baylor

Needless to say, the Long-
horns have had their fair 
share of trouble this season. 
But as it sits in the cellar of 
the Big 12, Texas (9-12, 2-8) 
has yet to face its biggest 
challenge of the season. 

The Longhorns will host 
the defending national 
champions Saturday for the 
first time this season. Baylor 
(21-1, 11-0) comes into the 
game ranked No. 1 in the 
country, in the Big 12 and 
on a four-game win streak 
against the Longhorns. 

Led by the 6-foot-8 
Brittney Griner, the Bears 
visit Austin holding a re-
cord-setting 33-game Big 12 
win streak. In their most re-
cent conference victory, they 
routed Kansas 86-45. Texas 
lost to Kansas by 38 points.

Griner, who was last sea-
son’s AP Player of the Year, 
is averaging 21.6 points and 
7.63 rebounds per game. She 
leads the Bears in the paint, 
where she will be a huge 
presence for her squad. 

However, Griner isn’t 
Baylor’s only threat.  

Teammate Odyssey Sims is 
averaging 12.4 points per 
game and leads her team in 
steals (51) and assists (105). 

The Longhorns, on the 
other hand, recently got over 
a nine-game drought where 
they lost seven straight Big 
12 games. After two back-
to-back wins against Kan-
sas State and TCU to end 
its slump, Texas lost its last 
game to Iowa State, killing 
any momentum it had.

“I’m disappointed because 
I thought we would come out 
and play harder with more 
intensity,” head coach Karen 
Aston said about the Long-
horns’ most recent loss. “We 
knew that it was going to be a 
physical basketball game, and 
we knew they would have 
a presence in the paint and 
they did. I thought there were 
so many critical plays in the 
game that really boiled down 

to that they wanted the ball 
more than we wanted it.”

The Longhorns still 
haven’t found a stable way to 
win. The common excuse of 
a young, inexperienced team 
isn’t working anymore for 
freshman Empress Daven-
port, who led her squad with 
13 points in the last game.

“I think we have played 
together enough to work to-
gether as a team and know 
what to do and what not to 
do,” Davenport said.

Saturday’s game against 
the Bears is the Longhorns’ 
“Shoot for a Cure” game, 
which will raise awareness 
for breast cancer throughout 
the campus and community.

By Garrett Callahan

where he starts forcing shots.” 
Texas hosts No. 22 Oklaho-

ma State (16-5, 6-3) on Satur-
day afternoon. The Longhorns 
have lost seven of their last 
nine games, two of them to 
West Virginia, who beat Texas, 
60-58, on Monday. The Cow-
boys, on the other hand, have 
won their last four games. 

Oklahoma State handed 
Kansas its first loss in Big 12 
play last weekend, beating 

the Jayhawks, 85-80, at Phog 
Allen Fieldhouse. It broke an 
18-game winning streak and 
was Kansas’ first home loss 
in 33 games, dating back to 
when J’Covan Brown led the 
Longhorns from 13 down to 
beat the Jayhawks on their 
home floor two seasons ago. 

This weekend will mark 
Texas’ sixth game against a 
ranked opponent, with the 
Longhorns going 1-4 in the 
previous five contests. The last 
time the Longhorns faced a 
team in the Associated Press 
Top 25, they suffered their 
worst road loss in conference 

play under Rick Barnes by fall-
ing to No. 18 Kansas State, 83-
57, in Manhattan on Jan. 30. It 
was Texas’ worst loss since the 
97-66 loss to Duke in 2005. 

McClellan scored a team-
high 15 points, but on just 
3-for-12 shooting. He com-
mitted as many turnovers 
(three) as the number of 
shots he hit from the floor. 

“When he’s dialed in, he 
knows he’s got to work to get 
open,” Barnes said. “When 
he’s lazy and floating around, 
people are there and he’s not 
set. He’s not ready. That’s 
when he struggles.”

Morgan Snow
Sophomore sprinter, jumper

Shelby Tauber | Daily Texan file photo
Freshman Empress Davenport handles the ball in Texas’ loss against Iowa State on Wednesday. 
Davenport led Texas with 13 points and will need to be sharp against Baylor.

Baylor @ Texas

Date: Saturday
Time: 7 p.m.
On air: LHN

STATE
continues from page 6

  — Empress Davenport,  
freshman guard

I think we have 
played together 
enough to work  

together as a team 
and know what to do 
and what not to do.



of Dead and White Denim. 
Vollentine has worked on 
projects with Driver Friendly 
since 2005.

After a few years, though, 
the band started to lose mo-
mentum. The weight of school 
and jobs had taken a toll on 
their projects, and the mem-
bers started slowly drifting.

“Post-graduation we 
were all trying to figure out 
what we wanted to do with 
our lives and we all kind of 
started normal jobs, too, or 
going to grad school,” Mat-
tern said. “We had put out an 
album our last year of school 
and had done some stuff, but 
nothing that really took us 
to the next level. We hit this 
almost hiatus point where we 
didn’t really know what the 
next step was.”

Out of this low point, 
the band found inspiration. 
During South By Southwest 
of 2011, a year the band 
wasn’t performing in the 
festival, Welsh rallied his 
bandmates to create new 
material. Soon after, Driver 
Friendly took a road trip to 

North Carolina, where it 
spent nearly two weeks in 
a cabin on the Appalachian 
Trail. There, apart from 
technology, Internet, cell 
service and other distrac-
tions, the band created its 
most recent album, Bury a 
Dream. This is the album 
that finally caught the at-
tention of record labels.

“We had all just done noth-
ing for so long that we had 
these ideas, musically, stuffed 
up in our heads,” Lane said. 
“So once we finally got back 
into the rhythm we just had 
all this material.”

Bury a Dream, along with 
the videos for “Ghosts” and 
“Messidona” from the album, 
got the band noticed. Offers 
started coming their way, 
but the band maintained 
caution when dealing with  
the industry.

“We’ve very much learned 
to take things with a grain 
of salt, because we’ve had 
many, many offers and all of 
these promises,” trombonist 
Andy Rector said. “They’d 
tell us, ‘Oh, we’re not like 
the other labels, we’ll pay 
you a salary’ and things like 
that. We’ve had a lot of peo-
ple approach us, so we’ve 
learned not to freak out or 

get too excited about any 
sort of offer.”

The band eventually set-
tled on Hopeless because of 
the label’s flexibility with the 
band’s schedule.

“The difference with Hope-
less was that they had this atti-
tude of, ‘Hey, we want to work 
with you,’ which none of the 
others had really had,” Lane 
said. “It made us realize that 
they were serious about us.”

Driver Friendly officially 
signed with Hopeless Re-
cords in October 2012, and 
will meet again with the label 
during this year’s South by 
Southwest to discuss future 
plans. So far the group has an 
EP release tentatively slated 
for June and a subsequent 
tour to support it. They hint 
that the lineup will be a big 
one, but remain tight-lipped 
about it.

“We can’t talk about it, 
we’ve seen ‘Almost Famous’; 
you’re not our friend!” Welsh 
said jokingly. “In all serious-
ness, we’re under contract 
so we can’t discuss it yet. 
We’re releasing the lineup 
in March. But know that it’s 
gonna be big.” 

Driver Friendly play Local 
Live Sunday Feb. 10. Doors 
are at 9:30. 

HARTFORD, Conn. — 
When 6-year-old Dylan 
Hockley was memorialized 
at a service following the 
massacre at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School, his parents 
were especially moved by 
one song.

A writer, Dushyanthi Sat-
chi, had reworked the lyrics 
to the Leonard Cohen song 
“Hallelujah,” from Dylan’s fa-
vorite movie, “Shrek.”

“Dylan’s Hallelujah” be-
gins, “It’s calm, it’s clear, 
it’s a peaceful day, walking 
through the heavenly gates, 

hand in hand with teachers 
and my friends.”

“That one thing — that 
song — has been quite 
healing for us,” Nicole 
Hockley, Dylan’s mother, 
said Thursday.

There have been many 
musical tributes to the vic-
tims of the Dec. 14 trag-
edy, some put on by world 
famous performers, oth-
ers by local musicians and 
many involving the chil-
dren of Newtown.

Professional football 
players were on the verge 
of tears when a group of 26 
children who escaped the 
Newtown shooting, includ-
ing Dylan’s older brother, 

Jake, joined Jennifer Hud-
son at the Super Bowl to 
sing “America the Beauti-
ful.” Another group of New-
town children will perform 
before the Grammy Awards 
this weekend.

“Humans have used mu-
sic in healing forever,” said 
Jane Matson, the choral 
director at Newtown High 
School. “It expresses our 
feelings and gets emotion 
out in a way that’s construc-
tive and beautiful.”

Members of Matson’s 
chamber choir were among 
about 80 Newtown students 
who performed with dozens 
of Broadway stars at a benefit 
show in Waterbury.

a few storytelling problems, 
and its final stretch gives into 
unexpected pulpy instincts a 
bit too readily, resulting in a 
convoluted conclusion that 
reveals very little about the 
characters or story.

However, director Steven 
Soderbergh presents “Side 
Effects” with such unflap-
pable confidence that even 
when the story is stretched 
thin, his aesthetic moves 
things along so smoothly 
that it’s hard to notice. So-
derbergh works with re-
markable economy in every 
frame, keeping his images 
perfectly sparse. His best 
work is in the film’s first 
movement, as he roots the 
audience firmly in Em-
ily’s perspective by plac-
ing her as the only object 
in focus, while the world 
around her is blurry and 
hard to maneuver. It’s 
evocative, smart direction, 
and another reason why 
Soderbergh is one of the 
most perceptive directors  
working today.

Rooney Mara surprised 
everyone with her fearless 

performance in “The Girl 
With the Dragon Tattoo,” 
and she continues to im-
press here. As the side ef-
fects of Emily’s medication 
become increasingly trou-
blesome, Mara gracefully 
skips between charming, 
dreamy, and icy. Jude Law 
brings plenty of acumen 
and determination to Dr. 
Banks, making him an easy 
anchor for audience sympa-
thy in the murky waters of 
the film’s second half.

“Side Effects” starts to 

falter a bit as things wrap 
up, but Steven Soderbergh’s 
assured direction and wry 
performances from Law 
and Mara keep things 
afloat. Soderbergh certain-
ly works enough to have 
earned his retirement, but 
his clear, engaging voice 
and unshakable confidence 
pair so well with Scott Z. 
Burns’ strong character 
work and shining dialogue 
that it’s hard not to wish 
for more collaborations be-
tween the pair.
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continues from page 10

expansive cast of mis-
used actors. There’s no 
originality or purpose 
to “Identity Thief,” and 
it’s hard to engage with a 
film when every beat is  
blatantly transparent.

Despite the vacuum of tal-
ent behind “Identity Thief,” 
both Jason Bateman and 
Melissa McCarthy try their 
very hardest to sell this ma-
terial. Since “Bridesmaids,” 
Hollywood has been bend-
ing over backward to give 
roles to McCarthy, but her 
typically abrasive comedic 
signature turns Diana into a 
repulsive, deeply unsympa-
thetic character. However, 
when McCarthy commits to 

a part, she really goes for it, 
and while she proves to be 
a reliable source of laughs 
throughout, she’s equally 
impressive in the film’s  
dramatic moments.

Meanwhile, Jason Bate-
man continues to display 
horrible taste in projects 
alongside effortlessly dead-
pan comedic chops. Bate-
man has been the lead-
ing man in a number of 
abysmal comedies over 
the last few years, and his 
straight-faced exasperation 
seems equally driven by 
McCarthy’s character and 
a desire to get into a better 
movie. Even so, any part of 
“Identity Thief ” that works 

is thanks to McCarthy and 
Bateman’s alternately tender 
and acidic dynamic.

Without a number of 
other movies leaving a road 
map for how to tell this sort 
of story, “Identity Thief ” 
wouldn’t exist. The film 
feels blatantly manufac-
tured, its characters rarely 
rising above their roles as 
simple joke delivery mecha-
nisms. “Identity Thief ” will 
likely go down in history as 
a flavorless product existing 
solely to give its cast and 
crew something to do, as a 
film that cribs so ruthlessly 
from its predecessors that 
it’s blissfully unaware of just 
how accurate its title is.

THIEF continues from page 10

EFFECTS continues from page 10
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Photo from Associated Press
This film image released by Open Road Films shows Rooney 
Mara in a scene from “Side Effects.”

Music heals Newtown wounds
By Pat Eaton-Robb

Associated Press





“Identity Thief ” is ex-
actly what you expect when 
you sit down to watch a 
road movie from the direc-
tor of the mediocre “Hor-
rible Bosses” starring Jason 
Bateman — yet another 
film where an everyman 
is stuffed into a car with a 
sociopath and something 
loosely resembling hijinks 
ensues. “Identity Thief ” is 
the blandest possible version 
of that movie, seemingly as-
sembled from bits and pieces 
of better films on some sort 
of production line for me-
diocre comedies.

Bateman plays Sandy Pat-
terson, a mid-level financial 
worker who, in a remarkably 
gullible move, gives out his 
Social Security number over 
the phone to someone offer-
ing him identity theft pro-
tection. A few weeks later, 
Diana (Melissa McCarthy) 
has run up thousands of dol-
lars of credit in his name. 

When local police are un-
helpful and his job is put 
into jeopardy, Sandy sets off 
across the country to wran-
gle Diana and bring her in to 
answer for her crimes.

From the very beginning, 
“Identity Thief” strains the 
boundaries of credibility. 
Many of its characters are 
simple plot devices, especially 
the police who literally shrug 
and tell Sandy he’ll have to go 
catch a criminal on his own. 
Screenwriter Craig Mazin’s 
work has been mostly com-
posed of the “Scary Movie” 
and “Hangover” sequels, and 
his reliance on humor over 
character development car-
ries over here. Unfortunately, 
even though there is the oc-
casional laugh in “Identity 
Thief,” it’s almost entirely be-
cause of the actors’ delivery of 
Mazin’s half-baked dialogue.

Director Seth Gordon 
made one of the documen-
tary genre’s most enjoyable 
films with 2007’s “The King 
of Kong: A Fistful of Quar-
ters,” but he’s floundered 

in Hollywood, producing 
work that sternly adheres 
to a regimen of predict-
ability and tonal dyslexia. 
Gordon’s direction is com-
petent in that he frames 
his actors well and doesn’t 
draw too much attention to 
himself, but huge chunks of 
“Identity Thief ” are utterly 
forgettable detours popu-
lated by an impressively  

In a cozy apartment com-
plex just east of the iconic 
stretch of South Congress 
Avenue, all seven of lo-
cal pop-rock heroes Driver 
Friendly are packed into the 
living room of one of the 
units, laughing, joking, some 
with a beer in hand. There’s 
a sort of energy present, 
fun and infectious but not 
quite rowdy. It’s an energy 
that permeates everything 
the musicians do —from live 
shows, recorded songs and 
music videos, down to the 
playful banter that’s going on 
inside the apartment.

“Sometimes it’s hard to get 
all seven of us together for 
this kind of thing,” lead vo-
calist and keyboardist Tyler 
Welsh said while the crew 
relocated to a covered deck 
overlooking the complex’s 
pool. “This is the first time 
we’ve been able to sit down as 
a whole band and do an in-
terview in I don’t even know 
how long.”

Understandable, as round-
ing up seven people is no easy 
feat, much less seven rising 
musicians, some of whom 
are in graduate school, some 
with full-time jobs. But Driv-
er Friendly has managed to 
make it work. They’re mak-
ing it work so well, in fact, 
that the band has recently 
signed to Hopeless Records, 
a big step for a group that 
started as a high school ska 
band in Houston.

“A lot of us knew each 
other growing up, but by 
around junior year in high 
school is when things start-
ed happening,” Welsh said. 
“Then moving to Austin 

was a big deal. That was the 
first major shift, realizing we 
wanted to take this further 
and not just be like, a high 
school ska band.”

A few members groaned 
and chuckled at the mention 
of their ska roots.

“Yeah but we were in 
marching band, and you love 
ska music when you’re in 
high school and in marching 

band,” guitarist and vocal-
ist Andy Lane said. “I mean, 
when you have horns in a 
high school band, you almost 
have to play ska music.”

After moving to Austin 
for college, some at UT and 
some at St. Edwards, Driver 
Friendly became more se-
rious about its music, per-
forming and developing its 
sound. Its first big break was 

a Battle of the Bands show on 
the steps of Gregory Gym in 
spring 2005.

“At that first Battle of the 
Bands we were basically still 
just a high school band, play-
ing on Wednesday nights at 
like 7 p.m. on Sixth street to 
literally no one,” drummer 
Jeremi Mattern said. “One of 
the judges Jason Dick, who’s 
the morning DJ at 101X, saw 

us and liked us. He started 
letting us play some of the 
Homegrown Live shows and 
that’s when we started play-
ing at real venues, like Emo’s.”

Through the connections 
it made at the Battle of the 
Bands, Driver Friendly end-
ed up building a relationship 
with producer and sound 
engineer Jim Vollentine, 
who has worked with bands  

including Spoon, …And You 
Will Know Us By The Trail 

In the last 18 months, Ste-
ven Soderbergh has cranked 
out films with stunning ef-
ficiency, bouncing around 
genres with “Contagion,” 
“Haywire,” “Magic Mike,” 
and finally, “Side Effects,” a 
worthwhile dip into the pool 
of the psychological thriller. 
Soderbergh has threatened 
to retire after “Side Effects,” 
but the riveting, surprising 
thriller proves that his voice 
is as strong as ever.

Emily Taylor (Rooney 
Mara), a mentally bruised 
woman, begins to spiral after 
her husband Martin (Chan-
ning Tatum) is released from 
prison. Psychiatrist Jonathan 

Banks (Jude Law), worried 
about Emily, prescribes her 
a rotating regimen of anti-
depressants. As Emily strug-
gles to get back on her feet, 
her new meds cause more 
trouble than they’re worth, 
with dangerous results for 
the people in her life.

Screenwriter Scott Z. 
Burns has collaborated with 
Soderbergh before on “The 
Informant!” and “Conta-
gion,” and he stages a twisty, 
engaging shell game. “Side 
Effects” overflows with 
clever dialogue and creates 
fascinating characters. As 
the film dives into its plot 
(the particulars of which 
are best left unspoiled), 
the dynamic between Em-
ily and Dr. Banks becomes 

increasingly layered and  
unpredictable. However, 
“Side Effects” suffers from 
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MOVIE REVIEW | ‘IDENTITY THIEF’

By Alex Williams

Photo from Associated Press
This undated publicity image released by Universal Pictures shows Melissa McCarthy and Jason 
Bateman in a scene from “Identity Thief.”

‘Identity Thief ’ lacks own identity

MOVIE REVIEW | ‘SIDE EFFECTS’

‘Side Effects’ thrills despite flaws

By Alex Williams

EFFECTS continues on page 8

Driver Friendly rolling onward
LOCAL LIVE

SIDE EFFECTS

Director: Steven Soderbergh
Genre: Thriller
Runtime: 106 minutes

IDENTITY THIEF

Director: Seth Gordon
Genre: Comedy
Runtime: 112 minutes

THIEF continues on page 8

DRIVER FRIENDLY

Where: HSM
When: Sunday: line forms at 
9 p.m., show starts at 10 p.m.
How much: Free

DRIVER continues on page 8

By Alexandra Hart

Gabriella Belzer | Daily Texan Staff
Driver Friendly, a local pop-rock band with seven members, will be playing Local Live Sunday evening. The band signed with Hopeless Records last year and is  
planning to release an EP this summer with a subsequent tour. 


