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CAMPBELL,HOWARDW. 1974. Anelytropsis, A. papillosus.

Anelytropsis Cope
Mexican blind lizard

separated the African and American farms, and reserved Anely­
trapsidae far Anelytro,psis. The clase relatianship af Anelytrop­
sis to, the Scincidae has aften been nated (Ramer, 1956:548;
Greer, 1970), and Napcsa (928) based a subfamily Anelytrap­
sininae (= Anelytrapsinae) af the Scincidae an this genus. I
fallaw Miller 0%6) in tentatively placing Anelytro,psis in the
family Dibamidae.

MAP. The salid circle marks the type-lacality; apen circles
indicate all knawn lacalities far this species.

COMMENT

Cape (1885) placed Anelytro,psis, tagether with the African
genera Feylinia and Typhlo,saurus, in the family Anelytrapidae
(also, spelled Anelytrapsidae by Cape, 1892a, b). Camp (1923)
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Anelytropsis papillosus Cope
Mexican blind lizard

Anelytro,psis papillo,suS Cape, 1885:380. Type lacality, "near
Jalapa, (Veracruz), Mexica." Syntypes ariginally in the
callectian af the Camisian Cientifica, naw last.

• CONTENT.No, subspecies are recagnized.

• DEFINITION.The anly knawn species; see characters listed
far Anelytropsis.

• DESCRIPTIONS.The best descriptians af scutellatian, exter­
nal and internal marphalagy are thase af Cape 0885, 1900).
Smith (935) described variatian in scutellatian and nated the
presence af caudal chevrans, and Axtell (958) described a
specimen fram Tamaulipas, Mexico,.

• ILLUSTRATIONS.Cape (885) published line figures af dar­
sal, lateral and ventral views af the head, Smith (935) pra­
vided phatagraphs af the head in darsal and lateral views, and
Axtell (958) included darsal, lateral and ventral view draw­
ings af the head. The tangue was illustrated by Bagert (964),
Miller (966) pravided lateral and medial illustratians af the
cachlear duct, and Etheridge (967) gave a schematic diagram
af the caudal vertebrae. Cape (1892a) illustrated the pelvis.

• DISTRIBUTION.Knawn fram intermediate elevatians (300 to,

2300 m) in the states af Tamaulipas, Veracruz, San Luis Patasi,
and Queretaro" Mexico, 08°38' N to, 23°43' N). Anelytropsis
has been faund in humid trapical farest (Gadaw, 1905), bur­
rawing in ratten lags in dense brush (Smith, 1935), under a
stane an a steep, rugged, bush-grawn hillside (Pape, 1955),
beneath a limestane rack an a hillside in semiarid deciduaus
vegetatian (Axtell, 1958), and in pine-aak farest (University
af Flarida 29115). The range was discussed by Smith and
Taylar (950), and mapped by Bagert (964).

Cansidering the ecalagical versatility af Anelytro,psis, it can
be expected to, range farther westward than present recards
indicate, into, the states af Nueva Leon and Hidalgo,. In addi­
tian to, published lacality recards, specimens are knawn fram:
Queretaro" 4.1 mi. SW El Laba, 6700' (University af Flarida
29115) ; San Luis Po,tosi, 3.4 mi. W El Naranjo, (University af
Michigan Museum af Zaalagy 114444), El Salta (University af
Sauthwestern Lauisiana 20000), and 15 mi. N Tamazunchale
(University af Sauthwestern Lauisiana 19014).

• FOSSILRECORD.Nane.

• PERTINENTLITERATURE.Camparisans with related farms
are in Cape 0885, 1900). Camp (923) and Underwaad
(957) discussed relatianships, Jallie (1%0) cammented an
skull elements, and Ramer (1956) mentianed characters af the
skull, pectaral girdle, and teeth. Anatamical abservatians are
in Cape 0892a, pelvic girdle), Walls 0942, eye), Bagert
0964, tangue), Miller 0966, inner ear), McDawell 0967,
middle ear), and Etheridge 0967, caudal vertebrae).

General habitat nates, and descriptians af individual speci­
mens are in Smith (935), and Axtell (958). Dunn (1931)
discussed Anelytro,psis in his analysis af the zaageagraphy af
the herpetafauna af the Americas.

• ETYMOLOGY.The name papillo,suS (Latin) refers to, the
papillae present an the anteriar head scales.

• REMARKS.This species is knawn fram anly 16 specimens,
af which faur apparently are last. Its bialagy is virtually
unknawn.

100
...J MI.

ISo KM.100
o

TAItAULIPAS

I
I
..;;

,/
,.'0/°

_i

SAN LUIS POTOSI

'.
!I
--

Anelytropsis Cape, 1885:380. Type species, Anelytropsis papil­
losus Cape, 1885, by manatypy.

• CONTENT.One Recent species, A. papillo,suS, is recagnized.

• DEFINITION.A small (200-500 mm. tatallength), limbless,
burrawing lizard with cancealed eyes; head slightly distinct
fram bady, cavered darsally with 3 enlarged plates, nastril at
junctian af rastral, lareal and first labial scales; no, ear apen­
ing; minute papillae present an rostral, first labial, and lareal;
bady scales smaath, in even ar add number af raws, scincaid,
with raunded edges; asteaderms present; vent nat terminal,
tail one-faurth bady length, with abtuse end; no, preanal pares;
calar brawnish flesh-calar, head and tail tip lighter; pectaral
girdle campletely lacking, pelvic girdle reduced to, a superiar
element (ilium) and an inferiar element af uncertain hamalagy;
stapes perfarated, in cantact with quadrate; palatines and ptery­
gaids nat meeting, palatal teeth absent.

• DESCRIPTIONS,ILLUSTRATIONS,DISTRIBUTION,FOSSILRECORD,
and PERTINENTLITERATURE.See accaunt af Anelytro,psis papil­
Io,sus.

• ETYMOLOGY.Anelytro,psis was prapased to, justify the family
name Anelytrapidae Cape, which was based an Anelytro,ps
Dumeril, a synanym af Feylinia Gray. Neither Dumeril nar
Cape discussed the etymalagy af the name, but it apparently is
derived fram the Greek ana (up ar upan), elytro,n (shield), and
ops (eye). The name is feminine.
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