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College students partici-
pating in the Arabic Flag-
ship program in Alexandria, 
Egypt, have been relocated to 
Meknes, Morocco, for the re-
mainder of their year abroad 
because of ongoing political 
turmoil in Egypt. 

Eighteen students study-
ing in Egypt as part of a 
foreign exchange program, 
including six from UT, were 
evacuated on Friday. The 
move is a safety measure 
because of widespread pro-
tests and civic unrest after 
the Egyptian military an-
nounced they had ousted 
President Mohamed Morsi, 
the country’s first democrati-
cally elected president, from 
power last Wednesday.

Other students in the pro-
gram come from the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, University 
of Michigan, Michigan State 
University and the Univer-
sity of Maryland. 

The decision to relocate 
was made by the American 
Councils for International 
Education and the directors 
of the five university pro-
grams. Program directors 
began using Morocco as an 
alternative location in 2012 
to prevent students from 
losing the opportunity to 
continue their studies in the 
event of unrest.

“In 2011, Flagship stu-
dents, evacuated from Egypt 
and Syria, were brought di-
rectly back to the United 
States, preventing them from 
continuing their Arabic-
immersive experience,” said 
Christian Glakas, a senior 
program coordinator for the 
UT Department of Middle 
Eastern studies. “As a re-
sult, the directors of the five 
programs began discussing  

contingency plans for con-
tinuing the program in the 
event of a future evacuation.”

Students were informed 
of the relocation Tuesday 
morning before their classes. 
English senior Adam Amra-
ni, a student in the program, 
said he was disappointed by 
the move.

“The Flagship program 
runs a summer-long pro-
gram in Meknes, so there is 
an established program in 
the city,” Amrani said. “One 

of the major differences that 
we can expect is the language 
difference. The Moroccan di-
alect is vastly different from 
the Egyptian dialect.”

Amrani said he felt safe in 
Egypt. He said students were 
prohibited from leaving their 
dorms and participating in 
the protests but were still 
able to witness the events 
taking place around them.

“It’s very exciting, in-
spiring and very confusing 
all at once,” Amrani said. 

“Watching the presidential 
speeches and the Egyptian 
army’s official statement live 
with Egyptian students has  
been great.” 

Strife was reported in cit-
ies throughout the country, 
but Amrani said the protests 
he witnessed were peaceful.

The program will contin-
ue next year, even though it 
is yet to be seen where stu-
dents will be able to travel 
as political climates change, 
Glakas said.

“It is difficult to predict 
how current events may af-
fect the Arabic Overseas 
Flagship program in the 
future,” Glakas said. “The 
Arabic Flagship Program at 
UT-Austin will continue to 
work with all of its partners 
to ensure that our students 
have a safe and beneficial 
immersive experience while 
studying abroad.”

Students can participate 
in the program if they re-
ceive an advanced score on a 

government language exam, 
study Arabic intensively for 
three years and participate in 
other program activities.

Egypt will need change be-
fore students in the program 
can return to the country, 
said Dr. Mahmoud Al-Batal, 
director of the Arabic Flag-
ship Program.

Al-Batal said the situation 
in Egypt reflects the failure 
of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
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Arabic students evacuated from Egypt
WORLD

KHALIL HAMRA / Associated Press
Opponents of Egypt’s ousted President Mohamed Morsi rally in Tahrir Square in Cairo on July 7. Egypt’s new leadership wrangled over the naming of a prime 
minister, as both the Muslim Brotherhood and their opponents called for new mass rallies Sunday, renewing fears of another round of street violence over the 
military’s ousting of Islamist Morsi. 

By Wynne Davis
@wynneellyn
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VIEWPOINT

COLUMN

HORNS UP, HORNS DOWN

Supreme Court should have studied the science of DNA decision

On October 15, 1971, this news-
paper ran an article headlined 
“Fems to Rally for Abortion, March 
Ends at Capitol.” 

Two years before the Supreme 
Court would vote in a 7-2 decision to 
uphold a woman’s right to receive an 
abortion before the point of viability, 
this article reported that a group of 
UT students known as the Wom-
en’s Abortion Action Committee 

planned to march from campus to 
the Capitol to “ask that all abortion 
and contraception laws be repealed.” 

According to the article, the or-
ganization, then only six weeks old, 
had already received endorsements 
from activist Gloria Steinem and 
then-student body president Bob 
Binder. Mary Ann Lunn, the secre-
tary of WAAC, told The Daily Texan 
that the group expected the Supreme 
Court to hear the case we now know 
as Roe v. Wade in November of that 
year, and that the group planned to 
send a “busload” of their members 
from Texas to Washington to pro-
test federal abortion laws. 

In the past two weeks, students 
have once again marched to the 
Capitol, joining thousands of pro-
testers standing for or against abor-
tion-limiting legislation filed by Re-
publican legislators. The bills have 
attracted national  attention, due in 

part to the filibuster staged by state 
Sen. Wendy Davis, D-Fort Worth, 
which killed one of the bills in ques-
tion on the Senate floor (and in turn 
prompted Gov. Rick Perry to call a 
second special session in which to 
pass a version of the killed bill). 

But the credit for the media atten-
tion should go not to Davis, but to 
the citizens who took it upon them-
selves  to converge on the Capitol in 
protest. The students who participat-
ed in these demonstrations, both in 
support of and against the bills, have 
done the important job of reminding 
legislators that laws on paper affect 
people in real life, just as the students 
of WAAC did more than 40 years ago. 

Whatever the outcome of the 
current debate, students should re-
member that the only way to make 
legislators (and the media) listen is 
to give them something to listen to, 
no matter the issue at hand. 

To make lawmakers listen, speak up Horns Up: The governor has all but said that he won’t 
place the issue of tuition revenue bonds on the second 
special session call. But that didn’t stop state Sen. Kel 
Seliger, R-Amarillo, from filing a bill authorizing their 
issuance. We admire that sort of perseverance, even if 
the governor doesn’t. 

Horns Down: National media outlets’ coverage of the 
abortion debate raging in Texas has focused too much 
on the personal battles between state Sen. Wendy Davis 
and Gov. Rick Perry and too little on the actual sub-
stance of the bills. 

Horns Up: This Monday, the Austin City Council’s 
revised Density Bonus Program, which removes a 
loophole for developers, goes into effect, promoting the 
development of more affordable housing in downtown 
Austin.

 
Horns Down: On Tuesday night, state Rep. Byron 

Cook, R-Corsicana, chairman of the House State Af-
fairs Committee, allowed just 100 people, out of more 
than 3,000 who signed up, to testify on House Bill 2 
when he ended the testimony at midnight. Couldn’t he 
at least have made it to 2 a.m.?  

In the most recent term of the Su-
preme Court, which ended June 26, 
decisions were made on gay rights, 
voting rights and affirmative action. 
But lost in that list of big-ticket cas-
es was a case that may very well be a 
landmark decision in a coming era 
of biotechnology. That case, Assoc. 
for Molecular Pathology et al. v. 
USPTO and Myriad Genetics, Inc. 
et al., centered on the debate over 
whether human genes were patent 
eligible and will have lasting ef-
fects on biological science research 
across the nation. 

In 1995 and 1996, Myriad Genet-
ics filed for, and was later granted, 
a number of patents on two hu-
man breast cancer awareness genes, 
known as BRCA1 and BRCA2. The 
DNA sequences of these genes can 

be used to help predict breast can-
cer. Prior to the June 13 ruling, 
Myriad, as the owner of the BRCA1 
and BRCA2 patents, held exclusive 
rights to any commercial process, 
including medical tests, which used 
these genes – allowing Myriad to 
charge artificially inflated rates for 
its breast cancer screens, sometimes 
at prices pushing $3,000.

On June 13, in a rare unanimous 
decision, the court struck down 
some of those patents, ruling that 
human DNA, as a naturally occur-
ring form of matter, is not patent-
able. The decision was heralded by 
many, including Francis Collins, 
head of the National Institutes of 
Health, as “a victory for all those 
eagerly awaiting more individual-
ized, gene-based approaches to  
medical care.” 

But while the court’s decision in 
the case represents a step forward, 

it is not the giant leap many in the 
scientific community hoped for. 
Because while the court ruled DNA 
is not eligible for patent, it ruled 
that another form of DNA, known 
as cDNA, is patentable. 

What difference does the “c” 
make? DNA in a cell is filled with 
sequences that get removed in the 
process of  “translating” it into the 
proteins that make up an organism. 
cDNA is simply DNA without those 
“intervening sequences.”

In its opinion, the Court rea-
soned that cDNA “is distinct from 
the DNA from which it was de-
rived” because it has been so edited, 
and is therefore “not a ‘product of 
nature’ and is patent eligible.” 

But  cDNA is very much a prod-
uct of nature. Retroviruses like HIV 
make cDNA as a part of their life 
cycle, as do bits of self-replicating 
DNA called “retrotransposons.” In 

fact, a 2011 paper by Sanchez et 
al suggests that not only is cDNA 
a naturally occurring substance, 
but that BRCA1 cDNA, the cDNA 
of the gene patented by Myri-
ad, is itself present in nature in  
certain individuals. 

But the court in its opinion dis-
missed the presence of naturally 
occurring cDNA and did not ad-
dress the 2011 study. In doing so, 
the  justices seem to be ignoring 
their own reasoning in the decision. 
All the information in the BRCA1/2 
cDNA was already present in an or-
ganism’s DNA. And by the court’s 
own admission, the reason DNA 
isn’t patentable is precisely because 
its information content is naturally 
occurring – a contradiction tan-
tamount to  stating that one could 
take a published book, remove 
some of the chapters, and then pub-
lish it again under a different au-

thor’s name simply because the text 
had been edited.

When a Supreme Court justice 
feels it necessary to reinforce that 
he was “unable to affirm [some as-
pects of the biology] by my own 
knowledge or even own belief,” as 
Justice Scalia did in this case, we 
should take note.

Undoubtedly, the confusing na-
ture of this Supreme Court ruling is 
the result of a difficult task under-
taken in good faith by the justices. 
Biology and genetics are phenom-
enally complicated subjects, and 
only growing more so. But corre-
spondingly, they are phenomenally 
powerful, phenomenally deep and 
phenomenal sources of innovation 
for the betterment of mankind. We 
as citizens need to ask if “in good 
faith” alone is still enough.

McBee is a Plan II and biology se-
nior from Austin. 

By Ross McBee
Guest Columnist 

The credit for the media 
attention should go not to 
Davis, but to the citizens 
who took it upon themselves 
to converge on the Capitol 
in protest. 
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While revelations on the fed-
eral government’s surveillance 
of U.S. citizens’ phone records 
and emails continue to become 
public, UT has also disclosed its 
own forms of on-campus data 
collection using UT IDs.

Whenever students, staff 
and faculty swipe their UT 
IDs to enter a building on 
campus, the University of 
Texas Police Department 
can find out where they have 
been, without a warrant. In-
formation gathered through 
card swipes is stored in a 
data log immediately acces-
sible to UTPD for 30 days 
and then removed, UTPD 
spokeswoman Rhonda  

Weldon said.
Although the National Se-

curity Agency has been the 
subject of criticism for its 
surveillance, local officials 
say such monitoring is not 
uncommon and does not 
break the law. UT officials say 
its information on UT IDs is 
only accessed on a limited 
basis for specific purposes.

“Access control records are 
turned over to UTPD if they 
are needed to investigate crim-
inal activity in specific areas,” 
Weldon said. “The security 
system card access records are 
never used for employee man-
agement or student time and 
attendance purposes.” 

UT IDs are required for 
access to “controlled areas,” 
such as student living areas in  

Jester Dormitory and Kin-
solving Dormitory, as well as 
research laboratories on cam-
pus. All new buildings opened 
in the last five years, includ-
ing the Belo Center for New 
Media and the Liberal Arts 
Building, have been installed 
with card access points.  

Weldon could not provide a 
number of times the data has 
been accessed, but said UTPD 
has asked for these records on 
“numerous” occasions. UTPD 
also advises Information Tech-
nology Services, the depart-
ment that distributes IDs and 
manages technology on cam-
pus, on where to install new 
card access points. 

The Austin Police  
Department uses a simi-
lar technique with city  

employees at controlled mu-
nicipal buildings, said Sa-
mantha Park, spokeswoman 
for the city of Austin.

Park said city employee 
access card data could be 
obtained by APD without 
a warrant, but that a formal 
process requiring approval of 
building managers was nec-
essary for access. Park said 
most inquiries from APD on 
card data are related to crim-
inal investigations. 

“If APD makes a request, 
Building Services tries to 
work with them as best as 
possible,” Park said. “If there 
is ever a question about the 
request, the best course of ac-
tion is determined internally 
between Building Services, 
APD and management.”

UTPD’s access to the prox-
imity access data does not 
require a warrant because of 
current legal precedent, said 
Robert Chesney, associate 
dean of the school of law.

“It may be the case that not 
a lot [of] students know this 
is going on, but we’re talk-
ing about the information 
that’s being gathered because 
you were using UT-issued 
IDs to access UT property 
with permission from UT,”  
Chesney said.

Chesney said he thought it 

was a practical measure to use 
the information for admin-
istrative purposes and crime 
prevention because of the high 
value of technology and goods 
stored on campus facilities. 

“Recent events have all 
made us stop and think 
about what the rules should 
be,” Chesney said. “That’s a 
question we should all ask. 
But I don’t think it’s consti-
tutionally required, or that 
there’s anything illegal or un-
toward about UT handling 
information in this way.”

the former president’s politi-
cal party, to build a national 
consensus and improve 
the quality of life in Egypt. 

Some disagree with Al-Batal 
and have demanded Morsi  
be reinstated.

“Millions of people felt 
that a change was needed 
and the army has responded 
to this sentiment among 

millions of Egyptians,” Al-
Batal said. “What Egypt 
needs now is to build sta-
bility through wide po-
litical representation in the 
government, including the 
Muslim Brotherhood.”

EGYPT
continues from page 3

UNIVERSITY

UTPD can track students, staff through ID swipes on campus
By Alberto Long 

@albertolong
Recent events have all made us stop and 
think about what the rules should be. 
That’s a question we should all ask. 

—Robert Chesney,
Associate dean, School of Law 

NASSER SHIYOUKHI / Associated Press
Supporters of Egypt’s ousted President Mohamed Morsi wave Egyptian flags and posters 
with his pictures during a rally near Cairo University in Giza, Egypt on July 7. The Arabic 
words on the posters read, “No alternative to legitimacy.”
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LOCAL LEISURE

Summer spots around town
Above: Beat the heat by gathering friends to plan water activties 
such as the water gun fight that took place on Sixth Street on 
July 6. LOUIS SAN MIGUEL / Daily Texan Staff

Right: David Rosales, right, plays pickup basketball with others 
at Shipe Park on Wednesday. WILL CRITES-KRUMM / Daily Texan Staff

ERIKA RICH / Daily Texan Staff or Associated Press
Customers shop for food at the Downtown Farmers’ Markets on Saturday morning. Visit  
sfcfarmersmarket.org to learn about farmers’ markets in Austin.

WILL KRITES-CRUMM / Daily Texan Staff
A swimmer relaxes under one of Hamilton Pool’s waterfalls 
Saturday. Call (512) 264-2740 for Hamilton Pool public informa-
tion, which schedules operating hours on a day-to-day basis.

ERIKA RICH / Daily Texan Staff 
Patrons of Casey’s New Orleans Snowballs cool down with 
some flavored snow cones on a summer afternoon. 

Left: Moviegoers sit back and relax to the sights and sounds of the film “Grease” 
at Deep Eddy Pool on Saturday. The film kicked off Deep Eddy Movie Nights, a 
weekly series of outdoor movie screenings. Go to austintexas.gov for the Deep 
Eddy Movie Nights schedule. LOUIS SAN MIGUEL / Daily Texan Staff

Below: Local band Buds plays during a Fourth of July celebratory house show in 
West Campus. Check out more summer shows at showlistaustin.com.
GUILLERMO HERNANDEZ MARTINEZ / Daily Texan Staff
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In preparation for its title 
defense, the defending na-
tional champion Longhorns 
volleyball team is not taking 
any time off this summer. 

The Longhorns embarked 
on a trip to Europe that 
spanned two weeks and four 
countries this summer. The 
trip, which the NCAA per-
mits once every four years, 
gave the Longhorns the op-
portunity to play against the 
top competition in Europe.

“When you’re a college 
athlete, you don’t have the 

opportunity to study abroad,” 
coach Jerritt Elliott said. “Al-
most all of our players end 
up going and playing profes-
sional in Europe ‘cause it’s 
the No. 2 sport and very big.”

The beginning of the trip 
was spent in Milan. After the 
team spent time sightseeing, 
it quickly got back to com-
petition and spent its days in 
Milan competing against the 
Italian Senior National Team.

“It was a challenge for us 
that eventually helped us 
realize that they were going 
to test us and cause some  
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VOLLEYBALL

European summer
Horns bounce 

overseas in 
preparation 

to defend  
national title 

ELISABETH DILLON / Daily Texan file photo
Bailey Webster and Sha’Dare McNeal hoist the Big 12 Championship trophy last fall. 

After playing in sev-
en games with the USA 
Baseball Collegiate Na-
tional team, sophomore 
shortstop C.J Hinojosa 
has been placed on the 
final roster and will com-
pete in international play  
this month.

This is not Hinojosa’s 
first time playing for 
USA Baseball, as he held 
spots on the 14U and 16U 
national teams before  
coming to Texas.

Hinojosa is the 20th 
Longhorn to make the 
team and the first Long-
horn player since Jordan 
Danks, Hoby Milner, 

Corey Knebel and Erich 
Weiss were on the squad 
in 2011.

In his few games before 
being finalized on the ros-
ter, Hinojosa made an im-
pact. In his seventh game, 
he hit a double to drive 
in three runs for USA 
to win 5-2 and keep its  
perfect record.

“As a young student-
athlete who has played for 
several teams in the USA 
Baseball organization, 
C.J has been comfortable 
playing at the highest ama-
teur levels,” Texas baseball 
head coach Augie Garrido 
said when Hinojosa was 
picked to attend training 

BASEBALL

Hinojosa represents 
Texas on Team USA

By Brittany Lamas
@brittany_lamas

By Diego Contreras
@texansports

EUROPE page 9

HINOJOSA page 9

SIDELINE

vs. Orioles

Monday, 6:05 p.m.

Tuesday, 6:05 p.m.

Wednesday, 6:05 p.m.

Thursday, 6:05 p.m.

vs. Cardinals

Tuesday, 7:15 p.m.

Wednesday, 7:15 p.m.

MLB



camp in June.
Hinojosa played every 

game at shortstop for the 
Longhorn baseball team this 
season and was named to the 
2013 Big 12 All-Freshman 
Team. He finished the regu-
lar season with a .309 batting 
average, second on the team, 
and recorded 10 doubles, 

two triples, two home runs, 
29 RBIs and 11 errors.

“As his game went on 
throughout this season, 
he continued to improve,” 
Garrido said. “He made 
tremendous defensive 
strides as a middle in-
fielder, especially with his 
accuracy. He has proven to 
be one of the top collegiate 
all-around shortstops in 
the nation.”

The national team be-
gan international play on 
July 5 in Japan with an 
exhibition match against 
the Matsuyama Industrial 
League and then the 39th 
USA-Japan series July 6. 
The team will come back 
to the U.S. for two more 
exhibition matches before 
taking on the Cuban na-
tional team July 18 in Des 
Moines, Iowa.
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Age Compensation Requirements Timeline

Men and 
Postmenopausal or 
Surgically Sterile 

Women 
18 to 55

Up to $4800
Healthy &

 Non-Smoking
 BMI between 18 and 30

Wed. 24 Jul. through Mon. 29 Jul.
Thu. 8 Aug. through Mon. 12 Aug.
Thu. 22 Aug. through Mon. 26 Aug.

Thu. 5 Sep. through Mon. 9 Sep.
Outpatient Visit: 20 Sep.

Men and Women
18 to 55 Up to $3000

Healthy &
Non-Smoking 

 BMI between 19 and 29

Fri. 26 Jul. through Mon. 29 Jul.
Fri. 2 Aug. through Mon. 5 Aug.
Fri. 9 Aug. through Mon. 12 Aug.

Men and Women
18 to 55 Up to $2000

Healthy &
 Non-Smoking 

BMI between 18 and 34
Weigh between 110 

and 220 lbs.

Fri. 26 Jul. through Mon. 29 Jul.
Fri. 2 Aug. through Mon. 5 Aug. 

Outpatient Visit: 12 Aug.

Current Research Opportunities

www.ppdi.com • 462-0492 • Text “PPD” to 48121 to receive study information 
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Better clinic.
Better medicine.
Better world.
Everybody counts on having safe, 
effective medicine for anything from 
the common cold to heart disease. But 
making sure medications are safe is a 
complex and careful process.

At PPD, we count on healthy volunteers 
to help evaluate medications being 
developed – maybe like you. You must 
meet certain requirements to qualify, 
including a free medical exam and 
screening tests. We have research 
studies available in many different 
lengths, and you’ll find current studies 
listed here weekly.   

PPD has been conducting research 
studies in Austin for more than 25 years. 
Call today to find out more. 
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SHELBY TAUBER / Daily Texan file photo
Sophomore shortstop C.J Hinojosa has been selected to play for the USA Baseball Collegiate National 
team. He finished the season with a .309 batting average, second on the team, with 29 RBIs. 

HINOJOSA
continues from page 8

adversity,” sophomore out-
side hitter Haley Eckerman 
blogged during the trip. “I 
think it was a great experi-
ence learning how to accept 
the adversity and compete 
against a great team.”

The next leg of the trip took 
the team to Maribor, Slovenia.

Texas beat the Slovenian 
National Team 3-1 and spent 
the rest of the two days in 
Slovenia sightseeing and get-
ting to know the National 
Team players.

After their stay in Maribor, 
the Longhorns packed up 
and headed to Split, Croatia.

The first full day in  

Croatia was spent sightsee-
ing and sailing the Adriatic 
Sea. After spending nearly 
two hours on the water, the 
team headed back to the 
mainland to compete against 
the Croatian National Team. 
Texas lost 3-1.

The team competed once 
more against the Croatian Na-
tional Team and then headed 
off to Dubrovnik, Croatia, for 
the last leg of the trip.

Texas faced its final match 
against the Montenegro 
National Team and ended 
the competition with a  
3-0 victory. 

The team spent the next 
day and the remaining hours 
doing more sightseeing be-
fore heading back to the 

United States.
“Four new countries, sev-

en competitive matches and 
seemingly endless cappuc-
cinos and gelatos with team-
mates, coaches and friends. 
What a wonderful learning 
and bonding experience 
for everyone,” junior setter 
Hannah Allison said. “I feel 
blessed to be just 20 years old 
and to have seen and experi-
enced so much of the world. 
Our team came back even 
closer than when we left.”

The Longhorn volleyball 
team will begin its next jour-
ney, trying to win a consecu-
tive NCAA championship, at 
the Chevron Rainbow Wahine 
Invitational in Hawaii at the 
end of August.

EUROPE
continues from page 8
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VIDEO GAMES

Studios unveil products at expo

A horde of nearly 300 
people running across a 
convention floor, nearly 
knocking others down in 
the pursuit of an autograph 
from Jen Taylor, the voice 
of Cortana from the “Halo” 
series,  was a cinematic sight 
and just one highlight of 
RTX this weekend.

Rooster Teeth, which 
is celebrating its 10th an-
niversary, hosted Rooster 
Teeth Expo, or RTX, which 
included informational pan-
els, celebrity appearances, 
indie game demos and cos-
tumed fans. RTX took place 
at the Austin Convention 
Center on July 5-7. This is 
the third iteration of the 
convention, with its first 
year having been a “small” 
gathering of 500 people at a 
field in Austin.

Gus Sorola, director of 
RTX and voice actor for 
the “Red vs. Blue” series, 
has seen unprecedent-
ed attendance growth at  
the convention.

“When we were done last 
year, we hoped — people 
thought I was crazy — but 
I hoped to double the size 
of the convention, and we 
successfully did it,” Sorola 
said. “We are officially twice 
the size of last year and 
there have been relatively  
few hitches.”

One major presence at 
the convention was 343 In-
dustries, or 343i, an offshoot 
of Microsoft Studios and the 
developer of “Halo 4.” 343i 
used the convention as a 
kickoff for the “Halo 4 Glob-
al Championship,” which 
will take place over the next 
two months and will award 
the winner with a prize  
of $200,000. 

“The big goal there was to 
create a skill-based tourna-
ment that is super accessible 
to all players with numerous 
ways to qualify,” said Andy 
“Bravo” Dudynsky, a mem-
ber of 343i’s Matchmaking 
Systems team. “It’s been re-
ally exciting checking out 
the action. You can navigate 
throughout the booth and 
watch everyone play and 
stand beside the players.”

343i also used the panel to 
unveil the newest download-
able content pack for “Halo 
4,” entitled the “Champions 
Bundle.” The pack will include 
a remake of the fan-favorite 
map “The Pit” from “Halo 3,” 
as well as three new sets of ar-
mor and seven new stances for 
a Spartan character.

“We’re fairly happy with the 
way that ‘Halo 4’ is right now, 
and we’ll continue to main-
tain with gentle touches, sort 
of sustaining that game,” said 

Frank O’Connor, director 
of the Halo franchise. “[Our 
multiple teams have] helped 
us to do what the right thing 
for the game is, which is to 
sustain it and its community.”

“Red vs. Blue,” which 
many would say is the semi-
nal “machinima,” or video 
game-based narrative series, 
is the product that put Roost-
er Teeth on the map. The cast 
and production crew for the 
series premiered the newest 
episode in front of an audi-
ence of fans. The 10-minute 
clip, which involved char-
acters Caboose and Church 
and an explosive obstacle 
course, was met with an up-
roar of applause.

“We so rarely get to see it 
with an audience,” said Bur-
nie Burns, creator of “Red vs. 
Blue” and founder of Rooster 
Teeth. “It’s so fun to see it 
with an audience, and that’s 
why we go to conventions.”

By Andrew Huygen
@AndrewHuygen

The first “Despicable Me” 
flick was a pleasant enough 
diversion, but the only thing 
that necessitated a sequel was 
the towering box office gross. 
“Despicable Me 2” is more of 
the same — a silly, entertain-
ing bit of cotton candy whose 
predictable plot is salvaged by 
Steve Carell’s manic, memora-
ble voice acting and a surpris-
ingly adept sense of humor.

Picking up where “Despi-
cable Me” left off, the sequel 
finds the formerly villainous 
Gru (Carell) happily being 
a single father to Agnes (El-
sie Fisher), Margo (Miranda 
Cosgrove) and Edith (Dana 
Gaier). However, an upcom-
ing Mothers’ Day pageant 
drives home how much the 
girls could use a woman in 
their lives, a situation which 
happily coincides with the 
arrival of Lucy (Kristen 
Wiig), an agent for the Anti-
Villain League, who recruits 
Gru to help save the world.

The film’s first goal is to 
make its audience laugh, and 
it certainly succeeds there. 
While the first “Despicable Me” 
leaned a bit too heavily on the 
trio of young girls for its jokes 
(and heart), the sequel gives 
everyone a chance to shine. 
Carell gives a strong, heartfelt 
vocal performance, and plays 
wonderfully off the always-
hilarious Wiig. Gru’s endless 
supply of minions is another 
reliable source of comedy, fully 
embodying the film’s adoles-
cent sense of humor with their 
nonsensical way of speaking 
and constant titters and giggles.

Although the film never 
fails to elicit chuckles, is that 

enough? “Despicable Me 2” is 
predictable to a fault, color-
ing firmly inside the lines of 
what you’d expect from this 
sort of film, and it doesn’t 
even try to surprise the audi-
ence. The film is structured as 
something of a mystery, with 
Gru trying to track down a 
supervillain, but the film only 
bothers to pay attention to 
one suspect, making it pretty 
clear how things will unfold. 
Slightly more troubling is the 
slightly casual racism with 
which the film approaches its 
villain, who is little more than 
a stereotype in a funny mask.

“Despicable Me 2” is, just 
like the first, a flighty and fun 
trifle that more or less dissi-
pates the minute the credits 
roll. The film’s saving grace is 
its strong comedic backbone, 
and it’s a smart move to give 
Gru’s minions their own film, 
a spinoff that’s teased in the 
closing credits. While the cast 
is game and very funny, and 
“Despicable Me 2” is never 
boring, it’s also never par-
ticularly engaging, content to 
let its plot play out with little 
creativity or surprise.

MOVIE REVIEW | ‘DESPICABLE ME’

Sequel delivers humor 
but lacks creative plot

By Alex Williams
@AlexWilliamsdt

ANDREW HUYGEN 
Daily Texan Staff

A contender in 
the “Halo 4” 

Global Champi-
onship competes 

in a qualifying 
round at Rooster 

Teeth Expo on 
Friday afternoon. 

Rooster Teeth 
hosted game 

developers, 
industry talent 

and Internet 
celebrities at 

RTX this previous 
weekend at the 
Austin Conven-

tion Center.  

DESPICABLE ME 2

Director: Pierre Coffin, 
Chris Renaud
Genre: Comedy
Run time: 98 minutes
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HOUSING RENTAL

370 Unf. Apts.

NOW PRE-LEAS-
ING IN HYDE PARK
Located at 600 E. 53rd, The Elms 
has 1, 2 & 3 bedroom apart-
ments available for Summer or 
Fall move-in! This 2-story apart-
ment community includes a 
swimming pool, BBQ area, and 
on-site laundry.

July Pricing:

1 BR/1 BA: $850

2 BR/1 BA: $1,150

2 BR/2 BA: $1,250

3 BR/1 BA: $1,500

Call: 512-222-5332 or email: 
elms@512realty.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

560 Public Notice
PRE LAW STUDENTS- Executive 
Vice President from LSAC and 
colleagues from Admissions 
will answer your questions. 
See:prelawexperts.com 

EMPLOYMENT

790 Part Time
BARTENDING! $300/DAY PO-
TENTIAL

No experience necessary. Train-
ing available. Age 18+. 800-965-
6520 ext. 113 

COMPUTER ASSISTANT 
NEEDED Photos, email. 2 hrs/
week - fl exible. 10 Minutes from 
campus. $14/hr. Resumes to 
frandle@austin.rr.com. 512-477-
9090 

800 General Help Wanted
THESIS HELP-- Web research-
er gathers info, all you do is 
write-student rates! www(dot)
copyresearcher(dot)net 

810 Offi ce-Clerical
OFFICE ACCOUNTING REP / 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT NEED-
ED

We are looking for an Offi ce As-
sistant. Duties include greeting 
clients, answering phones, and 
routing mail, data entry and re-
trieve, scheduling and calender 
maintenance, Ideal candidates 
will have proven customer ser-
vice skills in an administrative 
setting and experience with Mi-
crosoft Offi ce applications email 
resumes to jayjay12_odessa@
ymail.com IF INTERESTED 

 

900 Domestic-Household
HOUSE KEEPER NEEDED A very 
kind and honest person. Be-
cause am a very nice and honest 
person I promise to pay $ 700.00 
per week. Contact Me At: roger.
leefehr@aol.com 

BUSINESS

930 Business Opportunities
EARN EXTRA MONEY Help peo-
ple save on electric bills. Low 
startup, residual income, PT: 
paxpower.whyambitworks.com 

790 Part Time790 Part Time790 Part Time

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney’s fees resulting from 
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. 
All ad copy  must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or 
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.
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AD RUNS 

ONLINE FOR 

FREE!
word ads only

Men and Postmenopausal or  
Surgically Sterile Women

18 to 55
Up to $4800

Healthy & Non-Smoking
BMI between 18 and 30

Wed. 24 Jul. through Mon. 29 Jul.
Thu. 8 Aug. through Mon. 12 Aug.

Thu. 22 Aug. through Mon. 26 Aug.
Thu. 5 Sep. through Mon. 9 Sep.

Outpatient Visit: 20 Sep.

Men and Women
18 to 55

Up to $3000
Healthy & Non-Smoking 
BMI between 19 and 29

Fri. 26 Jul. through Mon. 29 Jul.
Fri. 2 Aug. through Mon. 5 Aug.
Fri. 9 Aug. through Mon. 12 Aug.

Men and Women
18 to 55

Up to $2000
Healthy & Non-Smoking 
BMI between 18 and 34

Weigh between 110 and 220 lbs.
Fri. 26 Jul. through Mon. 29 Jul.
Fri. 2 Aug. through Mon. 5 Aug. 

Outpatient Visit: 12 Aug.

PPD Study 
Opportunities

PPD conducts medically supervised research studies to help 
evaluate new investigational medications.  PPD has been 
conducting research studies in Austin for more than 25 
years.  The qualifications for each study are listed below.  You 
must be available to remain in our facility for all dates listed 
for a study to be eligible.  Call today for more information.

512-462-0492 • ppdi.com
text “ppd” to 48121 to receive study information

WATCH FOR 
THE

DAILY TEXAN
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Summer 2013.
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you saw it 
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Across
  1 Wood for a 

chest
  6 Holy Land
10 TV’s Dr. ___
14 Love, Italian-

style
15 “Dies ___” 

(Latin hymn)
16 Gossipy Barrett
17 Unseen 

purchase
19 Like custard 

and meringue
20 Writer Wiesel
21 Long, long time
22 – – –
24 Transparent, 

informally
26 “___ Mio”
27 Greet with a 

honk
29 Reeves of “The 

Matrix”
32 Holy wars
35 Drag behind, as 

a trailer
37 Designer Saint 

Laurent
38 Made in ___ 

(garment label)

39 You can’t make 
a silk purse out 
of it, they say

42 Before, 
poetically

43 Actress Moore 
of “Ghost”

45 Tell a whopper
46 Buzz and bleep
48 Daniel 

who wrote 
“Robinson 
Crusoe”

50 Drive-in server
52 How to sign a 

contract
54 Ambassador’s 

helper
58 Birthplace of  

St. Francis
60 African 

antelope
61 Part that wags
62 Big name in 

crackers
63 Like some 

wasteful 
government 
spending

66 Toward shelter, 
nautically

67 Asia’s 
diminished ___ 
Sea

68 John ___ 
(tractor maker)

69 Physiques
70 Words before 

and after “or 
not”

71 Attach, as a 
button

Down
  1 Bullfighters 

wave them
  2 Writer Zola
  3 Cowherd’s stray
  4 Short operatic 

song
  5 Stimpy’s bud
  6 Like some 

detachable 
linings

  7 What 
bodybuilders 
pump

  8 Wood for a 
chest

  9 Essentials
10 “Blue Suede 

Shoes” singer
11 Ecstatic state, 

informally
12 “Bus Stop” 

playwright
13 Puts down, as 

tile
18 Spray can
23 Just fine
25 Mortar troughs
26 Great Plains 

tribe
28 Floundering
30 Stereotypical 

techie
31 Applications
32 Naomi or 

Wynonna of 
country music

33 “Got it!”
34 Clumsy
36 Laundry basin

40 Lighted part of 
a candle

41 Part of a plant 
or tooth

44 Becomes 
charged, as the 
atmosphere

47 Stuck, with 
no way to get 
down

49 Sue Grafton’s 
“___ for 
Evidence”

51 Really bug
53 Barely bite,  

as someone’s 
heels

55 Rod who was a 
seven-time A.L. 
batting champ

56 Prefix with 
-glyphics

57 “The ___ 
DeGeneres 
Show”

58 Many an Iraqi

59 Corn Belt tower

60 Seize

64 Spanish gold

65 What TV 
watchers often 
zap

puzzle by john lampkin

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit 
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit 
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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