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UPHOLSTERED FOOTSTOOL

Lila B, Dickerson
Extonsion Specialist in Homs Hanagemaent and Home Furnishings

Re-upholetering of urniture rogquircs time end paticnce, The article to be
upholstered gnould have a strong frame to make the work worthwhils,

“aking e footatosl is an excellent'way to learn tho various stops in unholster~
ing. Tho rrinciples loarned can be ussd to re-urholster punces and simple chairs,
The Footstocl ie also a convenignt artiocle to have in the homs.

Togln and Matorioals for Moking Footstool

Hammer, medium sized Webbing strotcher

Tack puller Teo pick (uwse as regulator)

Strong sharp scisgsors Upholstering needics {é=inch mattress needlo)
Hand drill (4=inch upholstery neodls)
Pliors Plano for finighing stool legs

Serow driver Sand paper

Luzber Noededs <2 boards 1 inch x 4 inches, 18 inches long;
2 boards 1 inch x 4 inches, 12 inches long;
4 boards 2 inches x 2 inchss, 8 inches long for tho legs
6 peat svringa, No, 2 (8 inches)
Upholstererts Tackss No. 4 éfor muslia);
Ne, & (for burlap and webbing);
No, 12 (for twing)
8 wood screws, 1# inchea
28 finishing nails (2} inches)
4 yds, seaming cord
1 lb, horseheir for padding
Upholstery pins
Cardboard (medium weipht)
Upholatery material for cutside cover
Tape moogure ‘
. Pancil
4 yda, cording ‘ gy A L
2 1/3 yds. webbing
Closely woven burlap sack (cover for springs)
Foed sack or unbleachcd muslin {cover for padding)
4+ 1b, folted upholstory cotion
Jute twine for tying springs
¥attress twine for sowing springs end padding
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Hakine Framg

Make a rectangle of the 4 boards (1 inch x
4 inches), putting the 18=-inch ones on the outside.
Use three finishing nails at each corner, The frame
will wmeasure 1& inches x 14 inches.

The legs arc nailed into ecach corner., A wood
scrow 1 inches long is added on each gide to make
tae footstool strong.,

If tho legs are to bec shaped and finished, it
should be done hefore thoy gere nailod into place.
(For finishing sec circular Mo, 107,)

Figurc 1 gives details of the frame-work con-
struction,

Fige 1 N\ .
Frumo for Footdtool

Placing Webbing

B N
The webbing is nailed to the under sidc of the frame, \\ L S W
two strips lengthwise and threc strips crosswise. Ths ' % B

center crosswise strip is placed first. One inch of the
frec end of the uncut webbing is allowed to extend hteyond
the framc edge. Tack the webbing to the center of the
rail with 4 of the No, 8 tacks., The inch of webbing is \
then turncd back over the {first row of tacks zanzd 5 No. 8 -
tacks are added. (See Fig. 2.) Be sure that the fold of \\\\-!..
webbing dozs not extend to the outer cdse of the frame. N

Fig. 2

The wabbing stretcher is used to stretch the
webbing tightly acroass the frame, Place the smooth
end of the strotcher against the side of the frame
dircetly beneath the webbing, Push tho webbing
over the nails in the stretcher, then push down
until the webbing is taut, Nail in place with 4
No, 7 tacks. WNext cut the webbing off onc inch
from the tuck; fold back over the tacks and fasten
with 5 tacks, (F'ig. 3) The two remeining cross-
wise strips are placed on cither side of the center
band and fastencd in exactly the seme manner,

The tiwo lengthwise strips of webbing are woven through
the crogswise strips before the loosc end is attached, The
spacing hetwoen the lengthwise strips should correspond to
that of the crosswise strips. (See Fig. 4.)

~Attaching Springs

A spring is placed at the center of cach intersection
of the webbing with the loose wire at the top turned toward
the inside,
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To fasten the springs to the webbing use the G=ineh matiress necdle 2nd o long
double strand of the mattrcgs twinc, Eack spring is ascued in four placcs, Thc
stitching is so arrangod that the throads procoed from once spring to the noext with-
out brcaking.

To stert the sewing, begin on the bottom with the spring in *the right hand
corner. Pull the ncedle through tiic webbhing lemving a short loosc ¢nd on the under
sidu. For the nult stitch push the ncedle throuoh the webbing vory close to the
~samc vire but on the opposite side; drow the uhmad through, The thread is again

drawn up through the woblting slightly to onc side of the

~- - First stitch, Thc locse ond on the bottom is then tied
7{’-.5\--‘-* RGN with a squarc knot around the last thread, Again put the
{ { f} needle down through the webbing, making o cross over the
ﬁ; ) 412}5%‘ vira, Pull the thread through and proceed to the next
I /f ’ stiteh., Continue, making four "crosses" on thc botton side
\nlﬂf<' Fig. 5 of cach spring, Go from spring to spring without cutting

the thread., Tic ends of thread togother when neccsuoary to
add morc,

Heavy jute or upholstery twine is used to tie the springs. The length of toi
nacded for cach row is approximately itwice tho longth from one side of the frame
aeross the top of tho springs to the opvosgite side of the frame, The springs arc
ticd lengthwise, erosswisc, and diagonally,

Next partially drive two No. 12 tacks into thoe center
of the top rail in line with the middle of ocach row of
springs but far encugh apart for two strands of the jute
twine to pass between. Sec Fig. 6.

For tying tho springs, begin with the
middl> rovr of springs., To fusten the twine
to the tacks, form a2 bight in the trine
--- zbout one inch from th= end and lay it
- betweon the twe tacks, (Soo Fig., 7-A,)
Fold tho bight back over the tacks to form
2 loop over cach tack, (Wig. 7-B) Draw the
twine teut and nail the tocks dovn.

Procscding in the direction away from the worker, press the
first spring domm with the pelm of the left hand until the spring
is about onc inch above the frame, Hold in this nocition, being
sure thz spring is sreet, With the right kaad, pass the free end
of the tirine over the top wire next to the frame, bring bzck under
tne wire and to thf loft of the twine micviously fastened with

the tacks, (Pig., 8-4) Pull tightly but koep the spring crect,

Held the tW1nc in oluace with the thumb of *he left hand, Again

rasa the free end of the twins over the same coil and to the

r¢ght lesving o loop of &mine bohind the virc, Bring the twine

under the V*rﬁz-xﬁ through the loop, (Fig, 8-E) Pull tho tuine
tirhtly and ey from the worksr, (Fig. 3-0)

Strateh the twineneross the top of the gpring and make tho
same lnot on the opposite side of the coil, Continue across the
row of gsprings, tying thom in sxactly the same mﬂnnar. Fhen- the
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serings in tho »7 are all tlaod, fasicn the
cnd of ths Loine o the two tacks proviously
placed in the frame, To tiz the twine, Fold
thy orings in pesiticn with iho richt hond,
A B pull the tuwino between the tucks and cround
Fig. 9 the tsck on the left (sec iMig. $-A). Hold in
place and drive tho tack dowm, To finisb ih:
knot, hold thc twine in the loft band tut placed botween the taeks, make an outviard
tuist with the right hand to meke & similar loop over the socond tack, Pull fightly
2nd drive the tick down (Fig. 9-R). ’

Proceed in tho samo manner tying all springs,
crosaswise, lengthwise, and dizgonalliy. For the finel
diagonals, tie svery wire and every cord passcd over,
(Fig. 10) Whon the tying is finished, tho top of the
stool should have a slightly rounded appearance with
sach spring standing ercct.,

§
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Covering Springs

Aftor the springs ero tiod, they are covered with a plece of closcly woven
burlap that has becn cut to mezswro 2C inches by 30 inches. Lay the burlap cvenly
over the springs, draw tightly enough to be amooth, tack down with No. 3 tacks necar
the outside edge of the top, Thers will be 6 inches of burlap hanging on 2ll sides.
Thic will be used for making the roll,

Sewing Cover Yo Springs

LrsSrre e . The burlap is soewed to cach spring in
/ S SN Y 4?i3 ~ four places, Use a curved upholstery needle
% LI ¥ ! cend waxed mattross twine.
! \ .
% i 7
} -7 To sew the burlap to the springs, put
L e LA the nocdle down through the burlap, under the
» & : A ‘; f i top wire of the spring, snd up through tho
L - a—a / burlap, Tie a knot at each stiteh as illus=-
N g ® Y trated in Fig, 1l=-4, Continue in this
2 71 !-; manncr uatil 211 the springs are tied,
B 1_~7;._~u Py -\ Procaed ficor spring to spring without bresk-
‘ . " i ¥ ing the thresd., Fig. 11-B.
D T -

\-\, -ANE/’/-*

Fig., 11

Padding IFoctotool

The sharp edge of the rail is padded by
making an even firm roll arouad the top. Arrenge horschair, which has been pulied
and fluffed, around the cdge of the stocl. Roll
the six-inch edge of burlap over the hair in such
a manner &8 to make an even firm roll, Pin to hold
in place. At the corners, mitor the burlap uand
adjust the padding to zake this portion of the roll
the some aize as that on the gides., Scw with curved
needle ond mattress twine on the inside of the roll,
The stitehes arce taken through the roll and scwed to
the burlasp covering the springs, (Fig. 12)
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Whan the roll is eompleted, the top is padded with horschair that has boen
fluffed, Lay evenly over the burlap in the center of the stool, just covoring the
outcr roll, This padding should be thick enough so thet the sorings cannot be felt
through it. To prevent this padding from slipsing, it is seued to the burlan cover-
ing the sorings with a curved upholstory necdle ond mattress twine,

Mext, place a layer of upholstercrt!s cotton over the horsehair, Be. sure the
surfacc is smooth,

Covering Padding

Lay = firm piccc of muslin over the padding.
Draw this covering quite tight and tack to tho sides
of the framc about onc inch from tho top. Tack first
in the middle of ezch sidec and then in either direction
tovard the corners, Be sure that the threcads of the
materinl run straight with the lines of the frame,
Pull out &1l fullness at the corner to give a smooth,
rouwnded top., Fig, 13,

After the muslin cover has been tacked in place
it should be trimmed evenly below the tacks,

Outside Coveringz
The material sclected for the outside coveringz should bes
l. Firm and closely woven for durability.
2, Sunfast,
3. Similar in texturc to the other matsrials used in room,
4. Hormonious with color scheme of the room,

For the outsidc covering, measure a pisce of the material thet will extend one
ineh over the pndding cover. OCut and pin in plece, Tack with No, 4 tacks, beginning
in tho corter of the sides of the frame and working toward the corncrs. Small plesats
are made 2t the corners to take cars of the fullness.

A piece of czble cord long 2nough to go around the frame is covercd with a 2-
inch strin of the outside covering meterial or with a similur material in a harmo-
nizing color, This finished cording is placed eround the stool =iith the cord at the

&
top cdge of the board and with the cut edge of the matsrial dovm, Pin in place,
then ser with a evrved ncedlo and heavy duty sewing thiread using a blind stitch,

S
.
1

For thc bard around the frame, cub a strip of the upholstery material 2 inches
lonzsr than the distonce arcund the stoel end 2 inches widcr than the width of the
sidos, Meks an inch scam, Put this band arouad the stool with the wrong side out,
The lower raw cdge is in line with the edge of the cable cord covering. The scam
in the baad should bhe placed ot 2 corner, Pin in place.




After basting, turn the raw edges under the lower

.-{‘.. -6-

Next, place a l=inch strip of jlight=-weight cord=
hoard over the cdge of the band and nush tightly
against the lovor side of the cord, Tack at intervals
of one inch, slishtly bolow the upper edge of the
cardboard strip., TFig. l4.

Place a thin layer of cotton padding wide enough
to extend from the top of the cardboard strip to the
bottom of the framo., Turn bund of upholstery material
down over the cotton padding. Baste another row of
covered cording, which is made exactly as the first
one to tie bard in linc with the lower odge of the
framo, '

dgoc of the freme, Tack in

place on the under side of the frame, being sure that the cord is exactly at the

base of the frame, The covering should fit smoothly.

Attaching Lining On Bottom Of Steool I i
Cut a picee of dark cambric or muslin 16 inchos by =

20 inches, Measure in 2 incheg from each cormer. Fig, 15-A,

On the cambric draw four squarcs the size of legs, Fig. 15=B.

Cut the opening for the leps diagonally. (Check to be surc

these operings are placed corrcctly before cutting.) Fit "

over the lege and onto the bottom of the stool., Turn all raw %

cdges to the wrong side, Tack this lining in place or sew '

it on with & curved necdle,
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