
TURUN YLIOPISTON JULKAISUJA –  ANNALES UNIVERSITATIS TURKUENSIS

SARJA - SER. B OSA  - TOM. 480  | HUMANIORA | TURKU 2019

THE ASIA-EUROPE
PARLIAMENTARY

PARTNERSHIP
 Empowerment, Norms and Accountability

Silja Keva





TURUN YLIOPISTON JULKAISUJA –  ANNALES UNIVERSITATIS TURKUENSIS
SARJA - SER. B OSA  - TOM. 480  | HUMANIORA | TURKU 2019

Silja Keva

THE ASIA-EUROPE
PARLIAMENTARY

PARTNERSHIP
Empowerment, Norms and Accountability



Supervised by

Lauri Paltemaa, Professor
Department of Philosophy, Contemporary
History and Political Science
Centre for East Asian Studies
University of Turku, Finland

University of Turku 

Faculty of Social Sciences,
Department of Philosophy, Contemporary 
History and Political Science
Centre for East Asian Studies

Reviewed by

Juha Saunavaara, Assistant Professor, 
Docent
Hokkaido University, Japan

Hanna Ojanen, Docent
University of Helsinki, Finland

Opponent

Juha Saunavaara, Assistant Professor, 
Docent
Hokkaido University, Japan

The originality of this publication has been checked in accordance 
with the University of Turku quality assurance system using the Turnitin 
OriginalityCheck service.

ISBN 978-951-29-7711-6 (PRINT)
ISBN 978-951-29-7712-3 (PDF)
ISSN 0082-6987 (Print)
ISSN 2343-3191 (Online)
Grano Oy - Turku, Finland 2019

TURUN YLIOPISTO 
Yhteiskuntatieteellinen tiedekunta 
Filosofian, poliittisen historian ja valtio-opin laitos 
Itä-Aasian tutkimus- ja koulutuskeskus 
KEVA, SILJA: Aasian ja Euroopan parlamentaarinen kumppanuus: 
voimaantuminen, normit ja tilivelvollisuus 
Väitöskirja, 210 s. 
Yhteiskunta- ja käyttäytymistieteiden tohtoriohjelma 
Kesäkuu 2019 



TURUN YLIOPISTO 
Yhteiskuntatieteellinen tiedekunta 
Filosofian, poliittisen historian ja valtio-opin laitos 
Itä-Aasian tutkimus- ja koulutuskeskus 
KEVA, SILJA: Aasian ja Euroopan parlamentaarinen kumppanuus: 
voimaantuminen, normit ja tilivelvollisuus 
Väitöskirja, 210 s. 
Yhteiskunta- ja käyttäytymistieteiden tohtoriohjelma 
Kesäkuu 2019 



UNIVERSITY OF TURKU 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
Department of Philosophy, Contemporary History and Political Science 
Centre for East Asian Studies 
KEVA, SILJA: The Asia-Europe Parliamentary Partnership: Empowerment, 
norms, and accountability 
Doctoral Dissertation, 210 pp. 
Doctoral Programme of Social and Behavioural Sciences 
June 2019 

Acknowledgements 



UNIVERSITY OF TURKU 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
Department of Philosophy, Contemporary History and Political Science 
Centre for East Asian Studies 
KEVA, SILJA: The Asia-Europe Parliamentary Partnership: Empowerment, 
norms, and accountability 
Doctoral Dissertation, 210 pp. 
Doctoral Programme of Social and Behavioural Sciences 
June 2019 

Acknowledgements 



List of Abbreviations 



List of Abbreviations 



List of Figures and Tables 



List of Figures and Tables 



List of ASEP Meetings List of Original Publications 

 

  



List of ASEP Meetings List of Original Publications 

 

  



Contents
Acknowledgements 5

List of Abbreviations 7

List of Figures and Tables 9

List of ASEP Meetings 10

List of Original Publications 11

1 Introduction 14

1.6.1 Methodological approach 26
1.6.2 Methods and data 27

2 Conceptual Framework 36

2.1.1 Parliaments, congresses, diets, etc. 37
2.1.2 Three levels of engagement in international affairs 39
2.1.3 Through domestic channels 41
2.1.4 Through parliamentary diplomacy 42
2.1.5 Through international parliamentary institutions 

(IPIs) 45
2.1.6 Definitions of IPIs - ASEP as an IPI 46

2.3.1 What are norms and norm diffusion? 52
2.3.2 Normative power 56
2.3.3 Parliamentarians and norm diffusion 60
2.3.4 Case Japan: norms and foreign policy 62

2.4.1 What is the democratic deficit? 72
2.4.2 Democratic deficit debate in Asia 75
2.4.3 ASEM’s democratic deficit 77

2.4.4 Democratic deficit and IPIs 78
2.4.5 Accountability and participation beyond national 

level 79

3 Overview of the Included Articles 84

4 Discussion on ASEP’s Functions 90

4.2.1 Diffusion of parliamentary norms 94
4.2.2 European Parliament and normative power 96
4.2.3 Japanese parliamentarians as norm-appropriate 

representatives of Japan? 100
4.2.4 Could ASEP be a normative actor? 106

4.3.1 ASEP and ASEM – broader participation? 107
4.3.2 ASEP and ASEM – better accountability? 110

5 Conclusions: Where is ASEP Now? 113

6 Bibliography 117

7 Appendix 134

8 Original Publications 136



Contents
Acknowledgements 5

List of Abbreviations 7

List of Figures and Tables 9

List of ASEP Meetings 10

List of Original Publications 11

1 Introduction 14

1.6.1 Methodological approach 26
1.6.2 Methods and data 27

2 Conceptual Framework 36

2.1.1 Parliaments, congresses, diets, etc. 37
2.1.2 Three levels of engagement in international affairs 39
2.1.3 Through domestic channels 41
2.1.4 Through parliamentary diplomacy 42
2.1.5 Through international parliamentary institutions 

(IPIs) 45
2.1.6 Definitions of IPIs - ASEP as an IPI 46

2.3.1 What are norms and norm diffusion? 52
2.3.2 Normative power 56
2.3.3 Parliamentarians and norm diffusion 60
2.3.4 Case Japan: norms and foreign policy 62

2.4.1 What is the democratic deficit? 72
2.4.2 Democratic deficit debate in Asia 75
2.4.3 ASEM’s democratic deficit 77

2.4.4 Democratic deficit and IPIs 78
2.4.5 Accountability and participation beyond national 

level 79

3 Overview of the Included Articles 84

4 Discussion on ASEP’s Functions 90

4.2.1 Diffusion of parliamentary norms 94
4.2.2 European Parliament and normative power 96
4.2.3 Japanese parliamentarians as norm-appropriate 

representatives of Japan? 100
4.2.4 Could ASEP be a normative actor? 106

4.3.1 ASEP and ASEM – broader participation? 107
4.3.2 ASEP and ASEM – better accountability? 110

5 Conclusions: Where is ASEP Now? 113

6 Bibliography 117

7 Appendix 134

8 Original Publications 136



1 Introduction 

1.1 ASEP - Twenty years of parliamentary dialogue 



1 Introduction 

1.1 ASEP - Twenty years of parliamentary dialogue 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



1.2 Structure of the dissertation 



1.2 Structure of the dissertation 



1.3 Research gap 



1.3 Research gap 







1.4 Research questions 

1.5 How are the articles interlinked?  



1.4 Research questions 

1.5 How are the articles interlinked?  



1.6 Methodology, methods and data 

1.6.1 Methodological approach 

1.6.2 Methods and data 



1.6 Methodology, methods and data 

1.6.1 Methodological approach 

1.6.2 Methods and data 















1.7 Limitations of the research 



1.7 Limitations of the research 



2 Conceptual Framework 

2.1 Parliamentary engagement in international affairs  

2.1.1 Parliaments, congresses, diets, etc. 



2 Conceptual Framework 

2.1 Parliamentary engagement in international affairs  

2.1.1 Parliaments, congresses, diets, etc. 



2.1.2 Three levels of engagement in international affairs 



2.1.2 Three levels of engagement in international affairs 



2.1.3 Through domestic channels 



2.1.3 Through domestic channels 



2.1.4 Through parliamentary diplomacy  



2.1.4 Through parliamentary diplomacy  



2.1.5 Through international parliamentary institutions (IPIs) 



2.1.5 Through international parliamentary institutions (IPIs) 



2.1.6 Definitions of IPIs - ASEP as an IPI 



2.1.6 Definitions of IPIs - ASEP as an IPI 







2.2 IPIs empowering parliamentarians 



2.2 IPIs empowering parliamentarians 



2.3 IPIs as organisational platforms for norm diffusion 

2.3.1 What are norms and norm diffusion? 



2.3 IPIs as organisational platforms for norm diffusion 

2.3.1 What are norms and norm diffusion? 







2.3.2 Normative power 



2.3.2 Normative power 







2.3.3 Parliamentarians and norm diffusion  



2.3.3 Parliamentarians and norm diffusion  



2.3.4 Case Japan: norms and foreign policy 



2.3.4 Case Japan: norms and foreign policy 



















2.4 IPIs and the democratic deficit in global governance - 
accountability and participation? 

2.4.1 What is the democratic deficit? 



2.4 IPIs and the democratic deficit in global governance - 
accountability and participation? 

2.4.1 What is the democratic deficit? 



2.4.2 Democratic deficit debate in Asia 



2.4.2 Democratic deficit debate in Asia 



2.4.3 ASEM’s democratic deficit 



2.4.3 ASEM’s democratic deficit 



2.4.4 Democratic deficit and IPIs 

2.4.5 Accountability and participation beyond national level 



2.4.4 Democratic deficit and IPIs 

2.4.5 Accountability and participation beyond national level 











3 Overview of the Included Articles  

3.1 Article 1: Asia-Europe parliamentary dialogue 
 – strong economics, strong politics but what value? 



3 Overview of the Included Articles  

3.1 Article 1: Asia-Europe parliamentary dialogue 
 – strong economics, strong politics but what value? 



3.2 Article 2: ASEM and the people’s involvement  
– a focus on the Asia-Europe Parliamentary Partnership 
(ASEP) 



3.2 Article 2: ASEM and the people’s involvement  
– a focus on the Asia-Europe Parliamentary Partnership 
(ASEP) 



3.3 Article 3: Japan in the Asia-Europe parliamentary 
dialogue: domestic actors on the international stage 



3.3 Article 3: Japan in the Asia-Europe parliamentary 
dialogue: domestic actors on the international stage 



4 Discussion on ASEP’s Functions 



4 Discussion on ASEP’s Functions 



4.1 ASEP as a forum for parliamentary dialogue and 
empowerment 



4.1 ASEP as a forum for parliamentary dialogue and 
empowerment 



4.2 ASEP as an organizational platform for norm diffusion 

4.2.1 Diffusion of parliamentary norms 



4.2 ASEP as an organizational platform for norm diffusion 

4.2.1 Diffusion of parliamentary norms 



4.2.2 European Parliament and normative power 



4.2.2 European Parliament and normative power 







4.2.3 Japanese parliamentarians as norm-appropriate representatives of 
Japan? 



4.2.3 Japanese parliamentarians as norm-appropriate representatives of 
Japan? 



ō



ō







4.2.4 Could ASEP be a normative actor? 

4.3 ASEP and the democratic deficit in ASEM 

4.3.1 ASEP and ASEM – broader participation? 



4.2.4 Could ASEP be a normative actor? 

4.3 ASEP and the democratic deficit in ASEM 

4.3.1 ASEP and ASEM – broader participation? 







4.3.2 ASEP and ASEM – better accountability?  



4.3.2 ASEP and ASEM – better accountability?  



5 Conclusions: Where is ASEP Now? 



5 Conclusions: Where is ASEP Now? 







6 Bibliography 



6 Bibliography 



̌



̌



”



”



̄ ̄



̄ ̄











̌



̌



ū



ū



̌



̌



7 Appendix 

Japanese Delegations to ASEP, 1996 -2016 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



7 Appendix 

Japanese Delegations to ASEP, 1996 -2016 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



ISBN 978-951-29-7711-6 (PRINT)
ISBN 978-951-29-7712-3 (PDF)

ISSN 0082-6987 (Print)
ISSN 2343-3191 (Online)

Gr
an

o 
O

y, 
Tu

rk
u 

, F
in

la
nd

  2
01

9


	Blank Page



