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Abstract: The English for Specific Academic Purposes (ESAP) competencies of ESL practitioners
teaching at Malaysian engineering and technical (MTUN) universities is vital in ensuring quality learning
and teaching of language and communication skills at the institutions. In understanding the necessity of
the competencies, this study aims to explore the challenges faced by the practitioners teaching the skills.
The study comprised data gathered from a survey on the practitioners and semi structured interviews of
the experts in technical and engineering fields. Findings from both quantitative and qualitative inquiries
on the practitioners and experts revealed several challenges; therefore, the necessity of wider knowledge
and understanding of ESAP in teaching the context became the prevalent competency for the practitioners
in overcoming the challenges. The practitioners’ competency was substantially indispensable because it
could affect their learners’ interest in learning the skills as well as in understanding the content subject.
The challenges faced by the practitioners call for a specific professional development training to elevate
their status and recognition. Subsequently, it implicates the need for the institutions and local quality
agencies to review and specify the requirement and guideline for ESL practitioners teaching the skills in
a specific academic technical and engineering context.

Keyword: English for Specific Academic Purposes, practitioners, competency, technical and
engineering

Corresponding author:

Nor Yazi binti Hj Khamis

Universiti Malaysia Pahang

Centre for Modern Languages & Human Sciences
26600 Pekan

Pahang

012203 9112 | 09 4242 6831
nyazi@ump.edu.my



https://core.ac.uk/display/211030645?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

