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Synopsis The valence electrons of fullerenes may be regarded as spherical distributions with a finite width of
a jellium-like potential giving rise to collective motions of this orange peel electron cloud. They cause strong
enhancement of the photoionization cross section, a resonant behavior phenomenon know as plasmon excitations.
The number and characteristic features of these excitations will be discussed.

Since the discovery of the C60 molecule in
1985 many studies have been performed to inves-
tigate its fundamental properties. These prop-
erties are mainly driven by its unique molecu-
lar structure like its spherical shell. One of the
important characteristics of this molecule is the
collective response of its valence electron cloud to
electromagnetic radiation. This collective behav-
ior gives rise to the occurrence of the giant dipole
resonance a surface plasmon in the absorption
spectrum centered around 20 eV, which has been
analyzed theoretically by various authors. In
addition, our photoionization cross-section mea-
surements reveal a resonance near 40 eV, a vol-
ume plasmon analogous to observations made for
C60 ions which may be regarded as volume plas-
mon [1, 2, 3]. Time-dependent density functional
calculations confirm the collective nature of this
feature as corresponding plasmon excitation. A
third excitation of this kind is predicted but not
experimentally confirmed [4]. Concerning photo-
electron emission, plasmonic excitations are char-

acterized by a particular intensity behavior near
threshold. They follow the threshold behavior
law predicted for the first time by T. Derrah
Thomas [5]. Our measurements of the C60 plas-
mon excitations above the C 1s ionization thresh-
old confirm this law very well and are in unex-
pectedly good agreement with the corresponding
behavior of K-shell satellite excitations in atoms
such as neon [6].
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