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As we begin our sixth year of publishing Pulmonary
Circulation, we are excited about several new developments.
First, we welcome two new Deputy Editors to the editorial
leadership team: Kurt R. Stenmark, MD, and Irene M.
Lang, MD.

Dr. Stenmark is Professor of Pediatrics, Head of the
Division of Pediatric Critical Care Medicine and Director
of the Cardiovascular Pulmonary Research Laboratory at
the University of Colorado Denver (UCD). His clinical and
research interests include immature pulmonary circulation,
hypoxic vascular modeling, and right heart dysfunction. He
has received numerous international honors and awards, sits
on several national and international committees as well as
major grant review committees in the field of lung vascular
pathobiology and pulmonary vascular disease. He currently
serves on the Editorial Board for several noted journals.
Dr. Stenmark has served in the capacity of both Chair of
the Respiratory Integrative Biology and Translational
Research study section of the NIH and Chair of the
Pulmonary Circulation Assembly of the American Thoracic
Society (ATS). He was appointed to the Pulmonary Vascular
Research Institute (PVRI) Steering and Scientific Committee
and serves as the Head of the North American Task Force.
He is the honored recipient of the 2015 Robert F. Grover
Prize from the ATS.

Dr. Irene Lang is a senior staff member at the
Department of Cardiology, and Deputy Chair of the
Department, at the Medical University of Vienna, Vienna,
Austria. She has been Professor of Vascular Biology at the
Medical University of Vienna since 2004, where she leads a
clinical and experimental group in vascular medicine focus-
ing on pulmonary vascular disease and right ventricular
function. Dr. Lang directs an outpatient unit for pulmonary
vascular disease at the Medical University of Vienna. She is
an active interventional and structural cardiologist, and
recently a balloon pulmonary angioplasty interventionist,
as well as being an active researcher. She is past president
of the Austrian Society of Cardiology. Dr. Lang serves
on the Executive Board of the International CTEPH
Association (ICA) whose objectives are to increase aware-
ness for CTEPH (chronic thromboembolic pulmonary
hypertension), foster worldwide collaboration between

CTEPH centers, serve as a platform for surgical centers
and facilitate training in emerging CTEPH centers, as well
as to advance research and education in CTEPH.

Along with the joint Editors-in-Chief and the Senior
Associate Editor, the Deputy Editors will develop and
implement strategies for receiving and publishing a greater
quantity and quality of manuscripts, increasing citations,
and tracking manuscripts through the review process.
Both have already helped expand the pool of reviewers for
the journal.

Second, this is our first issue with our new publisher,
SAGE Publishing. SAGE is the fifth largest journal pub-
lisher in the world and has fifty years of experience publish-
ing journals in Medicine, Science, Technology, Social
Sciences and the Humanities. Pulmonary Circulation will
benefit from their wealth of knowledge and their commit-
ment to scholarship and innovation. SAGE’s online-only
format reflects the changing habits of our readers—most
of you now read the journal on your computers or mobile
devices. SAGE posts articles within two days of accept-
ance as ‘‘Express;’’ thus your work is immediately available
while your paper goes through the final copyediting and
typesetting.

Third, in our next issue, we begin publishing articles in
the new ‘‘Leading Edge Perspectives’’ category. Several pre-
senters at the recent PVRI Annual World Congress inspired
the editors to create this forum for cutting-edge ideas
in basic research and clinical practice. Leading Edge
Perspectives will disseminate new and original lines of think-
ing in basic, translational, clinical and population-science
research of pulmonary vascular disease. Authors are chal-
lenged to go beyond the scope of invited reviews; instead,
these shorter articles will look to the future and present
new and exciting ideas in our field. Some Leading Edge
Perspectives may challenge current dogma and will be con-
sidered for publication based on the scientific merit of pre-
sented. Leading Edge Perspectives will be subject to peer
review. Most articles will be invited, but unsolicited articles
are welcome. Please visit the Submissions Guidelines page to
find out more details: https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/
pulmonary-circulation/journal202599#submission-
guidelines.
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In June 2017, Pulmonary Circulation will receive its first
Impact Factor. Here in our sixth year, we depend on your
help to make the journal succeed. We encourage you to read
the journal, cite articles published in the journal in your
papers, and submit high-quality manuscripts to the journal.
Be sure to tell your trainees and colleagues about Pulmonary
Circulation so they can learn from the articles, and submit
their own research for rapid review and publication.

Finally, we thank all who support the journal—members
of PVRI, editorial board members, authors, reviewers and
readers. You have been a critical part in creating our unique

voice in the world of medical publishing, and we look for-
ward to sharing our exciting future with you!
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