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Ethnobiology is a rapidly growing science, especially in Latin Ulysses Paulino Albuquerque
America. Undoubtedly, growth in this field has many expla- Edwin L. Cooper
nations, including the diversity in the lines of research, the Maria Franco Trindade Medeiros
continuous training of researchers, and the great biological Rémulo Romeu da Nobrega Alves
and cultural diversity in Latin America. This special issue Ana H. Ladio

contains 14 manuscripts covering different approaches in
ethnobiology. We should highlight the fact that most of the
papers are focused on the pharmacological evaluation of
plants or animals used in traditional medical practices.

Of these 14 manuscripts, eight address the evaluation of
the biological activities of medicinal plants, while two eval-
uate the biological activity of a number of animals used for
medicinal purposes in Northeastern Brazil. Additionally, at
least three papers in this special issue explore the relationship
between healthcare and both cultural practices and foods. In
addition, one paper employs a relatively simple approach to
bring attention to the wide variety of medicinal plants that are
used in Brazil, the diversity of which is possibly overestimated
by taxonomic misconceptions.

Thus, we hope that this collection of papers, accom-
panying the annual issue of “Medical Ethnobiology and
Ethnopharmacology in Latin America,” will give our readers
valuable insights into diverse areas of ethnobiology research.
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