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Abstract

Background: B cell malignancies are characterized by clonal expansion of B cells expressing tumor-specific
idiotypes on their surface. These idiotypes are ideal target antigens for an individualized immunotherapy. However,
previous idiotype vaccines mostly lacked efficiency due to a low immunogenicity of the idiotype. The objective of
the present study was the determination of the feasibility, safety and immunogenicity of a novel chemically linked
phage idiotype vaccine.

Methods: In the murine B cell lymphoma 1 model, tumor idiotypes were chemically linked to phage particles used
as immunological carriers. For comparison, the idiotype was genetically expressed on the major phage coat protein

and humoral immune responses were assessed.

after vaccination with chemically linked phage idiotype.

employed idiotype vaccination strategies.

g8 or linked to keyhole limpet hemocynanin. After intradermal immunizations with idiotype vaccines, tolerability

Results: Feasibility and tolerability of the chemically linked phage idiotype vaccine was demonstrated. Vaccination
with B cell lymphoma 1 idiotype expressing phage resulted in a significant survival benefit in the murine B cell
lymphoma 1 protection model (60.2 + 23.8 days vs. 41.8 + 1.6 days and 39.8 + 3.8 days after vaccination with wild
type phage or phosphate buffered saline, respectively). Superior immunogenicity of the chemically linked phage
idiotype vaccine compared to the genetically engineered phage idiotype and keyhole limpet hemocynanin-
coupled idiotype vaccine was demonstrated by significantly higher B cell lymphoma 1 idiotype-specific IgG levels

Conclusion: We present a novel, simple, time- and cost-efficient phage idiotype vaccination strategy, which
represents a safe and feasible therapy and may produce a superior immune response compared to previously

Keywords: Phage idiotype vaccination, B cell lymphoma, Murine BCLT lymphoma model, KLH

Background

Anti-tumor vaccines hold out the prospect of effective
tumor therapies with minimal side effects. A successful
example is the anti-CD20 antibody rituximab acting as
passive vaccination against B cell lymphoma. However, ri-
tuximab targets CD20 in general, thus depleting not only
B cell lymphoma cells but also normal B cells [1]. It is
envisioned that a personalized active vaccination strategy
targeting tumor-specific antigens may evoke an even
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better and more sustained therapeutic response. An ideal
and easily identifiable tumor-specific antigen is the vari-
able region of the clonal immunoglobulin (idiotype, Id)
expressed on the surface of B cell malignancies, being
unique to each neoplastic B cell clone.

The effectiveness of Id vaccines largely depends on a
sufficient immunogenicity of the Id, which represents a
tumor-specific antigen [2], but nevertheless is a self-
protein. For the purpose of provoking immunogenicity, the
Id is usually coupled to a strong immunogenic carrier pro-
tein, such as keyhole limpet hemocyanin (KLH), and co-
administered with immunostimulatory adjuvants, mainly
granulocyte-monocyte colony stimulating factor (GM-CSF)
[3/4]. Despite these procedures, Id-based immunotherapy
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has so far resulted in mostly disappointing clinical out-
comes and clinical phase III studies aimed at obtaining
regulatory approval for Id-KLH vaccines failed to reach
their primary endpoints [5,6]. With the aim of enhancing
the idiotype immunogenicity, we utilized the immunogenic
properties of the filamentous phage, which is more typically
employed in phage display technology as a powerful mo-
lecular tool for antibody engineering [7]. Peptides displayed
on the surface of filamentous phage are able to induce
humoral as well as cell-mediated immune responses [8],
making phage particles an attractive antigen delivery system
[9]. We here present a novel chemically linked phage Id
vaccine characterized by a higher Id density on the phage
surface compared to previously used genetically engineered
phage vaccines.

Methods

Purification of BCL1-IgM

The hybridoma cell line 123 F6 was used as source for
mouse anti-BCL1 IgM (LGC Standards). Cells were kept
in complete Dulbecco’s Modified Eagle Medium with 10%
(v/v) fetal calf serum, 10* IU/ml Penicillin and 10 mg/ml
Streptomycin (Gibco) at 37°C and 5% CO,. Mouse BCL1-
IgM was purified from the supernatant employing protein
A chromatography followed by ion exchange chromatog-
raphy on an AKTA Purifier 10 using Unicorn 4.11 soft-
ware (Amersham Biosciences) with modifications in
accordance with Reichart et al. [10]. Samples (500 pl) were
passed through 0.8 pm and 0.2 pm nitrocellulose filters
and equilibrated with 500 pl 20 mM tetra-sodium diphos-
phate buffer (pH 6.4; Merck, Darmstadt, Germany) at
room temperature for 10 minutes and then bound to a
HiTrap Protein A HP/5 ml column (Amersham Biosci-
ences) equilibrated with binding buffer (100 mM sodium
citrate/150 mM NaCl/pH 6.4; Merck). After removal of
impurities with binding buffer, IgM fractions were eluted
using a pH step gradient (100 mM sodium citrate/
150 mM NaCl/pH 3.5). Samples were collected in tubes
containing 100 ul 1 M Tris/HCl/pH 9.5. The collected
IgM pool was dialyzed against 20 mM Tris/HCl/pH 8.5
and bound to HiTrap Q-HP/5 ml column (Amersham
Biosciences) equilibrated with 20 mM Tris/HCl/pH 8.5.
Samples were eluted with 20 mM Tris/1 M NaCl/pH 8.5
using a linear salt gradient and the paraprotein was dia-
lyzed against phosphate-buffered saline (PBS; Invitrogen,
Karlsruhe, Germany). The purified protein was sterile fil-
tered through a 0.2 pum nitrocellulose; protein concentra-
tion was determined by spectrophotometry at 280 nm.

Preparation of Id vaccines

The preparation of bacteriophages (M13K07, Amersham
Biosciences) at large scale was performed according to
standard methods [11]. For harvesting bacteriophages, the
cell suspension was subjected to centrifugation (15 minutes,
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4°C, 7,000 rpm). The supernatant was transferred to 1/5
volume of 5 x PEG/NaCl solution (20% (w/v) PEG 6,000/
2.5 M NaCl in water) and incubated at 4°C for 2 h to pre-
cipitate bacteriophages. After centrifugation (15 minutes,
4°C, 7,000 rpm), the resulting pellet was suspended in PBS
and centrifuged again (15 minutes, 4°C, 10,000 rpm). The
resulting supernatant was repeatedly precipitated with
PEG/NaCl solution.

Contaminating endotoxins were removed by repeated
two-phase Triton X-114 separation as described previously
[12], resulting in a reduction of endotoxins to a concentra-
tion of < 1 endotoxin unit/ml as determined by the Limulus
Amebocyte Lysate QCL-1000 Assay. The purified bacterio-
phages were passed through a 0.4 um nitrocellulose filter.

Recombinant Id-phage carrying the murine BCL1 Id
protein was produced by phagemid rescue employing
M13 helper phage (M13K07, Amersham Biosciences). The
single-chain variable fragment-BCL1 [13] was fused to the
g8 protein of the M13 phage particle bearing a His tag at
the carboxy-terminus. Subsequently, a phage designated
BCL1-g8 was generated and purified employing the tech-
nologies of Apalexo Biotechnology as described [14].

Chemically linked Id-phage designated BCL1-WT was
generated by coupling purified BCL1 to bacteriophages.
500 pul of a 0.1% (v/v) glutaraldehyde/water solution was
added drop wise to 1.5 ml bacteriophage solution
(50 mg/ml in PBS) during slow vortexing until an Id
protein/phage ratio of 1:10 (w/w) was achieved. The
resulting mixture was incubated for 1 hour at 25°C with
agitation at 1600 rpm. The reaction was stopped by
adding 100 pl 1 M glycine/PBS (w/v) for 1 hour at 25°C
with agitation at 1600 rpm. Samples were dialyzed
against PBS and passed through a 0.4 pum nitro cellulose
filter. Chemically linked BCL1-KLH was generated ac-
cordingly, resulting in a conjugate with an Id/KLH ratio
of 1:10 (w/w).

Mouse vaccinations

Animal experiments were conducted in accordance with
the European Union Laws and Guidelines and were ap-
proved by the local ethics committee (Ethikkomission der
Medizinischen Klinik, Munich University) and govern-
mental authorities (J.-Nr. 211-2531-22/98). Nine week old
BALB/c mice were purchased from Elevage Janvier and
kept under standardized pathogen-free conditions. For
preclinical investigation of phage Id-vaccines, the murine
BCL1 lymphoma model was employed [15].

Firstly, BCL1 tumor cells (LGC Standards) were culti-
vated by injection of 10° BCL1 cells into BALB/c mice in-
traperitoneally. After four weeks, approximately 10° BCL1
tumor cells were harvested from the spleen and were
characterized by flow cytometry and ELISA. Isolated cells
were found to express IgM and lambda light chain,
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whereas surface expression of IgG, 1gG1, IgG2a or kappa
light chains was not detected (data not shown).

Secondly, mice were subcutaneously injected with 10°,
10" or 5 x 10" bacteriophages or 0.25 mg BCLI1-KLH
with or without addition of 20 pg granulocyte-macrophage
colony stimulating factor (GM-CES; Leukomax®, Novartis)
as indicated. Vaccinations were carried out weekly for four
weeks.

Thirdly, for examination of vaccine efficacy, 10> BCL1
tumor cells were administered intraperitoneally at day 7
following the last immunization. After challenge with
tumor cells, the spleen usually becomes infiltrated with
lymphoma cells leading to splenomegaly and mice typic-
ally develop leukemia and die within 35 days of injection
[13,15,16]. Mice were monitored by triweekly physical
examination including the palpatory determination of the
spleen size. Termination criteria were a spleen index > 3
according to Vitetta [17] and signs of distress.

Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA)

Assay plates with 96 wells (Costar®, ImmunoChemistry
Technologies) were coated with the respective capture
antibodies (100 pl/well) at 4°C over night, blocked with
PBS plus 1% (v/v) bovine serum albumin (Sigma Aldrich)
and washed three times with PBS, 0.1% (v/v) Tween 20
(Sigma Aldrich). Sera were added to the wells in PBS dilu-
tions of 1/200 or 1/1000 as indicated. Subsequently, the
plate was incubated for 1 hour at 37°C and washed three
times with PBS plus 0.1% (v/v) Tween 20 before 100 pl of
a 1/1000 PBS-dilution of HRP-conjugated detection anti-
bodies (goat-anti-mouse IgG/IgG1/IgG2a, goat-anti-rat
IgG or rat-anti-mouse IgM/lambda/kappa, Southern Bio-
tech) were added to each well for two hours at 37°C. After
washing three times with PBS, 0.1% (v/v) Tween 20,
100 pl of 2,2"-Azinobis [3-ethylbenzothiazoline-6-sulfonic
acid]-diammonium salt substrate (Thermo Fisher Scien-
tific) was added for 20 minutes before stopping the reac-
tion with 100 pl of 1% (w/v) sodium dodecyl sulfate in
PBS (Merck). Sample concentrations were determined by
spectrophotometry at 405 nm.

Flow cytometry

Flow cytometry analyses were conducted with a Coulter
Epics XL-MCL flow cytometer (Beckman). Control-
Fluorescein isothiocyanate (-FITC), CD4-FITC, Control-
phycoerythrin (-PE), CD8-PE, CD45-FITC, CD3-PE,
CD4-PE, CD19-PE, kappa-FTC, lambda-FITC and IgG-,
IgG1-, IgG2a-, IgM-FITC were purchased from Beckmann
Coulter and Southern Biotech.

Statistics

Data are shown as means +/— standard deviation. Signifi-
cance was declared for p-values < 0.05 as assessed by Stu-
dent’s T-test and log-rank test for survival of mice.
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Results

Determination of the optimal phage dosage

To evaluate the effect of phage dosage with regard to
humoral anti-phage responses that might provide guidance
for determining effective vaccination dosing, mice were
vaccinated weekly with 10'°, 10" or 5 x 10'" phage parti-
cles for 4 weeks and anti-phage IgG responses were evalu-
ated at day 28 after the last vaccination. Phage-specific
antibodies were induced in a dose-dependent manner with
significantly higher IgG levels after application of 5 x 10"
compared to 10" phages (Figure 1A). No differences were
found between 5x 10" BCL1-g8 and wild-type phage.
Considering each IgG isotype IgG1 and IgG2a individually
revealed no significant increase in the isotypes after a
higher dose of the BCL1-g8 vaccine (Figure 1B).

Tumor protection conferred by Id-phage vaccines

In order to explore the feasibility of employing bacterio-
phages in a vaccination strategy in the murine BCL1
lymphoma model, we designed recombinant BCL1-phage
vaccines for use as a potential therapeutic agent. BALB/c
mice (n = 12/group) were vaccinated weekly with 5 x 10"
BCL1-expressing or wild-type bacteriophages (BCL1-g8,
wild-type phage) or PBS. Seven days after the last vaccin-
ation, 10° BCL1 lymphoma cells were injected intraperito-
neally. Survival of mice vaccinated with BCL1-expressing
phage was significantly longer (60.2 + 23.8 days) compared
to mice vaccinated with wild-type bacteriophages serving as
a control (41.8 + 1.6 days) or PBS (39.8 + 3.8 days) (Figure 2;
p <0.05). All animals in the control treatment groups were
deceased by day 45, while 50% of the BCL1-g8 vaccinated
animals were still surviving. A complete tumor protection
(survival without any clinical sign of tumor growth until
the end of the 100 day observation period) was observed in
25% of the BCL-g8 vaccinated mice.

Humoral immune response after vaccination of mice
Anti-phage humoral immune response

We next examined the immunogenic properties of the
phage vaccine with respect to humoral immunity. The in-
duction of phage-specific IgG was compared for wild-type
phages, recombinant BCL1-expressing phages (BCL1-g8)
and wild-type phages chemically coupled to the BCL1 pro-
tein (BCL1-WT). As shown in Figure 3A, mice vaccinated
with either wild-type phage or BCL1-g8 and BCL1-WT re-
vealed similar anti-phage IgG levels with small inter-
individual variations and a trend towards lower IgG levels
after vaccination with BCL1-WT compared to wild type
phage.

To determine the sustainability of the anti-phage
humoral response, total IgG levels were determined at day
14, 28 and 4 months (day 120) after the last of 4 weekly
vaccinations. Figure 3B shows the time course of the total
anti-phage IgG response. All phage vaccinations induced
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Figure 1 Determination of the phage vaccine dosage. The humoral immune response after vaccination of mice with phage was determined
by ELISA (antibody dilution: 1/1000). (A) Total IgG response at day 28 was measured after the last vaccination with 10'°, 10" or 5x 10! phage
particles weekly for 4 weeks (n =6). (B) Anti-phage specific IgG isotype levels before and at day 28 after 4 weekly vaccinations with 10'% 10'" or
5% 10" phage particles (n=6). * p> 0.05.

anti-phage IgG responses at each of the measuring time
points. Notably, the phage-specific IgG response was sig-
nificantly weaker at day 14 in the BCL1-WT group as
compared to the BCL1-g8 group. However, at day 28 and
120, anti-phage IgG levels were similar for both groups.
With regard to the induction of anti-phage IgG isotype
levels, a similar pattern with lower IgG1 and IgG2a levels
was observed in the BCL1-WT group at day 14 compared
to the BCL1-g8 group, but again, similar levels were
detected in both groups by day 120 (data not shown).
Anti-phage IgG levels were lower for both the BCL1-g8
and BCL1-WT vaccines at day 120 in comparison to wild-
type phage.

There was a non-significant trend towards lower
anti-phage IgM levels with increasing vaccination dose

(Figure 4A). Addition of 20 pg GM-CSF (s.c.) to vacci-
nations with 5 x 10'* BCL1-g8 or wild type phage did
not induce significantly higher total anti-phage IgG,
IgG1 or IgG2a plasma levels (Figure 4B).

Anti-ld humoral immune response

Most importantly for the determination of any potential
benefit in our vaccine’s effects, we next measured anti-Id-
specific humoral responses generated in response to the
phage vaccines. Figure 5A shows the anti-BCL1-specific IgG
responses at day 14, 28 and 120 after vaccination with 5 x
10" BCL1-g8 or BCLI-WT phage and in comparison to
BCL1-KLH treatment. Strikingly, BCL1 Id-specific IgG levels
were found to be significantly higher in the BCL1-WT group
as compared to the BCL1-KLH and the BCL1-g8 group at
all time points, indicating the superiority of the BCL1-WT

vaccine formulation. Moreover, preliminary data indicates
100 ! higher IgG2a anti-Id levels after BCL1-WT compared to
80: E P_B S BCL1-KLH vaccination at day 14 and 120 (Figure 5B).
g ' L wild type phage Discussion
b= 601 — BCL1-g8 The chemically linked phage Id vaccine represents a fast
7 I and cost efficient method for generating tumor-specific vac-
2 40 cinations at high yield quantities. In the murine BCL1
I lymphoma model, feasibility and tolerability of this phage
20+ Id vaccination strategy was demonstrated. Phage particles
i S offer an excellent antigen delivery system and a powerful
0 —— d T ) tool for vaccine design [18], as peptides expressed as re-
20 40 60 80 100 combinant fusions with either the minor coat protein g3 or
days the major coat protein g8 [19,20] can be easily presented to
Figure 2 Tumor protection procured by Id-phage vaccines. the immune system as part of the coat protein. In order to
Kaplan-Meier plot of the survival of the mice vaccinated weekly with utilize the powerful phage-inherent immunogenicity for Id
5x10'"" bacteriophages (BCL1-g8 or PBS or wild type phage as vaccination, we took advantage of the phage’s feature to al-
control). Seven days after the last vaccination, 10° BCL1 cells were locate thousands of well-defined sites available for chemical
injected intraperitoneally; n=12. p < 0.05 (BCL1-g8 vs. wild type conjugation [21] and chemically coupled the high molecular
phage and vs. PBS).

weight BCL1 Id to the phage surface at a high density.



Roehnisch et al. Journal of Translational Medicine 2013, 11:267
http://www.translational-medicine.com/content/11/1/267

Page 5 of 7

A B
BCL1- BCL1-g8  BCL1-WT e,
PBS Ky WT phages phages phages —
8 124 T o 20 _
3 10/ g
Qs o "] @ payo —
2 O k=) O Day 14 —
S 061 o 101 B Day28 L=
£ | g B Day 120
Q 04 <
£ oo 2 05
0 < 0.0
Mice 13 4-6 7-12 13-18 19-24 " PBS BCLI- WT  BCL1- BCLI-
KLH  phages g8 wT
Figure 3 Anti-phage 1gG response. The humoral immune response after vaccination of mice with phage was determined by ELISA (antibody
dilution: 1/1000). (A) Total IgG response of single mice 4 weeks (day 28) after the last of 4 weekly vaccinations with PBS, BCL1-KLH, BCL1-g8,
BCL1-WT or wild type phage (n=6). (B) Sustainability of the humoral immune response to phage vaccines: Anti-phage IgG levels before (day 0)
and at day 14, 28 and 120 after the last of 4 weekly vaccinations with BCL1-g8, BCL1-WT or wild type phage (5x 10'" each; n=6). * p > 0.05,
#9515 20,001,

Investigation of the resulting phage vaccine composition
revealed a superior immunogenicity of the novel phage
vaccine formulation in comparison to previously used Id
vaccination regimens. Id-specific antibody levels were sig-
nificantly higher and rose earlier after vaccination with the
novel phage vaccine as compared to vaccination with the
BCL1-KLH and the BCL1-g8 vaccine. Thus, although
KLH-coupled Id proteins still represent the gold standard
for Id vaccinations and have been shown to provide pro-
tection in the murine tumor challenge model [22,23],
chemically conjugated Id-phage seems to have the poten-
tial of a superior immune reaction. The observation that
the novel phage Id composition obtained by chemical
coupling induced lower phage-specific IgG responses as
compared to the BCL1-g8 hybrid phage formulation is
possibly due to both a higher Id density and chemical
crosslinking of the BCL1-WT phages, thus covering
phage-specific antigens against B cell recognition.

Besides the induction of Id-specific antibodies, cellular
immune response is also of importance for producing an
effective anti-tumor response. In treatment-naive patients
with indolent B cell lymphoma, only cellular-mediated

responses correlated with superior progression-free sur-
vival and durable objective remissions [24]. In multiple
myeloma patients, the cellular immune response is espe-
cially crucial, since myeloma cells secrete their tumor-
specific immunoglobulins and thus the anti-Id humoral
immune response may result in binding and neutralizing
of anti-Id specific antibodies by soluble paraproteins [25].
Accordingly, reduction of circulating myeloma cells corre-
lates with vaccine-induced Id-specific T cell responses
[26]. In this context, it is fundamental that phages are able
to be incorporated by antigen-presenting cells and to
induce not only a humoral, but also a cellular immune re-
sponse [8,27]. Uptake and processing of the phage-
coupled Id protein and subsequent presentation via both
the MHC I and II is very likely. Antibody subtype analysis
in the phage-vaccinated mice revealed that Id-KLH in-
duced mainly the IgG1 isoform. In contrast, BCL1-WT
vaccination induced a more predominant IgG2a response,
which is considered to be favorable for lymphoma protec-
tion [22,28]. IgG2a is associated with Thl responses in
mice, which are related to better T cell-mediated immune
response and tumor killing [29]. Furthermore, antibody-
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Figure 4 Anti-phage IgM response and IgG response with or without addition of GM-CSF. (A) IgM responses at day 28 were measured
after the last vaccination with 10'°, 10" or 5x 10" phage particles weekly for 4 weeks (n = 6; antibody dilution: 1/200). (B) Anti-phage specific
IgG isotype levels at day 28 after 4 weekly vaccinations with 5x 10'" phage particles with or without addition of 20 ug GM-CSF (n = 6; antibody
dilution: 1/1000).
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mediated cellular cytotoxicity is mainly dependent on
IgG2a [28,30] and IgG2a was shown to yield a better anti-
lymphoma effect [22].

Most Id vaccination studies use GM-CSF as adjuvant
to induce a stronger cellular immune response, presum-
ably by recruitment of dendritic cells [3,4]. However, the
use of GM-CSF in Id-vaccination is controversial, as on
the one hand GM-CSF might be important for inducing
a T cell response to Id vaccination, which is supported
by the fact that GM-CSF in combination with IL-12
leads to a stronger induction of an Id-specific T cell re-
sponse than IL-12 alone in myeloma patients [31,32].
On the other hand, GM-CSF was shown to induce
growth-stimulating effects on human myeloma cells
in vitro [33] and extramedullary progression of multiple
myeloma [34]. In the present study, GM-GSF did not in-
duce a stronger antibody response or a survival benefit
compared to phage Id vaccination alone, suggesting that
the strong immunogenicity of the phage vaccine formu-
lation itself is sufficient to induce an effective immune
response without the use of an additional adjuvant.
Thus, omission of GM-CSF adjuvant may be worth con-
sidering in future studies employing phage vaccine
formulations.

Further strategies to improve the Id immunogenicity are
under investigation. With regard to the role of phage as a
carrier for future vaccine formulations, phage may be fur-
ther optimized by design, for example by co-expression of
fragments or antigenic determinants, which promote the
uptake of bacteriophages by dendritic cells and thus the
tumor-protective capacity [35]. On the other hand, genetic
removal or modification of immunodominant regions of
coat proteins was demonstrated to focus and improve the
epitope-specific immune response by decreasing the anti-
gen complexity of the phage surface [36].

A strength of the current study is the comprehensive
assessment of the humoral immune response against a
novel phage-Id formulation in comparison to the previ-
ously known genetically engineered Id-phage and the

gold standard Id-KLH using the established ELISA method.
The major limitation is that we did not directly examine
the cellular immune response. Furthermore, we employed
the murine BCL1 lymphoma model as a model for B cell
malignancies with paraprotein secretion and clinical trials
in myeloma patients are needed to confirm the tolerability
and efficacy of the novel vaccine in humans.

Conclusions

While refinements for increasing the immunogenicity of
the target Id may still be needed, we conclude from our
data that Id proteins chemically conjugated to phage parti-
cles appear to be suitable for use as vaccines. The immune
stimulatory potential of the chemically linked phage Id-
vaccine appears to be superior to the gold standard Id-
KLH vaccine and to genetically engineered phage vaccines.
Based on the encouraging immune responses generated in
the murine BCL1 lymphoma model, we believe that clin-
ical trials including patients with B cell malignancies are
warranted to confirm the therapeutic efficiency of this
approach.

Abbreviations

BCL: B cell lymphoma; ELISA: Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay; g3: Minor
coat protein g3; g8: Major coat protein g8; GM-CSF: Granulocyte-monocyte
colony stimulating factor; HRP: Horseradish peroxidase; Id: Idiotype;

Ig: Immunoglobulin; IL: Interleukin; KLH: Keyhole limpet hemocynanin;

M: Mol/liter; MHC: Major histocompatibility complex; NaCl: Sodium chloride;
n.s.. Not significant; PBS: Phosphate-buffered saline; rom: Round per minute;
PEG: Polyethylene glycol; s.c.: Subcutaneously; SDS-PAGE: Sodium dodecy!
sulfate polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis.

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Authors’ contributions

TR conceived of the study, planned its design and coordination and
analyzed the data. CT analyzed the data and wrote the manuscript. WN
participated in the design of the study, analyzed the data and helped to
draft the manuscript. CB performed parts of the experiments. TB analyzed
the data and helped to draft the manuscript. MD and TB participated in the
data collection and analysis. CB performed parts of the experiments and
analyzed the data. FO planned the study design, managed and coordinated
the process of data analysis and drafting of the manuscript. All authors read
and approved the final manuscript.



Roehnisch et al. Journal of Translational Medicine 2013, 11:267
http://www.translational-medicine.com/content/11/1/267

Acknowledgement
We thank Stefan Endres for critical reading of the manuscript and Beata Rutz
for excellent technical support.

Author details

'Division of Hematology and Oncology, Medizinische Klinik und Poliklinik IV,
Klinikum der Universitat Minchen, Ziemssenstrasse 1, D-80336, Munich,
Germany. “Division of Endocrinology and Diabetology, Medizinische Klinik
und Poliklinik IV, Klinikum der Universitat Minchen, Munich, Germany.
*Helmholtz Zentrum Muinchen, Deutsches Forschungszentrum fiir
Gesundheit und Umwelt, Munich, Germany. “Maitre de conférences (MCF),
Université de Strasbourg, Unité UMR Biotechnologie et Signalisation
Cellulaire, Strasbourg, France. *Département de Médecine, Chair of
Pharmacology, Université de Fribourg, Fribourg, Switzerland.

Received: 24 August 2013 Accepted: 7 October 2013
Published: 23 October 2013

References

1. Maloney DG: Anti-CD20 antibody therapy for B-cell lymphomas. N £ngl J
Med 2012, 366:2008-2016.

2. Lopez-Requena A, Burrone OR, Cesco-Gaspere M: Idiotypes as
immunogens: facing the challenge of inducing strong therapeutic
immune responses against the variable region of immunoglobulins.
Front Oncol 2012, 2:159.

3. Bendandi M, Gocke CD, Kobrin CB, Benko FA, Sternas LA, Pennington R,
Watson TM, Reynolds CW, Gause BL, Duffey PL, et al: Complete molecular
remissions induced by patient-specific vaccination plus granulocyte-
monocyte colony-stimulating factor against lymphoma. Nat Med 1999,
5:1171-1177.

4. Weng WK, Czerwinski D, Timmerman J, Hsu FJ, Levy R: Clinical outcome of
lymphoma patients after idiotype vaccination is correlated with humoral
immune response and immunoglobulin G Fc receptor genotype. J Clin
Oncol 2004, 22:4717-4724.

5. Bendandi M: Idiotype vaccines for lymphoma: proof-of-principles and
clinical trial failures. Nat Rev Cancer 2009, 9:675-681.

6. Schuster SJ, Neelapu SS, Gause BL, Janik JE, Muggia FM, Gockerman JP, Winter
N, Flowers CR, Nikcevich DA, Sotomayor EM, et al: Vaccination with patient-
specific tumor-derived antigen in first remission improves disease-free
survival in follicular lymphoma. J Clin Oncol 2011, 29:2787-2794.

7. Schmitz U, Versmold A, Kaufmann P, Frank HG: Phage display: a molecular
tool for the generation of antibodies--a review. Placenta 2000,
21:5106-112. Suppl A.

8. Gaubin M, Fanutti C, Mishal Z, Durrbach A, De Berardinis P, Sartorius R, Del
Pozzo G, Guardiola J, Perham RN, Piatier-Tonneau D: Processing of
filamentous bacteriophage virions in antigen-presenting cells targets
both HLA class | and class Il peptide loading compartments. DNA Cell Biol
2003, 22:11-18.

9. Prisco A, De Berardinis P: Filamentous bacteriophage fd as an antigen
delivery system in vaccination. Int J Mol Sci 2012, 13:5179-5194.

10.  Reichardt VL, Okada CY, Liso A, Benike CJ, Stockerl-Goldstein KE, Engleman
EG, Blume KG, Levy R: Idiotype vaccination using dendritic cells after
autologous peripheral blood stem cell transplantation for multiple
myeloma-a feasibility study. Blood 1999, 93:2411-2419.

11. Sambrook JFE, Maniatis T: Molecular Cloning, A Laboratory Manual. Cold
Spring Harbor, NY: Cold Spring Harbor Laboratories; 1989.

12.  Bordier C: Phase separation of integral membrane proteins in triton
X-114 solution. J Biol Chem 1981, 256:1604-1607.

13. George AJ, Tutt AL, Stevenson FK: Anti-idiotypic mechanisms involved in
suppression of a mouse B cell lymphoma, BCL1. J Immunol 1987,
138:628-634.

14.  Donzeau M, Bauersachs S, Blum H, Reichelt P, Rohnisch T, Nagel W:
Purification of his-tagged hybrid phage antibody. Anal Biochem 2006,
352:154-156.

15.  Krolick KA, Isakson PC, Uhr JW, Vitetta ES: Murine B cell leukemia (BCL1):
organ distribution and kinetics of growth as determined by fluorescence
analysis with an anti-idiotypic antibody. J Immunol 1979, 123:1928-1935.

16.  Slavin S, Strober S: Spontaneous murine B-cell leukaemia. Nature 1978,
272:624-626.

17. Vitetta ES, Tucker TF, Racila E, Huang YW, Marches R, Lane N, Scheuermann
RH, Street NE, Watanabe T, Uhr JW: Tumor dormancy and cell signaling: V.

Page 7 of 7

regrowth of the BCL1 tumor after dormancy is established. Blood 1997,
89:4425-4436.

18.  De Berardinis P, D'Apice L, Prisco A, Ombra MN, Barba P, Del Pozzo G,
Petukhov S, Malik P, Perham RN, Guardiola J: Recognition of HIV-derived B
and T cell epitopes displayed on filamentous phages. Vaccine 1999,
17:1434-1441.

19.  Barbas CF 3rd, Kang AS, Lerner RA, Benkovic SJ: Assembly of combinatorial
antibody libraries on phage surfaces: the gene Il site. Proc Natl Acad Sci
US A 1991, 88:7978-7982.

20.  Smith GP, Scott JK: Libraries of peptides and proteins displayed on
filamentous phage. Methods Enzymol 1993, 217:228-257.

21, van Houten NE, Zwick MB, Menendez A, Scott JK: Filamentous phage as an
immunogenic carrier to elicit focused antibody responses against a
synthetic peptide. Vaccine 2006, 24:4188-4200.

22. Kaminski MS, Kitamura K, Maloney DG, Levy R: Idiotype vaccination against
murine B cell lymphoma: inhibition of tumor immunity by free idiotype
protein. J Immunol 1987, 138:1289-1296.

23. Caspar CB, Levy S, Levy R: Idiotype vaccines for non-hodgkin’s lymphoma
induce polyclonal immune responses that cover mutated tumor
idiotypes: comparison of different vaccine formulations. Blood 1997,
90:3699-3706.

24.  Navarrete MA, Heining-Mikesch K, Schuler F, Bertinetti-Lapatki C, Ihorst G,
Keppler-Hafkemeyer A, Dolken G, Veelken H: Upfront immunization with
autologous recombinant idiotype fab fragment without prior
cytoreduction in indolent B-cell lymphoma. Blood 2011, 117:1483-1491.

25. Treon SP, Raje N, Anderson KC: Immunotherapeutic strategies for the
treatment of plasma cell malignancies. Semin Oncol 2000, 27:598-613.

26.  Abdalla AO, Kokhaei P, Hansson L, Mellstedt H, Osterborg A: Idiotype
vaccination in patients with myeloma reduced circulating myeloma cells
(CMCQ). Ann Oncol 2008, 19:1172-1179.

27.  De Berardinis P, Sartorius R, Fanutti C, Perham RN, Del Pozzo G, Guardiola J:
Phage display of peptide epitopes from HIV-1 elicits strong cytolytic
responses. Nat Biotechnol 2000, 18:873-876.

28, Syrengelas AD, Levy R: DNA vaccination against the idiotype of a murine
B cell lymphoma: mechanism of tumor protection. J Immunol 1999,
162:4790-4795.

29. Stevens TL, Bossie A, Sanders VM, Fernandez-Botran R, Coffman RL,
Mosmann TR, Vitetta ES: Regulation of antibody isotype secretion by
subsets of antigen-specific helper T cells. Nature 1988, 334:255-258.

30. Kanai N, Min WP, Ichim TE, Wang H, Zhong R: Th1/Th2 xenogenic
antibody responses are associated with recipient dendritic cells.
Microsurgery 2007, 27:234-239.

31.  Abdalla AO, Hansson L, Eriksson I, Nasman-Glaser B, Rossmann ED, Rabbani H,
Mellstedt H, Osterborg A: Idiotype protein vaccination in combination with
adjuvant cytokines in patients with multiple myeloma-evaluation of T-cell
responses by different read-out systems. Haematologica 2007, 92:110-114.

32. Hansson L, Abdalla AO, Moshfegh A, Choudhury A, Rabbani H, Nilsson B,
Osterborg A, Mellstedt H: Long-term idiotype vaccination combined with
interleukin-12 (IL-12), or IL-12 and granulocyte macrophage colony-
stimulating factor, in early-stage multiple myeloma patients. Clin Cancer
Res 2007, 13:1503-1510.

33. Zhang XG, Bataille R, Jourdan M, Saeland S, Banchereau J, Mannoni P, Klein
B: Granulocyte-macrophage colony-stimulating factor synergizes with
interleukin-6 in supporting the proliferation of human myeloma cells.
Blood 1990, 76:2599-2605.

34, Celsing F, Hast R, Stenke L, Hansson H, Pisa P: Extramedullary progression
of multiple myeloma following GM-CSF treatment-grounds for caution?
Eur J Haematol 1992, 49:108.

35, Sartorius R, Bettua C, D'Apice L, Caivano A, Trovato M, Russo D, Zanoni |,
Granucci F, Mascolo D, Barba P, et al: Vaccination with filamentous
bacteriophages targeting DEC-205 induces DC maturation and potent
anti-tumor T-cell responses in the absence of adjuvants. Eur J Immunol
2011, 41:2573-2584.

36. van Houten NE, Henry KA, Smith GP, Scott JK: Engineering filamentous
phage carriers to improve focusing of antibody responses against
peptides. Vaccine 2010, 28:2174-2185.

doi:10.1186/1479-5876-11-267

Cite this article as: Roehnisch et al: Chemically linked phage idiotype
vaccination in the murine B cell lymphoma 1 model. Journal of
Translational Medicine 2013 11:267.




	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusion

	Background
	Methods
	Purification of BCL1-IgM
	Preparation of Id vaccines
	Mouse vaccinations
	Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA)
	Flow cytometry
	Statistics

	Results
	Determination of the optimal phage dosage
	Tumor protection conferred by Id-phage vaccines
	Humoral immune response after vaccination of mice
	Anti-phage humoral immune response
	Anti-Id humoral immune response


	Discussion
	Conclusions
	Abbreviations
	Competing interests
	Authors’ contributions
	Acknowledgement
	Author details
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.440 793.440]
>> setpagedevice


