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Editorial

Welcome to this special issue of Built and Natural Environment Research Papers, which provides a long-
overdue opportunity to celebrate Northumbria University’s diverse research activities and achievements
in the subject of Architecture.

Northumbria’s Architecture programmes are based upon narrative, place and context. This approach
informs methods of teaching and learning, and is evident within student project work. It is an ethos
that goes beyond a sense of regionalism, yet remains situated within an authentic locale, making use
of proximate histories, narratives and landscapes to inform and promote ideas around place and its
formation. The recognition of, and contribution to, the genius loci of the territory is central to our
approach to design studies, producing well-rounded, employable and inquisitive graduates with a
coherent understanding of architecture and the wider context.

The Architecture degree course was established in 1997 and the Professional Diploma course began in
2006, becoming the Master of Architecture programme in 2009. Both courses are prescribed by the
Architects Registration Board (ARB) and validated by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA).
The Interior Architecture course was established in 2011 with a focus on the re-use and adaptation of
existing buildings and their interiority. It uses existing sites to exploring theories of narrative, place and
context, aiming to help graduates develop a critically-informed attitude towards the built environment.
Its first cohort will graduate in 2014.

Architecture courses at Northumbria University are highly regarded within Architectural education
and the wider profession. Student achievements have included winning the RIBA Serjeant Award for
Excellence in Drawing (2008), the 3D Reid Student Prize (2009), the APS National Student Designer
Award (2010), plus regular nominations and shortlisting for the RIBA President’s Medals, and numerous
regional RIBA Hadrian Awards and practice-sponsored successes. Our graduates secure professional
posts in a wide range of regional, national and international practices, bringing valuable and transferable
skills into the discipline. The teaching staff come from a wide range of academic and practice-based
backgrounds, and share common beliefs regarding approaches to the subject disciplines and teaching
and learning.

The production of this special edition coincides with the retirement of Peter Beacock, the outgoing
Head of Architecture and the principle originator of Architectural Studies at Northumbria University.
Peter has steered the embryonic course into an exemplary suite of Undergraduate and Masters studies.
The subject discipline has grown to over 300 students across its programmes, which consistently excel
in terms of student satisfaction and subject league tables. Peter’s expertise, efforts and knowledge have
been instrumental in Architecture becoming central to the academic activities of both the Faculty and
University, for which he deserves our sincerest gratitude.

This special issue reflects the diversity of research interests among Architecture staff and students at
Northumbria, with papers covering a range of issues from architectural teaching and practice to
explorations of the work of noted architects. Peter Holgate, Teaching Fellow, and Kelly McKinnon,
Senior Lecturer, have developed a paper from a thesis by Jenna Salter, a former student who graduated
as a Master of Architecture (MArch) in 2010. The paper, “The toughened glass ceiling: women in
architectural education in 2012°, explores the low representation of women in architectural practice,

Continued overleaf
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using findings from a qualitative research inquiry into the experiences of female architectural students
at Northumbria University. ‘Feral City: a Dystopia’, by another 2010 MArch graduate, Abbas Norozi,
and Sebastian Messer, Senior Lecturer, considers Dr Richard Norton’s view of societal collapse and the
breakdown of economy, security and services, with reference to the social, geographic and political
features of today’s cities. A second paper by Sebastian Messer, ‘Portmeirion, Proportion and Perspective’,
written in collaboration with former student, Francis Ellis (MArch, 2010), analyses the development
and shifting perspectives within Portmeirion, the Welsh holiday village created by Bertram Clough
Williams-Ellis. Katy Lomas (MArch, 2010) and Paul Ring, Senior Lecturer, have produced a paper
on ‘Restoration: Authenticity and Deception’, exploring attitudes and approaches towards the decay
of buildings, and the potential problems associated with their restoration and further development.
Lecturer Will Campbell’s ‘Learning through making in architectural education: developing the curriculum
at Northumbria University’ examines the role of practical learning in modern Architectural education
and proposes a number of guidelines to support the development of a curriculum to enable students to
develop key skills. ‘Pier Luigi Nervi, the Quadrante years’ by Manuel Cresciani, Senior Lecturer, is a study
of writings by the Italian structural engineer, exploring the development of his own architectural style,
and the contribution he made to architectural debates of the time. BA Architecture Programme Leader,
Ben Elliott, and former student Mark Todd, who received a Diploma in Architecture in 2009, explore
issues of memory and meaning in modern architecture, and asked how modern architecture can establish
a creative relationship between past and present in their paper, ‘Memory + Meaning in Architecture’.
Professor Bob Giddings, and Margaret Horne, former Principal Lecturer, explore the use of Computer
Aided Design (CAD) in teaching, in “The changing patterns of architectural design education in the UK
and some implications for practice’. Senior Lecturer Stephen Roberts and another 2010 MArch graduate,
Christopher Permain, present ‘Marxist Planning in Little Moscow’, a study of the industrial, political and
community history of the former mining village of Chopwell in the North East of England. The final
paper is “The fallen fisherman™’: the religious maritime buildings of the River Tyne’ by Mark Whiting
(2011) and Peter Beacock. It explores the historical relationship between the Church and the fishing
industry, and the religious and other buildings that are evidence of this link.

We would like to thank all of the authors and reviewers for the time and hard work they have devoted
to ensuring that this special issue is a success. Thanks also go to Emine Mine Thompson, former BNERP
Editor, for her help and support in bringing the issue to fruition, as well as Paul Greenhalgh, Associate
Editor, members of the Editorial Board, and staff of the former School of Built and Natural Environment
for their continued support.

This edition is published at a time of change for the University. The School of Built and Natural
Environment merged with Computing, Engineering and Information Sciences in September 2012,
forming the new Faculty of Engineering and Environment. This is part of a wider programme of
transformation, Vision 2025, which will attempt to enhance the University’s profile and standing within
the UK higher education sector. Many changes lie ahead for staff and students. Unfortunately, one such
change is the disestablishment of this publication due to a lack of support at Faculty management level.
The editorial team involved with producing the School Journal wish to express their gratitude towards its
authors, reviewers, supporters, and readers for their interest and loyalty over the past five years.

Gill Davidson
Special Issue Editor

Paul Ring
Editorial support




The toughened glass ceiling:
women in architectural
education in 2012

Jenna Salter' , Kelly MacKinnon? and Peter Holgate®

ABSTRACT

Low representation and poor retention of women practitioners in architecture remain
as failings within the profession. Recent surveys reinforce the fact that architecture
suffers in comparison with law and medicine with respect to equity between the sexes.
Following initial, broader research by one of the authors (Salter, 2010), a small scale
qualitative research inquiry into the experiences of female architectural students at
Northumbria University (NU) was conducted in 2012. Questionnaire responses
were elicited from NU graduates in response to recommendations arising from a
report commissioned by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) in 2003. This
paper reports on the responses provided, and their practical potential to improve
the architectural programmes at NU with respect to diversity, equality of opportunity,
support and provision for all students.

INTRODUCTION

Gender inequities in the established professions are not news; however, recent reports have highlighted
continued prejudices and obstacles for women practitioners of architecture in the UK. A survey of
architecture graduates commissioned by the RIBA produced some key observations:

‘...men were more likely to be working in architecture with 82% compared to 71% of
women respectively employed in architecture. Men were also more likely to be employed on
a permanent or open-ended contract on a full-time basis than women (38% compared to
26%). Furthermore 42% of those women who did not work in architecture stated that they

! BA in Architecture (2006), Master of Architecture (2010), both Northumbria University); ]2 Studio
2 Faculty of Engineering and Environment, Northumbria University; email: kelly.mckinnon@northumbria.ac.uk

3 Faculty of Engineering and Environment, Northumbria University; email: peter.holgate@northumbria.ac.uk
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were prevented from working in architecture as a result of a ‘lack of confidence’ compared
with only 21% of males. Gender already seems to be impacting on female respondents even
at this early stage in their career.’

(Samuel and Foster, 2011)

In 2012, the Architects’ Journal devoted an issue to ‘“Women in Practice’ which argued that the
architectural profession had failed to progress substantially with respect to gender equality. This journal
cited ARB figures that only 20% of the profession’s registered architects were female, with around 40%
of architecture students being female (Architects Journal, 2012). Concurrently, an RIBA survey reported
that the proportion of women in the architectural workforce had reduced from 28% in January 2009 to
21% in December 2011 (Young, 2012). To compound the issue, further analysis of the AJ research has
revealed significant disparity in pay between men and women architects, with 84% of men at director
level or similar receiving pay in excess of £51,000 per annum compared with only 47% of women
with equivalent professional standing in the same financial bracket (Murray, 2012). This is in direct
contravention of the Equality Act 2010.

Architectural practice by necessity interacts with the cultures of other professions within the building
industry, and is influenced by normative attitudes to a host of issues, including women in practice. This
paper aims to specifically interrogate the programmes of architecture at Northumbria University (NU),
seeking to identify key issues and to consider how these could be tackled, and educational practices
improved. Gender-specific issues are compounded by anomalies and contradictions inherent in the
education of an architect. Numerous commentators have identified systemic failings and poor practices
that continue to flourish in schools of architecture; for example, the cult of the individual rather than
collaborative enterprise: “...within architectural culture, the collaborative nature of architecture is
repressed in favour of the star system and the hero architect — invariably male — who embodies the values
of design genius and intense individuality.” (Walker, 1997); the hegemonic and uncritical use of white
male western architects as paradigms of quality in the syllabus of architectural history; studio learning
with all its associated benefits and problems; and dominant cultures of power, exclusivity and entitlement
(AIAS, 2002; Dutton, 1991; Cuff, 1992; Till, 2010)

ESTABLISHING THE RESEARCH PROBLEMATIC

The graduate author commenced her research with a review of key secondary data sources concerning
women in architecture, and architectural education in particular. While undergraduate numbers at NU
appear to demonstrate parity between female and male students, elsewhere the gap between numbers
of men and women entering and pursuing practice appears to widen considerably. In response to
such statistics, RIBA commissioned a report in 2002 into “Why Women Leave Architecture’, led by the
University of the West of England (UWE). This report’s aim was to identify causes for gender inequities
in the profession, and to propose recommendations for change. As this study had a wide remit, it was
only able to ‘consider’ educational aspects (de-Graft Johnson, et. al., 2003). The report did not uncover
any particular hierarchy of reasons for women leaving architecture; however, similar themes repeatedly
emerged in the data:

- low pay — unequal pay — long working hours — inflexible/family unfriendly working hours

—sidelining — limited areas of work — glass ceiling — stressful working conditions — protective

paternalism preventing development of experience — macho culture — sexism — redundancy

andjor dismissal — high litigation risk and high insurance costs — lack of returner training —

more job satisfaction elsewhere’

(de Graft-Johnson et.al, 2003, p3)
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The report identified that architectural education to some degree contributed to levels of dissatisfaction:

Women felt that this (macho) attitude started at University. One cited an example where
she had been forced to work almost continuously over a weekend, including at night in
order to meet a completely unreasonable deadline imposed by a tutor.”

(de Graft-Johnson et.al., p20)

The report’s authors made several recommendations for both practice and education. Of particular note
for universities were: better dissemination of employment legislation and good practice; mentoring and
advisory help and support; more diverse representation of the profession to the public; the embedding
of gender equality in both the curricula and practices of architecture schools; more diverse staff profiles
in schools of architecture; monitoring of the performance of schools in improving diversity targets and
equal opportunities practice; and advisory practice notes for both architectural practices and schools of
architecture to be produced by the RIBA. An evaluation of these report recommendations, with specific
focus on their relevance or otherwise to the programmes at NU, formed the core of this paper’s data
collection.

INQUIRY DESIGN

The original student investigation which provided the impetus for this paper focused upon gender issues
in architectural practice and education within the regional context of North East England. Qualitative
data was gathered through a survey of undergraduate and postgraduate architecture students at both the
University of Newcastle and Northumbria University, supplemented by interviews with professionals in
North East architectural practices. Secondary quantitative data was provided by a variety of university
and national statistics. A survey of open questions allowed female architectural students to raise
their concerns anonymously. Students were asked their opinions concerning their experience of the
architectural profession; their aspirations before entering architectural education; their experiences
during undergraduate and postgraduate education; the quality of their year out placement experience;
and their future career plans. The graduate author secured 67 responses to the undergraduate survey and
46 replies to the postgraduate inquiry. Analysis of the results found that key issues (not all of which were
necessarily gender-related) surfaced consistently amongst the student respondents: stress and pressure;
long hours; the learning culture; the ‘crit’; ‘macho’ cultures; destructive criticism; opinionated and biased
marking; cost, content and length of programmes; poor connections to industry; and negative year out
experiences. However, by combining the results from both universities, the practical application of this
analysis was effectively hindered by not assigning specific comments or issues to particular institutions
or programmes.

With this practicality in mind, the current paper confined its research aims to the programmes of
architecture at Northumbria University. As a small scale action research inquiry, it focused on: establishing
the key issues for NU female graduates with respect to gender equality; seeking emergent themes from
the questionnaires; and gathering suggestions for improvements to the courses. Sampling was therefore
restricted to women graduates who had either a) studied exclusively at Northumbria University at Parts
and IL, b) completed the Part II programme at NU after studying Part I at another institution, or c) left the
architectural profession after completing Part I at Northumbria. This sampling strategy sought to ensure
that responses were informed predominately by respondents’ experiences in their year out practice,
and during their studies at Northumbria. As the first graduates of the Northumbria Part I programme
qualified in 2008, the sample size was consequently restricted to the 20 women who had graduated from
the Part II programme over the four academic years from 2008 to 2011 (excluding the graduate author),
plus two Part I graduates of Northumbria who had subsequently left architecture to join other professions.
The inquiry was limited to graduates in order to encourage freedom of comment, without any possible or
perceived threat of penalty from the institution. Responses were gathered by means of a semi-structured
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questionnaire, enabling respondents to reply in depth to the issues presented. This document provided
a wide remit of questions that allowed students to Freely express their opinions without being directed’
(Punch, 2003). These questions were developed to directly address the recommendations made in the
“Why Women Leave Architecture’ report. The questionnaire, accompanied by a letter explaining the
purpose of the inquiry and requesting the informed consent of participants, was emailed to the sample
group. All responses were collated and anonymised by a third party prior to being forwarded to the
authors for analysis.

RESPONSES

Six graduates submitted responses to the questionnaire. A larger response may have warranted a more
systematic coding of the qualitative responses, using NVivo or similar methods, and could be deemed to
have more widespread significance. The small number of submissions, however, enabled simple analyses
and comparisons to be made. The quality and depth of the responses provided relevant, purposeful and
insightful narratives (Cousin, 2009, Biesta, 2010), beneficial to the development of both future research
inquiries and curricula. As aforementioned, the survey questionnaire focused on the key recommendations
made by the original UWE report with respect to architectural education. These are listed below, together
with specific responses garnered from the participants in response to these suggestions.

Recommendation 9: Schools of architecture need to change the staff profile to reflect
diversity of the population.

Although under-representation of women staff members was acknowledged as an issue at NU, key
responses concerned the quality of education rather than the enforcement of diversity:

‘I think that there are more important things that could be done to improve rather than just
appoint loads of women” (Respondent A).

‘It shouldn’t be a question of gender — it should be about who is best for the job’
(Respondent D).

The pastoral aspect of under-representation was also highlighted:
“...I’d have spoken more openly to a woman’ (Respondent F).

Suggestions were also made that female NU alumni could usefully contribute to the community of
learning, providing exemplars and mentoring to women undergraduates.

Recommendation 10: Schools of architecture should review their publicity, including
websites, to ensure that it is accessible...and inclusive. Staff profiles should be included.

Interviews are normally conducted for applicants to both Part I and Part IT degrees at NU, a factor
which appears to have positively influenced applicants, although a stronger female representation at this
stage was also suggested. Respondents also recommended that the undergraduate website should bridge
the knowledge gap between secondary and higher education: ‘Sixth form careers advice was terrible’
(Respondent E).

Recommendation 12: Reinforce need for and monitor teaching of diversity issues. Assess this
through attitudinal assessment in coursework/exams.

Increased teaching of diversity (and wider practical and professional issue) was to be welcomed by the
respondents:
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As part of further development, particularly for post-graduate students, I recommend
lectures/CPDs to be organised on employment rights which touch on equality and
diversity...would be useful knowledge and increase awareness’ (Respondent B).

It was also acknowledged that ‘diversity’ could be even more diverse:

‘In my opinion, NU has great links to industry which is perfect for many students. For me
however — diversity is what makes architecture interesting and to fail to fully acknowledge
the inherent diversity in all projects is to do architecture a disservice’ (Respondent A).

A wider approach to ‘soft skills’ was recommended:

‘In my experience females definitely seem to be more adaptable to engaging with aspects of
the community...Being able to communicate with clients is vital’ (Respondent E).

Recommendation 13: Embed Equal Opportunity Policy issues into curriculum and
validation.
This was also felt to be an area which needed reinforcement in the curriculum.

(Describing professional practice) ‘I have often felt patronised by some of my male
colleagues. This is something that has made me feel uncomfortable and has been raised
at HR, however not entirely sure what actions have been taken towards the issue’
(Respondent B).

Generally, issues of employment rights and legislation were seen to be of timely and critical value:

‘More about diversification, what you can do with your degree/qualifications in times of
austerity’ (Respondent C).

‘I don’t think with just regard to gender...particularly considering current climate aspects
of employment law, your rights and obligations should be covered in greater detail.
More graduates are now being employed on a temporary or contract basis, and also
having to go through processes relating to redundancy ...this isn’t covered by the course’
(Respondent D).

Recommendation 15: Curriculum to cover and address working with diverse groups/people
from different cultural backgrounds etc.
The general response was that this was rarely covered at NU:

‘Not sure how this could be addressed through teaching other than raising student awareness
as to what the public expect from an architect’ (Respondent E)

Recommendation 17: Embed and embrace more diverse historical and theoretical content.

Respondents differed in their opinions on this point. While one respondent championed the use of
female precedents in the teaching, another called for self-directed learning to address this point:

‘Certainly at Part 2 there is freedom to approach this aspect from a personal perspective
which I think is the most appropriate route’ (Respondent D).

Field study visits beyond Western Europe, and a wider variety of guest lecturers were suggested as
potential drivers towards these aims.

Recommendation 18: More diverse range of work presented and valued e.g. more women
and minority architects profiled.

Consideration was recommended of separating the work from the personality:

Built and Natural Environment Research Papers ¢ Vol. 5 No. 1, 2012 9
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‘I don’t really think this matters — I think what is important is that the type of architecture

used is wide-ranging’ (Respondent A).
It was also suggested that the architecture programmes should encourage a wider view of other design
disciplines where female representation was possibly higher.

Recommendation 21: Sustained staff development across the board including senior ranks,
support staff, admin staff, technical staff.

Thankfully, none of the respondents reported discriminatory behaviour from either NU teaching staff or
fellow students (although staff ‘favouritism’ was highlighted by one participant.)

Recommendation 29: Review of and change in attitude within crits.

‘I found the whole ‘crit’ idea very masculine and old school boys club attitude...Tutors and
guest reviewers on a power trip to make themselves feel better’ (Respondent C).

Generally however, respondents did not believe they had suffered gender discrimination at NU, where
the core teaching team are continually endeavouring to replace the confrontational “crit’ in favour of
constructive reviews and dialogue.

Recommendation 30: Develop new methods of presenting and assessing design work to
increase the variety and types of representation which more accurately reflect the range of
presentation and discussion in practice.

Parity, equity and transparency of assessment methods were highlighted in responses as being of key
value, rather than the adoption of new methods:

‘I think NU have trialled various methods of communication with varying degrees of
success and shouldn’t necessarily do more. I worry there is too much ‘spoon feeding’...’

(Respondent E).

The excessive length of architectural education and professional accreditation was also highlighted as an
issue of particular pertinence to women.

Recommendation 33: Mentoring for students.
Respondents were not supportive of positive discrimination:

‘I don’t think there should be any special mentoring for women students — in my experience
they are highly motivated and organised and match their male counterparts’ (Respondent
D).

The quality of advice and mentoring proffered was stated to be of more importance. Peer-mentoring
was generally considered to be a positive aspect of the studio system run at NU, and was regarded as
something to be nurtured.

Recommendation 37: Commitment to developing a comfortable, supportive work
environment for all which embraces diversity and promotes respect.
Generally, NU was reported to be providing a supportive learning and social community:

“...a ‘mothering’ of female students would surely be counterproductive to the long term
goal of equal opportunity and mutual respect from male peers.” (Respondent E)

10
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Supplementary comments which may benefit women in studying architecture at
Northumbria University:

‘Don’t just focus on women...I don’t think giving women special treatment such as
mentoring or extra time with tutors will be beneficial in the long run. 1 believe that a more
rounded focus would help, and maybe confidence building in a holistic way...to enable
students to professionally and assertively articulate their opinions or requests’ (Respondent
A).

‘I don’t feel there are changes that can be made at universities to ensure (gender equality)
will be the case, it will be down to the industry as a whole’ (Respondent D).

‘I currently know of somebody who is experiencing sexual harassment and bullying within
the workplace and can see how difficult it is for these issues to be raised to an employer
(particularly as the responsible party is within a position of power). This shouldn’t be
tolerated and should always be tackled’ (Respondent E).

‘Peer-mentors. Tutors giving honest and first hand experiences of the challenges they have
witnessed’ (Respondent F).

DISCUSSION

This inquiry, albeit very limited in its scope and response, highlighted some key, but bounded concerns
of women architecture students at NU. The greater scale of sexism within the wider profession should,
however, not be underestimated (Fowler & Wilson, 2004). Generally, the six respondents appeared to
prioritise course content, aims and quality above any form of positive discrimination. Their positive and
assertive responses provided encouraging signs that architectural teaching at Northumbria is developing
successful programmes in terms of both pedagogy and social values.

Issues regarding policies and rights appeared to resonate with every respondent. As a result of this
inquiry, it is hoped that a more comprehensive teaching of these issues will be incorporated into the
architecture curriculum. In preparation for the year out of practical experience, the inclusion of diversity
and equality presentations (possibly delivered by Human Resources staff from the University) would
provide preliminary tools for students to consider whether their employers are meeting the diversity
responsibilities enshrined in legislation.

Pragmatic concerns appeared to dominate the respondents’ replies with respect to wider employment
and societal concerns. These covered the profession as a whole, and echo the speculations of other
commentators:

What happens when men are also home-workers and part-timers? Will they not be
competing like mad for anything that is going, be it a permanent job or short-term
contract to be carried out on the kitchen table? Just at the point where the particular work
experiences of women might be seen as a pattern for future employment, and therefore to
their benefit, so the general situation of architects makes it increasingly unlikely that most
within the profession will be able to do anything except struggle’

(Finch, 1996)

A wider curriculum could therefore also include issues such as general employment rights — including the
enforcement of the minimum wage, which in the current economic climate is being wilfully disregarded
by some offices in order to secure cheap, or free labour.

Future research at NU may build upon this paper, through deeper inquiry into the key concerns of the
six respondents. As more academic years are completed in these relatively new programmes, such an
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inquiry will clearly benefit from the increasing number of women graduates from the NU architecture
programmes, who will bring a wider breadth and wealth of experiences in both education and practice.
Sharing such experiences through a strong learning community will also be encouraged in response to the
prominence of peer learning as a positive factor for all respondents in this inquiry.
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Feral City: a Dystopia
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ABSTRACT

Arts, literature and philosophy mirror the spirit of their times and so too utopian works
embody the fears, experiences, aspirations and desires of the people who imagine
them.

With reference to literary examples, this paper begins with a description of the themes
defining the Utopian/Dystopian tradition. It then considers Dr. Richard Norton’s 2003
concept of an urban-military condition, which he terms the “Feral City”, in relation to
this tradition. It elaborates on the three conditions — economy, security and services —
which contribute to societal collapse once a city has become “feral”. These conditions
are explained with reference to the social, geographic and political features that define
today’s cities.

Keywords: cyberpunk, economics, dystopia, military, security, infrastructure, urbanism, utopian tradition

INTRODUCTION

Man has long been fascinated with the idea of cities: their form and buildings, their builders and their
dwellers. From Plato’s “Republic”, written around 360BC, via the retelling in the Book of Genesis of the
stories of Sodom and Gomorrah and the Tower of Babel, to the present day, many authors have narrated
scenarios to predict, advocate or warn of the state and shape of future cities.

From the mid-19th century and throughout the 20th century, the Utopian/Dystopian tradition has
explored the human condition. Novels including, “A Sojourn in the City of Amalgamation” by Jerome
B. Holgate (1812-1893); “News From Nowhere” by William Morris (1834-1896); “We” by Yevgeny
Zamyatin (1884-1937); “Brave New World” by Aldous Huxley (1894-1963); “Nineteen Eighty Four”
by George Orwell (1903-1950); “A Clockwork Orange” by Anthony Burgess (1917-1993); “Woman on
the Edge of Time” by Marge Piercy (b. 1936); “The Children of Men” by PD. James (b. 1920); and films
such as Fritz Lang’s “Metropolis” (1927), George Lucas’ “THX-1138” (1971; based partly on Zamyatin’s
“We”), and Ridley Scott’s “Bladerunner” (1982; based on Philip K. Dick’s “Do Androids Dream of Electric
Sheep?”), have questioned ideas of authority, politics, race, fertility and birth, environment, technology
and science, and the relationships between individuals.

The word Utopia, coined by Sir Thomas More as the name of a fictional Atlantic island, translates literally

as “no-place”; however, in the introduction to the Faber Book of Utopias (1999, p.xi) John Carey suggests
it is usually the case that “utopias are expressions of desire whereas dystopias are expressions of fear”.
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More’s austere Utopia (1516), set in the then New World, enabled him to test the parameters of
communism and Catholicism, satirising the venal politics and febrile religion of his own time whilst
maintaining a deniable distance from his unreliable and subversive narrator.

One of the recurring features of Utopian places is the elimination of real life. In Utopian literature,
people are converted into Utopian inhabitants, “cured” of their deficiencies and faults by punishment,
drugs or surgical procedures. Dystopias, by contrast, are an extrapolated or exaggerated version of real
places and real life. This means they also embrace the darkest dimensions of human experiences.

FERAL CITIES

In 2003, Dr Richard J. Norton of the US Naval War College published an article entitled, “Feral Cities:
the New Strategic Environment”, in which he illustrated a possible future where failed metropolises will
characterise large parts of the world.

“[The Feral City,] once a vital component in a national economy, this sprawling urban
environment is now a vast collection of blighted buildings, an immense Petri dish of both
ancient and new diseases; a territory where the rule of law has been replaced by near
anarchy in which the only security available is that which is attained through brute power.”

(Norton, 2003, p.1)

Norton’s article provides a table in which governance, economy, security and infrastructure are ranked
according to their effectiveness and from which it can be determined if a city is becoming feral (figure 1).

Norton’s portrayal of a troubled future has fundamental similarities with the cities portrayed in the
category of dystopian literature termed, “cyberpunk”. Referring to the work of writer William Gibson,
Dani Cavallaro (2000, p.133) suggests space in this literature is often depicted in “immaterial terms” as
a product of “electronic and abstract data”, yet the cities remain “emphatically material”, by-products of
their millions of inhabitants.

Whilst the main protagonists in the cyberpunk novels of Gibson, Neal Stephenson and others may be
poor, they are also usually highly technologically savvy. Food and shelter may be hard won, but advanced
technology is almost throwaway. Typically, Western nation states are portrayed as weak, but infrastructure
is maintained through free-market private companies.

What differentiates Norton’s Feral City from its fictional counterparts is the reliance on low-value
economies, the lack of security and control and, above all, the lack of infrastructure, which prevents civil
society from operating. We will consider each of these in greater detail in the following sections.

THE ECONOMY OF SLUMS

In a report entitled “World Urbanization Prospects” (2001, p.6) the United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs predicts rural populations will peak in 2020 and, by 2050, 75% of the
world’s human population, some 6.38 billion people will be dwelling in cities, as a result of massive
migration from rural areas. Ninety five percent of the consequent expansion of these megacities will take
place in developing countries. It seems likely megacities will be characterised by sprawl, stretching mostly
along coasts and rivers.

Furthermore, only one fifth of this new urban fabric will be built by a formal construction industry. The
majority will be improvised shanties with a rental market promoted through a network of “Dallals” (a
Pakistani word meaning middle men or pimps) acting as developers, using bribes and other illegitimate
means to obtain a degree of security for the areas on which the slums will be built.

14



Feral City: a Dystopia

Figure 1: based on “The Health of Cities” (Norton, 2003, p101)

Government Economy Security Services Example
Healthy Enacts Robust. Well regulated | Complete New York City: Police are well
(green) effective Significant by professional, | range of regulated, well educated and
legislation, foreign ethical police services, responsive. Hub of national
directs investment. force. Quick including and international investment.
resources, Provides goods | response educational Has stable tax base. Provides
controls events |and services. to wide and cultural, | wide range of educational and
in all portions | Possesses spectrum of available to all | cultural opportunities.
of the city at stable and requirements. citizens.
all times. Not | adequate tax
corrupt. base.
Marginal Exercises only | Limited/ Little regard or | Can manage | Mexico City: corruption is
(yellow) “patchwork” | no foreign legality/ human | minimal level | rife in police and judiciary. Air
or “diurnal” investment. rights. Police of public quality is so poor it is routinely
control. Subsidised often matched/ | health, rated medically unfit to breath.
Highly or decaying stymied by hospital There are many square miles
corrupt. industries criminal access, of slums without drainage or
and growing “peers”. potable water | running water. Serious crime
deficits. and trash doubled between 2000 and
disposal. 2003.
Going Feral At best, has Either local Non-existent. | Intermittent | Johannesburg: although
(red) negotiated subsidence Security is to non- relatively small (pop. 2.9
zones of industries or attained existent million) records 5000 murders
control; at industry based | through power and per annum and twice as many
worst does not | on illegal private means water. Those | rapes. Police admit they do not
exist. commerce. or paying who can control large parts of the city.
protection. afford to Foreign tourists
will privately | and investors have pulled
contract. out and the Central Business
District has been overtaken
by squatters. Health problems
exacerbated by the AIDS
epidemic. Nationally, AIDS may
affect 20% of the population.

Shanties are most likely to be located in marginal or hazardous geographical areas such as flood plains,
within 10m of sea level or on unstable terrains and hillsides prone to landslides. Counter-intuitively, their
topography, geology and compromised ecology can give their residents a degree of security of tenure, as
the land is not seen as suitable or desirable for more formal development.

This is, of course, not a new phenomenon, as illegal and informal markets have provided most of the
land for such developments since the 1950s. However, it is the scale of the shanties and the rate of
acceleration in their development which now raises the fear that the Feral City will become a widespread
reality.

In a slum economy, the working class is marginalised and dispossessed of legal rights and recognition. As
Jan Berman and Arvind Das, who study urban poverty in India, argue, the informal sector is defined by
its unprecedented exploitation of labour due to the absence of legal contracts and regulation, primitive
forms of technology and an “excessively manual nature of production” (2000).
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Inevitably, “out of public view, it is usually the weakest and smallest shoulders that have to bear the
heaviest burdens of informalisation. The image of shared poverty does not do justice to the inequality
with which this form of existence, too, is permeated within the sphere of the household.” (Davis, 2006,
p.181)

However, “Informal Survivalism” (Davies, 2006) is not limited only to housing and infrastructure,
but also to access to basic facilities, work and sustenance. An increase in urban poverty also results in
the disappearance of gestures of solidarity and community which sustain the rural poor. Traditionally,
survival in pre-industrialised communities was secured by mutual exchanges: providing food, assistance
and services on the promise of a future favour.

Thus, in the absence of labour rights and regulations, what seems to sustain the tyrannical nature of the
informal sector is the disenfranchisement of individuals from their communities and the lack of (non-
criminal) opportunities by which they can improve their own conditions. This is further reinforced by
the ghetto-isation and segregation created by the shanties.

TERRORISM, WAR AND SECURITY

Following the coordinated suicide attacks against the World Trade Centre in New York, the Pentagon in
Virginia, and the failed attempt to fly United Airlines flight 93 into the Capitol Buildings in Washington
on 11 September 2001, fear of terrorism has been used to enact laws rescinding rights and to promote
the interests of the state and commercial corporations rather than the security of individual citizens.
This has created global businesses out of the privatisation of security. Domestically, private security
companies now operate prisons and police stations in the UK, and in post-conflict hot spots such as Iraq
and Afghanistan they were contracted in front line roles in the absence of a police force or national army.

Historically, city states maintained the rule of law over territories, exploited the raw materials within
their demesnes to generate wealth, and directed violence against each other (either where diplomacy
failed, or else to seize the wealth, materials or terrain of another city state).

Stephen Graham, editor of “Cities, War and Terrorism”, suggests that cities still continue to exert an
influence upon each other through war and terrorism, notwithstanding the economic and industrial
gap between the globalised (predominantly Northern hemisphere) cities and the developing cities of the
Southern hemisphere. Furthermore, he suggests future wars may become increasingly urban.

“It is now clear that the days of the classical Clauswitizian definition of warfare as a
symmetrical engagement between state armies in the open field are over. War has entered
the city again — the sphere of everyday life, the realm of the private house...”

(Graham, 2004, p.4)

The United States, Russia and the UK have all experienced the complexity of urban warfare in conflicts
in recent decades. The US invasion of Panama in 1989 (figure 2), Russia’s invasion of Grozny in 1999,
and recent invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan by allied forces have posed serious dilemmas for military
planners and their political masters, leading to a more reticent and limited international involvement in
the civil wars in Libya and Syria.

“Collateral damage” (the loss of civilian lives) and “friendly fire” (coming under attack from your own
side), plus sensitivities around the destruction of culturally and historically significant sites, have become
major obstacles for the military and a cause of loss of public support for wars.
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Figure 2: US invasion of Panama, 21 December 1989 (Photograph: Elliott, 1989)

As in Fallujah and Gaza, the architecture of the Feral City, its horizontal and vertical planes, and its
interior and exterior spaces can become the battle scene. Weapons can be located in unpredictable
spaces, improvised explosive devices and suicide attacks increase the risks to the assaulting forces. In
an asymmetrical war, where a large army engages a smaller armed group, assaulting soldiers may kill
civilians, mistaking them for combatants since they are indistinguishable from the guerrilla enemy. To
limit the exposure to risk faced by professional soldiers, the armies of rich countries have invested in
the development and deployment of remote technologies such as drones, un-manned vehicles and arms.
These weapons have raised legal questions about sovereignty and moral questions about the fairness of
warfare, in which one side of the conflict may, in fact, be thousands of miles away.

In Feral Cities, as the division between various strata of society widens, civic authority breaks down
and law enforcement becomes ineffective, and the number of armed groups increases to a point where
territorial wars between them may become inevitable. Militarisation of public space means that the Feral
City’s symbolic buildings, squares and streets appear to continue to function, but within parameters
determined by the prevailing paramilitary, sectarian or criminal groups. Control of strategically important
functions, buildings and spaces, such as media outlets or sea and airports, will provide a great deal of
political leverage due to their economic value nationally.

This would offer safe havens to armed resistance and terrorist groups, especially if they had cultural
affinity with at least a significant section of the population. The vast size of megacities and the density of
the informal structures would offer cover from satellite and aerial detection whilst control of ports would
allow free, unregulated passage of people, arms, narcotics and other contraband.
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SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

In the Feral City, centrally organised services and infrastructure collapse or disappear, and energy
availability and access to clean water and drainage are unreliable or non-existent.

Even in democratic and comparatively affluent nations, infrastructure is coming under increasing pressure.
Charles Perrow, the author of “The Next Catastrophe”, identifies three Concentrations of Vulnerability
(2007, p.6) within the United States, which he considers have been given insufficient attention by policy
makers.

* Concentration of energy production
* Concentration of populations
* Concentration of economic and political power

Perrow suggests the potential for major disasters, as a result of the lack of strategic planning in these
areas, is a far more significant threat than foreign terrorism.

“Much of our critical infrastructure is in the hands of large corporations and, like our
government, these private organisations are prone to errot, in the form of industrial accidents
as well as their failure to provide ample protection from natural and terrorist disasters.
These risks are national in scope, rather than confined to an area impacted by burricanes or
floods. The private sector contains some of the largest vulnerable concentrations with [the
most] catastrophic potential.”

(Perrow, 2007, p.9)

Concentrations of fuel and the means of energy production are vulnerable. For example, nuclear power
plants can enter meltdown if the cooling system fails or generators are damaged, as happened at the
Fukushima Plant, in the wealthy and highly-industrialised nation of Japan, following an earthquake and
tsunami on 11 March 2011. Inadequate inspections and safety regimes in developing or failing states
further increase the risk of a disaster. Electric power distribution grids are inherently insecure with theft,
for the scrap value of the metal, prevalent on train lines in the UK.

Densely populated areas are more prone to pandemic illnesses. In a functioning city the source of the
infection can often be detected at an early stage, but in a Feral City the environment and lack of regulated
and organised health infrastructure will conceal the spread of bacteria and viruses, allowing them to take
hold before they are detected.

Pandemic threats in the last couple of decades, including Avian Influenza (1997), Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (2003) and the H5N1 strain of Swine Flu (2011), have all first been identified in urban centres
in Asia before spreading to the rest of the world. The HINT1 strain of Avian Flu was first diagnosed in
Hong Kong in 1997. Its spread was limited to those in close contact with infected birds until the first
reported human-to-human transmission in Thailand in 2004. A mutant strain, which may have been
resistant to the current vaccine, was identified in China and Vietnam in 2011. Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) was first diagnosed in China in 2002. Between February and July 2003 it was spread
worldwide via international air travel. During that period, 8,098 people were infected, of whom nearly
800 (9.6%) died.

NORTON'’S PROPHECY

Noam Chomsky suggests western governments are, in part, responsible for the conditions which may lead
to cities going feral. He questions whether they are able to abandon their pursuit of global dominance
based on inequality, exploitation of human and natural resources, and the failure to recognise the true
costs of waste and pollution for the benefit and, ultimately, survival of the species (Chomsky, 2003, p.12).
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The globally-connected, deregulated, free market has created economic benefit for some but has also
increased global financial instability. As previously described, this has also led to a geographical underclass,
labouring in a black market of “informalisation” and exploitation, sowing the seeds for the Feral City.

“The Feral City may be a phenomenon that never takes place, yet its emergence should not
be dismissed as impossible...

“While it may be premature to suggest that a truly Feral City... can be found anywhere on
the globe today, indicators point to a day, not too distant, when such examples will easily
be found.”

(Norton, 2003 pp.97-98)

Built and Natural Environment Research Papers ¢ Vol. 5 No. 1, 2012 19



Built and Natural Environment Research Papers December 2012

REFERENCES
Beckett, A. (2003) Santiago Dreaming. The Guardian. [Online]. Available at http://www.guardian.co.uk/
technology/2003/sep/08/sciencenews.chile. (Accessed: 2nd February 2013)

Berman, J. and Das, A. (2000) Down and Out: Labouring Under Global Capitalism. New Delhi:
Amsterdam University Press

Carey, J. (ed.) (1999) The Faber Book of Utopias. London: Faber and Faber
Cavallaro, D. (2000) Cyberpunk and Cyberculture. London: The Athlone Press

Chomsky, N. (2003) Hegemony or survival? : America’s quest for global dominance. London: Hamish
Hamilton

Davis M. (2006) Planet of Slums. London: Verso

Gardner, H. (1972) The New Oxford Book of English Verses: 1250-1950. New York: Oxford University
Press

Graham, S. (2004) Cities, War and Terrorism: towards an urban geopolitics. Oxford: Blackwell

Macnair, T. (2012) Bird Flu. Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/physical health/conditions/
birdflul.shtml (Accessed: 30 October 2012)

Macnair, T. (2012) Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome. Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/
physical_health/conditions/sars1.shtml (Accessed: 30 October 2012)

More, T. (1965) Utopia. Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Classics

Norton, R.]. The United States Naval War College (2003) Feral Cities, The New Strategic Environment.
Autumn 2003, pp. 97-106

Perrow, C. (2007) The Next Catastrophe: reducing our vulnerabilities to natural, industrial, and terrorist
disasters. New Jersey: Princeton University Press

Raban, J. (1974) Soft City. London: Hamish Hamilton

The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (2001) World Urbanization Prospect:

2001 revision. Available at: http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/wup2001/WUP2001_CHI1.
pdf (Accessed: 2nd February 2013)

20



Portmeirion, Perspective
and Pleasure

Francis Ellis' and Sebastian Messer?

ABSTRACT

The holiday village of Portmeirion was created by Bertram Clough Williams-Ellis
(1883-1978) over a period of fifty-one years, starting in 1926. It was grade Il listed in
1971.

However, Portmeirion has become a part of western popular culture rather than of
mainstream architectural history. Its use as the setting for the cult 1967 television series
“The Prisoner” ensures continued worldwide interest and a constant stream of visitors.

Williams Ellis’ design methods were empirical, initial designs being adjusted by eye on
site in close collaboration with trusted builders.

This paper analyses the development of Portmeirion as a gesamtkunstwerk; considering
the experience of movement through the village as a dynamic composition of shifting
vistas, focusing the visitor on a series of constructed views. Through this analysis,
Portmeirion is revealed as both a manifestation of the architecture of pleasure and an
exercise in the pleasure of architecture.

Keywords: Baroque, empirical, narrative architecture, perspective, pleasure, urban design

INTRODUCTION

Williams-Ellis> architectural training was curtailed after a mere three months so his development as an
architect happened informally. He adopted his middle name, Clough, as a nom d’artiste by which he was

commonly known, so his chosen nomenclature is used hereafter.

Clough was a keen sailor and his ad hoc education was augmented by travelling widely; a tour of northern
Italy proved especially significant as it introduced him both to the coastal village of Portofino and to
Geoffrey Scott, the author of “The Architecture of Humanism’ (Williams-Ellis, 1971, p.193). The former
would inspire Clough aesthetically, whilst Scott’s psychological analysis of the Baroque would refine his
approach to design. The village of Portmeirion can therefore be seen as a physical manifestation of both

an empirical and psychoanalytical approach to architectural beauty.
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Clough developed a parallel career as an essayist alongside his architectural and landscape practice. In
the aftermath of the First World War, he became recognised as a vocal advocate for the countryside and
a supporter of development control, confronting the contemporary building boom.

In his writings, he tried to educate the public about the importance of good proportions over rich detail,
a possibly surprising stance in view of the works for which he is best known. The term ‘Clough-up’,
coined by Sir John Summerson (Haslam, 1996, p.16) during the interwar period to describe the process
of making-over a dull building with colour and additional details, was an early example of the public’s
perception of Clough’s work.

During his travels Clough began to dream of creating a coastal settlement as an exemplar and his gradual
success made it economically possible to consider this in earnest. Clough sailed round the coast of Britain
during holidays looking for a possible site. However, the ideal location was eventually discovered within
five miles of his home in North Wales. The Aber-14 peninsula estate had been occupied by a reclusive
tenant. Clough visited it on her death, discovering that it offered the ideal combination of rural beauty
and developmental autonomy for which he was searching.

METHODOLOGY

This paper first considers the village holistically, looking at the experience of movement through the
composition and considering the pauses and vistas along the way. The horseshoe-shaped promenade
around the valley affords a sequence of views to the buildings ranged along the cliff edge. These groupings
of buildings are then considered in more detail.

Portmeirion is famous for its density of style, colour and detail, so the diagrams in this paper attempt to
strip the compositions to their basic forms in an effort to reveal the formal juxtapositions.

Clough (1973, p.26) referred to the development of the village as being “dozens of competing ideas™
bound by “certain basic principles in common.” The result is a curiosity; seemingly a late-flowering of
nineteenth century eclecticism and exoticism, out of step with modernity. However, from our perspective
Portmeirion can be re-framed as a simulacrum — a reproduction without an original — proto-typical of
what became known in the 1980s as “narrative architecture”. The final section of this paper considers
this reading in relation to Clough’s own theoretical writings.
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THE VILLAGE

Portmeirion’s commercial origin as an eccentric seaside hotel is pertinent to the understanding of the
village. New structures could only be justified by the demand for accommodation so the village grew with
the success of the venture as a destination for staying guests.

EARLY DEVELOPMENT

In the early years, the village began at the east side with the Toll House [7]. The horseshoe-shaped
promenade along the existing access road that curves around the valley remained as he found it until one
reached the original stable block [30] on the north side. The first modest new accommodation blocks,
Angel [26] and Neptune [27], were placed between the access road on the west side of the valley and the
existing fish pond and cottage to create the initial village setting. The access road continued down to The
Hotel [37], converted from the original house, which was the focal point for both staying guests and day
visitors before cafes and shops were established in the village.

Clough began to establish “the essential dominant structures on their respective pre-selected key sites”
— referring to the Watch House [12], the Campanile [10] and the Chantry [18], occupying prominent,
elevated positions along the cliff edge and the east side of the valley — which were completed during the
initial phase of development prior to the outbreak of the Second World War.

Besides the cliff top grouping — described later in more detail — the other works of this period consisted
of the alteration and redevelopment of the existing buildings.

The Town Hall [35], built at the end of this period, came about to make use of architectural salvage. Its
location, at the junction of the east-west axis and the western leg of the ‘horseshoe’ leading south to The
Hotel [37] suggests this site was earmarked for a significant structure. The perception on site, however, is
of a fagade, constituting a piece of opportune scene setting, reinforcing the ‘High Street’ theme. Despite
the Town Hall’s actual bulk, its position low down on the west side of the valley and domestically-scaled
surroundings restrict the views so it is not overbearing (figure 2).

Figure 2: The Town Hall, viewed from the east (photograph: E. Ellis)
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POST WORLD WAR II DEVELOPMENT

Post-war, the village developed to the east. A dedicated car park was created north east of the valley
and the approach to the village is punctuated by two houses that bridge the road before the Toll House
[7] on Battery Square is reached. As well as defining the day visitor’s position as an outsider — a “silent
‘remember where you are’”, as the architect called it — this is a deliberately theatrical move.

Between 1954 and 1969, additions were made to the north and east sides of the valley, which can be
recognised by a more severe, often classical, aesthetic, whilst architectural salvage added to the material
palette and mixture of styles.
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Figure 3: The sequence of vistas along the promenade (image: F. Ellis)
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Figure 4: The sequence of vistas around the horseshoe-shaped promenade (image: F. Ellis)
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THE SEQUENCE OF VISTAS

The access road, extant when Clough acquired the site, was largely retained as found and forms the spine
around which most of the buildings are arrayed. This road guides the visitor’s steps to the extent that it
can be considered as the central organising force linking a sequence of key vistas (figures 3 and 4).
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Figure 5: Controlled vistas — view from the north (image: E. Ellis)

The old, inner wall around the north-eastern side of the valley basin hides the piazza until it is revealed,
first through an arch at the north corner looking diagonally south (figure 5 (A)), then by encouraging
visitors to enter the back of the Gloriette [21] at the head of the piazza (figure 5 (B)). Following these
two theatrical set pieces, the obstructing wall is broken down around the north-west corner to give the
impression that all can be seen, but this is illusory. The architect is still in control through the placement
of trees and the hard landscaping guides where one stands. The views of the cliff-top massing from these
three points tend to flatten the composition and dispel the impression of a greater settlement so trees and
the eye-catching piazza complex in front work to make this less apparent.
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Figure 6: Controlled vistas — view from the west (image: F. Ellis)

The western leg of the ‘horseshoe’, forming a north-south axis along the access road passing in front the
Town Hall [35] and leading to The Hotel [37], evolved to provide a series of linked pauses in the visitor’s
promenade, rather than a set-piece view in itself.

Jones (1996, p.131) notes that the refectory added later alongside the Hall is one of the less successful
aspects of the composition, despite its undoubted functionality. The Town Hall’s standalone importance
is undermined by this side wing and terrace; an instance where the crowding of the massing does not add
delight and distraction. A glimpse of the Chantry [18] (figure 6 (D)), situated on the high ground of the
east side of the valley, is possible across the piazza between the Trinity [28] and Neptune [27] buildings,
reinforcing the Chantry’s importance in the overall visual composition.

The next pause comes opposite the Town Hall [35] entrance, looking back across the valley along the
east-west axis (figure 6 (E)). With more recent additions, this is now a very formal composition framed
by wrought ironwork and focused on the dome of the Pantheon [16], with statues and small structures
placed at alternate steps along the way. As well as accentuating the height and grandeur of the dome, the
composition works to counter the appearance of the rise in the ground level of over seven metres and
reinforces the false-scale applied to the Government House [11] terrace above and to the right of the
viewer.
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Figure 7: The Dolphin, viewed from the east-west axis (photograph: F. Ellis)

Heading south from the Town Hall [35], the access road drops more steeply towards The Hotel [37] and
the buildings step back, leading the visitor’s eye to the middle distance. The trees and the estuary assume
prime importance, although the gable end of The Dolphin [13] looms above and on the left. Heightening
the perceived scale of this building, the brightly-rendered, three storey block projects beyond the side of
the promontory sturdily, but discreetly, supported on elongated stone arches (figure 7).

Clough’s application of a graded hierarchy of privacy and visibility throughout the village complex
meant that the steps became something to be discovered rather than a route to other discoveries. The
view over the balustrade to the east affords an at-arm’s-length view of the private lawn and swimming
pool at the foot of the cliff.

On the hillside opposite there are glimpses of another path and tiny white structures that step from the
Watch House [12] down to the water. Although the public can reach the bottom by another route, the
pleasure of this sequenced descent is reserved for resident guests.

The Hotel [37] retains its original importance as the culmination of the promenade, despite an
Observatory Tower camera obscura situated beyond it at the southernmost tip of the site. Viewed from
The Hotel, the cliff-top cluster is most convincing as the upper reaches of an Italian fishing village, as the
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restless orientation and forced perspective combine with the elevation and natural features to suggest a
more extensive settlement.

THE CLIFF TOP CLUSTER

The cliff top cluster of buildings remains constantly visible as one promenades around the village, and
seem to form the key intervention on the peninsula. They define two of the main external spaces (one
public — Battery Square — and one private — Battery Lawn) and three movement axes.

Drawings of the initial proposals for the cliff top cluster illustrate a single building designed to appear as
if an assemblage accreted over time. Roof silhouettes are distinctly angled and the angular juxtapositions
of the components either emphasise or mask the adjusted ridge lines, depending on the position of the
viewer. The proportions are clearly being manipulated to achieve the appearance of greater scale and
distance, particularly as viewed from the Hotel [37]. The grouping, as eventually realised, has a larger
footprint and greater vertical emphasis in the elevations (figure 8).
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Figure 8: View of cliff top grouping from the west (image: F. Ellis)

The wide arc around the peninsula from which this group is visible presented both problems and
opportunities to Clough. A “false perspective” has to be viewed within a particular range, and it will soon
break down with variance of proximity and multiple viewpoints. To overcome this, Clough employed the
restless re-orientation of the elevations to address the view from some locations and mask it from others.
In doing this, the composition defines Battery Square on the north side and Battery Lawn on the south.
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A CLOSER LOOK

In the following section, the relationships between the cliff-top cluster, the Chantry [18] and other
“essential dominant structures” are examined in greater detail.
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Figure 9: Aerial view, illustrating the actual and perceived geometry of Battery Square (image: F. Ellis)

BATTERY SQUARE

Compressed on three sides between buildings, with the access road to its fourth, Battery Square is
distorted to a shallow arc. The perception from either end of the space is, however, quite different
(figure 9).

Clough exploited the eye’s instinctive tendency to “correct” at each end of Battery Square to affect the

near view, whilst also using the multiple orientations of facades already described to address the distant
views of these buildings throughout the village.
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Figure 10: View of Toll House and Battery from the north-west (image: E. Ellis)

The use of clapboard on the Toll House [7] and Battery [8] facades means there is always a vertical
scale held up to these buildings, making the apparent window and eaves heights difficult to manipulate.
No attempt has been made to vary the gauge of the timber boarding; instead the Toll House facade is
progressively stepped out with each rising storey while the Battery facade leans in towards the top (figure
10). This is gently assisted by the overlap of the boards. The result is a gentle diminution of the perceived
scale and the corner is easier to appraise within the constricted space. The Toll House [7] has a much
modulated appearance with a first floor balcony hiding the play in scale.

Standing in the corner between Toll House [7] and Battery [8] looking west, the diminished perspective
of the Prior’s Lodging [9] facade assists in ‘opening up’ the acute angle between it and the Round House
[14], resulting in the external space appearing more regularly square (figure 9).
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Figure 11: View of Battery Square from the east (image: F. Ellis)

As the eye pans round to the south-west the reversal of the perspective is assisted by the battered western
corner and small upper windows of Prior’s Lodging [9] (figure 11).

The original use of the ground floor storeys of the Battery [8] and Prior’s Lodging [9] as garages resulted
in wide, arched openings. However, these serve to exaggerate the apparent width of the Lady’s Lodge
[15] and Round House [14] facades.

The seat and statue, set centrally in the square, distract the eye as it sweeps across the facades and
encourage the bystander to circulate for a better view, so the reversal of perspective is not at first apparent.

The addition of the Round House [14] in 1959 and the adjacent arch to the path to Government House
[11] had a considerable effect on Battery Square due to the enclosure it gave to the west end. The effect
of the enclosure is to draw attention to the square itself and the opening at the west end is only revealed
as one crosses the Square, when the disconnection of the wall becomes apparent. Clough used those
additions to infer a wider and more regular ‘square’ than is actually the case.
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Figure 12: View of the Campanile from Baitery Square (image: F. Ellis)

THE CAMPANILE

The base of the Campanile [10] is masked from within Battery Square so the tapering, forced perspective
of the visible upper portion makes it appear taller and further away, working in harmony with the view
to the west within the square (figure 12). Prior to the construction of the Roundhouse, a distant view of
Angel [26], Neptune [27] and The Mermaid [24] cottages was possible from within Battery Square. The
base of the Campanile [10] is concealed, and combined with the effect of the false perspective of the
facade on the Prior’s Lodging [9], suggests a greater distance across the valley.

A similar effect is achieved when viewing the Campanile [10] from the north side of The Dolphin
[13] and Government House [11]. Masking of the base again allows it to combine with the apparent
perspective of these structures to increase the appearance of scale and distance.
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Figure 13: View of Battery Lawn from the south west (image: E. Ellis)

BATTERY LAWN

From the private Battery Lawn, on the south side of the Campanile [10], one cannot retreat far enough
to read the whole as one composition (figure 13). The narrow, lancet windows to Prior’s Lodging [9]
suggest an increased verticality and disguise the line of the first floor level. The lawn is raised and
rounded above the surrounding path to emphasise the height of the Campanile [10] but hide the base
of the buildings on the opposite side. Fagade orientation and partial concealment are used to the same
purpose as in the vista from the shore line, offering the suggestion of additional buildings just out of view.
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