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Questionnaire

by Wendell Berry

How much poison are you willing
to eat for the success of the free
market and global trade? Please
name your preferred poisons.

For the sake of goodness, how much
evil are you willing to do?

Fill in the following blanks

with the names of your favorite

evils and acts of hatred.

What sacrifices are you prepared

to make for culture and civilization?
Please list the monuments, shrines,
and works of art you would

most willingly destroy.

In the name of patriotism and

the flag, how much of our beloved
land are you willing to desecrate?
List in the following spaces

the mountains, rivers, towns, farms
you could most readily do without.

State briefly the ideas, ideals, or hopes,
the energy sources, the kinds of security;
for which you would kill a child.

Name, please, the children whom

you would be willing to kill.

Copyright © 2012 by Wendell Berry, from New Collected Poems. Reprinted by permission of
Counterpoint.

This article is a reprint of a previously published poem. For citation purposes, please use the original

publication details; Berry, Wendell. New Collected Poems. Berkeley: Counterpoint; 2012.

© 2015 W. Berry. Published by Elsevier Inc. on behalf of Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. This is an open access
article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).


https://core.ac.uk/display/201688649?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.�0/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aogh.2015.08.029

	Questionnaire

