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Abstract. This paper presents the heritage of Germans in Romania (Danube 

Swabians and Transylvanian Saxons) in relationship with the regions of emigration 
in the home country of Germany. Nowadays there are institutions dealing with the 

effects of immigration on art and architecture, including research institutions and 

museums, and the paper makes reference to these. Also, Italian research is 
interested in the province of Dacia and many conservation methods come from 

those lessons, while many of the buildings in the home country were inspired by 
Italian journeys. The heritage was subjected to disasters over time (earthquake, 

fire, war among others) and is facing abandonment today, for which reason 

conservation and management of these heritage buildings is important. This 
conservation includes also digital conservation, such as CAD virtual reconstruction 

and laser scanning. The confessional history has been different, with the Saxons 
arriving before the church Reformation and becoming protestant, while the 

Swabians arrived as part of the Counter-Reform of Emperor Maria Theresia of the 
Habsburgs. This, and the position of the dominant architecture programme for the 

respective periods of history of architecture determined the position of the 

churches of different confessions in the city. 2017 500 years of Reformation were 
celebrated, which made the question of confession actual and the agreement 

today between Christians. Also, the basic professions of the immigrants influenced 
how the church architecture spread from urban to rural areas. Research methods 

included looking into both scientific literature and fiction dealing with the issue of 

German churches and the confessional history, research in the archives on 
urbanism issues, visit of the sites. Baden-Württemberg, the home of the Swabians, 

features even more important Baroque heritage after the emigration of the Danube 
Swabians, which opens the questions for incentives of the movement of population 

that time. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

We conducted a research on church buildings of German origin in Romania and in 
the places of origin of the German immigrants connected to the church 

reformation, which celebrated its 500th anniversary in 2017. This included the turn 
of Saxons to evangelic and the bringing of Danube Swabians in the course of the 

Counter Reformation of the Habsburgs under Maria Theresia. 
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The region of South-East Europe which historically was in the span of tensions of 

the Habsburg multi-ethnic empire as well as the Ottoman multi-ethnic empire is 
historically multi-ethnic. Multiculturalism which is today experienced through 

immigration of refugees in former national states such as Italy and Germany here 
exists historically and there are political solutions for this. This left the traces also 

on art and architecture and may be subject of research for different programmes 

related to emigration. In case of Transylvania this can be from Romania, German 
or Hungarian funding. 2009 the conference of the Foundation Transylvania Nostra 

on “Theoretical and Practical Issues on Built Heritage Conservation – Tusnad” had 
as topic “The Vernacular and the Multicultural Dialogue” [1]. As such, the heritage 

of the Germans who came to Transylvania for different reasons (the Saxons to 
protect the frontiers through founded cities, the Danube Swabians for confessional 

reasons and to revive agriculture after numerous falls by the Turks) is a testimony 

to this. 

The most important method used was the site visit, to experience the heritage first 

hand. To this connects the photographic research of the urban ensemble, the 
architectural object and the details. The second method was the review of 

literature. Besides of scientific literature although fiction connected to churches 

was looked on. Scientific literature comes not only from Romanian, German and 
Hungarian space, but also from Italy, connected to both conception and 

conservation of this heritage. Apart of this some archives, including in Italy, were 
consulted. 

 

2. MARIA THERESIA AND THE BAROQUE 

The Danube Swabians were brought to Transylvania by emperor Maria Theresia 

about 300 years ago. If we were to see the spirituality of Maria Theresia, we 
visited in the anniversary year 2017 Kloster Neuburg near Vienna, a monastery of 

the Augustinians north-east of Vienna. The foundation was laid in the Middle Ages, 

but today’s architecture is Baroque. The image of Maria Theresia is also depicted in 
the Danube Swabians museum in Ulm, Germany. The urban planning of Maria 

Theresia was to give importance to catholic church buildings in the course of 
counter reform. A good example is Timișoara in Romania [2]. 

Ulm is a city situated in Germany on the Oberschwäbische Barockstraße (the 
barock street of Upper Swabia [3]), a cultural route marked by various churches 

and monasteries from the time of the Baroque. The Danube Swabians left in that 

period, tired from wars before. But the region then enjoyed a development. In 
Timiș and Sathmar Baroque developed afterwards as well, as it can be seen mainly 

in church architecture, but sometimes also in the architecture of houses. For this a 
task to be later developed is to look at the housing types in the village museum in 

Bad Schussenried, a locality housing also a baroque monastery with an impressive 

library, in the property of Staatliche Schlößer und Gärten. Another impressive 
landmark of the street is the basilica in Weingarten near Ravensburg, a place of 

pilgrimage to the blood Christy. The provenience of the vernacular architecture of 
the Danube Swabians is discussed, between being inspired by the neighbouring 

nations found here [4] and the places of provenience [5]. We did a 3D model of 
the vernacular housing in Sathmar [6]. Staatliche Schlößer und Gärten (State 

Castles and Gardens Baden-Württemberg) [7] is a public governmental institution 
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which administers castles, monasteries and gardens which belong to the state in 

Baden-Württemberg. Similar institutions exist in other German lands. 

 

3. THE NARRATIVE 

We look mainly at architecture, but the connection between architecture and 

literature is not to be neglected. As such, Ken Follett, a British bestseller author, 

was decorated for the promotion of architecture in his novels. Pillars of the Earth 
and World without End are writing on the construction of a church to monastery 

and the subsequent constructions in the city, being translated also in construction 
management games. It takes place before, in the time of Gothic.  

Hermann Hesse, the Nobel laureate, wrote Narziß und Goldmund [8] to take place 

in the monastery of Maulbronn (as evangelical seminar building), also a monastery 
belonging to Staatliche Schlößer und Gärten. The monastery is one of the best 

kept north of Alps from its time. In Calw by Karlsruhe there is the birth house of 
Hermann Hesse, a half-timbered (Fachwerk) house and a museum to the author. 

Similar to Maulbronn is the evangelical church and the ruin of the former 
monastery in Bad Herrenalb. Bad Herrenalb is one of the 3 resorts in the 

mountains of the Black Forest south of Karlsruhe, along with Bad Wildbad (close to 

Calw) and Baden Baden. The role of the ruin to the resort, which in 2017 housed 
the garden exhibition of the land, is to be researched. The other two resorts have 

also remarkable thermal bath buildings. 

But also related to Romania, the play Vlaicu Vodă [9] tells about Catholicism in 

Walachia, by Alexandru Davila, introduction which determined the Saxons in 

Câmpulung to remain Catholics unlike the Saxons of Transsylvania and as such 
assimilated by the majority of the population. The Bărăția catholic church in 

Câmpulung was subject of laser scanning in the project ReSITUS along with the 
Negru Voda orthodox monastery in the same city [10], [11]. The Baratia church 

was restored to Communist time by Ștefan Balș, an architect who also studied at 

Accademia di Romania a Roma [12]. 

 

4. THE TRANSYLVANIAN SAXON HERITAGE 

The Saxons came to Transylvania 800 years ago and hence their religious heritage 

is many times from a time of the Gothic. Since they had to withstand the 

numerous attacks of Turks and Mongols the churches developed as fortified. Apart 
of Câmpulung outside the Carpathian arch, the Saxons settled in the interior, and 

built mainly 7 fortresses, hence the German name Siebenbürgen.  

A remarkable church is the Black church in Brasov, the largest Gothic church in 

Eastern Europe [12]. The church bears the name black from the 1689 fire after 
which it was restored during the time of the Reformation. This way the disaster is 

linked to a change in confession, and the interior space was changed in 

reconstruction to the evangelic needs of the Saxons. 

In Sibiu, we see a similar urban planning in the Great Place with the Bruckenthal 

palace and the catholic church, the evangelic church remaining in the medieval 
pattern side to the Small Place as we mention to Maria Theresia. The Gothic 

church of the majoritarian Saxons is in the side, as we will see the catholic church 
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in Karlsruhe, while the catholic baroque church is opposite the Bruckenthal palace 

in the main place. Sibiu also features the current headquarters of the association 
of German evangelic church in Transilvania, in Neppendorf. Here a number of 

cultural activities take place. As such, architecture related, in September 2010 
there was a conference on Bürger als Architekten ihrer Stadt (Citizens as architects 

of their city) [13] dealing with participative planning and since a number of years 

they are co-organiser of the conference series on Library and Information Science 
[14]. 

Similar place for cultural activities is the church in Dealu Frumos/Schönberg (cf. 
Figure 1) which is administered by the “Ion Mincu” University of Architecture and 

Urbanism [15] as study centre for vernacular architecture. Although a fortified 
church, it is not on the list of UNESCO protected churches. However, the change of 

function rendered it case study for the COST action TD1406 “Intelligent 

management of heritage buildings” [16]. 

 

Figure 1: Religious Heritage of the Transylvanian Saxons. Church in Dealu 

Frumos/Schönberg 

Source: Maria Boștenaru Dan (2014). 

The first UNESCO protected church was the one in Biertan/Birthälm [17]. After 

that, another 6 joined. Biertan is close to Mediaș, another former Saxon city. One 
of the albums published on this heritage is [18]. 

From the new churches on UNESCO list, the one in Viscri/Deutschweißkirch caught 
the attention of Prince Charles and the Mihai Eminescu trust under his protection. 

It was subject of a number of restorations respecting the Saxon heritage in 
vernacular architecture. But Mihai Eminescu trust also restored the synagogue in 

Mediaș [19]. A photo of Viscri we did made it into the exhibition Germans in 

Romania organized by EuroFotoArt and displayed in Sibiu and in Austria, in 
Kärnten [20]. Other fortified churches in the region are Keisd and Prejmer. 

Sighișoara/Schäßburg is another Saxons heritage on UNESCO list. Actually, the 
Danube Swabian Museum in Ulm hosts in spring 2018 an exhibition about Germans 

in Romania with catalogue [21], talking also about the approach to monuments 
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and restoration. The German institutions are involved in restoration, as the GTZ 

which had projects in Sibiu and Timișoara [22]. 

In Germany, there is a museum dedicated to the heritage of Transylvania in 

Gundelsheim am Neckar [23], which is a research institute of the University of 
Heidelberg. 

In Bucharest, there is an evangelic church [24], and Queen Elisabeth of Romania, 

Princess of Wied, contributed to the interior decoration of the church, which was 
sadly lost during restoration. 

 

5. THE HERITAGE OF THE DANUBE SWABIANS 

To the Danube Swabians belong various stories, for example Josef Wohnhas [25]. 

Danube Swabians can be found in two locations in Romania: in Banat and in 
Sathmar. In Sathmar the Danube Swabians were brought by the count of Karolyi. 

2012 there were 300 years since the begin of the immigration. The count of 
Karolyi was a mighty count, with numerous castles across Hungary, but the main 

headquarters in Carei, Romania. The wealth of the count was well above 
Budapester nobleman, and there is a Karolyi palace in Budapest as well, now the 

literature museum. In Carei the Károlyi count launched the most important 

Hungarian architect, that time young, Miklos Ybl. Young Miklos Ybl reconstructed 
damaged churches in the 1834 Érmellék earthquake, and maybe this after what he 

was launched as architect of the Károlyis. One of these important ones is the one 
in Căpleni/Kaplau by Carei [26] (Fig. 2), where also the Károlyis are buried. The 

main roman catholic church in Carei [27] is related as baroque architecture to the 

dome in Timișoara [2]. Carei is like Timișoara a multiethnic multiconfessional city, 
with also reformed church, orthodox church, synagogue. The reformed church in 

the village of Ciumești/Schamagosch by Carei was present as restoration at the 
Architecture Biennale in 2014 [28]. The church in Foieni/Fienen was designed by a 

German architect from Würzburg, Joseph Bittheuser, who served the Karolyi count 

[29]. Timiș features two pilgrimage churches, Maria Radna and Maria Ciclova [2]. 
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Figure 2: Religious heritage of the Danube Swabians: Church in Capleni, 

reconstructed by Ybl Miklos 

Source: Maria Boștenaru Dan (2014). 

The Hungarian conationals had not evangelic or catholic churches, but reformed 

ones. The association Transylvania Nostra organized an excursion to timber 
churches resembling the Saxon ones in Crasna/Kraszna and 

Șamșun/Szilágysámson (Zalău), the later with Baroque timber roof [30]. Like in 

Mediaș where the first woman architect of Transylvania (Erika Paulas [31]) built a 
hospital, in Cluj she built a seminar building to the reformed church in Farkas 

street. Also, Károly Kos, the architect inspired by vernacular architecture, built a 
reformed church in Cluj. But most notable reformed churches are those by Imre 

Makovecz [32]. In Cluj there is a reformed church, and in Timișoara a reformed 

collegium. Also, in Sfântu Gheorghe there is a reformed funerary chapel. However, 
in Miercurea Ciuc the church is catholic. Close to Miercurea Ciuc there is a 

pilgrimage place in Sumuleu Ciuc with an open altar for the mass of the masses 
also by Makovecz. These churches can be put in connection to those of Hungary, 

such as the reformed church in Siofok on the south Balaton shore, the ecumenic 
church in the central place of the reconstruction in Devecser, a place rebuilt after 

the chemical catastrophe of Ajka and the burial chapel in the cemetery of 

Farkasrét in Budapest. In Szazhalombatta by Budapest he built a catholic church, 
as well as the buildings of the Pázmány Péter catholic university by Budapest. For 

Budapest the church could not be built, but in 2014 there was an exhibition in the 
Academy of Arts founded by him displaying 3D models. Related to German 

heritage, when close to the Danube Swabians inhabited regions the architecture 
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was related, such as to Fachwerk in the Visegrad sports hall (1985), or the village 

hall in Kakasd (1986) close to Pécs/Fünfkirchen. The latter features a Swabian 
tower and a part resembling the Swabian house. The interior theatre room 

features a roof similar to that seen at the reformed church of Crasna. These 
churches also have important timber parts, such as the German built church in Érd 

by Budapest, also close to the Swabian place of Törökbálint/Großturwald, where Le 

Notre is organizing an Erasmus seminar [33]. Danube Swabians were namely 
represented on the territory of the Habsburg empire, being brought by Maria 

Teresia. 

Apart of the Museum in Ulm [34], dedicated to Danube Swabians, there are a 

number of Danube Swabian houses across Germany, mainly in Baden 
Württemberg (Württemberg stays today for Swabians), the first one being in 

Sindelfingen by Stuttgart [35] which features a typical room, but where is also 

possible to do research on ancestry. For the Sathmar Swabians this is largely 
covered by [36]. In Tübingen there is a research institute [37] to this heritage, 

with library and photo library. 

 

6. BADEN WÜRTTEMBERG, THE HOME COUNTRY OF THE 
SWABIANS 

Back in Germany, in Baden Württemberg, few years after the begin of the 

emigration of Swabians new cities such as Karlsruhe were founded (1715). They 

were plan cities of the Baroque, although the architecture was Classicist by the 
architect Friedrich Weinbrenner [39]. The city offered facilities to those moving to 

the city to attract them, like freedom of taxes and encouragement of 
multiconfessionality. Although the count of Karlsruhe was from Durlach and 

evangelical, the neighbouring Baden Baden was catholic. The main catholic church 
was designed by Weinbrenner and is situated a little out of the main Via 

Triumphalis of the city. It is inspired by the church of Minerva in Assisi, Italy, 

where Weinbrenner went during his Rome stay [40]. The church was damaged 
during the World War II and got afterwards a new reinforced concrete cupola. 

However, from an urbanistic point of view it played an influence in the designs in 
the competition for the Baden library on the opposite side. Both Aldo Rossi [41] 

and the winning project of Ungers refer to the cupola in their designs. In 2017 out 

of respect for the Luther year at 500 years since reformation a statue of Luther 
was displayed in the church. We talked about this church as a case study in this 

journal [42]. The city of Karlsruhe, born in the time of the Baroque, was an 
absolutist city of the count, different of the Medieval founded cities of the Saxons. 

The evangelic church is situated on Via Triumphalis out of the castle. The exterior 
walls and columns resisted the bombing [43] but the interior was redone in 

reinforced concrete. Julian Hanschke is preparing a digital reconstruction which 

was partly shown during the 300 years anniversary [44]. Other notable evangelic 
churches in Karlsruhe are the church at Gottesauer Platz, a church in the style of 

National Romantic and as such related to that of Aladar Árkay in Budapest and of 
Alvar Aalto in Tampere, Finland. The architect Otto Bartning, who also enjoyed 

stay in Rome, designed 3 evangelic churches in Karlsruhe: Markus church on Yorck 

place (1934–1935), Church of Peace in Karlsruhe-Weiherfeld (1949), Thomas 
church in Karlsruhe-Daxlanden (1958–1960). The post-war period displayed the 

presence of another architect of church architecture in Karlsruhe. Ottokar Uhl, a 
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Viennese architect known for the pioneering participative planning [45], hence 

important for the sociology of architecture built a church in Karlsruhe Neureut. The 
theory of the architect was that churches shall be demontable after use, as also 

the montage church Siemensstreet in Vienna Floridsdorf (1962) shows. 

Unlike in Romania, cemeteries in Germany are not confessional. The same 

Staatliche Schlösser und Gärten administers the burial chapel of the counts of 

Karlsruhe in the forest. In the main cemetery there is a burial chapel as well. 

We were also involved in the practica to a monastery, the Monastery of Sf. Ioan in 

Bucharest (Bucureștii noi), featuring also timber elements as in the churches 
shown. Although the monastery was thought with a quadratic courtyard, given that 

not all necessary parcels could be bought, this did not happen. 

Today Baden-Württemberg is even more connected to Romanian historical 

research through the heritage of the Romanian Royal House. 

 

7. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

2017 was the year to celebrate 500 years of reformation. There were 500 years 
since Martin Luther proclamed his thesises. It was an occasion for different 

celebrations in the city of Luther, including landscape architecture. Atelier Le Balto 

designed for Lutherstadt Eisleben and the garden show IBA Stadtumbau (urban 
regeneration) Sachsen-Anhalt in frame of the project „Lutherweg Eisleben” (the 

way of Luther in Eisleben, 2008). Before it obtained the 1st prize in a competition 
in 2007 [46] as presented at the conference on landscape 2016 in Karlsruhe [47]. 

The Saxons of Transylvania immigrated Catholic but became Evangelic, while the 

Danube Swabians were part of Counterreformation and were there to increase the 
Catholic population. This immigration history is reflected in the art and architecture 

of the immigrants as the article shows. The churches also changed with 
confession, from the middle age structure [48], [49]. 

Also the home regions from where immigration happened changed over time. The 

Saxons, who brought to Romania an urban civilisation [50], where warriors from 
that time Western Germany, and the heritage has little to do with the heritage in 

today’s Germany, for example the Evangelical Frauenkirche in Dresden, restored 
recently after bombing. The Swabians on the opposite brought a rather agricultural 

village culture. The churched followed typisation in Banat [2], but were a different 
expression from the typical house. It is remarkable in Timiș Banat that at the time 

of the Baroque also the villages were planned as for example the city of Karlsruhe 

(the village of Șarlota/Charlottenburg, Frumușeni/Engelsdorf, 
Fântânele/Schönberg) in circular (the first) or rectangular shape. The colonists 

from Luxembourg came from the region of the historical Swabia, which included 
Alsace and Lorraine, in four villages of Timiș Banat (Cenad/Tschanad, Biled/Billed, 

Peciul Nou, Dudeștii Noi/Neubeschenowa) [5]. The Swabian kingdom, from the 

same time as the Saxon one, encompassed the region over the origins of the 
Danube, including Alsace and norther Switzerland, with Strasbourg and lake 

Konstanz. In today’s strategies of the Danube, it is a possible topic of research on 
how heritage travelled along the Danube. The Danube is today unification for a 

number of European countries with special community programmes. The theories 
of [4] and [5] relating the origin of rural housing of the Danube Swabians are 
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contradictory, while [4] sustains inspiration from local models of the multi-ethnic 

environment found in Romania, [5] sustains the models brought with them. For 
this it might be useful to study also the models of the Oberschwaben from where 

the migrants came, as in the village museum in Bad Schussenried [38]. In fact, [4] 
uses the research method of the village museums from Bucharest and Timișoara 

for typical colonist houses. 

Some of the heritage of the Saxons and Swabians was affected by disasters, both 
natural (the 1834 Érmellék earthquake in Sathmar [51]) and man-made (the fire in 

Brasov, the war bombing in Karlsruhe). Churches as prominent heritage were 
particularly affected, due to their position in the tissue of the city and the 

monumental architecture. They are testimonies of changes in the history of the 
city. The emigration of the German inhabitants and the loss of religious attendants 

poses a new hazard in the 21st century. 

Finally, the church has been architectural program by excellence in the Middle 
Ages. This is when the Gothic fortified churches were raised. In the time of 

Counter Reform and Baroque, the castle was the one taking the most prominent 
position in absolutism, and the position of the church in the city in relationship with 

the city showed its importance. However, Austrian rules prescribed for planned 

villages in Banat to be in the centre [4]. 
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