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A recent article in The Lancet establishing the principles
of inclusion health, highlighted substantial gaps in our under-
standing of the drivers of health inequalities in socially ex-
cluded groups such as people with a history of incarceration,
people who experience homelessness, sex workers, people with
mental illness, and people who inject drugs1. Cross-sectoral
data linkage of electronic health records with services working
with socially excluded groups was one of the key recommen-
dations of this article. The magnitude of health disparities
observed in people that experience social exclusion necessi-
tates an international public health response and addressing
the determinants of social exclusion has been identified as a
key component of closing the gap of Indigenous disadvantage2.
This symposium will establish data linkage as a key compo-
nent of the inclusion health and will complement the efforts of
the Pan American Health Oranization’s (PAHO) Commission
on Equity and Health Inequalities in the Americas.

Traditional survey methodology is costly and often results
in studies that are highly parochial in nature. Due to difficul-
ties recruiting and retaining marginalized groups, these studies
are commonly forced to adopt methodological concessions, of-
ten selecting the most convenient participants (i.e., selection
bias) or incurring increased rates of loss-to-follow-up (i.e., at-
trition bias). Conversely, global studies aimed at modelling
the burden of disease are often not sufficiently nuanced to an-
swer specific inferential research questions. Data-linkage has
the potential to overcome these common biases and limita-
tions. Thus, harmonised international data-linkage studies are
an important component of the inclusion health response to
identify the determinants of health inequalities in socially ex-
cluded groups and inform the global inclusion health agenda.

This symposium will bring together facilitators from three
countries with extensive experience conducting data linkage
studies that generate evidence on health and social inequal-
ity in socially excluded groups. Using a current multinational
study as an example, barriers to international data-linkage
studies, methodological solutions, and distributed approaches
to generating international comparative evidence will be pre-
sented. Innovative examples of cross-sectoral approaches to

linkage with social service, correctional and national survey
data will be discussed. The development of a novel frame-
work for identifying social exclusion exposures and determi-
nants of health inequalities typically not captured in admin-
istrative health data will also be discussed. The session will
conclude with a discussion aimed at forming the foundation of
an international data linkage project to address these current
gaps identified in the inclusion health series and best prac-
tice for translation to policy and practice to address health
disparities in socially excluded groups.
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