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Introduction

Welsh Government invests over £120m annually in housing
related support to help prevent and tackle homelessness under
the ‘Supporting People Programme’.

A 2016 data-linkage Feasibility Study indicated health-
service utilisation reductions post-intervention, and led to a
four year project to create a national, all-Wales dataset to
provide robust statistical results.

Objectives and Approach

Establish data sharing agreements, acquire and import
anonymised individual-level data into the SAIL Databank.
Create a research ready dataset, designed to permit annual
administrative data updates to form dynamic cohort and con-
trol groups.

Create several control group methods: 1) Internal Pro-
gramme Data; 2) Matched controls; 3) Healthcare-Utilisation
Patterns; 4) External Data Sources.

Link to routine health data, obtain and link to other public
service data to gain a deeper understanding of the Programme;
how it affects use of other public services, and whether it helps
people live independently.

Complete statistical analysis using a Generalised Linear
Mixed Modelling approach.

Results

Data sharing agreements, data acquisition and standardisa-
tion complete for nineteen of twenty-two Unitary Authorities in
Wales. Temporal coverage varies by Unitary Authority (2003-
2017). 2016 data measures: match rates >85%; 57% fe-
male; lead reason for support (top 5) : ‘General’ 20%, ‘Men-
tal Health’ 15%, ‘Older People’ 14%, ‘Domestic Abuse’ 9%,
‘Young People’ 7%.

Various control group methods employed: 1) Internal ‘Pro-
gramme’ Data – no support taken up; 2) Matched controls; 3)
Healthcare-Utilisation Patterns – rejected due to sparse out-
come data; 4) External Data Sources being further explored.

Health data-linkage (emergency admissions, emergency
department attendance and primary care events) complete.
Ongoing discussions to obtain sample social care, and police
call data during 2018.

Statistical analysis underway with results planned to be
published during the summer of 2018.

Conclusion/Implications
Despite many challenges, creation of a national linked dataset
for people at risk of homelessness is possible with collaborative
working between central government, academic and local gov-
ernment bodies. This ‘Administrative Data Research Centre
Wales’ project has created a rich research resource enabling
statistical analysis to answer research questions around home-
lessness.
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