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Introduction
Justicia L. (Acanthaceae: Ruellieae: Justiciinae) is the largest genus of Acanthaceae, containing at a 
conservative estimate some 600 spp. (Graham 1988). The infrageneric classification for Justicia 
proposed by Graham (1988) did not include all of the southern African species, and this was 
subsequently corrected by Manning and Goldblatt (2014) in a synopsis of the genus for the region. 
As a result of an oversight, however, one nomenclatural correction is required in the combinations 
published by them (Manning & Goldblatt 2014) and this is provided here.

Advances in our understanding of the phylogenetic relationships among Justicia and allied genera 
since the publication of Graham’s (1988) classification, in particular the position of Diclipterinae 
as sister to the New World elements within the justicioid lineage, point to the need for a radical 
review of generic circumscriptions in the tribe (Kiel et al. 2017; McDade et al. 2000). This is 
certainly going to affect the southern African members. However, until a new, monophyletic 
classification is published, it is reasonable to follow the classification proposed by Graham (1988) 
as being the most comprehensive that is available and in order to align the taxonomy of the 
southern African species with that presently implemented in tropical Africa.

Materials and methods
Relevant literature was consulted. Online images of types were examined on https://plants.jstor.org/.

Nomenclature
1. Justicia andromeda (Lindau) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt in Bothalia 44(1), Art. #169: 4 (2014). 
Duvernoia andromeda Lindau in Botanische Jahrbücher 20: 42 (1894). Adhatoda andromeda (Lindau) 
C.B.Clarke in Flora Capensis 5, 1: 76 (1901). Type: South Africa, KwaZulu-Natal, ‘Pondoland auf 
Triften’, Oct. 1888, Bachmann 1273 (B, holo.†; K[000378681]–digital image!, lecto., designated here).

[Note: The combination published by Manning and Goldblatt (2014) was listed in the International 
Plant Names Index (http://www.ipni.org/ipni; website accessed on 27 September 2018) as an 
invalid name, evidently on the basis that the authors had erred in their citation of the place and 
date of publication of the basionym, which was published in Botanischer Jahrbücher (1894) and not 
in Engler & Prantl’s Die natutürlichen Pflanzenfamilien (1895) as was cited. However, both Art. 41.6 
Ex. 19 and 41.8c of the International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (Turland 
et al., 2018) make it clear that errors of this kind in the citation of the basionym are to be treated as 
correctible and do not affect the validity of the publication of the combination.]

2. Justicia conferta J.C.Manning & Goldblatt, nom. nov. pro. Gendarussa densiflora Hochst in 
Flora 28: 71 (1845). Adhatoda densiflora (Hochst.) J.C.Manning in Getliffe-Norris et al.: 490 (1985). 

Background: Ongoing systematic studies in the African flora necessitate periodic nomenclatural 
adjustments and corrections.

Objectives: The objective of this study was to effect requisite nomenclatural changes.

Method: Relevant literature was consulted and type specimens were examined.

Results: One nomenclatural correction is required in Justicia L. (Acanthaceae).

Conclusion: The replacement name Justicia conferta J.C.Manning & Goldblatt is provided 
for the illegitimate homonym Justicia densiflora (Hochst.) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt, and the 
validity of the combination Justicia andromeda (Lindau) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt is clarified.
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Justicia densiflora (Hochst.) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt, nom. 
illegit., non J. densiflora (Oerst.) V.A.Graham (1988). Type: 
South Africa, KwaZulu-Natal, ‘in collibus prope Pieter 
Maritzburg’ [Pietermaritzburg], Sep. 1839, Krauss 453 
(K[000378678]–digital image!, lecto., designated by 
Manning in Getliffe-Norris, Balkwill & Manning. (1985); 
BM[000931352]–digital image!, K[000378680]–digital image!, 
TUB[004459]–digital image!, iso.).

Adhatoda natalensis Nees: 391 (1847), nom. illeg. superfl. 
[based on same type as Gendarussa densiflora Hochst. (1845)]. 
Justicia natalensis T.Anderson: 38 (1863), nom. illeg. Type: as 
for Gendarussa densiflora Hochst.

[Note: The combination Justicia densiflora (Hochst.) 
J.C.Manning & Goldblatt (2014) is an illegitimate later 
homonym (Turland et al., 2018: Art. 53) of J. densiflora (Oerst.) 
V.A.Graham (1988). The only later synonym for the species, 
Adhatoda natalensis Nees (1847), is an illegitimate superfluous 
name for Gendarussa densiflora Hochst., being based on the 
same type as that name (Turland et al., 2018: Art. 52), viz. the 
collection Krauss 453 from Bentham’s herbarium, which is 
now at Kew.]
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