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Heteroliodon is an aglyphous, terrestrial and 
poorly known snake genus endemic to 
Madagascar (Glaw and Vences 2007). 
Heteroliodon fohy can be identified by its dark 
brown dorsal coloration, whitish venter, yellowish 
nuchal band and whitish upper lip (Glaw et al. 
2005). Its appearance is similar to Heteroliodon 
lava but the two can be readily distinguished as  
H. fohy has much fewer ventral scales (136 versus 
214-224) (Nussbaum and Raxworthy 2000). 
Heteroliodon fohy was previously only known 
from the single type specimen found in the 
calcareous massif of Montagne des Français 
(Glaw et al. 2005; D’Cruze et al. 2007).  
 
On 25 October 2006 we found an adult specimen 
(total length 252 mm), in the region of Bobaomby 
in the extreme north of Madagascar, 
approximately 20 km north of the town of 
Antsiranana (Diego Suarez) and approximately 30 
km north of the type locality in Montagne des 
Français (Figure 1). Bobaomby is a remote region 
and subsequently to date no prior information 
regarding the herpetofauna of this location has 
been made available. We collected the specimen 
two hours after nightfall at 20:30 h on a path in 
secondary forest (12°05'36" S, 049°19'34" E; 28 
m). We found it beneath a large hollow tree, 
approximately 30 m from a river close to the 
village of Ampombofofo.  
 
The specimen is now housed in the Zoologische 
Staatssammlung München (ZSM 1624/2008) 
(Figure 2). It is characterized as follows: snout-
vent length 192 mm, tail length 60 mm, loreal  
 

scale single, supralabials 7-7, third and fourth in 
contact with eye; dorsal scales smooth, in 17-17-
17 rows along body; preventrals 3, ventrals 133; 
anal plate divided; subcaudal pairs 58, a single 
spine at tail tip. This data shows that it closely 
resembles the holotype. 
 

 
Figure 1. Map of the Antsiranana region, the 
northern most tip of Madagascar, showing the 
Bobaomby region and Montagne des Français.  
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During an intensive survey of the area between 
October 2006 and December 2007 we recorded 
two additional individuals of H. fohy. On 11 
November 2006 at 20:15 h we discovered a 
second adult (total length 267 mm) at the same 
location as the specimen described above. On the 
12 April 2007 we observed another adult 
individual (total length 290 mm) on a path 
amongst trees belonging to the genus Mangifera 
at 20:50 h (12°05'44" S, 049°19'37"E; 26 m), 
located approximately 8 m from a river. We 
measured these two individuals but released them 
afterwards. 
 
These records represent only the second known 
locality for this species and may indicate the 

northern limit for its distributional range. 
Importantly, with regards to habitat preferences, 
we can also confirm that this species is not 
restricted to the karst limestone formations 
present within Montagne des Français. The 
discovery of this species in Ampombofofo  
may also be viewed as positive evidence towards 
the hypothesis that the Bobaomby region  
was once connected to Montagne des Français 
and may have been included in the larger 
bioregion that has been suggested to have  
covered key sites such as Analamera, Ankarana, 
Daraina, Orangea, Montagne d’Ambre and 
Montagne des Français prior to anthropogenic 
invasion (Ramanamanjato et al 1999; D’Cruze et 
al. 2006).  

 

 
Figure 2. Heteroliodon fohy discovered at Ampombofofo in the Bobaomby region of north Madagascar (ZSM 
1624/2008).  
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