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Abstract: The genus Osteocephalus (Fitzinger, 1843) is 
represented by 23 species, of which nine occur in Brazil. 
Here we exntend the distribution of Osteocephalus 
castaneicola Moravec, Aparicio, Guerrero-Reinhard, 
Calderón, Jungfer & Gvoždík, 2009 and provide the first 
record for Acre state. We include an updated distribution 
map for the species. 
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The genus Osteocephalus (Fitzinger, 1843), is represented 
by 23 species (Frost, 2015). Among these, nine occur in 
Brazil (Segalla et al. 2014): O. buckleyi (Boulenger, 1882), 
O. cabrerai (Cochran & Goin, 1970), O. helenae (Ruthven, 
1919), O. leprieurii (Duméril & Bibron, 1841), O. oopha-
gus Jungfer & Schiesari, 1995, O. planiceps Cope, 1874, 
O. subtilis Martins & Cardoso, 1987, O. taurinus Stein-
dachner, 1862 and O. vilarsi (Melin, 1941). 

Within the Osteocephalus planiceps Moravec, Aparicio, 
Guerrero-Reinhard, Calderón, Jungfer & Gvoždík, 2009 
clade, O. castaneicola is distinguished by vocal slit 
absence, no sexual dimorphism in dorsal tubercles, 
single distal subarticular tubercle on the fourth finger, 
absence of dark spots on the flank and bicoloured iris 
with horizontal dark line, with golden color above 
and bronze below, both parts with fine dark reticulate 
to radiate lines (Moravec et al.2009). Osteocephalus 
castaneicola is characterized by medium size (SVL 
47.8–51.3 mm for males and 47.7–63.3 mm for females), 
snout rounded in dorsal view, rounded and slightly 
inclined posteroventrally in lateral view, a narrow pale 
supralabial line expanding to a subocular spot, flanks 

pale without markings, gular and ventral regions clear 
and without spots, narrow dark line along the mandible 
(Figure 1). 

Osteocephalus castaneicola was first reported from San 
Antonio de Filadelfia, Manuripi province, Departamento 
de Pando, Bolívia (Moravec et al. 2009) and in El Tigre, 
Departamento de La Paz (Aguilar-Kirigin 2012). In Peru 
it has been recorded in Manu National Park, Estado 
Madre de Dios (Von May et al. 2010). In Brazil, the 
first record was made in the Extractivist Reserve Rio 
Gregório, Amazonas State (Pantoja and Fraga 2012) and 
later in the Ecological Station of Cuniã and National 
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Figure 1. Narrow dark line along the lower mandible of Osteocephalus 
castaneicola LBA-H 001 collected in the Stadual Park Chandless, Manoel 
Urbano, Acre, Brazil.
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Forest of Jamari, Rondonia (Meneghelli and Entiauspe-
Neto 2014). 

Three adult specimens of Osteocephalus castaneicola 
(Figure 2) were collected in Stadual Park Chandless, 
Manoel Urbano, Acre State (09°22ʹ49.35ʺ S, 069°55ʹ22.8ʺ 
W), during field activities conducted on the night of 
11 September 2014 during the dry season. The animals 
were active under shrubs and herbaceous vegetation, in 
open dry forest dominated by palm trees, in the research 
module of the Programa de Pesquisa em Biodiversidade 
program.

Specimens were collected under the System for 
Biodiversity (SISBIO) licence 44667-1 and deposited 
in the herpetological collection of the Animal Biology 
Laboratory, Acre Federal University, Cruzeiro do Sul 
(LBA-H 001, 002, 003). The specimens conform to the 
description of O. castaneicola summarized above. The 
three specimens are all males, SVL 51, 54, 49 mm.

This report extends the geographic distribution of 
O. castaneicola 250 km southeast of the nearest know 

Figure 3. Geographical distribution of Osteocephalus castaneicola. The red circle represents the type-locality, San Antonio de Filadelfia, Pando Depart-
ment, Bolívia. Black circles: 1, National Forest of Jamarí, Itapuã do Oeste, Rondônia, Brazil; 2, ESEC Cuniã, Porto Velho, Rondônia, Brazil; 3, El Tigre, 
Departamento de La Paz, Bolívia; 4, San Antonio del Matti, Pando Department, Bolívia; 5, Manu National Park, Madre de Dios, Peru; 6, Extractivist Reserve 
Gregório, Amazonas, Brazil. The red star represents the record from Stadual Park Chandless, Manoel Urbano, Acre, Brazil.

Figure 2. Osteocephalus castaneicola LBA-H 001 collected in the Stadual 
Park Chandless, Manoel Urbano, Acre, Brazil.
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occurrence in Amazonas, Brazil, 380 km northeast of 
the record in Peru, and 270 km northwest of the locality 
in Pando, Bolivia (Figure 3). This report confirms the 
suggestion by Moravec et al. (2009) of the possible 
occurrence of O. castaneicola in Acre, Brazil.
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