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Table 1. Health and Medical Statistics in North Korea, 1945-1948 (Z42{: %)

oL
e 1945 1946 1947 1948(AHE7|)
] 100.0 202.4 314.3 3381
2] 100.0 178.9 300.6 333.0
A Q% 100.0 200.0 200.0 200.0
ogApd | ) - 100.0 127.8 170.5
gx 100.0 251.4 1,197.3 1,456.8
Ak - 100.0 600.0 833.3
ATAA - 100.0 200.0 300.0
Yz 100.0 179.6 304.4 2131
2520
BEES 100.0 217.2 623.6 4333
Z3haa - - 100.0 115.1
Selekal - 100.0 79.5 92.2
ol =AL
TR - 100.0 237.4 207.5
FAgm Al - 100.0 1,706.8 240811
SolH g 100.0 76,0 47.0 31.0
(4 ALA}, 1949: 148)
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9} 6183] 3|5 /MH 3l 521,985 oA B d 7 A& *W%EH%*P&%M%
3], 2002: 117-8).
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Figure 1. Soviet Red Cross Hospital in Pyongyang

(BzAGA L 43], "BExA9] 712, (1946), RG 242, Korean, Chinese and Russian

Language Documents Captured in Korea, 09/1953-01/1958, Box 230 Folder 200882)
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Figure 3. Treatment and Teaching by Hungarian Medical Unit
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Figure 4. Return of Hungarian Doctors (1957 6.20)
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Figure 5. Military Logistics Clinics of Chinese People’s Volunteer Army in 1951
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Appendix Table 1, Deployment and Activity of Hungarian Red Cross Medical Unit
(Reconstruction of North Hwanghae Province Central Hospital in Sariwon)
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Appendix Table 2, Deployment and Activity of Rumanian Red Cross Medical Unit
(Reconstruction of South Pyongan Province Central Hospital in Nampo)
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-Abstract-

The Socialist Camp’s North Korean
Medical Support and Exchange
(1945-1958): Between Learning from the Soviet

Union and Independent Course
KIM Jin-hyouk*, MOON Mi-ra**

This study focused on the socialist camp’s North Korean medical
support and its effects on North Korean medical field from liberation to
1958. Except for the Soviet assistance from liberation to the Korean War,
existing studies mainly have paid attention to the ‘autonomous’ growth of
the North Korean medical field. The studies on the medical support of the
Eastern European countries during the Korean War have only focused on
one-sided support and neglected the interactions with the North Korean
medical field. Failing in utilizing the materials produced in North Korea
has led to the omission of detailed circumstances of providing support.
Since the review of China’s support and the North Korea-China medical
exchanges has been concentrated in the period after the mid-1950s, the
impacts of China’s medical support on North Korea during the Korean War
period and the post-war recovery period have not been taken into account.

In terms of these limitations, this study examined the medical activities
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by the Socialist camp of the Eastern European countries in North Korea
after the Korean War, The medical aid teams from Hungary, Romania,
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, and East Germany that came to North
Korea in the wake of the Korean War continued to stay in North Korea after
the war to build hospitals and train medical personnel. In the hospitals
operated by these countries, cooperative medical care with North Korean
medical personnel and medical technology education were conducted.
Moreover, medical teams from each country in North Korea held seminars
and conferences and exchanged knowledge with the North Korean
medical field staffs. These activities by the Socialist countries in North
Korea provided the North Korean medical personnel with the opportunity
to directly experience the medical technology of each country.

China’s support was crucial to North Korea’s ‘rediscovery’ of Korean
medicine in the mid-1950s. After the Korean War, North Korea began
to apply the Chinese-Western medicine integration policy, which was
performed in China at that time, to the North Korean health care field
through China’s medical support and exchanges. In other words, China’s
emphasis on Chinese medicine and the integration of the Chinese-Western
medicine were presented as one of the directions for medical development
of North Korea in the 1950s, and the experiences of China in this process
convinced North Korea that Korean medicine policy was appropriate. The
decision-makers of the North Korean medical policies, who returned to
North Korea after studying abroad in China at that time, actively introduced
the experiences from China and constantly sought to learn about them.

This study identified that a variety of external stimuli had complex
impacts on the North Korean medical field in the gap between ‘Soviet

learning’ in the late 1940s and the ‘autonomous’ medical development

188 | mua



A, Erlet : ALslFo] 21ge] F3t o 841U wF7(1945-1958):
Sl oh TR A T o] FAf oA

since the 1960s, The North Korean medical field was formed not by the
unilateral or dominant influences of a single nation but by the stimulation

from many nations and the various interactions in the process.

Keywords: medical support during the war, Eastern European
medicine, Korean medicine, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, East Germany, China, Chinese-
Western medicine integration
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