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The Trade Adjustment Assistance Program Nears Completion

Yr 4 Wks

Market Report Ago Ago 1/31/14
Livestock and Products,

Weekly Average
Nebraska Slaughter Steers,

35-65% Choice, Live Weight.. ... ... .. $124.86 $138.86 $145.83
Nebraska Feeder Steers,

Med. & Large Frame, 550-600 Ib.. . . . .. 172.26  205.20 217.81
Nebraska Feeder Steers,

Med. & Large Frame 750-800 Ib. . . . . .. 147.30 172.30 171.74
Choice Boxed Beef,

600-7501b. Carcass. ............... 185.83 200.83 231.98
Western Corn Belt Base Hog Price

Carcass, Negotiated. . .. ............ 88.59 78.67 80.74
Pork Carcass Cutout, 185 Ib. Carcass,

51-52% Lean...................... 85.90 83.05 89.15
Slaughter Lambs, Ch. & Pr., Heavy,

Wooled, South Dakota, Direct.. . ... ... 96.50 + 163.00
National Carcass Lamb Cutout,

FOB. ... ... 291.50 364.03 360.68
Crops,

Daily Spot Prices
Wheat, No. 1, H.W.

Imperial, bu.. ..................... 7.81 6.10 5.85
Corn, No. 2, Yellow

Nebraska City, bu.. . ................ 7.51 4.1 4.19
Soybeans, No. 1, Yellow

Nebraska City, bu.. .. ............... 14.74 12.51 12.65
Grain Sorghum, No. 2, Yellow

Dorchester,cwt.................... 12.52 7.18 7.39
Oats, No. 2, Heavy

Minneapolis, MN ,bu. .............. 3.88 3.79 4.60
Feed
Alfalfa, Large Square Bales,

Good to Premium, RFV 160-185

Northeast Nebraska, ton. . ... ........ 247.50 220.00 +
Alfalfa, Large Rounds, Good

Platte Valley, ton.. . ................ 230.00 130.00 130.00
Grass Hay, Large Rounds, Good

Nebraska, ton. . ................... 212.50 95.00 152.50
Dried Distillers Grains, 10% Moisture,

Nebraska Average. ................ 301.75 190.00 185.00
Wet Distillers Grains, 65-70% Moisture,

Nebraska Average. ................ 108.00 61.50 59.00

*No Market

IANR

The Trade Adjustment Assistance Program (TAA) was
part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA) of 2009. The modified Trade Adjustment
Assistance for Farmers Program provided producers of
raw agricultural commodities (farmers, ranchers or
fishermen), who had experienced significant declines in
price or production because of foreign competition,
educational and cash benefits. The Trade Adjustment
Assistance Program for farmers and fishermen was re-
authorized in 2012, however, it was left unfunded;
therefore, TAA benefits will come to an end for farmers
and fishermen throughout the United States. The final
deadline for completion of the education phase of TAA,
designed to help producers adjust to the changing
economic environment brought on by opening up to global
trade and the resulting import competition, was September
30, 2013. The program provided both cash benefits to
eligible producers as well as educational assistance to help
them create and implement a new business plan to better
equip them to compete in the global economy.

Figure 1 (on next page) indicates that 10,237
producers from 43 different states signed up for TAA
benefits. There was an education requirement of at least 12
hours to qualify for cash benefits. Approximately 89
percent (9,091 producers), completed the required 12
hours of educational training, and approximately 28
percent (2,515) of those who completed the training chose
to continue attending educational classes beyond the
required 12 hours. Eighty producers chose to take 24 hours
or more of educational classes. There were 172 business
planning consultants trained to assist producers with their
long-term and personal business plans. Of the 9,091
producers that completed the required training, 8,669
finished their personal or long-term business plan.

The delivery phase of the TAA for Farmers Program
is now complete. We are in the process of the final
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program evaluation, and preliminary evaluation results for
two of the commodities located in the Midwest Region

indicate producers
received large benefits
from the educational
aspects of the
program.

Figure 2 (below)
indicates that nine out
of ten producers who
had completed the
Personal or Long-
Term Business Plan
believed their business
was now more
efficient as a result of
the training they
received.

Figure 3 (on next
page) indicates over
95 percent of
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producers felt the TAA program was “worth the effort.”

Figure 4 (on next page) indicates, when asked, if
developing a TAA Long-Term Business Plan was a Burden
or an Opportunity. Ninety-five percent responded that it

was an opportunity.

A somewhat surprising find was the number of
producers that chose on-line education as opposed to an
“in-person” format. Of the 9,091 that completed their
training, over 2,800 chose to do so on-line. The age of pro-

ducers may have been slightly less than national averages;
however, we did not expect such a high utilization of the

on-line curriculum.

The TAA for
Farmers Program’s
final evaluation
will be completed
by July 2014, and
preliminary
evaluations have
been very strong.
Numerous
individuals have
written personal
accounts of the
tremendous impact
the TAA program
has had on their
lives and the lives
of their families.

Dave Goeller, (402) 472-0661

Deputy Director of the North Central Risk
Management Education Center
Department of Agricultural Economics
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
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