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Emerging Trends and Issues of TVET:
An Analysis of UNESCO Initiatives

AINTE S

Naomi Konishi

The purpose of this study is to examine recent UNESCO initiatives in the realm of Technical
and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) support activities for developing countries,
including a shift in focus from vocational education to lifelong education, and international
trends and opportunities to discuss future directions of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). The analysis revealed that there are insufficient quantitative and qualitative data and
indicators for TVET, which are necessary for international comparisons of TVET systems
and monitoring of TVET reform. The findings emphasized the importance of comparative
analysis of TVET systems as a useful reference for dealing with emerging issues in global
TVET. The objectives of TVET have become more complex, diverse and multifaceted due to
changes in the labor market; therefore, TVET must tackle not only simply economic issues
but also social issues, including poverty alleviation, and environmental changes. More specifi-
cally, TVET must develop as an educational and training system in which all young people
and adults can acquire a wide range of life skills. Since education and training are central to
achieving SDGs, it is also necessary to recognize the role of international organizations such
as UNESCO in implementing a TVET strategy for achieving sustained development globally.
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