
A Sense 
of Place 

THE OLD PARLOR GAME, CHARADES, HAS A CONVENIENT CATEGORY FOR EVERYTHING: Is IT A PERSON, PLACE 

OR THING? How WOULD YOU ANSWER THAT QUESTION ABOUT Mlzzou? Is IT THE PEOPL.E-FRIENDSHIPS 

THAT BEGAN IN CLUBS AND DORMITORIES, OR THE COMMON eONO FORGED WITH CLASSMATES STUDYING FOR 

A MATH 10 TEST? Is IT A PLACE, A CONGLOMERATION OF QUADRANGLES, STADIUMS, LIBRARIES, 

L.ABORATORIES AND CLASSROOMS? OR IS IT A THING-THE NOTION OF A HIGHER EDUCATION EXPERIENCE 

THAT TRANSFORMS PEOPLE AND SOCIETY? MAYBE Mlzzou IS ALL THOSE AND MORE. THE FOLLOWING 

ARTICLES TAKE A LOOK AT THE EVOLUTION OF THE CAMPUS AND ITS PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE. 
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L ONG BEFORE BUSINESS GURUS 

coined the terms "microman­

agers" and " Type A personali­

ties," a textbook specimen existed ill the 

person of Richard Henry Jesse. Jesse 

s igned on as pres ident of the University 

of Missouri in 1891. \Vithin momhs, he 

saw the old Academic Hall burn to the 

ground on his watch. 

Although Jesse wasn't a native 

Missourian. he quickly took a hard­

hcacle<l. Show·Me approach and turned 

the catastrophe into an opportunity. 

Jesse '\\tOuldn't recognize the campus 

today. but the rebirth that he launched 

formed the backbone of today's MizzOll. 

Today, MU continues to work through 

the occasionaillatural (lisastcr and cele­

brate its more than occasional architcc· 

turnl successes. That history and growth 

arc stamped on the face of loday's cam· 

pus. They are important parts of what 

make the Univers ity of Missouri a specia l 

place for generations of students and 

scholars. 

\Vhile the ruins of Academic Hall .. vere 

still smoldering, Jesse rushed to relocate 

Univl'rsity classes to buildings and 

churches around Columbia. He implored 

the state legislature for money to rebuild 

the campus. \Vlth cash in hand, he 

laWlched a construction program that was 

the genesis of an entirely new University. 

\Vithin ::a few years, a cluster of six 

new academic buil(lings was sprouting 

out of [he wooded field s that once sur­

rounded Academic Hall . Jesse was the 

hard-charging vis ionary w ho pushed 

1921 Mizzougels WOO'k crew~ roce 10 

A lunch Depfession-ero boost erecllroilerparb 

wagon parted witt. a $1.5 million ond wor.wrplus bar· 

ona vacanl con~lruclion program, rocks 10 meet hoo\- Nor!hwingof 1970 
Iotocrosshom inclvding Wolte!" ing demand 01 MemOO'iol Union McAle~ter Park, north 
..IelSe Hall Williams, Townr.end returning WWII ve ts. completed 01 Froncis Ouadrangle, 
become~ the and Stephens halls, Enrollment triples ta neorly 30 yeors become~ knoWl'l a~ 
nucleusofa new stvdenl heolth o recOO'd 10,236 IIIJ. olterthelower. Peace Park !dlowing 
beloved ~IIJ. centel, oddition 10 Ellis denis, ond tt.e loll South wing com- weeks 01 compus 
denl hangout, librory and completion semester begins two pleled 11 yeor~ demotlslrolions protest-
The Shock 01 Gwynn Holl. weehlate. later. ingtheVielnomWar. 

1926 
In the/irsl football A~ consllVdion 01 
game al Mizzou'~ University Medical 
Memofiol Cenlerancl Schoold 
Stodium Oct. 2, Medicine neor comple. 
TIgers lie Tulane lion, a $Iotewide bond 
Q..O in the mud i"ue fuels 0 buikfif19 
The stodiumond boom: fine Arb, Arb 
Memofial Union oncl Science, Geology, 
Tower are ded~ VelefinoryMedicine 
cate<:! the!dlow. oncl Eleclri<ol 
if19 montt.. Engineerif19 b...ildingl; 

Brody Commom; 
Middlebush, Stonley 
ondlondon halls; ond 
o majority of MU's resi. 
dence halls 
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through the ambitious project, but to get 

it done he re lied 011 the e(lually energetic 

M. Frederick Hell , a self-taught architect 

from Fulton, Mo. , who designed the new 

buildings and supervised construction. 

During the previous two decades, Ikll 

had become something of the unofficial 

state architect for Misso\lrL He des igned 

several statc hospitals, reform schools and 

an "asylum for the insane." 

\Vhat became known at Mizzou as the 

Red Campus was the high point of Bell 's 

long carc£ r, but his dealings with Richard 

Jesse probably were his most colossal 

head::ache. Jesse, it scems, look an in-your­

face approach to ramrodding through his 

construction project. 

In a series of complaining and cajoling 

leiters to the Board of Curators. Pres ident 

1984 
i<uhlmanCOlIrl, 
whi<h hou~ 
University offioe~ 
in dilapidated 
re~idence~ r>eor 

arody Commons, 
is demoli~hed 
The site i~ now a 
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caned Kuhlman 
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boo~t~ the 
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Dc/nii/rolli/lir ~,,"/Ii etllflt/Wr I" S/f1!arl !-Ifill 

Jesst' d kln't missa deluil . l lt' 

worriNI wh('llu~r red ur white 

IIhlrlar wHul d I.lok be.,l agai ll ~ t the red­

bri ck w all s of I he II ..,W h'ti l d i n~~. He 

groused t hat ~onl(' of t he briek~ .,el'uwd 

"very soft lind intli ffere llt ." Hc had all 

op in iun ubuu t thety!'c of Jireprour duor 

that shoul ll he ill'ta ll l'll. \Vhell U rO"11I ill 

Swalluw Hal l l llrlwd ulil tt) lw -I ill.,hc' 

~l ]l u· tt'r lIm ll t lw b ll i 1d in~ I,bn "I"'\'ill.'II, 

hc /"i l"cd uff t hi, ~:I I\",,: "T lw dift .... r.,,,('" i., 

nOI ~re:l1 , hu t I t hi n k tlml d,..l"dld .. r" 
('~peeja JI)' tlw ~llpl'n i~or.' "hOI lId .,Iu,,,, 
mo r t' l':lre , It i, cu,,) t" lay "ffhllildinp:.~ 

wi t ll rl'a""wbleprcl' i,ioll "lt ri'[I " irc.~ 

lllerc lyu lilll cnlrt' .. 

1\111 il "'us E lllpC m rl llf' elephant lhat 

tru ly gU\C J . ',~e fit., _ Empe ror wa,~;1 drclis 

d cpll:.nl wh" ltlc l I, isclid Ilcar I.iherty, 

Mo, Sa muel Laws, w ill! preceded Jesse as 

University pre~ i(II' nl , bnllght 1 he eu rcuss, 

had it ~t ll ffe ll atlll d ispi aycil it in t he 

mll~ewn of "III ,' ead emie 1"lall. 

D" ri ne; ti,e g real fire severll l ),eurs 

late r. re,e lters , Irugged ul,d rll lh'(1 

Emperor 0. 11 of the burni ng bUild ing: I II 

'rlre CmrS/rIlt"lirm ~IJes;r Hall w,(llltt Nul 
elllll l )u.< 11'(1.5 I It~ Imifc.Hi<!lrul/Jirwudr of,\t. 
Fru/crirJr. Ilrfl '~' (I~fltilreillmi eurnr. fir III.\'(, 
.,(nwl (l.f IIdjlllolll ~e"er(tl ()flhr \(i",wllri 

." "I~ "tilili(I, bllill (ubillcl~' mrdfrlrllilllrr ill 
his IWHIt works/wI', Will (slallN .• hed II'e )lrsl 
Icir/,lulllc fXC!tllllgt ill Iris !rOlIlUOU '1I of 
Flfll(JII,Mo 

J8 

sa fel Y, B ul what W!l~ Pr~~idetll Jc~~e 

~oing t,) d,) with him IHlW ? The pe r fect 

p1a('e, Je~~e dedlled, wa~ in II new 

IlU l ~eltm Ihat wilil id hc hllil t in what is 

[1(IW SWall,)w Iiall, at tlw n"rthca~t ""f· 
tl('r of Jes~e Ilali. 

That's w here Empl'ror elld~d up fur a 

tinll' . hut 11111 IIntil cleI'JHJ11t .~ in·d ub~ta ­

cll'~ were I)\l'H'unw . TIlt' 11 1 1 e~ 1 i,,,, wa.,. 

11Il\\' '0 W'! lili, CIWrnll)II" "Ill'dnwn 

tJrrtluf!;h tl1l' mU'<'II111 do"r? I\dl. lite ard,;­

tel' ! .,u~l·'ll·11 buildi ng 1.1 11,,"r ~ lI r· 

r"umled h) a r~nlll\'u hl l' wa ll. 

J l'S~l"" rc~pHnw was hliMerin!!:: " Til 

duso.' dral d ephant open ing a~ hc ~uggC,~ l s 

w it h a 9_inch wa ll in he pull ed dow n and 

PUt hack aga in e'"e ry l ime (I larg,~ speci­

lIIen is togo into the MltSell1ll Wll ilid draw 

lIPOlI llS the wonder ofp(l~rer i ty, . 

Th ink of lhe hrick and murtar. ami ti l(' 
dust an(ll iltcr un t hose fine tesse lated r ile 

!lnurs" 

A hundred ),ears later. Em peror is st ill 

ha ng ing urOll tH] M il-zuli . His "cmai n~ 

guthered (] Ils t for d('('ade~ in t healtic of 

LeFevre I Ja il. ~h h()ugh t he), W('fC t rolled 

out fro m t il11c to l ime forcomparat i\'t' 

zoology classes. l o(iay. t he few remain ing 

clcpham hUllcs ure (l i ~p l aycd on the scc· 

ond fl oo r ofStcwart l"la]1. 

Jcs~e and Hell d idn 't know it then . hut 

t!",y hoth werc mak ing thei r marks on 

poslc ri t), as u new ea mpus grcw out of t he 

rubble of t ire rui ned Acade mic Hall 

Bell has dlt' distinct io ll of des ign ing 

Jesse Hall , a histo ric icon that Im .~ cap­

t ured the hearts ami memor ie.~ of ge nera­

t ions of M U studem s. Hut Je .... ~e himself 

w ill he remembered as the no-nonsense 

presi(lent of a new sor t of univers it), tlmt 

\\'( lUl{1 nour is l, and g row w ilh M issouri 

" It was w hen Jesseca me in the 1 890s 

that the U n iverSity of Missouri began to 

change into dre illst il.Utioll t hut we 

know." says Osmund O \'erhy, professor 

emcrims of a rr lris(ory and urchucolugy. 

"There were mallY more academic depart_ 

ments oriented mOrcspe(' ifica lly aruu1HI 

their discipli nes and w ith a much greale r 

e rnphnsis on rescareh and gntdUli lC stmlics. 

"Thai 's t he modern un iversity. It was 

IIIZ1 111 

/J"ril<~ !Ii .• l~rlll ,n/Hr.,'id,.,,1 {rml< 1.'1911() 
1905. l~iI'/t/lrd j.,,,,.,,. !ttll,ed ,,/ruild I/',. 
L'uil 'rrsl /Ylljlcr rI,e dr,'uslror"jin '1' 1 H92, 
~/(','.-r u/.w fllidlluj;!I{II<IIIUnn/',ralllml.·", 

( "'i'·I'r.<ily,oj'\/is." III"i 

(' rcuted ill Oermu llY in t ill' 19t h ('cntury 

and (, lIlIle tu t his (""1111 ry i.l t l,e I 880s :111(1 

I 890s. Jesse w as t he Il ll ~ w lw hrouglll it 

BUT IT WAS EMPEROR THE 

ELEPHANT THAT TRULY GAVE 

JESSE CONNIPTION FITS. 

EMPEROR WAS A CIRCUS 

ELEPHANT WHO MET HIS END 

NEAR LIBERTY, Mo. 

to Colu mbia. " sa),s Ove rby. w ho has slud_ 

ie(l t he history of Mizzou 's arcll it,ee ture 

si nce joining t he MU fac ulty in the! 9605. 

" It was a t ime, lOO. w hen t he Uil iver­

s it)' began to grow in stil(lent pO]>lI lu l iOIl 

and . as u resul t . in fnell ity as we ll. There 

was a new emphas is on th ings 1i ke labora­

tories lind li bmries tlmt s tarted then . arH1 
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it's still pretty much the model. It 's 

changed a lot as disciplines have grown 
and evolved and risen or fallen in the esti­

mation of administrators, but the general 

conception is still preny much the same." 

Trained as an architect , Overby identi­

fies three distinct sections of the Mizzou 

campus. First ... vas the Red Campus, the 

red-brick bUildings clustered around the 

Colunms and Francis ~adrangle. O .... erby 

says these eclectic Victorian buildings 

draw on classical traditions. 

Then, just after the turn of the cen­

tury, the \Vhite Campus began building a 

block to the east , across what was then a 

busy residential neighborhood and on the 

grounds of the University's Vineyard and 

Horticultural Farm. " The\V}titeCampus 

is a very fine reflection of a mo .... ement 

that was becoming popular in this country 

for college and uni .... ers ity architects, 

that 's an English collegiate Gothic 

revival, " Overby says. 

With the White Campus, he says, the 

"architects arc looking primarily to 

Oxford and Cambridge for their sources, 

because they think their deep history as 

institutions of higher learning is appro_ 

priate.·· The Gothic tower of Memorial 

Union, for example. was based on the 

design of the tower at Magdalen College 

at Oxford. 
The two campuses reflect different 

building materials and technologies. 

Instead of brick. \Vhite Campus was huilt 

with native limestone blocks, much of it 

quarried from a nearby site that became 

Memorial Stadium. 
"And the two campuses arc quite dif_ 

ferent ," Overby says. " The Red Campus 

is sort of open, and it's built like an 

American town , with separate buildings 

pretty much lined up 

and open to the out­

s ide. The White 

Campus becomes 

much more enclosed 

and starts to shape 

more pri .... ate court­

yard spaces." 

Perhaps, in a way, 

thedifferentarchi­

tectural styles reflect 

changing attitudes 

about higher educa­

tion. The Red 

Campus was built on 

the Jeffersonian ideal 

that higher education 
was meant to sc rve 

the honest yeomen of 

a new and growing 

republic. The 

enclosed quadrangles 

of the \Vhite Campus 

reflected a growing 

specialization in sci­

ences and academic 

diSCiplines. 

The third distinct 

phase \vas the post­
World War II build­

ing boom , whose 

modern. utilitarian 

architecture s ignale(l 

a democratization of 

higher education for 

e .... eryone w ho could 

qualify. 

The Uni .... e rs ity 

saw steady but 

unsptttacular 

growth through the 
1930s. But as \Vorld 

It tookflvt dtcmlts to b,tild MU's Mtfllorlal Union. Ifs Qothic 
tOU'tr was compleud in 1926 und Mood fllQ>It lint if the Ullioll 's north 
tL"illg. ubow right, wa.f optntd in J 952. FoundatiollS oftht .foll th 

u·illg u'trt" starttd III tht J 920s, but COIUfnlction stopptd uhtll 
monty rail alit, and tht sOllth lI·ing uasll'! COl/lpltftd uJltll 1963. 
'Tht archtd walku'ay lH:lltfith tht tower Mill forllls a ctllfral corridor 
for campus lift. OSJlullld O~'trby, right, professor tmtnt"s of 
(Irt hi.ttory find archaeology, has docwllwfed tht archilUlI/rul 
tl'OlutiollofMizzoll, 
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/>(lrAing slX/ces. left, hrwe uill'ays buft al!(i ~·Iill ar(--ul (I premillm on cam/JlM. A neU' emphasis on high-rise garages has allowed graft 

s/)(Ie'S 10 sU/JIJ/r1ll1 milch of tJUJ( (wU!mOlil~ s/)r(lul. Now this area sOlllh of Jesse Hull is cullcd the South Q!/(u/- rlll oasis of manicured 
/rllnl, 1I"allr.u ayJ mId gortiflu belu((11 the la1l' school's Hllistoll Hall (/IIdlht' ReYllOlds Alumni and Visitor ullter. 

\Var II em]ed, a nood of military veter­

aus, bankrolled in part by G lllill bene­

fits. tripled enrollment owrnight. In the 

fa ll of 1946, class registration ha(1 to be 

delayed for two weeks ·while the adminis_ 

tratioll framically dealt with the ove r­

load. 
Mizzou s t ruggll..'{lto meN the needs of 

its postwar populat ion explosion w it h 

makeshi ft trailer towns for veterans and 

their fami lies. Q uonset huts and woo<lcn 

barracks were trucke(1 in from demobiliz­

ing military bases. Many of t hose "tempo­

rary" bUi ldings lasted well into the 

1970s, ami the Veterinary Science 

Building rema ins today. 

Uy the early 1950s, like many stateS 

around the country, Missouri resolved to 

shore up its higher educat ion infrastruc_ 

ture to meet exploding demand. The state 

passed a $75 million bond issue for col­

leges and universities, and the bulldozers 

started rolling again on campus. 

It led to one of the biggest bUilding 
booms Mizzou would ever sec, and it was 

thc gelll's is of the third distinct ··campus_ 

within_a_campus" at MU. Built in a spar­

tan modern style, it's called the iJuff 

Campus, owing to the yellow, hued bricks 

used in its structures. 

That was the period w hen a slew of 

new high_rise residence halls wdcomed 

their first stu(iellts. Giant bUildings like 

Middlebush Hall , Arts and Science 

For mort th(l/I t/ celllllry, Jesse HaWs eltganl (Iol/le has tlollliltulni the sAylille of 
Columbia. Fonnal gardens frOnlttl rhe soulhft/ct of Jesse around 19/7, Itfl. A half 
century /rller. right. a roud{l"(/y rail to 'lUSt'S frollt door, hilt not IIlIIch else had chwlged. 
7(.dfl.Y, /Jttlt'striUlIS h(we Iht right ofllay on sidell'allr.s thar crisscro.JS Ih e arw. 

Building, Electrical Engineering 

Building, Fine Arts Building Ilnd 

U nivers ity Hospital opened . A few of the 

buil(lings during that period stuck w ith 

the older rc<l-brick format, such as the 

new auditorium on the east side of Jesse 

H IlIl and its neighbor to the west , the 

College of Education's Hill Hall . 

The modern style of architecture 

ren ected a completely different point of 

view from the earlier Vietorilln aud 

revivalist works. Modern architecture, 

Overby says, taught that those older 

forms were cult urally bankrupt . The lIew 

a rchitecture should be fUllctional, have a 

machine-likcefficiency and spurn any 

ornamentat ion . 

IfVictor ian-style Jesse Hall is a 

Cadillac of buildings, then the modernin 

Arts ami Sc ience Building is a Volkswagun 

Beetle. uss gene rous historians compare 

t hat modern building style with the poly, 

ester leisure$uit of the 1 970s. 

Modern architecture, Overby says, has 

a "wonderful Sense of the arts serving in 

the most democratic kind of ·way. It was 

meant to be an architecture of the new 

political era of democratic governments. 

It was suppose(1 to be an architecture that 

was as accessible to ordinary people with 

ordinary incomes as it was 

torichdites." 

20 
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In thc cnsuing d ccadcs, modern archi_ 

tecture has lost much of its luster. '· \Ve've 

lost our appreciation for those buildings 

entirely," Overby agrees, just a.~ the pre, 

v ious generation had donc with Victorian 

architecturc. " Thcn in the '60s and '70s, 

people Icarncd to love Victorian architcc­

turc again. That's just now bcginning to 

happen w ith mo<lern architccture of the 

postwar years." 

Historians of the future w ill look back 

to the 19905 and say that Mizzou is now 

w itnessing a fourth cra of campus devel, 

THE MODERN STYLE WAS 

MEANT TO BE AN ARCHITEC-

TURE OF THE NEW POLITI-

CAL ERA OF DEMOCRATIC 

GOVERNMENTS . IT WAS SUP-

POSED TO BE AN ARCHITEC-

TURE THAT WAS AS ACCES-

SIBLE TO ORDINARY PEOPLE 

WITH ORDINARY INCOMES 

AS IT WAS TO RICH ELI TES. 

opmcnt. Beginning in the 19705, tight 

budgets for both thc campus and for statc 

govcrnment meant Mizzou st ruggled j ust 

to keep up with maintcnance. Desperately 

needed buildings wc rc on thc<lrawing 

boards, but therc wasil 't enough moncy to 

buildthcm. 

That financial picture has brightcncd 

in the past decade, and the campus has 

seen an enormous surh'C 

in construction since 

the 199Os. Thanks to 

state and fcdera l appro­

priations, leveraged by 

gifts frum private 
donors, MU in recent 

years has complClc<1 

nearly $140 million in 

new construction pro' 

jccts. Thcsc inclu(lcthe 

law school's Hulstoll 

Hall ; the Donald w. 
Reynolds Alumni and 

Vis itor Center; the 

Anheuser,Uuseh 

Natural Rcsources 

Building; tllC Black 

Culturc Center; five 

parking garages; the 

Athletic Complex; a 

major laboratory addi­

tion to thc C hemist ry 

Building; the new vet_ 

erinary medical teach_ 

ing hospital , C ly(lesdale 

Hall ; and the J-Sehool's 

Lec Hills Ha1\ . 

Several more build, 

ings arc under construc_ 

tion.Cornell Hall. t he 

future home of thc 

College of Uusiness, w ill 

open this year just as 

construction is 

expccte(1 to b'Ct under 

wny on a new researdl 
buil(ling, the Li fe 

Se iences Center, w llich 

will bring scientists and 

studcnts from several 

d isc iplines together 

under one roof. Another 

long- range campus pri, 

ority is a perform ing 

Accord/.lg 10 camplu legenel, the Agricltlturt HIIUding. (IOOt'e righI, was 
designed Il"ilh no Idlidollis so SllldenfS WI/Illdn't IH diS/rocted during 
classn. AClllally, that (lesign u 'as 10 mClinwin CI COn.!'lant um!',ralllrt for 
rtse(lrch. hi contrast, the newAJlfIfIlStr,BllSc}, ,Vlllllral Resources Building, 
righI, locClleel jllstrust of the Ag Bltileliflg, feCl/llres !'lenly of tvimiull's, 
ope., spaCtS and natllral AHssoliri bl,i/(ling mClftriClls. 
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Rather than c reatill~ 

another abrupt arc-hit ee· 
tural (Ieparlure. camplL!> planners and 

designers have worh·d hard LU layer all 

the new buildings imo the hi~wric and 
aC~thClic romcxt of caillpu, 

Hul ~ton Hall b. a gUUt] e\ampl(', 11 \ till' 
on I)' bllildin~ Ull campus that lI ,ed a 
natiunal c0l111)(>lition tn ~eI('Cl till' an,hi 

teet. ami J-iulslUtl ~,ent on tn" in II 

national award for its (]("I;.rll. 

" II wa~ J-Iuistoll 111111 dial reimm· 
{ilicet] til(' idell of ~IU building~ hadng 

lowen----...hurl, 51ubby lOwers," Overhy 
_~a)'s. "That i<i('a ('11111" right (Jill of Fran('i~ 

Q!uldrang:lc. 
"From c('rluin dir<'ct ions, Hulstoll Hull 

is Hill vcr)' much a modern· look ing buill] ' 

ing. w ith all dle glllss)' parts or the 

librur), as it fuces theArls and Sc ience 
Bu ilding. But on the fa\ad(' that fuces the 

South QUlld. the architects really rose to 

the challe nge or sum{,thing Ilig and strong 

lind di~nified and lll'lIlIllIlenlaJ In re"pulld 

tnlhalspacc" 
Tho~c ardlit('ct, had til haH' vI,iun. 

b('clw,{' the Smith Quad 'walo n't in plllct' 

when til('.' '1IIrtl·d dt'awing Ill' dleir pJun ,~ 

It wa~lolill a run-down hlock uf.~lurl" 

front-, and cimler parkin~ lu\., thul Ulll'C 

W,,, i.I hustling ne igh horilOod klLowl1 as 

C':JrnpUSltlWn 
Uni,<t'rsity pl:II1llCrS wcre ahle tn look 

thllt fur ahead "Illy bcca u~e :l det:a, lc cur· 

li,'r 11ll'{>ump" sdel'id ed lllll t the ke)' 10 

p,,~il ive "hange was a unifict l maste r phln 

that wOllld 1,1<'1 I he eOll rse of the fut.ure 

Mizzo u lOok 1 he d ee is i"" s tep of h iri ng 
li n outside planning eOllsulla ll tllllllled 

Jack Robinsnn in lhe early I 980s under 

C hancello r Ihrbara Uehl ing. The cons ul , 

tant's first advice: Defi ne what tllC eo ... ~ 

ca mpus is goi ng tu be, acq uire thut p rop' 
('rty and begin lying it uillogel her as a 
un ified campus. 

\\or-s"'1Jltu barmds lUlii Q'WIISt'1 lill/s tiltH housed TtillTllilig \Vorld \\(.r II I'Ms II)(U/e 
Ih .. camfJll s 10011 lillt "Fori \ ·Ii:.:"u" in Ihr laIr /9 -1 Ds. lJu'lIu,<r (lfill(l(lrqlUllr wili l er 

heMing. SOllie of tltest' sctllemrllts tllmtd ,,;chllll/us lilie " P"~umollil/ Guidi" (BId "Ihi' 
nil/t C/lmp'lJ ... Althoug.h tAe situl/lion U lIS s •• ppostli to be UlllfJomry. sOllie 0/ flu 
b.tildings SIIT1'it,td for deeadtJ, belm. , Illie Ihee/llSter of barrl/cAs nl.<llIfCrl!lt·t/er Hltl/. 
ctTc/td. In /983, CAunul/or ntlrhl/ra UtAliltg. rig/H, climbed IIbl/llrt! II bulldoz.er 1t illl 
opfmlor Riehl/T{I Allallls lIud demolishul somt of tilt ll/.H ftmfwrnry lmildi))f!,-f 0/1 CIW IPIiS 
to 1111111 .. u·ayfur IA"1. Olto LO/I.., Hralth Sd(l)C'es Library. 
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KceUrmllOllg.HSBA '64.si.lwlhe 

he fore und uftt'r "f that p IUllt l ilt(-(. He 

{'li llie tn Mi"L" " II" a studenl in dte fall of 

19')/i, and Groshong. now MU'~ vice 

clw ncdl"r f"r a(llllill~ll'a t i\'e M!rvices, 

weill \.() work ill the Uni"t:r~i t y's husiness 

nfTi{'c in 1965. 

"At tite tillie, il wasci i/Tit' lI lt for llIany 

of liS tn imaginc hnw it would h ... lotlu)', 

iI 's hard 10 wa lk Oll t "fJcs~(' I-l all II I1lI 
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look across the street and think at one 

time all you could see was storefronts and 

houses. " 

The plan is a work in progress. "You 

arc continuously revising, updating and 

reprinting your plan. It is always a draft , 

because it 's not done. It will never be 
done," Groshong says. "The plan just 

evolves, and fnlllkly some projects have 
been on and off there a couple of times .. , 

One of the first decisions---11nd one of 

"You ARE CONTINUOUSLY 

REVISING, UPDATING AND 

REPRINTING YOUR PLAN . IT 

IS ALWAYS A DRAFT, 

BECAUSE IT'S NOT DONE. IT 

WILL NEVER BE DONE. " 

the toughest- was to build multilevel 

parking garages and eliminate many small 

surface lots of asphalt or gravel t hat were 

scattered across campus. That opened the 

way to develop green spaces to tie the 

campus together. For example, t he most 

recently completed garage, an 1,800-

space structure on North Hilt Street , uses 

two acres of land to park the same num_ 

ber of cars that would require 15 to 20 

acres of surface lots. A decade after 

sWitching to garages, MU has nearly dou­

bled the numher of aVlliiable spaces to 

20,000. It has the highest rlltio of parking 

spaces to students and employees of any 

university in the Big 12 Confcrence. 

It didn ' t come without controversy, 

though. Many fllculty and staff com­

pillined hitterly when the small lots next 

to t heir office buildings disappeared. 

"That kind of commitment is a huge leap 

for most institutions except the most 

urban ones. And most universities are hit_ 

ting that wall today," says Perry 

Chapman. an architect w ith Sasaki 

Associates and MU 's current master plan­

ner. 

"They' re out of room; they can no 

longer accommodate cars on surface lots 

because those properties are needed for 

other things, and they're forced to go to 

parking structures. I t hink what makes 

MU unique is the extent to which that 

has occurred here already and the size of 

the facili ties." 

But parking is only 

part, although a vital 

part. of all the complex 

issues that Chapman and 

campus planners must 

explore as they chart the 

future: transportation, 

pedestrian circu1ation, 

open space, bUilding use, 
architectural infrastruc_ 

ture. They even think 

about w hat sort of vis­

tas-the glistening dome 

of Jesse Hall , for 

instance--will greet vis­

itors as the), plan campus 

walkways. 

One goal is to enhance 

t he sense of place that a 

university can convey. 

"That sense of place is 

fundamental to the 

nature of the institu_ 

tion, " Chapman says, 

&Jou car.f u ·tU tht lIorm 011 cam/)U.f, .fludtnu could filld lL'fIrylhillgJrom 
boardillg hou.ft-' olld bur jOillt.f to cuft.f alldjeu·tlry $tOU.f tlithin u;alliing 
di.ftanct ill Iht "Compu.floum" dutrict , aboL'~ right.jll.ft .fouth oJJUjt 
Holl on (Andty At.'~ lIut. «hOJt pril'attiy htld porcth haUl bun purcho.ftd 
(!lid co"",olici(J(td illto Iht campill. Ku groJholtg. right. OIlet lit'fld ill th t 
Campu.dQU.'n al'la OJ all ,\<lV Ulldt rgraduott. ,Yow t 'iu eIIoliullor Jor 
oclminutr(ltit'l jUVlcu, Qro.fhollg .faw Iht orw tmruJonlltd Ot't'r tht !!l0r.f 
Jrom 0 bU.ftling bU.finu.f djjtrict 10 0 gmuy m(lll wlltd Iht SOlllh Q.ulld. 

SPRI~G2001 HllllI 

"with the idea of collegiality, social rela­

tionships, ehance encounters and human 

contact that not only enriches campus life. 

but is a fundamental part of the learning 
process." 

Another challenge is how to better con­

nect the core of the eampus with its 

periphery, what Chapman calls t he "city­

suburb" dichotonly. "With a large land­

grant university like Missouri , and most 

large land_grant institutions, you have a 

large array of big facilities on the periph_ 

ery t hllt can't be well-integrated into the 

core of the campus. Athletic facilit ies. 

Parking facilities. Hospitals. They're just 

big objects sitting in the middle of a 

space, and usually they're surrounded by 

23 



cars. There's a whole change in ~cale an(1 

orientation, 

" The chaUenh>'e Ilt Missouri , as in mallY 

places. is how do you knit the ('ore w ith 

the periphery in a way that better inte­

grates thc acti"iti(>s at the e(lgc uf campus 

with those at the core?" 

So how does Mizzou fare in it ~ campus 

planniugefforts compare(1 to other large 

laud-grant univer~ities? " This is a campus 

that I think is remarkably well-integrated 

from the standlmint of its st ructure and 

its open spaces," C hapman says. "So the 

chaJlenh>'e is not only to maintain thllt 

Somaime.f tlIThiteds must look iuto the fUIIITe. \Vhell tlu Sch()()l of Lml"s Huluon Holl tI'OS 

(:omplrrftl ill 1988. the gmetfi!! lUst filet ItOS lJUrtly obsnlTftl, obOl't. by fI mglflg col/tctioll 
of srortfronu. porking lots. fllmr/mtllts fwd hOllln. Sisurs Ruby tIIltl }f.fsit Clint oltllulthe 
buiftlillgs scwilU'ichnl lHtu"U1i J>orkttl corso 711ly lit'td ill tht bUildilig fit righl emd relluri 
el/Xl rrlllerlts ill rht othtr. tht archiUCls knttl '. holt·n 'tT. thM Ollt cilly thost clislmctiOlu ll'ould 
bt gOllt (Jlltirhm Huuum HIIIlll'ould frame rh t SO/Ilh QU(ld. IHlou>. 
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sense of spatial integrity. but to continue 

to enhance and impro,·e it. It's a challenge 

J think MU has halldled historically 

pretty well given the complexity of the 
institution." 

There's anothC'r importllnt aspecl of 

planning, and that's planning for the 

upkeep of the buildings that MU already 

has. Mizzoll might not be as huge a~ some 

of the gargamllan land_gram universities 

with 40,000 and 50.000 students, but 

with 23 ,000 students last fall, it 'sstill a 

big place. 

On the central Columbia campus alone 

there are 12.2 million square feet of 

offices. cla~sruoms , labs, storerooms, ath­

letic facilitie s, libraries an(1 auditoriums. 

That 's more than a third of a square mile 

under a roof. All that space takes lots of 

cleaning, patching, painting and plumbing 

to keep the statc's investment shipshape. 

A number of times over the years-­

when money has been tight c"ell for such 

basics as paying professors an(1 heating 

classrooms-----that vital maintenance has 

been deferred , much like a homeowner 

might put off buying a new roof until the 

drips and drizzles can 't be igllored any 

longer. 

Onc of Mizzou 's biggest challenges in 

the past decade has been to tackle the 

problem of deferred maintenance and 

repair. Now, the University each year sets 

aside ill a specilll fund an amount equal to 

1.5 percent of each building's replace_ 

ment"alue. 
That maintenance fund was an impor­

tant component of the ambitious fi\'c-year 

plan initiate(1 by former UM System 

Presi(lent George Russell ill 1993 to 

address critical fun(ling issues. Main-tain­

ing the University's infrastructure was 

right up there with such priorities as fac_ 

ulty salaries. libraries and information 

technology. 
\\'orking with area legislators, Russell 

hammered out an agrCCmellt that called 

for the Univcrsit y and the stllte of 

Missouri to share the load. The UM 

System would reallocate money for build­

ing maintenance, and the General 
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Assembly would begin making a separate 

line,item appropriation for the same pur, 

P""-
Before that budgeting change, the 

University asked lhe state each year to 

appropriate maintenance and repair 

moncy in the capital budget. "That was 
pretty much hit,or, miss. Some years you 

would get some; other years you didn't get 

any." Groshong says. 

ONE OF Mlzzou ' S BIGGEST 

CHALLENGES I N THE PAST 

DECADE HAS BEEN TO 

TACKLE THE PROBLEM OF 

DEFERRED M A INTENANCE 

AND REPA IR. 

"\Vedid have some money we'd been 

setting aside out of the general operating 

budget already, but it wasn't nearly 

enough." Somehow the campus scrapc<l 

together enough to fix the leakiest roofs, 

the windows that were the most rotten 

and tuckpoiming that '\\'llS in the worst 

shape. 

MU wasn't the only university that 

was backed into that corner. In the early 

1 990s, deferred maintenance was-and 

st ill is-a major issue in higher e(lucation 

across the country. A national study at 

that time documented tens of billions of 

dollars in deferred maintenance at col, 

leges and universities. 
But with new help from the s tate, MU 

has been able to address the problem. 

First it cleared up a $20 million backlog of 

repair projecLS, and now thc campus is 

ahead in the maintenance game. Historic 

buildings that line the Quad arc gett ing 

much-needed attention. Sagging foul1(la­

[ions have been repaired ; drainage prob­

lems and soggy b:lS('ments arc drie,1 out. 

Roofs are rep\acC(1 instead of patched; 

rotting windows arc redone with energy-
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saving retrofits. 

In fact, during 1996 and 

1997, venerable Jesse Hall had 

its first-ever complete exterior 

makcover to the tunc of $4.5 
million. \Vork crews scrubbed a 

hundred years of grime off the 

red,brick fa~ade and scraped off 

17 layers of paint. They cieane(1 

and repaired dozens of stained­

glass windows. and steam­

cleaned the limestone block 

foundation. Crumbling stair, 

cases were repaired with new 

limestone slabs carefully 

matched to the original 

stonework. 

'" would say that we proba­
bly have less deferre(1 mainte_ 

nance than any uui\'ersity, or 

we're in as goot:l shape as any­

body in terms of roofs, tuck, 

pointillg and infrastructurc," 

Groshong says. " \Vc're one of 

«he COlWUlIS lire ready!or (1/ /(osl (IIIOlhtr CffiIUry. 

I n 1998. the scaffolding 1I'('tll up and lI'orAi ernl 's 

completed prC5( n!alion ll'OTAi-illciIU/itlg \I'(lIeT­
shul(ling mtltll cClps-on Mi~~oll'J most I'i'tl(mblt 

the few institutions in the COUIl-

try that have put trus kiml of plan 

together." 

But MU's bootstrap program for build, 

ing mailltenance tells only half the story, 

Groshong says. " The other half of that 

cquation is obsolescence-the need to do 

renovation. \Ve have an overabundance of 

old buildings that arc beautiful front the 

outside. but they're functionally obso­

lete. " Mizzou is forging ahea(1 with plans 

to renovate many of these historically sig­

nificant buil(lings. (See " Heart and Soul 

of Old Mizzou" on Page 28.) 

In conling years, the University will 

continue its work to blend the old with 

the new. lhe traditional with the modern. 

Planner Perry Chapman la\lds MU for iu 

efforts to quietly integrate the campus 

with the community. 

University buildings. for the most 

part, don't tower over su rrounding Struc­

tures. but coexist on streetS share(1 by 

town and gown. For instance, Chapman 

points to Eighth Strc£t. a.k.a. Avenue of 

the Columns, which lillks MU's ColumllS 

with the historic columns that remain 

Hillil 

from one of Hoone County's earliest court, 

houses. 
"Suddenly you have this inC're<lible 

civic dynamic, where these icons are sort 
of shaking hands with each other. That's 

quite man'c\ous," C hapmall says. 
"I think that a campus nee(ls to distin, 

guish itself by rcnecting the environment 

it is in. It 's a way of engendering a scnse 

of loyalty to the institution and a sense of 

where the institution is.". 
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