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Abstract

Typically, applications are run with available system resources leading to
over-provisioning of resources which can lead to high energy consumption.
If the computational demand is specified, in terms of a Quality of Service
(QoS) contract, it is possible to devote just enough resources to applications
and thereby reduce energy consumption. Modern heterogeneous multicore
platforms, such as ARM big.LITTLE, typically provide a multidimensional
space of resources, called configuration space, such as Voltage-Frequency (V-F)
settings, thread count and processor types, which can be configured at run-time
to open up new opportunities for resource management.

This thesis presents techniques to improve energy efficiency under the con-
straint of QoS by managing the resource allocation at run-time for applications
run on heterogeneous multicore platforms. The applications considered are
iterative with a computational deadline associated with each loop iteration.
The proposed techniques apply to a framework that uses applications’ outer
loop iterations as a means for progress-tracking and prediction of the execution
time.

A first contribution of the thesis is a resource management technique for
single-threaded applications that uses core type (e.g. big or little cores) and
V-F settings as a configuration space to select a configuration, for each iteration,
based on the execution-time prediction of future iterations and computational
deadlines. The thesis shows that an energy saving of 25% over the race-to-idle
state-of-the-art technique is achieved without missing any deadlines. This
scheme incurs only 0.6% and 0.8% of timing and energy overheads, respectively.

A second contribution of the thesis is a novel resource-management policy
for multi-threaded applications. Here, the configuration space is extended to
also consider the thread count, i.e., the number of cores assigned to multi-
threaded applications. The proposed technique first chooses the most energy-
efficient configuration that meets the computational deadline. Since an iteration
typically finishes before the deadline, the proposed technique collects the
generated execution-time slack over subsequent iterations with the goal of
selecting a configuration that can save more energy. To allow for on-line
exploration of the configuration space, at low overhead, a third contribution of
the thesis is an online, low-overhead prediction method based on interpolation,
that measures the execution statistics at end points of each configuration-space
dimension and interpolates the values at intermediate configurations. Overall,
the proposed technique saves 61% energy compared to the state-of-the-art
race-to-idle technique without missing any deadlines. Further, it only incurs
0.6% and 0.7% of timing and energy overheads, respectively.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Energy efficiency in computing systems is of paramount importance especially with the
end of Dennard scaling [1, 2]. Energy efficiency is a sought-after goal across the entire
computing spectrum. However, it is of particular relevance to battery-powered systems,
e.g., smartphones, and data centers, that consume significant portions of electrical power.
Energy efficiency can lead to longer operating times in mobile devices while data-center
infrastructures can reap cost benefits associated with lower power consumption and removal
of excess heat [3, 4].

Performance improvements for single-threaded applications experienced a slowdown
due to high energy consumption in the beginning of this millenium which led to the shift
to the multicore era. In multicores, multiple computational resources (or processors) are
available in a single chip [5]. Computing applications usually have a variety of characteristics,
each requiring a specific microarchitecture to meet the desired performance and energy-
efficiency goals. Therefore, integrating various types of processors into a single chip, known
as heterogeneous multicore architectures, is beneficial, where the heterogeneity comes in
multiple forms. On the one hand, there exist processors with different performance levels
packaged as, e.g., in-order or out-of-order processors, but capable of executing the same
Instruction Set Architecture (ISA). On the other hand, processors with different ISAs, e.g.,
graphical processing units (GPUs), and special-purpose computational resources, called
accelerators, are typically added to enrich heterogeneity [6, 7]. This rich diversity is suitable
to meet performance and energy efficiency goals provided that a resource management system
can allocate appropriate computational resources to applications.

Traditionally, applications execute without any notion of a computational deadline or
Quality of service (QoS) typically using available computational resources. This best-effort
approach wastes energy as certain types of applications need only produce results at a certain
rate, or at specific deadlines, and computing faster than these deadlines do not add any
value to the user. These deadlines are typically governed by real-world requirements, e.g. a
certain video frame rate. Allocating a sufficient amount of computational resources to an
application so that it can finish just-in-time before the deadline, can potentially improve
energy efficiency. To accomplish this, a resource management framework is needed that is
capable of predicting the application behaviour at run-time and uses the QoS specification
to select an appropriate resource allocation.

This thesis proposes techniques for on-line resource management on heterogeneous
multiprocessing platforms under QoS constraints to improve energy efficiency. The methods
are centered around the hypothesis that allocating a sufficient amount of computational
resources to meet QoS constraints can improve energy efficiency substantially. The approach
taken is to monitor application behavior at run-time and use the QoS specification given by
the programmer to allow the resource manager (RM) to predict what resources are needed
by the application.

This thesis is based on two papers. Paper I proposes a framework for monitoring,
predicting and scheduling iterative sequential applications on a heterogeneous platform,
where applications are allocated an appropriate amount of resources in terms of voltage-
frequency (V-F) and processor types so that they finish on the deadline and thus save energy.
Paper II extends this framework to multi-threaded iterative applications executing on a
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2 CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

heterogeneous platform, where the resource manager controls the number of processors,
processor types and voltage-frequency to improve energy efficiency.



Chapter 2

Summary of the Papers

2.1 Summary of Paper I
Power gating (or race-to-idle) is the predominantly used method to save energy, where
the resource manager first executes the application using the available resources and then
switches to a power-down state (or idle) [8,9]. Application execution may consist of phases of
alternating periods of computation and periods of inactivity. Inactivity may occur between
consecutive computational phases, or at the end of execution. However, in both cases, a
substantial amount of energy is consumed during computation as available resources are used
in that period. Race-to-idle techniques are useful in scenarios where the idle periods are
significant. In fact, it has been proposed to lengthen the idle period by sprinting to completion
by momentarily exceeding the power budget [10]. Again, the extra energy consumed during
the sprinting phase is, in general, difficult to be replenished by idling.

Applications also show a varying behaviour inside the computational phases where
variability in factors, e.g., instruction level parallelism (ILP) and memory level parallelism
(MLP) change the computational demand. Hence, instead of powering down the complete
processor, some approaches propose to allocate the computational resources based on the
computational demand [11–13].

In the context of Paper I, today’s heterogeneous multicore architectures [6, 14] provide
the opportunity to allocate resources, such as processor types and the frequency at which they
run (Dynamic Voltage Frequency Scaling – DVFS), to applications. The schemes that adjust
the resource allocation to the computational demand typically offer the same performance as
the race-to-idle technique and use the application behavioral prediction to minimize the stall
cycles by either adjusting DVFS [11,12] or allocate it to specific processor types [13]. Since
only a limited amount of such variations, e.g., ILP and MLP, are available, energy savings
are also limited.

Introducing QoS unlocks further opportunities for energy saving, where the resource
manager can allocate the appropriate amount of resources to applications in order to meet
their computational deadlines. Hughes et al. [15] propose to assign a specific voltage-frequency
setting and architectural configuration to meet a certain video frame-rate. Similarly, Kluge et
al. [16] suggest using DVFS to regulate the computational speed in video encoding/decoding
applications. These techniques are based on specific application insights and are not ap-
plication agnostic. Sue et al. [17] propose to regulate instructions per second (IPS) to
a predefined level based on average or worst case execution, in order to improve energy
efficiency. Assigning the same computational demand to different computational phases often
leads to inadequate allocation of resources.

Energy efficiency can be improved by predicting the behavior of application phases at run
time and adjusting the computational resources allocated to each of them, so that each phase
completes just in time before the deadline. This requires a framework for progress-tracking
and prediction of the application behavior and for allocating a sufficient amount of resources
to meet the QoS requirement.

Paper I proposes a framework, called SLOOP, for resource management under QoS
constraints for iterative sequential applications executing on heterogeneous multicores by
controlling DVFS and processor type. An outer loop typically encapsulates the behavior of
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the program. Each iteration computes a new output by applying the application kernel on
the new input data, and the QoS specification enforces an upper limit on the completion
time. Paper I proposes to use the loop iteration boundaries as execution points to monitor
and predict the application behaviour. A novel scheduler uses the prediction, along with
the deadline, to allocate an appropriate amount of architectural resources to subsequent
iterations.

Instruction and cycle counts from hardware performance counters are used to monitor
the application behavior at iteration boundaries. This information is used to predict the
execution time in future iterations. The instruction count from previous iterations is first
used to predict the instruction count for the next iteration using two types of predictors: an
average predictor and a gradient predictor. These instruction-count predictors are used to
predict the execution time at any given voltage-frequency (V-F) setting and on any type of
processor. The cycle count is used for progress tracking and at the end of each iteration, the
execution time slack (or simply slack) is calculated as the difference between execution time
and deadline. By keeping track of the accumulated slack, the deadlines for the subsequent
iterations can be extended accordingly, and this can be used to reduce the amount of resources
further to save more energy. The scheduler can use the execution time predictions, slack and
the QoS specification to compute a suitable configuration in terms of processor type and
V-F to execute subsequent loop iterations.

Various processor types in heterogeneous systems have different performance levels and
can fulfill the given QoS requirement at different V-F settings, with lower V-F states offering
more energy efficiency. The scheduling algorithm uses this insight to predict the minimum
V-F setting that can meet the deadline for each processor type and then uses the most
energy-efficient processor type and V-F setting. This process of prediction and resource
allocation repeats after each iteration. Eventually, each iteration finishes before the deadline.
In a nutshell, the resource allocation is adjusted to the dynamic computational demand.

The SLOOP framework is evaluated on an ODROID-XU3 board containing Samsung
Exynos-5422 chipset [18] that is based on ARM’s big.LITTLE technology using applications
from the ALPBench [19] and SPEC2006 [20] benchmark suites. The deadline is defined using
the race-to-idle technique and it is set equal to the execution time of the slowest iteration
among all the iterations of application’s main loop. This deadline setting makes sure that all
the iterations meet the deadline while executing at highest resource allocation.

The SLOOP scheme is evaluated against race-to-idle as the baseline, the scheme proposed
in state-of-the-art by Sue et al. [17] (henceforth referred to as Sue) and an oracle scheme,
denoted Oracle. Here, Oracle refers to a scheme that makes a perfect prediction and uses
the SLOOP’s scheduler. Sue’s scheme has two variants: the average profile and worst-case
profile, where the former uses the average instruction count and the latter uses the worst-case
instruction count as prediction and these values are computed using the instruction count
per iteration trace of baseline. Both schemes use the SLOOP’s scheduler.

The proposed SLOOP scheme saves 25% energy compared to the race-to-idle and is only
8% worse off than Oracle, without missing any deadlines. Sue’s worst-case profile method
performs similarly with the race-to-idle and does not save any energy while the Sue’s average
profile method saves 24 % energy compared to the baseline but misses 97% of the deadlines.
Moreover, the SLOOP scheme only incurs 0.06% and 0.07% of timing and energy overheads,
respectively. By further relaxing the deadline by 20%, 50% and 100% the energy savings
increase to 42%, 52% and 63% respectively.

2.2 Summary of Paper II
Single-threaded performance improvements have saturated over the last decade and this
has led us to the multicore era where performance improvements are harnessed by thread-
level parallelism (TLP) using many processors, often of different types, on a single chip.
Multi-threaded programs executing on heterogeneous multicores add another resource, i.e.
thread count, to the existing resources such as DVFS and type of processors. However,
parallel programming models that were developed to exploit TLP typically leave resource
management to the run-time system or the programmer.

Race-to-idle over-provisions the resource allocation. On the other hand, QoS requirements
enable allocation of a sufficient amount of resources to meet the computational deadlines with
less energy. In this context, several techniques [21–23] propose to slow down the execution to
finish just before the deadline resulting in execution time slack. Computational deadlines
only allow a subset of the configuration space to be scheduled. Unfortunately, configurations
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in a heterogeneous multicore system that do not meet the deadline are often more energy
efficient, for example using lower frequencies or in-order cores. The execution-time slack
can be used to expose these energy efficient configurations and further increase the energy
efficiency.

Whether a scheme uses slack [22] or not [21,23], an on-line prediction method to estimate
the performance and energy behavior of the application with respect to resource allocation
is necessary. Earlier work has used machine learning (ML) [21,23], where these ML-based
approaches require a considerable amount of training. Furthermore, off-line training-based
approaches [23] yield high error rates when exposed to unknown scenarios, whereas in case
of on-line training [21] the overheads at the level of 10% become a concern. In contrast, Li
et al. [22] provide a heuristic-based online method but only consider a small portion of the
configuration space that was pruned earlier during the training phase.

The full potential of energy savings can only be exploited by considering the entire
configuration space for scheduling. Moreover, to enable this, a lightweight online prediction
method must be used to curtail the overheads.

Paper II proposes a resource management policy based on execution-time slack, referred
to as SaC - Slack as a Currency, where the RM first allocates a sufficient amount of resources
to an application so that it meets the deadline. Second, as slack builds up, the RM uses
slack to allocate more energy-efficient configurations to the application that would normally
not meet the deadline. To enable the resource allocation, this paper further proposes a
lightweight online prediction method. Similar to Paper I, this paper also uses the iterations
of the applications’ outer loop to monitor the application behavior and schedule it on a new
configuration.

The prediction method is based on monitoring application behaviour (instructions per
second (IPS) and energy per instruction (EPI)) at pre-defined configurations and uses
interpolation to estimate the behaviour at the remaining configurations. For example, the
application is executed using a maximum number of threads at maximum and minimum
frequencies in two consecutive iterations, thereby measuring IPS and EPI values. The IPS
and EPI, at frequencies between the minimum and maximum frequency, is computed using
interpolation.

During training, the first two iterations are executed using maximum thread count at
the maximum and minimum frequencies respectively. The third and fourth iterations then
execute using the minimum thread count at maximum and minimum frequencies respectively.
Since each processor type in the system has a specific performance and energy characteristic,
the same training procedure is repeated for each processor type.

During steady state, the resource manager measures execution statistics, including
instruction count, cycle count and energy consumption, at the end of every iteration and
hence finds a suitable configuration to execute the next iteration. A history of the instruction
count from previous iterations is maintained and used for predicting the instruction count
for future iterations, referred to as workload prediction. The cycle count is used to compute
the execution time and slack. The resource manager keeps track of the accumulated slack.

The resource manager uses the workload prediction, accumulated slack and deadlines
to select a configuration to execute the subsequent iteration. First, an energy-efficient
configuration, called slack generating configuration (SGC), is selected that meets the deadline
without considering slack. Then, slack is allowed to build up across multiple iterations and a
new configuration, called the slack using configuration (SUC), is selected by relaxing the
deadline by the accumulated slack. Since it is desirable to execute multiple iterations in slack
using (SU) mode, the accumulated slack is distributed over several iterations. Once the slack
reaches close to zero, a new SGC is selected and this process repeats over and over again.

The method of selecting the SGC and SUC is based on the fact that, for a specific thread
count and processor type, the minimum voltage-frequency that meets the deadline yields
minimum energy. So the minimum frequency for all the combinations of processor types and
thread counts is computed. The configuration with the minimum predicted energy is picked.

To select a SUC, the same analysis is repeated but by relaxing the deadline by the
amount of accumulated slack. However, the method of predicting the energy is different in
case of SUC. Different SUCs consume the accumulated slack in different number of iterations.
Thus, a configuration with lower EPI, but a smaller number of iterations in SU mode, will
have a lesser impact on energy efficiency compared to a configuration with slightly higher EPI
and more iterations in SU mode. In short, the iteration count for all the SUCs is predicted
leading to the prediction of average EPI. Finally, the configuration with the smallest predicted
average EPI is selected as the SUC.

The proposed SaC scheme is evaluated on an Odroid XU3 platform using applications
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from the Rodinia [24] benchmark suite. First, two oracle schemes, SaC optimal and Static
optimal, are used as references of upper bounds, where both schemes have future knowledge
and employ exhaustive search in the configuration space. SaC optimal finds SGC and SUC
pairs and the points where to switch between SGC and SUC, while the static optimal finds
the best single configuration that meets the deadline with minimum energy. The deadline
used in this evaluation is set to the fastest configuration using LITTLE cores i.e. 4-Threads,
1.4 G-Hz. The deadline is set equal to 0.7 × slowest iteration at this configuration. This
deadline restricts the usage of LITTLE cores in normal scenarios.

SaC optimal saves 10% more energy compared to Static optimal using race-to-idle as
a baseline. This experiment shows the additional potential of energy savings that can be
exploited by using slack. Another way of analyzing the behaviour of both schemes is to look
at the usage of energy efficient configurations, for example those comprising of LITTLE cores.
The SaC optimal and Static optimal use the LITTLE cores for 43% and 10% of iterations,
respectively. This shows that SaC optimal is capable of exposing the most energy-efficient
configurations that do not meet the deadline without exploiting slack.

Next, SaC is compared with SaC optimal and Li (a scheme presented in state-of-the-art
[22]). SaC saves 62% and 27% more energy compared to race-to-idle and Li, respectively.
Moreover, SaC is only 8% worse off than SaC optimal. The energy savings of SaC can be
divided into two parts. First, a considerable amount of energy savings (i.e. 48%) come from
selecting a suitable SGC. Second, further energy savings (i.e 14%) are achieved by using
slack to expose the energy-efficient configurations in SU mode.



Chapter 3

Concluding Remarks

This thesis focuses on the prospect of using Quality of Service (QoS) in resource management
decisions to improve energy efficiency in heterogeneous multicore systems. Specifying QoS, in
terms of computational deadlines, enables resource managers to trade lower performance for
higher energy savings under QoS constraints (e.g. meeting a certain frame rate). This thesis
considers both single- and multi-threaded applications and a multi-dimensional configuration
space where Voltage-Frequency settings (DVFS), the type of cores and the number of cores
are considered.

A first contribution of the thesis (detailed in Paper I ) is a framework for monitoring and
predicting the execution time of applications at the granularity of loop iterations. By making
a resource allocation decision at each loop-iteration boundary, using the proposed techniques
for execution-time progress tracking and prediction across the configuration space (using
DVFS and core type), the thesis shows that quite significant energy savings can be enabled.

The second contribution of the thesis (detailed in Paper II ) is a resource management
policy that not only selects an energy-efficient configuration, in the first place, but also uses the
accumulated execution-time slack to expose configurations that do not meet QoS specifications.
This technique considers multi-threaded applications and extends the configuration space
with the number of cores allocated to them. The thesis shows that this method can save
substantially more energy than a technique that optimally selects a configuration that
meets the QoS demand after each iteration. Additionally, the thesis also contributes with
a technique for on-line exploration of a configuration space with low overhead (detailed in
Paper II ). Low overhead is obtained by using interpolation techniques that can effectively
prune the number of configurations that need to be evaluated in detail.

As for future work, first, since the technique exploiting execution-time slack builds on
accurate performance and energy prediction methods, I would like to develop a more accurate,
yet low overhead prediction method. It would be interesting to observe whether the increase
in prediction accuracy translates into further energy savings. Second, in Paper II, the upper
and lower limit of slack accumulation (referred to as guard-band) is fixed to an arbitrary value.
However, this approach is not optimal. I would like to study how to tune the guard-band
limits to application phases at run-time, instead of using a fixed guard-band. Finally, I
would also like to use the insights of the papers contained in this thesis to develop resource
management techniques for multiple multi-threaded programs executing simultaneously on a
heterogeneous multicore platform.
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