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Cancer screening rate and cancer mortality in Tokushima Prefecture
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Tokushima, Japan

Abstract The cancer mortality rate and the cancer screening rate in Tokushima Prefecture were
compared with the national data of Japan in order to clarify the relationships. The cancer of stomach, lung,
colorectal, uterine, and breast cancer were included in this analysis. Data were collected from databases
and publications of the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, National Cancer Center, and Tokushima
Prefecture. Trends in the cancer mortality rates and screening rates and the relationships between the
cancer mortality and screening rates were examined. Municipalities in Tokushima Prefecture were
classified into 13 areas by the point of administrative boundary, and the relationships between the cancer
screening rates and mortality rates in each area was examined. The mortality rates of colorectal and
breast cancer, that in Tokushima Prefecture was lower than the national data. However, the screening
rates of stomach and colorectal cancer, in Tokushima Prefecture were lower than the national data. The
relationships between the screening rate and mortality rate for stomach cancer revealed a positive
correlation in Tokushima Prefecture as well as national data. There were no apparent relationships among
other cancers. There were no apparent relationships between the screening rates and the mortality rates
for lung and colorectal cancer in gender. However, for uterine and breast cancer, the mortality rates
tended to decrease as the screening rates increased.

We thought that it is necessary to search for background to bring the difference of the screening rates by

the type of cancer in future.

Key words : cancer screening rate, cancer mortality, Tokushima Prefecture, national data



