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Transformation of a Coastal Settlement, Shirahama, on Izu Peninsula

Shozo Yamamoto and Hideya Ishii

Shirahama is situated in the southernmost part of the east of Izu Peninsula, about 4 km north
of Shimoda-shi(the city of Si umoda). With a population of 2,459 (1975) and an area of 8. 36 Sq. Kilos.,
Shirahama (white beach), as the name 1mplies, has a beautiful beach with a stretch of white sand.
Shirahama has becn known as one of the agar-agar producing centers in Japan. However, since the
opening of lzu-Kyuko railway line in 1961, Shirahama has been transformed remarkably with the
development of tourism, especially with the increase in the number of pensions.

in this paper the authors intend to describe how the systematic order of the former community
was formed in Shirahama and how this coastal settlement has been changed by the development of
tourism, paying particular attention to the shift in economic activities which reflect the natural
and social environments.

In Shirahama agar production was consistently the most important economic activity from the
Meiji era until about 1960. Fach household made its living chiefly by agar production and subsist-
ence agriculture, and made up this by various other economic activities such as commercial agricul-
ture, which changed its ecmphasis over the year, and parttime employment etc. These various eco-
nomic activities were so well arranged as to avoid any competition in the distribution of labour or
in the utilization of natural resources. The systematic order of the community made it possible to
maintain this way of living of inhabitants.

However, with the economic growth of Japan since about 1960, the desire for higher income of
the inhabitants has increased. Because the productivity of all economic activities based on the
systematic order of the community was not so high. On the other hand, after the opening of the Izu-
Kyuko railway in 1961, not only the number of tourists began to increase rapidly, but also many
kinds of tourist industry were developed. These offered the inhabitants more opportunities for em-
ployment and provided the possibility of new types of economic activity. In Shirahama the number
of commuters to Shimoda has increased remarkably and the pension business by the inhabitants has
spread. It was difficult, however, that new economic activities coexisted with the previous economic
activities, fishery and agriculture with complicated labour distribution, and it became impossible for
the community with the systematic order to remain unchanged.

With the decline of fishery and agriculture, farmlands and forests of inhabitants were desolated
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and much of them were sold for the sake of the capital investment into pensions. Such a tep.
dency, on the one hand, gave impetus to the inflow of many persons or private companies from othey
districts, who intended to develop recreational industry or to build second house. On the other
hand, it urged the inbabitants who had abondoned their land to engage in tourist industry more
and more.

Thus the development of recreational industry has been destroying the previous community
which consisted of the households with a similar scale of activities. As a result, many kinds of proh.
lems have occured, such as the desolation of cultivated land or fishing grounds, destruction of
landscape owing to unreasonable villa construction, economic unstability of the inhabitants who
sold off their land ete. This change may be regarded, from another point of view, as a type of
landscape succession of a coastal settlement with a certain kind of environment. It can be said

that Shirahama is being transformed rapidly, groping for the new regional system.
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