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Preliminary Consideration on the Relationship between the Economies
of Morioka Region and the Tchoku Expressway

Takashi Okuno

This paper aims to investigate the relationship between the economic aspects of Morioka re-
gion and the Tohoku Expressway. It belongs to the traffic impact study which is one of the most
important subjects in transportation geography. Morioka region includs Morioka City, Shiwa-
gun, and Iwate-gun, and occupies the central position of Twate Prefectrue in terms of economic
gcale and transportation network. As for the Tohoku Expressway related to this region, the route
from Ichinoseki to Morioka-minami interchange was opened to use in 1977 and the total route
connecting Tokyo to Aomori will be completed in 1980.

As a result of investigation on the relationship above-mentioned through analyzing the data
for some economic conditions of Morioka region and also interviewing the shippers of agricultu
ral and industrial commodities and the carriers who have high possibility to use the Expressway,
some findings are obtained as follows.

(1) Though the western part of Morioka City is projected as industrial zone, the possibility
of locating large factories for productive goods is small in Morioka region. This phase will con-
tinue in future. However, supposing the establishment of the branch expressway which is plan-
ned to connect Morioka to Hachinohe as the New Industrial City, the industrial commodities shiped
in this City will pass through Morioka region, and, as a result of this, will promote the function of
this region as the secondary distribution center in Tohoku District.

(2) If some national highways of Nos. 4, 46, and 106 are improved to smoothly link Morioka
region with the industrial area in Hachinohe and the fishing or mining areas in Sanriku and Akita
regions, Morioka region is expected to develop as a growth pole involving central distribution and
cotnrol functions.

(3) In present time, however, only the Morioka-minami interchange has been used and the
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Morioka Distributing Center is the only central function. Therefore, Morioka region has not
recieved to saturate the full effect of the Expressway. When these present conditions are kept
intact, the expectations as mentioned above will be betrayed. The demolishment of this betrayal
can be done by the rapid construction of both interchanges of Morioka-nishi and Morioka-kita.
(4) Obviously, the nodality of Morioka region is comparatively high in terms of sight-seeing
activity. The attractive landscape in both national parks of Hachimantai and Rikuchu will rise
to a higher rank among leading tourist attraction places by shortening of time distance caused
from the IExpressway.
(5) The shipment of apple and milk, which are the main agricultural cash products in Morioka
region, will be mostly directed toward Keihin District, when the mode to transport them is developed.
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