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Archeological study of mukashi oo hohojiro-zame:
The relationship between shark teeth fossils and decorations made with shark teeth and

imitation shark teeth

Suzuk1, Motoyuki

Mukashi oo hohojiro-zame (Carcharocles megalodon or Carcharodon megalodon) is a giant shark
that lived during the Cenozoic Neogene period and became extinct during the Quaternary period. Fossils
of the shark’s teeth were collected and used for decoration during the Jomon period. It is known that
teeth from sharks living during the Quaternary period were also used in decorations. However, there
has been little research into whether the teeth were extracted from sharks caught by fishers or collected
separately as fossils were. In Okinawa, towards the south of the Japanese archipelago, it has been
reasoned that most teeth were collected like fossils. Meanwhile, it is thought that in Hokkaido, towards
the north of the archipelago, teeth were taken from sharks that were captured and buried in tombs
during late Jomon. Large triangular teeth, such as those belonging to the hohojiro-zame (Carcharodon
carcharias), were regularly found in imitation products made with other materials. One decoration using
hohojiro-zame has been reliably dated to the early Jomon period, and was found to be a fossil. If spiritual
beliefs were rooted in fossils and revolved around shark teeth, it is essential that we consider the focus
of such spirituality, regardless of which sharks existed at the time. It seems that even after hohojiro-zame
could be caught, the spiritual allure of larger fossil teeth such as from the mukashi oo hohojiro-zame

allowed for its already established legacy to continue.
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