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Discrimination against Blacks in the U.S.   
and Magnet Schools aas an Effort to Resolve It:   

Educational Research on Schools in Atlanta, Georgia, in the 1990s  
 

Yoshinori KATO 
 

In the United States, the Divided Society  is currently much more evident than before. Racial 
discrimination with deep-rooted causes, against blacks in particular, is a serious social issue that 
cannot easily be solved within a few decades. Although the information considered in this study is 
slightly old, historical information may highlight some ideas that need to be reconsidered and 
provide possible solutions for this issue.  

First, to clarify the historical background of education in the U.S. from the 1950s to 1980s, 
before the author began researching schools in 1991, this study provides an overview of the trend of 
courts abolishing discrimination against blacks and educational reforms.  

Second, it discusses the differences of consciousness of racial discrimination between 
Americans and Japanese, the situation where schools were still discriminating against certain 
group, and the development of magnet schools by school systems in an attempt to abolish racial 
discrimination. The information considered in this study is based on research of public and private 
schools in the DeKalb County School District and some knowledge obtained from the Human 
Relations Commission of the State of Georgia.  

The results show that although the magnet school system might be helpful in improving the 
abilities of special children and abolishing racial discrimination at magnet schools, there were, and 
likely still are, more serious problems at non-magnet schools than before the development of 
magnet schools. The differences of academic abilities of children between both schools increased, 
non-magnet schools aggravated racial discrimination, and magnet schools demanded enormous 
budgets. 
 




