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A Study of Experiences during International Sports Events and Consciousness
regarding “Living Together Society”: Focusing on High School Learners
in the Western Cape Province in the Republic of South Africa

Masayasu SAKAGUCHI

The purpose of this study is to consider experiences during international sports events and
consciousness regarding “living together society” (especially perceptions regarding “nations”). In
order to do so, this study analyses the questionnaire data collected in 2010 and 2011 at high schools
in the Western Cape Province in the Republic of South Africa. Specifically, this study analyses the
2010 questionnaires answered by learners from grade 10 and 11, and the 2011 questionnaires
answered by learners from grade 11 and 12.

The main results of the analysis are as follows. Frist of all, this study points out that majority
of the learners participated in the questionnaires had positive perceptions towards the 2010 World
Cup organized by the Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) and experienced
positive events regarding “nations”. Secondly, this study suggests that the positive perceptions
which the learners had such as the “sense of unity” right after the 2010 FIFA World Cup possibly
seemed to be faded out after a year. Thirdly, this study mentions that through the analysis, there
seemed to be little relationships between the perceptions regarding “nations” and the experiences
during the international sports events such as the World Cup.

In conclusion, this study discusses that there is a possibility that people can experience
crossing borders of “nations” during the international sports events no matter how they perceive
“nations”. In addition, this study states that although the role of sports in changing people’s
perceptions towards “nations” may be significant, it is important to understand that the influence of
sports is limited in terms of period, therefore it is crucial to discuss the effects of sports in a
long-term perspective.





