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Abstract

First objective of this research is to identify the level of understanding of the new national curriculum
guidelines among the teachers in primary and junior high schools in Okinawa Prefecture and collection of
foundational data for the future teacher training by comparative verification of the state of recognition of
the content and methods in the new national curriculum guidelines, with distinction to school type (primary
or junior high school) and area (mainland Okinawa and outlying islands).

Second objective is to examine how the difference of being in charge of extracurricular activities or
not is affecting the recognition of the content and methods in the new national curriculum guidelines.
Questionnaires has been collected from 793 primary and junior high school teachers from all around
Okinawa Prefecture (with the response rate of 48.4%)

According to the result of the analysis no difference between schools or areas has been observed in
the awareness and recognition of the content and methods in the new national curriculum guidelines.
However, with respect to the level of understanding of in-school training opportunities and special
education, statistically significant gap has been detected between the primary schools and junior high
schools. Furthermore, primary school teachers, who are in charge of extracurricular activities had high
ratio of “true” answers in the following 2 questions: ‘T aim to enhance experimental activities” and ‘T try to
organise the curriculum that put emphasis on cooperation with the local area”. Additionally, the level of
understanding about inclusive education and reasonable accommodation with regard to special education
was statistically significantly higher among teachers from outlying islands rather than those from mainland
Okinawa. It is suspected that small size class on the outlying islands might be influential. The foundational
data on the comprehension of the new national curriculum guidelines collected at this time, is to be
examined comparatively with the outcome of similar survey, which is planned to be conducted after the

full implementation of the new national curriculum guidelines.
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