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(a)
PREFACE

There was an abundance of poets in the fourth and fifth
centuries. Unfortunztely, little is kmown of their work. There
were many whose works were not published and I chose Abu-al-
Hasen al-Tihami because I was impressed by his poems. The
Alexandria copy, publishqﬁ in 1893 contains many grammatical and
poetical mistakes. In 1964 a second edition was published in
Damascus, but this was little better than its predecessor. I,
therefore, decided to present an edition of al-Tihami's Diwan at
the University of Durham for a higher degree. I chose the Paris
Manuscript as the principal copy, because it is clearer, contains
more poems and less mistakes.

This thesis is concerned only with the Diwan of Abu-al-Hasan
al-Tihami. The introduction gives a brief picture of his back- .
ground, his life, his style and the poetry of his time. The first
part considers the life and time of al-Tihami. The second pari
describes the historical background, the patronage system, poetry
as propaganda, religious poetry, and discusses the merits and
faults of political poetry before al-Tihami. The third part _
considers the Diwan; editions and manuscripts. How representat-
ive is the Diwan of contemporary literature? How well does the
Diwan refleét the political conditions of the day? Lastly the
themes and style are compared with other poets of his time and
before him. The fourth part is a complete edition of the Diwan,

with additional poems from various manuscripts.
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CHAPTER I



CHAPTER T

THE POLITICAL BACKGROUND

PART I

The Minor Dynasties

Barly in his reign al-Mutawakkil divided the provinces of
the empiré amongst his sons. Both abroad and at home‘rebellion
prevailed, and this led to further division. Minor Sfates had
arisen in Iraq, Persia, Iigypt and Syria. Although this divis-
ion of the empire had the advantage of spreading culture on the
one hand, on the other it created political problems for the
minor States. We are going to discuss each of these important

tates.

Tﬁlﬁn%@ in Egypt: . o y
b&rjng the preceding decades Lgypt had genernlly been ruled

by deputies of the *Abbasid princes or the Turkish generals, who

preferred living in the Capital. In 868 Bayakbek, the Turk, had

become the ruler of Egypt. He sent ’Abmad b. Tulun, the son of

a Turkish slave, ?ﬁlﬁn, from Buggara to Egypt as his deputy.

’Ahmad spent a number of years in military service on the

Byzentine frontier. He became part of the Caliph's couri as his

father Tulun was the commendant of al—Mu‘%asim, the Caliph's T/

bodyguard. ’Ahmad was the deputy ruler in Egypt and had attempt-

ed to build up his position. In 872 he persuaded the govérnment

of BagEdEd to recall ’Ahmad b, al-Hudabbir, the director of

finances, who had controlled this office in the country since

. 8656. PFrom then on Ibn ?ﬁlﬁn gradually withérew from this control

by a fixed payment of tribute. The Caliph, 2l-Huhdi, had given

him the power to organise a slave army when he delegated the

subjugation. of the refractoiy governor of Palestine to him.

The Tulunis had cultivated the land and had a flourishing
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textile industry. Lgypt's prosperity enabled them to compete
with the Caliph in the magnificence of his court. ’Ahmad had
founded a new city quarter on the examﬂé of the new residences
created in Samara’. This quarter had been set up north-east of
the old national capital of Pustat (old Cairo) in an area given
in fief to his officers and functionaries, and, therefore,
called, al—@a?é’if. This was the result of the weakness of the
central government in Ba@?dﬁd. '

During the period of al-Muqtadin, the Caliph, there had
been disturbances which had mnd; it difficult tor the Caliph to'
consclidate his power. In 929 the unruliness of his own troops
forced him to abdicate in favour of his brothers, MNuhammad al-
@Ehir. From that time the ministers and governor had been able
to control the country. Al-Qahir found himself unable to keep
control so he called on his brother, al-MugtadE, to take over
the poéition again. He himself led troops against Mu’nis when
Muhammad b. Yaqut withdrew to the -capital again. Al-Mugtadir
knew very well that he was goin§ to his death and, therefore, he
put on the silver Kaftan, the black band of the fAbvasids, and
over that the mantle of the prophet, and girded himself with the
latter's stord and red belt. After a short struggle he was
killed on 31st October, 932. Although Mu’nis wished to put'the
Caliph's son, Ahmad, who had taken the field at his father's
side, -on the throne, the latter's uncle, al—gahir, succeeded
again in taking over the control he had already enjoyed once
before for a short time. The minister, Ibn Muglah, the police
-prefect, Ibn Yaqﬁt, end the emir, Mu’nis, vied for influence over
the Caliph. When he attempted to get rid of his minister, the
latter conceived a plan to overthrow him and replace him with
Muktafi's son. When the conspiracy came to light piematurely
Mu’nis was deposed and executed, although Ibn Mugla was -able to
save himself. Dressed as a beggar, he travelled around the

country stirring up hatred against the Caliph. In April 934 the



3
Caliph was attacked in his palace, blinded uand imprisoned since
he refused to abdiczte. The throne was seized by Mugtadir's son,
ar-Radi, but he had to relinguish the power to Ibn Yaqut, and
then to Ibn Huqlah. Al-Muzaffor, the Caliph, had deposed the
wizier and appointed the governor of Wééi@ and Basra, Muhammad b.
Ra’iq, to Amir al-Umara® and not only gave him supreme command
of the armies but zlso made him head of the entire government,
even granting him the princely honour of having his name designat-
ed in the PFriday service;. By this he limited himself to being
the supreme religious leader of the believers, which was what

remained to all his succegsors.

The 'Ikhshidis:

The Fatimids were founded in North Africa, mainly when
*Ubaydallah b. Muhammad had come to the throne with the assistance
of his father's emissary, Abu 'Abdullah, in 910. V’Ubaydallah had
managed to establish himself sufficiently to embark on conquests.
His armies subjugated the west as far as Morocco and he envisaged
the conquest of Egypt. In% !4 his army took Alexandria and the
Fayyum, but was soon driven out again. His son, Abu al—gasimn
Muhamnad al-Qa’im, in 921, had advanced to upper Egypt, but he
was decisively defeated by al-Mugtadir's General, Mu’'nis. These
attacks by the FE@imid had been repelled by Muhammad b. Tugyj who
was of Turkish origin. His grandfather and father had already
served the Caliph in Baghdad and Muhammad had come to Egyﬁt as
governor at this time. Two years later he was able to establish
hia power. In 937 he wus able to petition tho Caliph, ar-Radi,
to elevate him above tho rank ol an ordinary governor by bsalow-
ing on him the title of ’Ikhshid, which the ruler of his family
in his native Firghanah had borne before their subjugation by
Islam. He then began to defend his position against Ibn Ra’ig, 5
who was Amiral-’Umara’. However, Ibn Ra’ig was finally compelled

to concede to the ’IEh§§§d, the 3inai peninsula and the southern



4

rart af Palestine as far as Ramlah iﬁ return for a payment of
tribute. The ’Ikhshid had assumed the position of Amir al-
"Umara’, and was already negotiating with the Caliph, al-muttagi,
soon after Ibn—R;’iq's death. But the secure possession of a
rich province like Egypt attracted him more than contending with
Turkish Generals, therefore, he attempted to secure his position
in Egypt through the building up of his Syrian outpost. Trouble
had arissn between him and Sayf—ad—Déwlah b. ?amdan, who was
attempting to extend his nower to Damascus. Sayf-ad-Dawlah
finally, however, compelled him to leave Damascus,

In 946 an Abyssinian eunuch called Kafur took over the
regime after the death of ’Ighqpfd on behalf of ’IEp§pid's sons,
'Unujur and ’Ali. After ’Ali's death Kafur was also personally
appointed by the Caliph with Egypt in 966. Kafur was still able
to defend Egypt and Syria against the Hamdgnids and Faﬁimids, but
when Kafur died in 968 his position was taken by a grandson of
the first ’Ikhshid, called Abu al-Fawaris ’Ahmad. He was young
enough to be able to exert his authority. The fourth Fiﬁimid
" Caliph, al-lMu’iz li-dindllah, resumed his dynasty's plans for
the conquest of Egypt. He left thié fan to his former Greek
slave, Jawhar, an army leader who in 958 had been able to secure
the Fatimid domination of the west. In 969 Jawhar set out with
his army from Raqqadah towards Egypt, and before he reached the
gates of Alexandria he received an Egyptian envoy announcing
the submission of the countiry. A few months later the Egyptian
army rallied its forces. Jawhar, without any difficulty, beat
fhem back in a battle near the pyramids of Gizah. In July of the
same year he moved into the Egyptian national capital, Vhere he

was able to establish the Fatimid caliphate in Egypt.

The Buwayhid:

When the ’Abbasid Caliphate was weak meny minor dynasties

had sprung up all over the Caliphate. We have already seen two
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Turkish dynasties in Egypt, Tulunis and ’Ithbfds. In the East
of the Impire there was a new dynasty. A Daylamite called
Mirdawij had overthrown the ’4lid Zaydites ruling in Tabaristan
on the southern bank of the Caspian Sea, and made himself ‘
independent. In his service was his countfyman, Buwayh, fathe:
of the three brothers who had established their dynasty in the
Eastern province and in Iraq.

411 b. Buweyh was governor of Karaj, south east of Hamadan.
In 932 he revolted against his Suzerai'nm (Mawla) and occupied
Isfahan after driving out Caliph Qahir's garrison. Mirdawi
was still able to punish the rebels and drove them out of the city
to return the city to the Caliph. During this time *Al1 was able,:
in alliance with his borhters al-Hasan and ’Ahmad, to extend his
powar in Iran. In 934 he conguered Shiraz and set up his resid-
ence. His brother, al-Hasan, was advancing on Media when
Mirdawij was ascassinated by his Turkish troops in 935, while the
third brother, 'Ahmad, had already conquered Kirman.

These disturbances in the east of the empire had affected
the regime in qugdgd. The conditions there had become ripe for
Buwayhid intervention. Al—MuttaqE, the successor of Al—RE@E, had
been merely a plaything in the hands of the generals. He entered
into negotiations with the ’IEqufd of Egypt, trying to avert the
danger of his generals and rulers. The Turk, Anir Tusun, would
not let him do that; he seized him and had him blinded.
Muttggi's son and successor, al—Mustakff, was equally powerless.
He could neither satisfy the troops' demands for pay, nor ward
off the famine threatening Baghdad. Al-lMustakfi thought it worth-
while to look towardslthis new power coming the East for assist-
ance. He welcomed the Buwayhid ’Apmad, who was advancing west-
ward from Kirmén, as a saviour. He was able io seize Wasit after
a battle with al-Baridi and Tusun. In December 945 he entered

Baghdad. The Caliph designated him as ‘Amir al-'Umara’ with the




©

honourary title of lMu’iz ad-Dawlah. However, soon afterw#rds,
the Buwayhid took firm control. They began to show it, vhen
they made al-Mustakfi succumb to the fate of his ancestors and
accused him of having dealt with the enemies of the Buwayhid.
His successors, al—Mu?;‘ (946-974) al—?a'i‘(974—991) and al-
Qadir (991-1003), were still merely puppets of the Buwayhids.
in fact they were powerless having to be content with right of
the coinage, still minted in their name, and the Friday sermon
which mentioned them as rulers. However, they could not keep
their dynisty firm, they conld only maintain their power in
interminable skirmishings with the Arab tribes of Mesopotamia,
and with the mountain people of Iran who were showing increas-
ing inclination to revolit. Although the Buwayhid Dynasty had
been able to maintain its power through these interminable
skirmishings, they could not maintain peace. ﬁasan, son of
’pdud ad-Dawlah, in 976 wrested the territories of all his
brothers and cousins away from them and united Iran and Iraq
under his rule. This power had already dissolved in 983 as a
result of the contentions of his sons. In 1029 Majd ad-Dawlzh
b. Fakhr ad-Dawlah, the ruler of the eastern provinces, was
removed by the Turk, Mahmud b. Subuktigin; in 1055 al-Malik
af—RapEm, the ruler of Iraq, was removed also by Seljuq
Tughril Beg. Both Majd ad-Dawlah and al-Malik al-Rahim ended

their lives in prison.

Hamdanids:

Among these lesser dynasties who come to maintain dominat-
ion over the YAbbasid Caliphate was genuine Arab dynasty foundéd
in 890 by Hamdan, the head of the Taghlib tribe. Hamdan had
seized the fortress of Mardin in upper Mesopotamiaz in alliance
with the Kharijites. Although the Caliph had imprisoned him
for his co—operation with the Kharijites, he was pardoned after

his son, Husayh, defeated the Xharijites. In 905 Husayn's
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brother, Abu-l-Hayja’, was appointed governor of Maugil under
Muntadir. He rﬁled until his denth in 929, supported from 920
by-his zon Hasan who no longer held extensive power.

Hasan,'after hig victories over Mesopotamia and Northern
Syria; had to exercise his power over the Caliph, al—MuttaqE, who
had to flee to Mausil with his amir al-’Umara’, ibn"RE’i%, fron
al-Baridi and his brother who were making repeated attacks on
Iraq from their province ‘in Khuzistan. Al-Hasan b. Hamdan took
this opportunity and had Ibn R3’iq murdered and then he forced
the Caliph to transfer Ibn R'i’ig.';s office to him together with
the honourary title of Nasir ad-Dawlah. At the same time his
brother Ali had received the title of Sayf ad-Dawlah. The
brothers were able to conduct the Caliph back to his capital,
qugdad. Nggir ad-Dawlah was zble to retain his provinces in
Mausil, Mesopotamia and Damascus, even after the Bowayhid Mu’iz
ad-Dawlah bad occupied Baghdad. Nasir ad-Dawlah was accorded
the name of Buwayhid in the Friday services. At any rate Nasir
ad-Dawlah survived until he was declared incompetent and impris-
oned by his own son, AbﬁLTagglib. It is thought that his son
had done this with the approval of his family since Nasir was a
despot. He was not content with the monstrous taxes which oppress-
od his subjects, he i(lso looked to tho dny whon the bulk of the
land property in the country was in his own possessgsion. He died
in 968 in imprisonment. His son had managed to survive for a
short time in Mausil. His brothers and family had lost their
independence soon after his death in 979, as vassals of the
Buwayhids and Fatimida.

Sayf ad-Dawlah's fame was maintained by his victory over the
Byzanftines. He had won greater fame than his brother Nasir
because he had rezlised the impossibility of maintaining his
position in Iraq as the Caliph major-domo against the Turks and

Buwayhid. He, therefore, turned towards Syria, and wrested
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Aleppo in 945 from the ’Ikhshid of Egypt. Since he failed to
extend his power to Damascus, he, therefore, found his life's
work in the struggle agzinst the Byzantium. Sayf ad-Dawlah was
able to survive in his own territory, although he professed him-
self a vassal of the Fatimids when they came to power in Egypt.
He pledged his life to the struggle against the Byzantium. 1In

- the earlier centuries the wars against the Byzantines were raids
and skirmishes around fortresses. The advantage swung back and
forth between the Arabs and the Byzantines. Sayf ad-Dawlah was
encouraged by his patriotism to launch his very first campaign
against the Byzantines in 949 which ended with a setback. He
won great booty the following year when he launched another
attack against them.

Three years passed without any major incident, as if both
sides needed breathing space. A class of professional soldiers
had grown on both sides of the frontier and during longer inter-
ludes of peace had exchanged cultural values. Although the
Byzantine Emporor formed a great army against the Arbs, he
suffered a severe defeat at the hands of Sy?Fad—Dawlah. Five
years later the Byzaﬁtines defeated the Arabs, mainly through the
prowess of John Tzimisces. In 962 Sayf ad-Dawlah was himself
severely defeated by Nicephorus. Aleppo itself had.fallen into
the hands of the Greeks, who were devastating and pillaging the
land round about. Although Sayf ad-Dawlah was already crippled
on one side by a stroke, he still managed to fend_off success—
fully an attack by the Greeks within two years of their victory
over him. In 967 Sayf ad-Dawlah and his grandson Sa’id ad-Dawlah
held aleppo until 1002.

The Fatimids:

The Fatimids were known by this name as they were directly
descended from Fatimah, the daughter of lMuhammad the prophet and
A1l b. Abi-Talib. They had established their empire in the West



during al—Mugtadir's reign, which was one of much disorder,
largely because of his youth and the control exercised over hiﬁ
by his mother, his women, and his servant. His administration
was influenced by women servants while he was occupied in pleasure;'
In his reign the land fell into ruin, the treasuries were emptied,
and different sects arose. He was deposed, then reinstated, and
finally put to death. The F;fimid empire arose in the West in

910 at the hand of ‘Ubaydallah. He was the son of lMuhammad al-
Habib who was living in Salamiyh near Eamgh. Among those who had
been attracted by his teaching was a man named Abu-?Abdallah in
South Arabia. He gained the allegiance of some Kutamah Berbers

in Mecca on a pilgrimage and they placed themselves under his
command. He went with them to their country and gathered an

army around him to fight against the ’Aghlabids.

In 909 the last of the ’Aghlabids, Ziyadat-Allah II, was
defeated by‘hbdallah who came with the Berbers from South Arabia,
so decisively that Ziyadat—-Allah had to flee to Mesopotamia.
Al-Muqtadir, the Caliph, had commanded the governor of Egypt to
help éhe Aghlabid regain his empire, but he refused to obey.

Abu-’Abdallah established himself in ar-RagqadSh the
Aghlabid's residence. Not long afterwards Muhamgad, the FE?imid,
died. His son, 'Ubaydallah, escaped the Caliph by fleeing to
Africa. Although he was held captive for a time by the governor
of S8ijilmanah, Abﬁlfhbdallah, hig father's emissary freed him in
910 and raised him to the throne in ar-Raggadah. The Fatimid had
gained a strong position in the West, ignoring the Caliph of
qugﬂgd by claiming to be the sole rightful heir to the Caliphate.

’Ubaydallah had already suppressed an uprising by Abu-
fAbdallzh and he needed to consolidate his power to embark on
conquests. In fact, his troops had subjugated the west as far as
Morocco. He also envisaged the conquest of Egypt. His army took
Alexandria and the Fayyum in 914, but this attack had misfired

and he was soon driven out. His son, al-Qa’im Abu al-Qasim
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Muhammad, had pressed on as far as upper Egypt, but in 921 was
deciaively dofeatod by Mu’nis, general of Muqtadir, the Caliph.
After 935 lgypt had been ablo to keep the Fatimide from its
borders for some time. In the meantime F;pimid were engaged in
extending their rule in the west which had been stopped by the
Spanish Umayyad Caliph, Abd-al-Rahman III at Ceuta.. Once again
the rule of the Fatimids was seriously imperilled by an uprising
of the Kharijite Berbers of the Zenata tribe in Aures. The lead-
er of this dispute, Abu Yazid, had fallen into the hands of the
new Caliph, al-Mausir ABu-Tahir Isma’il in 947. The new Caliph
also preferred to establish himself securely rather than extend
his empire. When his son, al-Mu’izz 1i-Din allah took his seat
on the throne of the empire he provided welfare and tranquillity
in Africa. He also placed a large army under the command of
Jawhar, who wrote repeatedly to al-Mu’izz requesting that Egypt,
Syria and Hijaz were brought into perfect order and that a '
prayer should be offered up in his name throughout all those count-
ries. This news gave al-Mu’izz the utmost satisfaction and, as
soon as his authority was consolidated in Egypt, he set out after
proclaiming Bulukkin b. Ziri as-Sinhaji his lieutenant governor
in Africa. Al-Mu’izz took with him an immense sum of money and
a numbef of influential and powerful chiefs to Egypt. He entered
Alexandria on Saturday 29th May 973. Some time after he left
Alexandria and on 6th June 973 he stopped at Guiza. Jawhar went
forth to meet him. Three days later al-Mu'izz passed the Nile
and proceeded to Cairo. It was after al-Mu”izz that Cairo received
the surname (al-Guim#ah al-Mufizziyah) MuTizzian Cairo, the city
having been bﬁilt for him by his general, Jawhar. Jawhar had
divided the new city up inté blocks for various categories. of
people.

Under the rule of the Fatimids Egypt enjoyed reasonable peace;
Mufizz and his successor, al—(lziz, gave the country foundations

of sound administration. The third F;timid to rule Egypt, al-Hakim

i )
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Abu fA1T al—Mangﬁr, (996-1020) made a special name for himself
though less by services to the country than by being abnormal;
In the year of 1010 al-Hakim caused some of his generals
and ministers to be put to déath. Among them were al-Husayn,
son of Jawhar, the General of al-Mu'izz, al-Husayn b. ’Ammar
and A1, the father of al-Wazir al-Maghribi al-Husayn b. 7TAli,
one of al-Tihami's patrons, al-MagEribI, who fled to Ramlah
and induced Prince gassaﬁ b. Mufafrij,who governed that town,
to take a stand against his Suzerain. But in spite of the supp-
ort afforded by Abu-al-Futub al-Hasan b. Jaffar, the Sharif of
Mecca, who was defeated, the undertaking failed;. the prince of
Ramlah came to terms with al-Hakim. Then al-Wazir al-Maghribi
fled to Iraq and to the Eastern region, where he filled high
positions in the service of the princes of these countries.
Al-gzkim of Egypt forestalled Hassan and Sheriff of Mecca.
Al-Hakin sent troops to fight' against Hassan and the latter was
defeated. He spent two years with his father without means of
support. During these two years gassan's father had died. Then
Hassan went to Egypt trying to mend the broken relationship with
al~Hakim. The latter had granted Hassan Ramlah in Palestine.
Hassan, for one reason or another, was not entirely satisfﬁed to
be subordinate to the other. He was the chief of the tribe of
Tai and this made him cling to his dignity. Hassan was trying to
take the 0pportuﬁity to free himself from such obligations towards
al-Hakim. Hassan was aware of the political trouble between al-
Hakim and other tribes. He realised thut al—?gkim was in fear of
Banu Qurranh, a tribe living in the province of Barqa, ancient
Cyrenaica, who were in favour of the ’Umayyad Caiiphate of Spain.
They had embraced the cause of Aﬁﬁ-Rakwah, a nztive of Spain
when he had revolted zgainst al-Hakim in 1004-5. Banu~Qurrah had
defeated the troops which al-Hakim had sent to set up the

(1) ]

revolution in Barqah.

(1) Itn Khaldum IV p. 124
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Af the beginning of the fourth century the FE?imids' weoaknesses
became more evident. The successors of al-?&kim lived luzurious-
ly and proved incapable of curbing the mercenaries. F;fimids
were unable to maintain rule in Syria and Palestine, .which had

always been menaced by minor rulers.
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PART II

Abu-al-Hasan al-Tihami

His Origin

His full name was Abu-al-Hasan ‘Al1 b. Muhmmad al-Tihami
from Tihamah of the Hijaz.

The most important of his biographers are Ibn Egallik;n _
(Wafayat al-’A'yarw) Ibn Paghri §§£§§;, "ar-Nujum az-Zahira", Ibn 5(
al-’Imad "Shadharat al-Dhahub", Abu-1-Fida, ~».d "Tarikh al-

Bashar". Tihami is the relative adjective from Tihamah, a name
given to Mecca. The same name is also given to the mountains and
other regions from the extensive province between Hlaaz and the
frontiers of Yemen. Ibn Khalllkan( )was not sure whether it was
from the city of Mecca, or from the province, that the poet took
his surname.

Others, such as Ibn al-Wardi, in his book, "Tarikh Ibn al-
Wwardi" quoted al-Tihami's "Ra’yyah" elegy on the death of his son,
and a report on his execution in Cairo. Al-Tha’alibi, in
Tatimmat al-Yatimah, merely quoted some of his poems, which were
not more than sixty lines long chosen from various poems.

41-Bakharzi, (3)

who died 467 A.H., was the only person who
gave us any information. Although he was too close to al-Tihami's
time he did not say more than that al-Tihami was of ordinary stock;
then he devoted himself to Banu al-Jarrah and served them in his
sulogies. He went to Egypt to try to gain a place in the govern-
ment. Friends deceived him with the result that he met his deéth
in prison. )

Alfggahab§(4)says "zl-Tihami was a religious persom born in
Yemen, who visited Damascus, Iraq and Persia. Later he settled in

Ramlahand went to Egypt as a secret envoy for Hassan b. al-Mufarrij

and was killed secretly".

(2) wWafayat al-’Afyan III, 62
(3) Dumyatu al-Qasr p. 24

(4) siyar 'Alam al-Nubala Ms. XIII, p.341



Al-Tihami's biographers were not sure whether he took his sur-

name from the city of Mecca or from the province of Tihamah.

(5)

while sometimes he was longing to be in gijaz among his people

Al-Tihami, himself, sometimes mentioned Mecca as his hometown
(6) . : . (1)
there, and at other times he praised his country as a whole.
Looking through his poems we could say that he came from
Mecca for the following reasons:

1. Mecca was mentioned in his pdems, more than other
places in the region.

2. Al—TihEmi'a bylovod's home wng between Tnthlit? )
and Najran-( Tathlith is a place near Mecca 9)

and Najran is the nearest region of Yemen to Mecca.(lo)

3. That the blessed Prophet Muhammad was surnamed
al-Tihami, because he came from Mecca. Al-TihamT
could have his surname for the same reason.

It is possible that al-TihEm; was born in Yemen, although
there was no prove to support al-ggéhabfs opinion, but we could ??.
say that his ;;;ly life was in Mecca, and his upbringing was also
in Mecca for the reasons mentioned above, so we are going to
discuss his life in Mecca and his travels through the Islanmic

Empire.

His Birth

'We have no evidence about his date of birth. From one poem
written in 398 A.H. to al-Kamil in Shiraz, it would appear that
he had left his hometown at an early’age. He says.in.this poem
"] accompanied my camél for exactly twenty years, until I came to-
_ShIrEzf(ll) It would seem that he left his hometown in 378. It
;;uld appear from another poem(lz)that he left home when he was
aged,/ between fifteen and twenty years old. He was enthusiastic %7
in this poem. "If circumstances deceive man, countries would pnot

do that". He continued in - his enthusiasm and said, "If man had

(5) %see page 219 L. 4 (9) Yaqut Mu’jam al-Buldan II, 15 |
(6) see page 18 L. 4 (10) Ivid v 1266

(7) see page 24 Ls. 1,2 (11) see page 27, Ls. 3-10

(8) sSee page 312 L. 8 (12) see page 190 L.12

®A11 references that begin "See page...." refer to
the Arabic text.
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reached twenty years old, and did not possess any glory in his
life, it would be nothing to be proud of".
This means that he left his hometown searching for a better

life before he was twenty years old.

=
N RRFE o

i - =,V
I - In lecca N 2

Al-Tihami had spent. his early life in Mecca. He left Mecca
when he was fifteen years old. As we mentioned, he was ambitious
looking for a better living, but he could not find what he wanted
in an unstable society like Mecca. Many powers had dominated
Mecca. The Abbasid of Baghdad were dominating the country in
359 4.H.'*3) The Fatimid of Egypt had been able to dominate Mecca
in 363.(14) Between-these two states was al—Qarahifah, the third
power which had also been able to control Me;ca for a while. [Mufz>

In 363 A.H. the Fatimids ruled Mecca. When al-Mu'taz, them//
ﬁZQimid, died in 365 A.H. his successor, al-fAziz, feared the
troubles which could stem from the fAbbasid. So in 369 A.H. he
sent Badis b. Zayri al-Sinhaji from Egypt to lead pilgrims in jy\

Mecca and to make the Fatimids' position sironger.

II - In Egypt
Al-Tihami, during his time in Mecca, was trying to find him-
self a good position, but the unstable political atmosphere made
the situation difficult. It is possible that al-Tihami went to
Egypt for the simple reason that Mecca at that time was under.the
Figimids of Egypt. He thcught that opportunities were greater
in Egypt, since Egypt was the capital oftyhe Fayimid Caliphate

ot 4
and contained Egypt, Syria, Hi jaz .and/North Africa. Under the
_ ° Val ~ N~ — .
Fatimids Egypt enjoyed reasonable peace and tranquillity; Mu'izz -
and his successor, al-fAziz, gave the country the foundations of
a sound administration. Al-Tihami tried to show how he was fitted

for a position in the Government. It could be argued from his

(13) Ibn al-’Athir Kamel VII, 40
(14) 1Ivbia viI, 58
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poems that he went to lgypt to try to cause trouble for the
Mlera,  In AVLOALHL (15)uhnnh Lwn yoorn ol tor al-Tihomi ‘s srrival
in kgypt, Abu-al- l'ul.uh al=Hanan b, Jafrar of Moccan ruvollml
against the authorltleo in Egypt. He assumed the title of the
commander of the faithfufjand called himself al-Rashid Billah.
He went to Banu al—JarrEp in Palestine seeking their support.
Al2Tihami, during the time of the revolution, was in Egypt. From
his poems it would appeaf that he came to Egypt in an effort to '
obtain a high position there:
"I came to Egypt in high hopes, but I return with %UQ;WLHWA&
‘nothing except failure and excema." (16

IITI - In Syria

Al-Tihami left Egypt to go to Damascus and Palestine in
search of a better life. He praised Abi-"Abdalla/Muhammad al- +/
Nasibi and met many distinguished persons there. He tried to
settle in Ramlah where Mufarrij b. Dughful and his son Fass;n
lived, but the trouble between them and the governors of Egypt
and Syria prevented him from establishing himself. The political.
gituation in Palestine was not less difficult than it was in
: Mecca. In Palestine the tribes of Taﬁkand Banu-Salili were ﬂjjﬂ?
indifferent to the authorities in Egypt. Al-Tihami thought that

he could miss his chance in this political atmosphere.

IV - In Irag and Persia

He first went to Iraq and Mausil where he thought he could \‘3“)

find a better living. He began wrltlng his sulogies to rulers

and other important people in the Caliphate. Ibn al—Dhahabl (17)
says that he praised Ibn fpbbad in Iraq, but we have no evidence
in his Diwan to support Ibn alfggahabi's opinion. There is noth-
'ing to show who was the first personm to whom al-Tihami dedicated
his praise, but there is little doubt that al-Tihami left Damascus
to meet people and to improve his social standing. It is likely
that he met gieréh b. al-Muqallid the ruler of Mausil and Kufah.

(15) Ibn Kathir al-Bidayah XI, 309
(16) See page 15 L.12
(17 siyar 'Alam al-Nubala’/ Ms. XIII, 341
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He then left Qirwash to ’Amad where he praised ‘Ubaydullah b.
Dimmah. He also went to §Pir£z where he met al-Kamil, but could
not stay there long either because of the cold climate. The
Year he was in Shiraz was especially cold and rainy causing
floods in many ;;eaé.(IB) From the eulogies he wrote to the
rulers in Iraq and Persia, or even other distinguished people, it
would appear thzt he was unhappy during his time in Iraq and |

(19)

Persia. Many people were jealous of him there, either because
"he came from a country under different rule, or because the gener-
al political situation was unstable. So people had to be more
careful about those who came from such countries as Mecca, Egypt i
and Palestine which were dominated by the Fatimid, successor of '7;
(Abbasid in those countries. _ 4
Ministers rarely lasted long in office and this situation

did not help al-Tihami t® fulfill his ambitions.

Back to Ramlah

Al-Tihami, therefore, felt he could not remain in Iraq.
He had in mind to g¢o to Pnlestine, where he had been before, look-
ing for a poermanent home. When al-Tihami had been there previous—
ly he had met distinguished persons such as al-Mufarrij b.
Dughful and his son, gassgn, Chief of the Tribe of Tai. He reach-
ed Ramlah about 400 A.H., which was when Hassan b. ‘al-Mufarrij
had become stronger. Not long afterwards al-Wazir al-Maghribdi
came to Ramlah when al-Hikim of Egypt killed his father and his
uncle. Probably al-Tih3mi had met al-Wazir al-Maghribi in Egypt
so he looked for his opportunities there and he a;;eed to co-oper-
ate with him to persuade ?aséﬁn b. al-Mufarrij to ask Abu-al-
Futﬁg, the governor of Mecca, to come to Palestine in order to
declare himself for the second time as ruler of Hijaz and Palest-
ine. Hassan had agreed and when Abu al~Futuh was on his way to
Ramlah, al—ggkim had received the news about this plot so he

(18) Ibn Kathir Bidayah XI 239
(19) see page 259 L. 4 :
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offered plenty of money to Banu al-JarrE? and cut off gijzz
share in the state budget. During this time al-Wazir al-

Maghrlbl was in fear of the outcome so he fled to Iraq while al—

Tihami fled to Amrayy. 20) This incident had been reported in many

sources but only Ibn Khaldun mentions al-Tihami's part in this
plot. h

Al-Tihami chose to go to Arrayy, because he did not want to
follow al-Wazir al-MaghribI to Iraq where he had been unhappy.
When the situation in—ﬁausil had settled down and girwash had
become stronger, with al-Wazir al-MagBribE as his secretary, al-
Tihaml went there and praised them both. But once again al- <"
Tfihami was not satisfied with his life in Iraq. He finally decid-
ed to go to Palestine hoping to stay with gassgn b. al-Mufarrij
who was to become the ruler of Ramlah after his father's death.
Al-Tihami was eager to obtain a good position with Hagsan, who, =

(21)

travelling too, and saw so many unworthy people in high places

(22)

Al-Tibami explained to Hassan that he had tried many ways

he h0ped, would be interested in his welfare. He was tired of

that he began to lose interest.

of gaining wealth and position, but that he could not do better
than atay with him giving up everything to praigse him.(23)
Al-Tihami settled permanently at Ramlah and held the post of
preacher there. He married there, but life deceived him again and
his only son, died very young. Despite the fact that al-Tihami
was very unhappy on the death of his éon, he showed those who were

envious of him that he could overcome difficulties.

Hig Death

R 4

When he lost hlS son al-T1ham1 thought that he would. contin- -

ue his politiczal work. In 415 5.4 ‘) Hassan b. al-lMufarrij was

(20) Ibn Khaldun IV, 217 - (23) Pege 279 Line 13
(21) see page 279 L. 13 (24) Ibn al-’Adim Tarikh
(22) see page 13 L. 8 Halab I page 224
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independent in his rule of Ramlah. He was looking for anodther

tribe to co-operate with him in order fto be safe of the govern- PSVA
ors of Egypt. He thought of Banu Qurrah who weré_settling at

Giza in Egypt. gasszn chose al-Tihami to go there to convert

Banu Qurrah. Al-Tihami went in secret to Egypt bearing letters

from gassgn to Banu gurrah. He was arrested and questioned by

the authorities. He replied that he was from Tamim. From their
investigations they 1ear£ed that he was al-Tihami, the poet. He

was then cast into prison at Dar al-Bunud in Cairo on the 27th

of Rabif the second 416 A.H. (28th June, 1025 A.D.) and executed
secretly on the 9th of Jamada the first in the same year, (8th Juw .

July, 1025 &.D. y{25)

(24) Ibn al-fadim Tarikh Halab I p. 224
(25) Ibn Khallikan Wafayat al-’A‘yan III, pages 60-62
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CHAPTER II

EULOGY IN THE FOURTH AND FIFTH CENTURIES

Poets wrote eulogies in return for material assistance in
praise of the rulers for what they did for the country. In the
YAbbisid period, Caliphs used to gather together as many poets
as possible to write under the patronage of the court.

Poets were usually dependent on the'bounty of Caliphs and
were drawn to the capitals.(l) In the fourth century, because of '
the division of the empire, minor states had arisen so that
poets were no longer attracted to the capitals.

Al-Mutanabbi was born at Kufah in 303 A.H. (905 A.D.)§2) He
was an ambitious young man. He saw himself as a prophet, founded
a new religion in the plains round the little town of Samawah.

In a very short. space of time, he was overthrown by Lu’lu?, the
’Iqugidite general in command at Hims and was cast into prison,
| in which he remained until he acknowledged the true faith.
Rulers now offered him many gifts. Al-Mutanabbi reached Sayf
ad-Dawlah's court, and composed such beautiful poems in his hon-
our that the names of both poet and patron are always associated.

A personal matter arose between 21-Mutanabbi and the Persian
philologist, Ibn Khalawayh, who lost his self-control so much
that he struck al-Mutanabbi in the face with a key. After nine
years of understanding between al-Mutanabbi and his patron Sayf
ad-Dawlah, al-Mutanabbi quitted Aleppo dissatisfied with what
Sayf ad-Dawlah was doing for him. He went to Egypt and offered
his services to the foe of the gamdsnid dynasty, K;fﬁr, the
'1thh§dite prince. But this attempt ended in disappoiﬁtment for
political reasons. Kafur said, "A man who has claimed the gift
of prophecy after Muhammad, the prophet, might also claim author-

ity over Kafur." Al-Mutanabbi, enraged, fled to qugd;d, where

(1) Ibn Rashiq al-'Umdah II 150
(2) 1Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat I, 103
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the ruler was al-Wazir al-Muhallabi, who wanted to be the object
of the illustrious poet's praise., But the poet would not grant
him this honour and departed to go to fA@ud ad-Dawlah, thé
Buwayhid of Shiraz in Persia.

Poets in the fourth century were free to choose the patron
they wanted and to go anywhere they liked. In the fourth and
fifth centuries there were poets who represented the opposite
pole to al-Tihami's predécessors. The old poet praised a man
only for what he was. In the Islamic period people were busy
with their new religion. Poets, therefore, dovoted themselves to ),
writing poems in praise of Mu@ammad and Islam. Muhammad, the
prophet, praised gassan b. Thabit, when the 1atter'was encourag-
ing Muslims to stand firm and strong against their enemies and
compose poetry for this purpose. The prophet said, "Your poems
were a more effective weapon than arrows". (3)

During the 'Umayyad period we find that poetry was being
used as propaganda for the Umayyads and the "Alids. There were
three aspects of this poetry:-

l. Those poets, who were in favour of the'Umayyad and

wrote propaganda poetry for the ‘Umayyad and for
their right to the caliphate, were attracted by the

money which was paid by thé authorities of the
*Umayyad.

2. Those poets who were not actually in favour of the
'Umayyad, but found themselves writing propaganda
poetry for them, although their sympathy was with
the fAlids. The poet, al-Farazdag, who knew the
fickleness of his fellows, told Husayn, the son of
"Ali, who claimed to be the right caliph,”that
although their hearts were‘w1th him, their swords
would be with the Umayyads.

3. Those poets who were composing their poetry only
for the ’Alids were more honest and faithful, -
because they knew that fAlid had no material power,
as the Umayyad had, to persuade poets to praise them

(3) Ibn fAbd Rabbih al-"iqd al-Farid V, 277
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Some of the ”Alids' poets were extremist. They likgd 411 and
his family, but on the other hand they hated the fifst two
Orthodox Caliphs, Abu-Bakr and ’Umar,and others of the
prophet's kinsmen. This kind of propaganda was out of favour
from a religious point of view, because people did not like to
hear of read insults to the prophet's kinsmen and followers.

(4)

So, propaganda poetry was successful and popular politic-

The best example was al- Sayyld al—Hlmyarl

ally, but not so religiously. _

Propaganda can change the standing of a community, the
Banu Anf al-Nagah for instance; they hated their surname until
al-Hutay’ah, tLe poet, praised them saying:

"Thgy are of the Tribe of 'the she-camel's nose!
Others are the tails, who would consider the
she-camel's nose to be equal to its tail®"

(5)

Another example was the Barmacides of the great and noble

Then they were proud of this surname.

Persian family, who directed the affairs of the Caliphate by their

great influence and generous patronage of learning. Lavish hogpit-

ality and wise administration brought lustre to the reign of the
first Abbasid caliphs, until the time of Harun al-Rag_hEd,((’)
whose jealousy led him to destroy this family, when his poets
were singing.(T)

"Would that Hind had fulfilled to us her promise, and
healed our souls of their suffering!

Would that she had acted independently for once. (8)
It is the weakling who does not act independently".

Finally it is worth mentioning the merits and faults of the
representatives of political poetrj before al-Tihami. There were

many representatives even though this period lacked upheavals

Isbahani, /Igganl XI1I, 276-2717
Ibn Rashlq 'Umdah I, 26

Ibn Khallikan dafayat I 292
Ibn Khaldun Mugaddimah, page 26

4
5
6
1
8) Arberry, Arabic poetry page 40
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comparable in scale to previous centuries.

Al-Mutanabbi's political poetry was based on fact, especially
those splendid eulogies written in favour of that cultured prince,
Sayf ad-Dawlah, with whom al-Mutanabbi lived for nine years as.an
intimate friend and comrade in arms. This sort of atmosphere
gave the poet confidence in himself to speak for a whole people,
What he said was noted and even influenced public opinion. He
usually distanced himself from the theme and even from his person-
al feelings. So al-Mutanabbi's charactgr dominated his theme, —_é,/
because he believed what he said, and the public no doubt believed
it too. _

The other poet, with opposite view to al—Mutanabbi, was Ibn
Hani from Maghrib (Spain), who was born at Seville in 316 A.H.

He attached himself to al-Muizz, the FEEimid.(9) He believed in
the doctrine of transmigration of souls, in which.some of the
Shifah also believed and thié was important. He exaggerated his
eulogies to his patron so much that he placed him on a level with
Jesus Christ, and further-more he gave hié patron the authority
of God in matters such as fate and divine decree.

Once we recognise the limits within which the poet worked,
we can see that he failed to reach his readers on some points

which he believed they shared with him.

(9) Ibn Khallikan Wafayat IV, 49
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CHAPTER III

THE DIWAN .

Although al-Tibami had held the post of preacher, (Khat3bah),
unfortunately, we have nothing of his works except his Diwan. -Itv',
would appear from Ibn E}gllikan's (l)statement: "A1-Tihami only
produced a small volume of poems, but the greater parts are.

- exquisite", that al-Tihami hds no other work apart from the
Diwan. '
The Diwan has been published twice:

1. Firstly in 1893 in Alexandria,
pages 4-144, size 21 x 14.5 cm. :
There is an introduction (pages 2-4) in
the beginning. '

2. Secondly in 1964 in Damascus. Y
pages 4-239, size 23 x 16 cm. '
There is an introduction (pages A-D = P-$)

A cursory comparative study reveals that these are more or
less identical, except that the Damascus copy says in the intro-
duction: | )

"Although we followed the al—AhrEm“bOPy there were many
errors in béth the poems and the names of people mentioned in the .
Diwan".

Damascus's copy was interpreted, but still has some errors ?

and omissions. _ _ jAj3Ude
?
v %2\5 ~

Manuscriptsé

There are twelve copies available, each one of them is
different, except that four of them are more or less identical. .
- \
These four copies are Madinah, Egypt, Escorial and Lieden. MostL@"’V

manuscripts were undated, except the Madinah and Damascus copies.

(1) Wafayat III, 60 Hajji Khalifah, Kashf al-Dhunun Col.771
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PARIS - National Library Copy No. 5056

106 pages. Size: 20x12.5 cm.

23 lines per page. :
Naskh script in black ink. ‘Undated, papers - yellowish, ##&Jl
not too thick. Heading and marginal notes in black ink.

Beginning: b\-af 0)/‘11’/”“‘ Qs a8 ,o_\)‘(_w &QJ\J‘ o le ‘,bedlp

r‘“\ E;oe_..}‘&ﬂu%-’!,u‘n {r—uw)“;,'buoeo.—nﬂ

Ending: TSN
ne o , (LG he e diss
Lg%g)‘@95§ﬂz:dﬁls layu)lgu,uaqrp¢gn

Vaticen Library Copy No. 4/1109

114 pages. Size: 20.7Tx15 cm.
21 lines per page.

Naskh script in black ink. Heading in red ink, Pupwﬂ

marginal notes in red and black ink. Papers old, but
thick. Date on the margin 1096 A.H.

Beginning: N X\ \as) d,‘ Ll Lo Pl
nS;-—'-’-—onN\U\JM dMuul,\»\o-”Ul}M-!\b

'l‘ *A, n ‘ . - N Qw‘ CJ‘JU)
S PR G UL sy (,.-U-—s”‘h;p 3 RV
1 nn
Turkey Koprulu Copy No. 1248
86 pages. Size: 20x15 cm.
23 lines per page.
Naskh script dated 1051 A.H. Alphabetically arranged.

Beginning: Jdu el Jo’a‘.:é‘u’rf‘"u*xy WU
....cu ,-.LL\ad‘_u é.c‘_.J.O\«.w
& \-’Q»’(y‘ R ATV AN R

AN Tom 2 b AN s
o laes oo ass  dB b T o

Ending:

Ending:

HYDERABAD State Library Copy No. 110 Diwan

174 pages. Size: 20.5x15 cm.

17 lines per page.

Naskh script in black ink. marginal lines and heading
in red ink. Incomplete at end. Undated.

Beginning: u;r&))ﬁ‘_/&‘/‘)‘éf cs“\e-“.\/a‘ c}&w‘s&‘db
4 u'-’ bb"
‘-‘U\g?o%-_“d"w) Lo r-ua"y‘y"ﬁ/’ U"(.v—-9
(sie Vi) T wgdviognad,
lﬂ_\p‘re d,-—lc‘_.lw o\‘>.)\ ﬂ’“-\n)bl-bf

Ending:
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DUBLIN, The Chester Beaty Library Copy No. 4838

114 pages. Size; 17.8x13.3 cm
19 plus 4 marginal lines per page.
Naskh script undated. :
Beginning: CS°‘&') L U)J“'\\WJ-‘Q}J’\ ds
E NG Sy
\or e 3 "M\;Jb\/g&a) \e,-\pé,uo\ V= o

(L.-,Jb Adow s # S8 P3td15y
U,Q:«J\MJ Sodats \7_,-»9‘4«-—'4"«' th

Ending:

SPAIN, Elescorial Copy No. 383.L

165 pages. Size: 23x14 cm.

17 lines per page.

Naskh seript in black ink. Undated.
Papers, yellowish, rather thick.
Heading and marginal lines in red ink.

Beginnings ‘Yol “—Ufb’ oS o Yebl Zar d'\g’&?'u’a'-‘b-—!"-”‘s\b
PSR “Jcakdua, ‘yguu\eflu 2 &

Ending: ‘“_A_J,\ _\h.l‘ \ ‘\4}&_\‘,“ “b,)\w_,w\@:db,
,_,a.su’@-—-'a .\‘,f_a.sbu_ &za“wle’l.o‘k‘

CAIRO, Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyyah Copy No. 595. Adab.

240 pages, plus one on the last page poem for the scribe.
Size: 23.5x16.5 cm.

14 lines per page.

Naskh soripte in black ink. Heading and marginal 11nes
in red and black ink. Undated:

Beginningt n)_,.; \,|wa|&, J‘&)b el S UNY 2P P u-;y'd(’
4 )‘l d“"';‘ (pb\/‘u' (,L_—J),

Ending: y)‘@>/ KCASTE vh.e;; )Llsu |¢-.}7_J 2—-“"“—-""

. <—~<——-'—" u‘ .\la-\-‘u» w),o&;\\,\«h»\w#y\ggdu,

(:‘\5\0 d’—-‘-‘u\, s\ sl é,ﬂ‘w\a‘l:a(u

MADINAH, ’Arif ﬂ_kma,t Library Copy No. 132
179 pages. Size: 25x17.5 om.
17 lines per page,
Naskh script in black ink, dated 1266 A.H.
Headlng in red ink. Marginal notes are different from
the copy's script.
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~

S o3 b\w \Jnf‘édbdy-“.\fmja‘,.&_,, |
Beginning: S5 J'Ja o\)ﬂ)b 1y \f - \J[:
A)fen,\ww o Lz y.xul@.b_u\“ -
PR A )Ld\uoa;f&J\b\d,,;\wﬂJ‘éudb)

@..swu*—dc—-\/ Lo b,_qg\_uw._,\u

Ending:

LEIDEN Copy No. Cod. 2682

132 pages. Size: 20x16 om.
21 lines per page.

Naskh script. Undated. L2 J—‘Q—l ‘&
Beginning: LR PSRN 1s W\'w)}; D’\ _,\o. ::____J,(
)’,)—Q))‘ ‘J.:_LLJ :_)LUJ y ’6‘5:: .
Ending:
w\db_)

PLESY IO |, s LKLy S o aj LY

BERLIN, Copy No.

117 pages. Size: 20x15 cm.
Naskh script alphabetically arranged, undated.
There is an introduction on pa.ge 1, in it his name
was written thus:
"Abu a.l-Fa.t{l Badr al-Din Ali b, Muhammad al-Tihami".

Beginning: }\)&J\L.'; i s Jalbiz S\ asisde g5
s pusal dse sl 50820 ¥ Lo syl Sv

Ending: . T deaprazdus
Gt ars sl B s )

LONDON, British Museum, Copy No. 3789

pages, size:
20 lines per page.
Naskh script in black ink. Undated.

Beginning: ﬂ)‘)‘t\u_\r‘)-ed'blo.d) gb_r q)\q;,é'\g“,(}’uu’ﬁéb
d,»)’d\ \u(dd_f dﬂwb(\dﬁ‘dwoﬁj(bl

Ending:
A el <oy
bf'l""‘ C{)‘“%b sLsU \m/\»—'\ o,\’/wdmuu“-
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DAMASCUS, Zahiriyyah Library Copy No. 5078

39 pages, size: 20x14 cm.
21 lines per page.
Naskh script. Dated 1346 A.H.

.

=y

. Beginning: oo \gaot Yled Lo eI 21D )/\L'JZ’\Uquf.\J\uVJJ‘_,
. \Q,:o o_‘b\ aF, C.S’(e‘” "6‘ U’-qud’& b—gdl U‘)-') .

C ;\ MdJ‘ULS C_‘D\_SL C.u-° d"‘@" 'J""VJ_,s
‘;u4LJ\¢ﬂ_,Aﬁgr qﬁ‘J,s\z(\eré}qs‘\ ,¢gdxgrﬂ,
Ll gt gl sy Ly S\ s gl 21

Ending:

The Diwan in general represented the prosaic style. This

fancy style became fashionable in al-Tihami's days. The gasIdah

followed the prose style.

ion for rhymed prose spread in the fourth century. The life of

the empire had changed by division.

each with their own income and stimulating their own culture.

Poets and writers found favour in these minor states and many

and

writers, such as al-Wazir al-Muhallabl and al-Sahib b. ’Abbad(Ibn

‘al-’Amid became ministers. Literature and culture prospered in

this century. Thus men of letters became ministers.

main subject, and he ended with a prayer for his patron.

Al-Tihami began his poems with a compliment, then came the

(2)

Literature came under the influence of the new way of life.

This was not unusual because the pass-

S~——

There were many minor states,

~/

Prose came under rules and divided into themes in the same way as

poetry: greeting, eulogy, elegy, friendship (Iggﬁﬁniyy;t) and

praise of the rulers (Sultaniyyat). Ibn al-’Amid was the leader

of this vogue.

(3)

of this time. The influence of the writer on al-Tihami is mani-

fest in his use of (Saj’) and maxims and in ending his Qasidah

with a prayer.

(2
(3

)

Pages.eq.t , 17, 51 etc:
Tha’alibi, Yatimah III, 2

He was a poet, too, as were many of the writers

y .
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Al-Tihami took a pride in his poems so he saw his gas;dah like
a bride in her magnificent wedding-dress on her glorious night.
He thoupht his Qasidah ever more beautiful. He also thought the
words and the m;aningsaafhis Qasfdah turned the paper on which
it was written into a beautiful meadow. Some poems, however,
could make the paper less beautiful.(4) His poems, to him,

(5)

He intended to show the greatness of his poems and to make

seemed to be new, despite the passing of time.

the readers believe that his main interest was the person he
was praising. He meant this, but only to serve his gas{dah, he
said, "My poems become more beautiful than the diamond when

6)

Al-Tihami has different views about poetry; he believed

(7)

be remembered because they are records of history.

dressed in your praises".

poetry to be a demanding and serious'subject. Some poems will

(8)

He compared poems with people and showed that there is both
good and bad poetry in the world.<9)

Close study of his Diwan shows that his language is easy to
understand. His expression is simple, yet powerful., He used
words not of Arabic origin, such as "al-Mashkhdab" which is a
Nabati word, but still used in Iraq. 10 . These words, however,
were known in some parts of the Arab world.

Poets tried to show how they could absorb the current cult-
ure and also how they #ere widely travelled and knowledgable in
the daily language of the people.(ll) Al-Mutanabbi used unusual

12)

and similes. This marks all the poetry of the fourth century.

expressions in his poems, striving after uncommon metaphors

(4) see page 200 lines 8,9,10 (9) see page 134 line 1
£5) See page 77 line 10 (10) Itn Manzui,,Lls%n

6) See page 35 lines 6,7

(7) see page 220 ’ (11) Page /5 wwes -2,3,+
(8) see page 266 line 4 (12). Thara libT Affﬁh;h

pages 11 114 & 115
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A radical effort was made to change the custom of apostrophis—
ing .the deserted encampment CATLA L)( 3)1n the opening lines of

an ode. In ‘the line translated below, Abu-Nuwas gives a descrip-

.tion of wine instead of "Atla 1.(14)

"The description of the Atla 1 is old-fashioned,
what you must now describe is wine".

The fourth and fifth centuries were the. time of developing
culture. A rich store of ideas and elegance of diction was

brought into Arabic poetry. i

Spring'was not mentioned in pre-Islamic poetry, even during - -
‘Islamic and Umayyad periods, but with the development of culture

songs of spring became fashionable. Al-Sanubari, who died in
334 A.H. was the first to sing of snows(ls) :
"Gild the cup with wine, lad, for it is a silvery day
Velled in white is the air, bedecked in pearls, as
though in bridal display." (16)

In al-Tihami's Diwan we don't fi g zuch description, although - _
we find the Shi’at's thoughts of Imam, who was the high authority: 5z
in the state. . Al-Mutanabbi also adopted the Shi’ at theory of

transmigration of souls.(ls) o ff
The following lines were not in his Diwan. Ibn Khallikan

mentioned them and said, "he has surpassed all competition when

“ he says:"(l9)

"His gifts are ample; yet he thinks them small, though
the copious rains of autumn are shamed (by their
abundance) compared with the beneficence which he
sheds around the swollen cloud would be called a
vapour and oceans, rivuleta" .(20)

(13) Nicholson. A Literary History of
the Arabd. 286

(14) Abu-Nuwas. Diwan - page 539 (18) Shawqi dhayf al-
15) Mez Renaissance of Isha page 263 - Fan wa Madahibuh
16)  Tha’alibi Nathr al-Nazm page 141 . Page 224

(19) Wafaya II 60

(17) (20) wafayat, Slane
translation
AN :

11, 317
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Most of his Diwan has graceful passages. The following lines
were contained in a long Qasidah in praise of al-Wazir al-
Maghrlbl'

"When the lips of the flowers on the hills and those
of our (mortal) beauties were smiling, I asked my
friends which were the fairegt to the sight, "I know

not".
Said he: "All of Qhem are anthemis ﬁlossoms".
Similarly Ibn Sana’ al-Mulk, who died in 608 A.H. (21)says:

"I hesitated, thinking the teeth (of my beloved "Sulaima')
to be anthemis buds, and taking these for teeth I, there-
fore, kissed them all to dispel my doubta, snd every
person who feels earnest (in such matters) would do the
same"

Al-Mutanabbi praised his patron for his triumph over the
enemies of Islam, but al-Tihami does not have this opportunity.
It was common in the fifth century for the poet to praise his
patron for such triumph, but the main impression we have of
fifth century poetry are poems celebrating the New Year, Baster,
Ramadin, the end of the month of Fast, Mibrajan, and the birth
of a son or daughter. Al-Sharif al-Radi followed this nethod. (22)

It would appear that al-Tihami's style was popular in his
time and some of his poems were related to other poets, such as
Qirwash b. al-Mugallad (23) (24)

was nothing odd about this since we know that al-Tihami had’

and al-Wazir al-Maghribi. There
praised these two persons and maybe they read his poems.

The fourth and fifth centuries produced many poets of a _
similar style so al-Tihami did not come under the close écrutiny~“
of his contemporaries. During these centuries al—Tlhaml stood
51de by side with al-Mutanabbi and al-Sharif al-Radi.

(21) Ibn Khallikan V 112
(22) sharif al-Radi Diwan, page 381

' Tha’alibl Yatimah II pages 79-86
(23) Al-Bakharzi, Dumyat_al-Qasr, page 13
(24) Ibn Khallikan Wafayat
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Themes of his Diwan:

There are seven principal themes in al-Tihami's Diwan:
Eulogy, Elegy, Love Poetry (ghazal), Friendship (Ikhwanlyyat),
Glory (Fakhr), Enthusiasm (Hamasah) and Asceticism.

His Diwan reflects the political condition of his time,
the situation being unsettled. The empire had divided into
minor states; Egypt, under the Fé%imids,'was slipping more and
more out of the sphere of influence of the Baghdad Caliphate.

The tribes and governors of Syria and Palestine had submitted to
the F&?imid Caliphate which was represented in Syria, Palestine '
end the Hijaz. Al-Tihami left his hometown at an early age. |
He was interested in travelling to gain experience of life, which .
he drew from the observation of persons and events. His poem of
eulogy (25)to Ibn al-Furat showed how al-Tihami was eager to
obtain a good position in the government and also how his intelli-
gence fitted him for such position. But when he failed to

achieve hisaims he left Egypt for other countries. He met differ-
ent, distinguished persons. He was trying to satisfy everyone he
met, because he realised that the times were troubled ones.(zﬁ) |

"Be always like your Time, when you fight. If it

stands upright, be upright, but stumble when it

causes men to stumble. If Time's aspect is serene

to you, be serene. But if it is fickle in many
ways, be a tiger".

Many disputes occurred in the regions of Syria, Palestine .
and Q§j§z. Tribes and governors revolted against the'authorit-
ies. The Tribe of Taghlib had dominated Aleppo and brought the
whole of Northern Syria under Sayf al-Dawlah's rule. For twenty-
three years he continuously harried the Byzantines on the front-
iers of Amia Minor, but although he gained aome glorious victdr-;
iena, which hin laureate, al-Mutanabbi, has immortalised, the

fortune of war went in the long run steadily against him. His .

(25) Pege 290
(26) See page 154 liness,p
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successors were unable to prevent their little kingdom from
being crushed between the Byzantines in the north and the
Fatimids in the south.

Al-Tihaml was trying to gain favour with Hassan b. al-
Mufarrij, Chief of the Tribe of Tai, in Palestine. He praised
him and his father for their bravery and their greatness. He |
was, therefore, trying to find a patron in the person of gasssn _
as al-Mutanabbl did with Sayf al-Dawlah. The difference between
the two patrons, Sayf al-Dawlah and Hassan, was that Sayf al-
Dawlah had a good reputation which his martial exploits against
the enemies of Islam had richly earned for him in the eyes of
his contemporaries. This was enhanced by the conspicuous energy
and munificence with which he cultivated the arts of peace.
Eassan could not have gained such triumphs. He was not interest-
ed in settiements, but only in causing trouble for the authorit-
ies. The incident mentioned previously when al-Tihami and al-

. Wazir al-Maghribi tried to persuade ?asssn to disobey al—gakim
of Egypt and unite his country with the Hijaz under Abi-al-
Futﬁg domination illustrates this. gassan was interested in
such a plan, but when al-gakim of Egypt made him an offer, he
plotted against AbU-al-Futuh who returned to Mecca.

Al-Tihami fled to al-Rayy. After a time he came back to
Ramlah, when Eass;n's father died, with hopes of mending his
relationghip with gass;n. He explained to gasszn that he had -
tried many ways of gaining wealth and position, but that he
could do no better than to stay-with him, giving up everything
in order to praise him:

"I have come back to you. If I am to be fortunate,
let it be now". (27)

(27) See page .79 line I3

NN

oS
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Al-Tihami settled for some time at Ramlah in Palestine with his

patron Hassan, whose position improved. After his father's

death he became the actual governor of Ramlah in 415 A.H.
Al-Tihami also mentioned in his Diwan disturbanées caused _

by other tribes, such as Banu Kilab. He praised ’Ali b. Abd al-."

Wahid, the Qadi of Tripoli in Lebanon, whom al-Hakim of Egypt

appointed to support Mansur b. Iu’lu’ against Banu—Kzlab in

(28) 'A1-Tihami

mentioned this incident praising the Qadl for his triumph over
them.(29)

Syria who had revolted agalnst the authorities.

Themes
Bulogy: _

Eulogy is mont common in his Dinn(éoln& the purpose of
eulogy in general, la, of courme, to praice. Therofore, the .
sentiments are nét always sincere, but rather designed to gain 3/
favour for the poet.

Al-Tihami constantly sought wealth and position ‘with emphasis
in his poetry on the generosity of the person he is praiéing, In
an appropriate metaphor al-Tihami sees poverty as a dangerous
enemy and the generosity of his patron as the weapon with which
poverty will be destroyed. (31)

In his eulogy al-Tihami used relevant description. For
instance, he praised al-Wazir al-Maghribi, whom we understand to
be a fine writer of Persian origin. 32) Therefore, he has the
opportunity to gain the wisdom of a Perllan, and to write in the
language of the Arab. (33) .

He also thanked the camels because they were instrumental iﬁ
his meeting his patron, and says that because of this, the feet

of the camel should be kissed. (3%

(28) Itm al-’Adim - Tarlkh Halab I, 199 ,§33) See page 51
229; See page ¢| lines q"_,g p. 63 . (—1p (34) See page 131, .
30 See page § <4- lines 1 & 2

(31) sSee page 321, lines 11 & 12
& page 322, line 1
(32) Ibn Knallikan-Wafayat 1, page 429
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Al-Tihani used (alkhatabah) preaching as another form of praise.

He clearly knéw how effective al-Khatabah wns because he held

the post of preacher at Ramlah in Palestine. The name of the
patron would be repeated every week at Friday's service and also

at other times according to the suitability of the oécasion. He
realised that al-Khatabah is no less effective than poetry.
Al-Tihami said how every country was eager to be under his patron's
rule. Even the pulpits were proud, because his name issued from
then, '

Poets compare the person whom they are praising with such
things as the sea, the rain and the wind. To the Arab, the North h
wind represents evil, and the South wind represents good; the
East wind is soothing and the West wind is harsh. So just as the .
one who al-Tihami praised is generous, he is also hard. He is
the North wind when he is fighting his enemies, because he is
unrelenting towards them, and on the other hand he is the South -
wind to his own people, because he is generouSa(35)

Al~Tihami's eulogies also emphasise his religious thoughts.
His faith was reflected in the person he praiséd. He said, "if
he tthe one who is praised) is wealthy, his wealth consists in .
his generosity, because he is indifferent to the vanities of the:
world. He awaits the evening(ig)order to pray, while other
3

people are waiting for sleep. '
Al-Tihami was influenced by the styles used in his time:

"There is no fault in them, except that their women
are niggardly (in matters affecting their dignity),
But they must be so, since their generosity requires

_ it". (37)
Another example of his use of words can be seen in the
following lines of his eulogy.(38) ' /{)
"The ends of their spears were bowing down, as in ifi;?;

prayer, to the hearts of their enemies, while the
spear heads were the prayer-leader",

(35) See pageitiline U

(36) See page 205 line 1%

Q37) See page %% line 9
38) - See page 3-7@line IR
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Eulogy was very popular in the fourth and fifth centuries. Al-
Tihami was dependent on his poems. He once asked his patron to
give him more and more, and if the patron did, his eulbgy to him
wouid be(;g?eautiful garden of all the different kinds of

flowers:

"I am really a meadow, if you should water it
(with your gifts), ‘ :

This praise would -be transformed into the
brightest flowers".

He usually used the traditional method at the beginning of |
his eulogies; he began with love-introduction, as did most of
the Arab poets. Only rarely did he begin directly with the
subject itself. It is a fact that the poems which plunged
immediately into the subject were shorter than t?zg; which began

with love poetry or other means of introduction.

Elegy:

Al-Tihami wrote only four elegies, three of them on the
death of his son and one on the death of his cat.

Al-Tihami, in his elegies, followed the normal patfern
which does not begin with love poetry. There are a few except-
ions who begin elegy with love poetry, such as Durayd b, al-
Summah.(41)

In terms of quantity eulogy comes firstvin al-Tihami's poems,
but in terms of quality elegy holds that distinction. Al-Tihami's
elegy is important for two reasons; firstly because of its clarity
and secondly because his fame hinges upon it. It is unfortunate
that he wrote so little. The two elegies on the death of his

on(42) are well—known, but the third (43) is held to be of less
significance. The fourth (44) was written on the death of his

cat, but it is not a good example of his work, even were we to

(39) See page /6! 1inell (42) See pages (06, &
(40) See e.g. _page 1671ine 2 etc (43) see page 24 .
(41) Ibn Rasmq al~'Umdah II 121 M) Sec Page K03




.

37

suppose that he wrote it on the death of a person- a common
device in al-Tihami's time. Some poets dedicated elegy to one
person at the same time implying another, using animals to hide
identity. This was done for political reasons, or because in
the fourth century poets were fond of metaphor and comparison.(45)

There is no evidence to prove, however, that al-Tihami wrote
this elegy on the death of a persén, but it is thought that he
really did write it on the death of his cat.

Al-Tihami's elegies to his son were sincere expression of
love. Although al-Khansa’wrote elegies on the death of her

brothers,(46)

she showed less feeling for them than al-Tihami
did for his son. '

Al-Tihami immediately launched into his elegy, and this is
considered proof of his ab111ty.(47) In this instance he began
-hls olegy saying that everyone has to die at the appointed time:

Tyrant of man! Imperious Fate
] bow before thy dread decree
Nor hope in this uncertain state
To find a seat secure from Thee.

Life is a dark, tumultuous stream
With many a care and sorrow foul,
Yet thoughtless mortals vainly dream
That it can yield a limpid bowl.

Think not that stream will backward flow,

Or cease its destind course to keep,

As soon the blazing spark shall glow,

Beneath the surface of the deep.(48)
This idea was expressed by Shakespeare in Hamlet:

"Thou know'st 'tis common, all that lives must die
Passing through nature, to eternity".

It is worthy of note that al-Tihami began his elegy with
maxims, discussing life and death, stressing how people try to

make the best of their lives, otherwise, when they die,'they.

(45)
546) Diwan al-Khansa’ pp.123/148
47) Al-’Abbasi, Ma’hid al-Tansis IV 242

(48) Translation by Carlyle, Specimens of Arabian Poetry Page 88
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(49)

will have no choice in their destiny.

For the critic elegies on the death of children are. a
‘aifficult subject, 9% but al-Tihami used various postical
themes to show how he was hoping to see his child become a man,
brave and intelligent. Some of his biographers chose lines from
his two olegiem, othern chome the two complete elegies. Al-
Bakharzi sald, "I wrote 8l-Tihami's elegy for myself and I learn-
ed it by heart! (51)

In using these themes al-Tihami was trying to present his
elegy in a way which allowed him to express his paternal feel-
ing. He tried to find an excuse for himself at the burial of
his son, as he spread dust over his son's body. 52) To show how
sad he was, he imagined that he could not sleep because of his
grief. He could not close his eyes, because he felt as if he

(53)

His elegies, then, were of the highest merit, largely

had no eyelids or eyelashes.

because they were written in honour of his son - a subject, which
because of the love he bore him, was an insgpiration. The poetry
was written from al-Tihami's heart. Al-Tihami's elegy may not
have been original or inspired; Al-Mutanabbi's theory was that
the poem is road, and perhaps one's footstep could fall on the
other.(54) He said that to answer someone who asked him, "Why
did you bor;ow your meaning and ideas from others?".

So we cannot blame al-Tihami for similarities of meaning
and idea, also we cannot say that his elegy was not original.
To be fair we said al-Tihami's elegy is original, because he
presented it in a different form. It is possible that his elegy
was inspired by his predecessor, Muhammad b. Abd al-Malik al-

Zayyat's elegy on the death of his adopted son's Mother. (55)

(49) ecf. Gertrude, Hamlet Act I, Scene II (53) see page 116,

(50) Ibn Rashiq al-’Umdsh II 124 line 6_
§51 Dumayat al-Qasr 46 (54) Ibn Rashiq al
52) See page 114 Iines 10 & 11 'Umdah II, 222

(55) Ibia II 215
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Al-Tihami used some of the same meanings, but then many meanings -
and ideas are common property for all. An example to support
this is Shakespeare's view of death expressed through Gertrude

in Hamlet, which al-Tihami shared.

Love Poetry:

Al-Tihami has no such separate theme of love poetry. We
have to bear in mind that al-Tihami lived in the fourth and
fifth centuries and we have already considered life during that
period both from a literary aspect and politically. This
encouraged individuals dominating society which ultimately led
to the weakening of the community. Everyone in general and
literary men in particular had to struggle for their liveliehood. .
Poets travelled about the country seeking high position. This g
may be one reason for less love poetry in that period. Al- ‘
Tihami told his beloved that he could not stay w%tg)her since
5

Al-Tihami's love poetry was not as significant as his

he wanted to go to seek a good living elsewhere.

elegies or sulogies. However, if his love poetry is to be
believed he was too good to be true, because he neither allowed
himself to kiss his beloved, nor even 'in his imagination. It
is possible that he was trying to show that he was a religious
man. When he is about to compare wine with his beloved's
ealiva; he says, "I asked God's forgiveness".

"She has a saliva — I asked God's forgiveness —
more delicious and more tasty than wine".(57)

Furthermore, if the phantom of his beloved tried to kiss him he
would put something between her lips and his for fear of sinning,
either because of the actual kissing or because of - as he

- (58) '

thought - her saliva was wine.

‘(56) See page 3\ 1lines /(2
(57) See page 163 line 10
(58) See pages 129 line 12, 130 line 1
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From his religious views, it appears he believed in platonic
love. The fact that al-Tihami refers to his beloved as a
phantom indicates that he intends to see his beloved during his
sleep; he s?;;;imes wants sleep to give him more chance to see

his beloved.
"She sent you her phantom to occupy you,
but, unfortunately, the night has come
.to an end".(éo)
Although her phantom keeps visiting him, she sometiméa seems to
be ungenerous to him, if her shadow does not appear before him
during sleep.

"If she knew that her phantom will come to .
me, she, by all means, will prevent hem
from coming". (61)
Sometimes he seems to be proud of himself and is no longer

interested in such love, because he wants.to struggle for living:
"Her phantom had visited me, but no longer,
Shelleft because she saw my sword beside me".(62)
Al-Tihami's love poetry was simple and elegant. The use of
the phantom of his beloved makes poems more elegant. This type
of love poetry was often used before al-Tihamij Al-Buhturi was

( 3) 1-T1ham1

one of those poets who had often used this type.
frequehtly used names of girls in his love poetry, such as

'Ulwah and Hamdah, which were commonly used by poets.

His love poetry was a mixture of platonic and religious

~ ideas. He wanted to compose love poetry and to be honest and
faithful to his beloved, but he feared committing a sin if he
produced such poetry:

"I never committed sins during sleep,
So how can I commit sins during daytime“.(64)

.Eg 1;'— Page jJ30 Line 4

See page j3o line i
(61) See page 4 1line3
62) See page !0 1line 3
63) Ibn Rashiq al-'Umdah II, page 95
(64) See page 357 lines y_ ¢
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Hig love poetry was only a means to begin his poems and to find
an excuse to say to his imaginary beloved:

"I have no time for love; I am going to
find my way to a better position? (65)

Ceneral notes on hig poems:

Apart from the two main themes in his Diwan, eulogy and"
elegy and the love-poetry introducing his subject, he wrote
other themes which we have mentioned before.

1. Maxims:
These were used in his poetry for two reasons:

a; This traditonal use was common in his time.
b) He held the post of preacher at Ramlah for
a time, and he would use such maxims in preaohing,
80 this had an effect on his poetry.

2. Glory:

Al-Tihami was an ambitious man and we saw how willing he
was to travel to better himself.
3. Priendship:(’Ikhwaniyyat)

There are some friendship poems which tried to explain his
ambition to his friends. He also wrote poems from prison at Dar -
al-Bunud describing his grief at bqing imprisoned without any
senge of guilt.

4. Asceticism: (Zuhdiyyat)

This kind of poetry was not common in his poems. There is
one poem of this type, 66) others were found among his elegies.
The poem was seven lines long, trying to preach to beople that
no one could be happy merely for his wealth, but one should
‘prepare oneself for the coming life, by doing good and perform—
ing God's orders.

Close study of his Diwan shows that his language is easy to

understand, his expression is simple, yet powerful and flexible.

é65; See page 314 1line /%
66) See page 193 Line !
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Al-Tihami, however, maﬁ%ed to preserve the language of his. .
poetry in each of the themes he used. The beauty of these lines

11]lustrate his skills

"You are a wise man who knows what he is doing.
You rid yourself of that which is evil and
- retain that which is gbod".(67)

"In the palanquin on the camel's back a
beautiful girl
She has a glowing fresh face".(68)

He went on to dosoribe hor besuty when he saids

"fveryone who is ardently in love is willing
to be the Black Stone (in the Ka’bah) which
that beautiful girl kissed".(¢9)

(67) See page ©! line 7
(68) see page /5% lines b

(‘9) Seg P‘ae' lg_‘. {re '
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16. Al-fUndah fI Sinafat al-Shifr Wa Nagdih by Ibn Rashiq
~(Cairo 1907)

17. Al-Waff bil-Wafayat by Salah al-Din al-Safadl
18. Diwan — Al-Tihami (Alexandria 1893)

19. Diwan - Al-Tihami (Damascus 1964)

20, Diwan - Abu Tammam (Cairo 1957)

21. Diwan - Al-BuhturI (Beirut 1962)

22, Diwan - Al-Sharif al-Radi (Beirut 1961)

23. Diwan - Hassan b. Thabit (London 1910)
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24. Diwan - Jamil Buthaynah (Cairo 1958)

25. Diwan - Mihyar al-Daylami (Cairo 1925)

Abu Nuwas (Beirut 1962)

Abu Firas al-Hamdani (Beirut 1944)

28, Dumyat al-Qasr by al-Bakharzl Abu al-Hasan fa11 (Aleppo 1930)
29. Fawat al-Wafayat by Al-Kutbi Muhammad b. Shakir (Caire 1951)
30. Hadith al-’Arbifa’ by Taha Husayn (Cairo 1937)

31, Kashf al—gunun 'An ’Asma’ al-Kutub Wa al-Funun by
Hajji Khalifah (Istanbul 1960)

32, Kharidat al-Qagr Wa Jaridat al-’Asr (Syria Section) by
al-'Imad al-’Isfaha’ti (Damascus 1964)

33. Ma%a al-Mutanabbl by Taha Husayn (Cairo 1949)

34. Ma%shid al-Tansis 'Ala Shawahid al-Talkhis by
Al-’abbusi Abd al-Rahman b. Ahmad (Egypt 1947)

35. Mufjam al-’Udaba’ by Yaqut al-Hamawl (London 1927)
36. Muljam al-Buldan by Yuqut al-Hamawi (Beirut 1955)

37. Muf Jjam al—Matbufat al—rArablyyah Wa al-Mufarrabah by
Yousuf Ilinn Sarkis (Egypt 1928)

38, Mukhtarat al-Barudl by A-S-#/-BarTdi ( Cairo |37 Ah)

26. Diwan

27. Diwan

39. Muruj al-Dhahb Wa Ma’adin al-Jawhar al-Mas’udl (Paris 1877)
40, Mir’at al-Jinan by al-Yafi’i (Haydarabad 1337 A.H.)
41. Masr Fi fAnd al-’Ikhshidiyyin by Dr. S.I.Al-Kaghif (Cairo 1950)

42. Nathr al-Nazm Wa Hal al-TAqd by Al-Tha’alibi Abu Mansur
"Abd al-Malik (Egypt 1917)

43. Nuzhat al-’Abgan bi Tara’f al-Akhbar by 'Abd al-Rahman
b. Abdallah b. Dirbam (Damascus 17. d)

44. Shadhrat al-Dhahad by Ibn al-’Imad Abu al—Falah ’Abd al-Hayy
*(Cairo 1950)

45. Subh al-fA'sha by Abu-al—'Abbas Ahmad al-Qalqashandi
(Cairo 1922)

46, Tarikh al- Arab by Ph. Hlttl (Beirut 1954)
47. Tarikh *Adab al-lughatu al- Arabiyyah by Jurgi Zaydan

_ (Cairo 1930)
48. Tarikh al-Bashar by Abu-al-Fida Isma'il b.2411 (1286 A.H.)



49- .

50.
51.
52,
53.
54.
55.
56.

57.

58,
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Tarikh al-Dawlah al-Fatimiyysh by H.I.Hasan (Cairo 1958)

- Tarikh al-Islam al-Siyaei by H.I.Hasan (Cairo 1948)

Tari@b ibtn al-Wardi

Tarikh ibtn Khaldun by Abdul-Rahman ibn Khaldun (Beirut 1967)
Tarikh al-Tamadun al-Islami by Jurji Zaydan (Cairo

Tatimmat al-Yatimah by al-Tha'alibi (Tehran 1353 A.H.)
Wafayat al-YA'yan by ibn Khallikan (Cairo 1948)

Ytimat al-Dahr by al-Tha' 2libi Abu-Mansun °Abdul-Malik
(Damascus 1888)

Zahar al—Adab Wa Thamar al-’Albubd by Abu Ishaq Ibrahim
al-Husari (Cairo 1953)

Zubdatu al-Halab i Tarikh Halab by Abu-al-Qusim b. al—'Adim: i
: (Damascus 1951)



1.

2.

3.

4.
5e
6.

T.

9.

10.

11.
12.
13.

46

II - English

Arabic Poetry by A.J.Arbetry (Cambridge 1965)

Arabic Literature an Introduction by A.R.Gibb (London 1926)

A Literary History of the Arabs by R.A.Nicholson (Cambridge 1953)
A literary History of Persia by E.G.Browne (Cambridge 1929)

A History of Arabic Literature by C.Huart (London 1903)

A.History of Egypt in the Middle Ages by Iant Poole Stanley
(London 1924) -

1—Fakhr1 by Ibn Tabataba, Translated from the Arabic by
C.E.Whitting (London 1947)

Arabic Foetry by A.J.Arberry (Cambridge 1965)
Hamlet by William Shakespeare (1604)

Ibn Khallikan s Biographical Dictionary translated from the
Arabic by Baron MacGuckin de Slane (Oriental Translation
Fund 1842-71)

Specimens of Arabian Poetry by J.D.Carlyle (London 1810)
The Arab Ph. Hitti (Beirut 1958)

The Renaissance of Islam by A. Mez, Translated from German
by Kh, Bakhsh (Patna 1937)



1.
2.
3.
4,
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I11 - Philology

Al-Qamus al-Muhit by al-Fayruz Abadi (1330 A.H.)
Al-Mukhaggas by Ibn Sidah (Bgypt 1316 A.H.)
Arabic-English lexicon by BE.W.Lane (London 1863-93)

Blias' Modern Dictionary Arabic-English by E.A.Elias
. (Cairo 1950)

Elias' Modern Dictionary English-Arabic by E.A.Elias
(Cairo 1951)

Lisan al~'Arab by Ibn Manzur (Beirut 1955-56)

Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic by Hans Wehr
. Edited by J.M.Cowan (Wiesbaden 1961)

Taj al-fArus by al-Zabidi (Egypt 1306 A.H.)



1.
2.
3.
4.

5."3

T

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

48

IV - Manuscripts

'BERLIN - Depot der Staatsbibliothek Copy No. 7650

CAIRO -~ Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyyah Copy No. 123 Adab
DAMASCUS - Dar al-Kutub al-Zzhiriyyah Copy No. p\
DUBLIN — The Chester Beatty Library Copy No. 4838

EL ESCORIAL -~ Real BiBlioteca de San lLorenzo de El
Escorial Copy No. 383.L.

HYDARABAD — Hydarabad State Library Copy No. 110

ISTANBUL - Koprulu Copy No. 1248

LEIDEN - Biblitheek der Rijksuniversiteit Copy No. 2040

LONDON - The British Museum Copy No. 1049

MADINAH - Sheikh al-Tslam (fArif Hikmat) Library Copy No. 132 :
PARIS -~ Bibliotheque Nationale Copy No. 5056 '
VATICAN - Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana Copy No. 1109
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