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INTRODUCTION .
That the Benedictine Abbey of Winchcombe -has

received much less attention from historians than its

‘early foundatioﬁ.‘size and importanoe would demand may

be due, in part at least, to the almost complete oﬁiiter—
ation of every trace of the buildings. Where ruins.

‘exist they cxzoite some interest and, sooner or later,

scomeone takes in hand a serious and careful account of.

the past history of those relics; but the incentive has

»been'wahting at Winchcombe. It is not too much to say .

that in ne other case has an Abbey of 1iké size so utter—

_ly disappeared from sighte.

Hl‘bherto. the fullest history has beern’ that by Dr.

' Rose Graham, in the ‘Victoria County History, VOlume IT,

Gloucestershire. It is detailed and very accurate
which, with the exnept;on of the valuable materia;zinr
cluded in the account of the Aﬁbe&fin Dugdale's.
'"Monasticon,' is more than can be said for most of the.
other histories. These are, for the most part.'locakn

products of the Victorian era and ooloured by the pre—

'audices of the authors. Thﬁ fullest account in this

class is-the +Annals of Winchcombe' by NMrs B« Dent,
which, however, contains many errors and betrays an
entire lack of understanding of, and sympaﬁhy with.

the monks and their vocation. The brief history ofy



the Abbots contained in fhe Landboc, Vol. II, is marred
by mary mistakes in the dating and by the absence of
references for-many'statements.

The recovery of the long. lost 'Landboc, sive
Registrum Monasterii de Winchelcumba® and its restora-
tion to Dord Sherborne, whose ancestors acquired it with
Sherborne House, made possible its publication by the
Reverend David Royce in 1903. Thus, a most valuable
source of information conéerninglthe domestic and dbusi-
ness activities of the monks of Winchoombe was brought:
within the reach of historiams.

The 6rigina1 MSS are bound up in two volumes, of
which the second is the thicker. They are alike in
size (7 ins. by 10 ins.) with oak 1ids, bevelled at the
edges and covered with vellum. Volume I contains 135
leaves, 3 inserted slips, and 276 pages. The eagfiest
- penmanship is of the thirteenth century. 'mhe f£irst
pages contain a liet of the Anglo-8axon and Normen kings,
- two Indexes and some grants; after these, theumandboc'
proper begins. ' -

Volume}II, was, as is stated at the beginning of"
the book, compiled ﬁnder the direction of Abbot John
Gheltenhém, C. A.ﬁ. 1422. His election records aretin—
cluded in the fﬁrst éntries. Afterwards, other docu-
ments were added,. bringing the reoords up to 1464. 1)
T Landboc, T, X1V = Xiix. »




There is no sort of chronological sequence gbout the
| ordering of the matefial. éo ﬁhat the student-is com-
pelled to search very carefully through both boocks to
£ind all the informaﬁion relating to any one particular
peri&d. Moreover, a great many of the documents are
undated and the aﬁpréximate date can onXy be ascertained
by comparing the names ¢f persons appearing in the text
of the documents or as witmesses to them with other
documents of known date; a Bask not made eagy by reason
of the limited number of surnames in use. (1)

The Landboc is the main surviving work executed with-
_in the Abbey, but there are others of inferior historical
inportance - atill extant. (2) |

The most interesting of all, the History of -the
Abbey, compiled by Abbot Rickard Kidderminster, n488~1525,
* perished in the Great Fire of Iondon, 1666. This Abbot
was a keen student, and he attempted to bring;or&er.to
the deplorably torn and mutilated records and to compiiez.;
an account of his house. He found his task much hampéred~
by reason of the loss of the earliest records in the
great monastic fxre of 1151, and confessed that ‘he was

)

l

o

(}) Iany of the Landboc documents have boen dated by
the Editor, but in several cases he has f£allen jnto
error. Ny copy was, fortunately, formeriy in the
possegsion of the late Dr. R. Diane-Poole, of Oxford,
and his mapginal notes and corrections have proved |

_ invaluable.

(2) The 'ANNAIES Dn,WINGHCOMBE'in the British Museum,

' cbttonian, Tiberiua E. IV., and the xaen century
. . S

e




very undertain regarding events prior to. that calamﬂfy..
Nevertheless, he succeeded in writing up five booksi-
. I, concérning first fruits; II, Papal and Episcopal X
| Privileges and Instruments relating to pensions and
tithes; III, Royal Charters and Privileges; IV, a
collection of documents connected with possessions and
acquisitions of all house property; V.oa series of "
brief 'lives' of the Abbots. Fortunately, before these
works were destroyed, Dugdale was able to read them, and
he incorporated some of the material in his 'Menasticon.' (1)
Much valuable material has been found in the early
contemporary histories and chromicles,. chiefly threncg
of Worcester, William of Malmesgbury, the Anglo-{axon
Chronicle and Symeon of Durham. During the later periods,
. the Calendars oﬂ'thebPatent. Close and Charter Rofls were
of great»aesisfance. also the'leendar of Papsal Eetters;
For the period preceding, and at the Dissolution, the Iet-
ters and Papers of Henry VIII were ﬁnvé&uable and consider-
able use is made of them. \ | | l
The Episcopal Registers of the Bishops of Worcester
are frequently referred to, mpét@y in thoge cases where
theg:have been pubgished;f G:eéter'use would Bave been
mads of others still awaiting publication, if 1% had been
at all possible to gain access to ‘them during the war.
Treviary in the 1ibrary 0f Velonciennos. C.f. DOM. KLOWIES,

AMonastic Order', n,539
£1)  ¥. €. He pu71, end Tendbod, II, xivii




This‘was not possible as those valuable documents have

been placed for safety in the Crypt of the Cathedral and

it was ndt permissible to remove them from the safes there.
The account of the excavations carried out on the

site of the Abbey has been included in an Appendix.



CHAPTER: ONE.

The Kingdom of Mércia reached the zenith of its
power under Offa, a dominance that it retained under Ken~
vlf, who ascended the throne in 794, after Qffa's son
Egbertﬁs short reign of five months, The Chronicler's
estimate of Kenulf‘é character as "religlous at home and
victorious in war" (1) is attested by the defeatr that he
inflicted upon Eadbert, surnamed Pren, of Kent, whom he
brought captive to llercia in 796, (2) and by the Abbey
of Winchcombe which he commenced to build in 798. (3)

While this new foundation was designed for monks,
it wouid appear that there was, or hadvbeén, a house of
nuns in the town, as King Cffa is "said" to have built
a nunnery there fn the year 787. (4) If this was the
.case, it may have continued in being with the new monas~ -
tery. This possibility receives some support from the
_ fact that Quendryth, daughter of Kenulf, is styled |
r+Abbess of Winchcombe,' in as late as_825 and that.AbbéES*
Aelflaed is named as her successor.'GB) Against this
stands Qaendryth's appointment as Abbess of Sou&hminstef,
“Wm. Nalmesbury, Vol.l, 130.

£2 Flor. Wores 48.

3 Wm. Malmesb s ‘Vol.TI,. IBO;HLandboc, T.174 Dugdale,II.50
4 Dugdale, II, 00.
£5 Landboc, II, xiii; Trans. XXXIX, 25




in 8203 in which year‘ehs‘was-eﬂgaged ipyliﬁigatign-
with Wﬁifred, Archdishop of Canterbury. (1) Possibly
Quendryth held both nunneries or, on the other hand, she
may have inherited the Winchcombe house atﬁher.fatherfs
death in 821. §Such a legacy would mnot have been unusual,
since, inAthosé times and for long afterwards, religious
‘Poundations were regardéﬁ as the personal property of
their founders. | l

Cn the 9th November 811 A.D. &ulfrid, Archbishop of
Canterbury, assisted by twelve other fbisl:;ops. dedicated
the Abbey.. Amid the great concoufselwere two visiting
sovereigns, Sired of East Anglia and .Quthred of Kent,
and ten ealdormen. (2) “as a gesture of royal
clemency, Pren of Ken%, who had remained a captﬁve, was
set am liberty. (3) »

The royal foundation provided for a community of
three hundred monksg@&owere to maintain the Abbey out of
revenues derived from the ‘following lands:- |

6 hides in Alne,«Warwickshire

7 Bledington

2 " " Charlton Abbots
N " Chesterton, Oxon. .
3% " "  Admington -

2 " " Snowshill

24, =" " Enstone, Oxon

10- ":- " Honeyborne
-3 v " Sherborne

'sig Trans. XAKIX, 17

£2 Landboc Vbl.II. P 1?; im. Malmesbury,p.l}l,
Dugdale, Non.IIl. pe«301

(3) Vm. Malmesbuny, P.131




3 hides 1n Stanton
B Twining
2% " " Alderton
1 " - % Prampton
" " Hidcote

3% " " Wenric (Windrush) (1)

-If the hidé'be taken at the generous estimate of 120 acres,
the total would bg about 13, 080 acres. Judged by monas- .
- ti¢c standards of i;fer times, this total area does not
appear over lavish for such a great community. Moree
over it is doubtful if the Abbey did receive all these
grants at first, for Abbot Kiddorminster confesses him-
self-unéble to ascertain the exact possessions at this
date owing to the decay of the monastic records and the
loss of many of them in the great £iré during the reign
'of Stephen. (2) ' |

Ho was uncertain about how the three hnndred.monks
managed to majntain themselves, and Qonciuded that ”they
dcould live then on what seems- incredible now; nod more
| than forby wouid be clerics and the rest recluses or
such as by trade and handiwork could forecast against a
lack of sustenance"(i) . e

That there were ever as many as three hundred monks -
'may-be doubted. The reoruitment oﬂ{so large a?eomgunity,-
even-when the eminence and inflnenqe of the EOya&»fdunder
is taken into account, would take”ﬁime;-'Moreover the .
time when monastic Eife in Mercia_was to—break down en-
: '&; Dugda:le. Mon. II. e 502, .c.ﬂ, Glosa %i:"‘n—."ﬁ. 66 .

G) Dusdate, Th, 302~




o s
~ tirely was not far distant, so_that subseénént incregses
. were scaféely ﬁd be.egpectéd; ﬁe muét énﬁiéage, in. this
‘first foundation at Winchcombe, a community that 4n-
cluded many who, by their’p:evious secular experience,
were well fitted to make the most of their endowmegts°
and, as was then customary, do most of their own domestic
work ﬁhemselves. Even under these circumstances only a
oommuﬁity of many iess than three hundred would hawve féuﬁd
the endowments adequatie for their maintenance. |
On the day of the dedication of the Abbey, King Ken-
ulf granted a foundation Charter to the monks. In it he
recounts the event and the names of the principal guests
and sﬁatesithat geﬂerous gifts were given to the great
men, priests and monks. He alsd decreed that the Abbey
should grant the benefit of.'sanctuary* to any person
"who has forféited his xife, or is guiity of any.oﬁhér_
crime open or secret." | ,
| This Charter was signed by the three kings, the
Archbiphop.ahd the tweIVe.ﬁishops and eleven ealdormen.(l) |
Apparenﬁly in the same year;\though it is undated,
Pope Leo granted a Privilege declaring the monastery _
"where Kenulf shall be buried" free from secular service.(2)
Another Papal privilege is recorded as having?been received
(1) 8. Cotton, Tib. E. iv, foIT;iBb.; 7ﬁﬁéaaley'li} 301;

- Landboc, I. 18.
(2) Iandboc, I. 21~22




*fid‘ :

]
from Pope Paschal in 818, which confirmed, without going
into details, axl Kénulf's monasteries and possessions. (l)

Both of these Papal Privileges are mentioned in the
Foundation Charter, though the latter Privilege was not
granted until seven years later. Moreover.‘that Pontif
did not begin to reign until 817; so that his existence,
as such, was unknown to at least one of those who was
included among the witnesses to the Foundation Charter,
viz. Adulf, Bishop of Lichfield, who ceased to hold of-
fice and probably died in 816. | |
That the Foundation Charter and the Privilege of

Pope Paschal have been declared to be fergeries will ocme
as no sarfriée. (2) Many of these early charters are,
in some degree at least, suspect. The ravages of time
and the perils of theft and fire destroyed many ancient
end valuable documents upon’which the monks Were-wontjto
rely for the defence of their property'and rights against
the,claima of'kings.*ecclee;ast&cs and laymen.. JThese |
grave losses were made good in some oases-by ﬁhe ingenuity
of scribes, who, working from what was remembered or
saved of the originals, produced serviceable documents.
| '(ig ~Landbot, 22-23 | —

(2) Trans. XXXIX, 13, Where Haddan & Stubbs. Councils

and Beclesiastical) Documents, iif, 572, is quoted,
re Fpundation .Charter "is beyond doubt, in its

X

- present forn at least, a forgery." “The confirma— “e
“tory Frivilege .., is no more worthy ofweredence N

;'jtham the Qharter‘

'
1
P



though-often.marred by- errors and anachronisns.

In 821, King Kenulf died, (1) and was buried in
Winchcombe Abbey, &n accordance with his wishs (2) _
After his death no mcre is hoard of the Abbey: for about
a ceﬁtury and aAhaIf. a dark perliod generally in monastic
- history. (3)

Once only, is there found mention of an 'Abbot of
Winchcombe.' In 851, Iivingus, with that style, wit-
nessed a Charter of Bertulf,lxing of Mercia, granted to
Croyland Abbeys This Charter, too, has been held as
spurious. (4) ©Even if it is valid, the title 'Abbot!
is not conclusive evidence that there ﬁere‘gonks at Winch-
combe at that date, or indeed that Livingus was either
a monastic superior at all or even a-cleric, so uncertaih
were the times and the uses of such titles. (5)

:

A product of this same 'dark agek' waa-theuaégendanyA;J

EQ V. C. H. 66

2) Plor. Worc. 49,; Wnm. Maimeabury, 131 Anglo~$axon
Chronicle, 345, All three agree ‘in dating Kenulf's
death in 819. but be signed a'Charter in BZO.JTransw
m 140 ! .

(3; Ve 0- H., 66. cef. KI)OWleS' MaOs 24 £Lfo ;
Cartularium Saxonicum, Birch. No. 461, Vol.II 543

c.f Landboo, ILs; =vi.

(5) "as for the words 'abdbot! ahd *monastery! ﬁhey ‘had

’ already had such a strange history both in:England
and western Burope in general for more than two cen-
turies that it is unsafe 1o duild any argument upon
ﬁﬁgm ggr the- existence of mondstic llfe." Enowies,



0
prince who was destined to ba elevated by popular cre-
dence and devotion to ﬁhe svatus of a martyr and loocal
saint and bo become co-Patron, with the Blesgsed Virgin
Mary, of the Abbey, wherein a shrine was laber erected
over the place where he was supposed to be buried to

whieh pilgrims flqckeg in great numbers.and where mirae
cles were performed. (1)

This was Kenelm, assumed to be the son 5f Kenulf,
but concerning whose existence the Angio-Saxon Chronicle
has mothing to reecord, either before or at the timé of
King Renulf's death. In charters granted between the
~ years 803 and 811, a 'Kenelm,* styled *princeps' or 'dux,’'
is found among the magnates and witnesses; “but after
the latter date all mention 6£ him ceasese. I% wop;d
appear, therefore, that he died 4n or about ﬂli. ten
years before Kenulf, and that at the time of his death
he must have been a young man of some twenty-four years
of age, as he can hardly have been.employed aé a respon-.
sible witness to important documents &n 803 ﬁdlessfhe\héd‘
then attained an age not less than somewhere about sixteen
yeams at -least. (2) As we have no writings still ex-
tant ooncerning him for the next three ‘hundred years, 1t

1) “mhere is | har&ly any place in. England.more venerated.
¥§e g;ea umbexs of erso%g attend at
ei ¥ e

%rlg%ag uen% gxﬁgggén%gd

(2) Brans.aﬁ§§?x, léﬁm. Malmesbury, v

\

-



is. not posaible to trace the origin and growth of the '
legend that embellished ‘his mame. The decldimne in 1earn--
ing and the invasions and ravages of the Danes and Normans
did 1ittle to preserve sober local history. In the ab-
sence of restraint imposed by written recdrds, rumour |
waxed, wuntil Florence of Wo?cester, wuriting in the eieventh :
century or early twelfth, knows ondy that Kenelm was mur-
dered at the instigation of his ambitious sister Quendryth
at the tender age of seven, five months after he had as-
cended the throne of his father. The secret crime was
revealed by a celestial column of light marking the thern
tree within a deep wood, bemneath which he lay. From his
severed head there had flown a white dove. (1) °

Williém of»MaImesbury,’a few years later than
Florence of VWorcester, knows éven more. He tells of a
white dove that dropped a perchment upon the Altar of St.
Yeter's, Rome:- An_Englishman,'providentia&ly présenb-a&
the time, made known to the perplexéd~Romans how Kenelm
had been alain and buried in a woode A Allétter, sent
from Rome, informed the English kings; whereupon tﬁe
body was recovered and conveyed to Winchcombe for burial.

llore and more was subseqﬁently<added, until Richard

of Cirencester had a most fiorid"account to excite popu-
lar piety in the fburteenth centurywtz) '

} g FIoF. Worce 49 : : —
2) Trans. XXXIX; 30
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It may be that during his’twenty6£0nr or so years
of iifé thé young prln;e (for.he never Becémevking) was
well known for his saintly character; and in those days
it did not require a great degree of holiress to gain
a'reputaﬂion for sanctity! Posterity then supplied the
one distinction necessary to set the seal of sahctifica—'
tion on him, martyrdom; so that, in an uncritical and
eredulous age, Winchcombe Abbey reoeived the benefits
that fell to it by reason of its possession of such re-
lics. A coffin containing the remains of a person
of short stature lay by the side of that of King Kenulf
for centuries bemeath the Sanctuary of the Abdbbey, until,
in 1815, they were brought to light and the stone cof-
£ins, emptied of their roysd Telics, were placed 4n the
Parish Church of St Peter at Winchoombe. (1)

Kenelm's sister, the Abbess of Winchcombe and South-
ningter, who lived with her nuns-for many years after
the supposed murdeyr, came 1gto the legend béecause she _
was known to be the daughter of Kihg»Kenulf and, possibly,
‘there was some confusion between her name and that of
King foaﬁs well—ﬁated wife. Certainly Qpendrythfs sub-
sequent career does not stand consistent with guild of

. murder or of having aspired to possession of the throne,
even if d woman was permitted to bear the office.

a-; - Trans. XXXV2'57
2 Trans. XXXIX, 59
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CHAPTER TWO.

The reign of Kénuif gave to the Abbey ten settled
years during which it could develop; but after his death
the power and influence of lercia 'declined, suffering
speedy éclipse by the rising power ¢Of Wessex. The loss
of Keht. Sussex‘and Essex was soon followed by an inva-
sion of Mercia and the'acceptance of Bgbert of Wessex as
overlord. ‘These disast?rs,aﬁd the quick succession of
tﬁe Mercian kings eould have been of little assistance
to the monks at that time when they stood moét in need‘

v of eﬁcoﬁragemenﬁ and stability. Kenulf had given them
hig favour. That his successors had the means, pppor-—

f tunity, or inclinat&oﬁ islby.no means certain.

? | A faotor of even greater importance is that the gen-

I  eoral attitude towards the regular religious life was rapid-

1§ undergoing. a change. In the prévious two centuries,

monastic houses had been established in Mercia in great
nunbers. These and houses elsewhere paid the greatest
reverence to the Rule of St. Benedict, yet did not hesi- -
tate ta modify it.£tee1y in favour of purely local usages.
The changed attitude without the monasteries and the free
interpretatibn within,-pévéd tﬁé wdy{fob‘an universal:
bréé&ﬂownxof tﬁe'Beﬁedictipe system, and everywhere secu-

' larization of the houses went on apace; clerical. estab-

7




lishments taking the place of: the ordered monks. (1)
This genefal collapse of the monastio'lifé was.dié-
tinctly accelerated by the increasing ratds which the
pagan Danes Eegan to make, even before the Abbey ﬁad been
founded. In the far north Iindisfarne and Jarrow had
been sacked for the first time in 795—4.“By 870 there

were no monasteries in existence morth of the Humber,

while, between 830 and 880, all the monasteries of Wessex

and south Mercia either had become extinct during the wars

or had become houses where a number of priésts or clerics
lived together without any full regular life. (2)

We have no information théb either the town of
Wlinchcombe or its Abbey suffered direct hnit from the '

-Danes, 'though they were encamped within no great distance

for over é year, moving from Chippenham %o Cirencestier in
879. {(3) 'The prblqnged proximity of such foes and the
consequent threat to communications and the settled 1ife
would make for isolation and deny to scattered communities
that mutual encouragement and support-so sdrely needed.
Under these conditiom it is not surprising that each be-
oamé a law unte itself, and that, if it had not already

(I3 TDomb. D. Fnowles; "iionastic Order,” .23,  "...im

north and south alike, the tendency, common in every

country and century in the " Middle: Ages, for the
monastic life to .}oder ite regular character, and
for houses ¢o become -merely clerical establishments
or to £atl wholly under lay control, was making 4t~
Belf felt more and more strongly., . :
(2§ Dom. D« Knowles, Monastic Order, p. 24.

Flor. Torec. p, 72. »

A
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%akén place, Winchcombe should now abandon its Benedict-
ine charactef for an elasticity ﬁdre adapted to those
tioubled,and disheartening times. Where greater and
longer established houses had succumbed to’ circumstances,
it is too much to expect that Winchcombe could persist.
In the face‘of overwhelming difficulties the monks gave
up their original manner of life and allowed their housé
to pass into the possession of secular clerké.

After the autumnal blight had carried off the monas-
teries, the long winter set in, that dreary period marked
by the low levels to which clerical learning senke In
their day the monasteries had ensured a standard of-edu—
cation, but with their passing went their learning, save
perhaps where some children were taught in a few of the
clerical establishments. It was King Alfred's lament
that he could not find a priest south of the Thames capa-
ble of translating the Mass into the language df thé peopzé{:
He did his best to remedy the prevailing ignorance by ap-
pointing efficient bishops, but when'he sought.to restore
the mOnasticAsystem at a new foundation at Athelney it -
failed to develop and probabiy'ceased altogether after
its founder's death. |

If nothing nonastic would grow here in England as
yobt, the seedbeds, from whence was to come the new life

for the springtime of Edgar's reign, had been well ére—




pared in .the Empire of Gharlemagne. tIn 910. the great
Abbey of Oluny was fmmded wherein the stric'b Rule of St.
Benediet was obsgerved. The ancient and celebrated_monas-'
 tery at Fleury ceme within the control of Cluny in 930,
and "was destined %o have groat infiuence upon-England,
at firét by attracting individuals from across the Chan-

nel, and later by supplying a model for onevof the centres
of the revival.”" (1) .

‘From Winchcombe, in the handé of its secular clerks,
it éeems a far cry to Fleury with its strict Benedictine
Rule, yet Fleury was destined to supply the man that was
to bring egain the mbnastiC-Brder.

The revivgl of the monastic life in England was dﬂe
‘more to the effords and influence of Ot. Dunstan than of
any other marie His early education was received from
the secular clerks at Glastonbury, close to where he was
born' in abont'909a Puring his later 1life at theiroyal
court he came into contact with, and under the influence
of, visiting foreignvmonks. His opportunity to revive
the monastic order in its entirety came when hé Wwas made
Abbot of Glastonbury in 943-4. From this date the
restoration wept forward, though interrupted for two years
by Dunstan's banishment by King Edwy; Bbwever-he spent
-the time in observing the comduct of the reformed house

(1) Dom. D. Knoﬁ'tes, Monastic Order, Dv 29.




of Blandindum. |
His reééil-by King Edgar in 957 was soon followed
by bis consecration as Bishop of Worcester, which See he
left for Canterbury in 959. |
' on his advice. Worcester was given to his friemd
Oswald, lately retnrned from five years spent at Fleury.
While there Oswald had come to value the character of
one of the monks, Germanus of Wiﬁchester; whom he recail-
ed fromlFléury soon after his own appointment to
Worcester in 961. Oswald sent Germamus with twelve
others and some boys to found a monastery at Westbury-on-
2rym, which became the Merelan centre of Benedictine
revival. (1) ©Prom this new foundation sprang Ramsey in
971 (2) of which Germanus was prior. h
Ramsey became a flourishing and model house, at once
providing an example for others and a weritable storehouse
-from which Oswald drew, men as feqnired. His enthusiasm
may be estimated from the number of new communitiss that
he settled withim a Few years&-_Deerhurst c. 970 (3)
- Wincheombe c. 972 (4); Pershore c. 972 (5);
D) Ti5t. Tamosoion 43, V. O. H. VOL. 2, p.3. Xnowlps,.

Mbnast%g Order, p. 5%, dates. foundation of Westbury

as . C. 20
969 in Gambridge Medieval History Vol. 3. P 375.
.&IOWIGS’ e 0:-.9710.

Knowles, Mongstic Order, 52. - \‘

- 4bid, 51, and also his 'Religious Houses of Medieval
England' p,67; in both of which he dates Winchcombe
972, but see V. C. H. ¥0l. 2, pp. 3 and 66 ‘where
969, as also in-the 1ist of Ebbots xn same.

(5). Khowles, quast;c Order, 51, Wnth ex-

£\
Nt N’

GlastaﬁbumyAbbot{
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Worcester 974 (1); Bvesham c. 975 (2).

S8trong support was forthcoming from King Edgar, whb
urged:. Dunstan end Oswald in 969 to turn opt thé secular
olerks in Mercia and put monks into their placess At . °
Worcester Oswald gave them the option of leaving or of
making their professioﬁsjas~moﬁks, which some ‘elected to
do and remained there under the direction of Winsige who
had been sent to Ramsey for some training.(3)

[tuch the same procedure was followed at VWinchcombe
where the strict observance of the Benedictine Rulo was
egtablished on the same lines as at Fleury under its new
Abboti, Germanus. (%) If the importance ofﬂVinchcombe
can be gauged by thé status and experience of its head,
Oswald must have ‘ranked it high among the monasteries.
It is posg;ble, too, that, considering the earlyxrestora—
tion, thevpoésessions were still adequate or that. there
was every prospect of an easy recovery of whatever had-
been alienated duripg the.cleikS';long;tenure; (553-

In 975, the monks lost their main stay, for King
Edgar died., His passing end the disputed succession

(1) Knovles, Monastlc Order, 51,w1th ex—Glastonbury Abbot.‘

gag ibid, p. 52. alsgo under ex-Glastonbury Abbo
3} ibid, ps 51, dbut says "whei.e monks were gradually
introduced." - The same.view ‘held in Cambridge .

Vedieval History, Vol. 3. 375, "Oswald brought monks....

to his Cathédral-Church of Worcester, establishing -

ther in his 'familia' -side by side'with the clerics
whose life -interests he respected."”

£4) V. C. HoVol. 2. p. 66. cites 72,4 73, Hist. Ch.

. York, 1, 3. B ' '

-(5) Landboc, II.. xv.A-'...w1thvthe King's authorlty the

L .Blshop recovered any land lost to: the. monastery." ’
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gave the Mercian nobility bhe opportunity to express

their long felt sympathy with the dieposeessed sedulérs,

many of whom had been recrulted from the ranks of those

nobieihouées, and, not infrequently being married, had

passed both offices and possessions on to their sons.

Moreover the 2ay -lords had come to regard the grahts of

large estates to the monks with considerable jealousy

as all ‘hope of acquiring the lands was denied tbuthen.

Thia sympathy flared up into action under the

leadership of Aelfhere, ﬁhom'Edgar*had'set up over the

Severn areae. In a short time the monks were expelled

from several houses (1), including Winchcombe, and the -

seculars, with their wives (2) were reinsbated. Germanus

returned to Ramsey with his monks. (3)

- On the death of Aelfhere, 983, the persecution

ceased, so that the menks were able to reburn, presum-

ably after turning the seculars out once mores and,

slowly oonsolidating'their position, raised the Abbey

to foremost rank by the time of Edward the Confessor. (4)

After the return of the monks nothing further is known

‘concerning the Abbey for about sixty-one years, unti;,'

[€3;
(2)
(3)

(4)

Tlor. vorc. $75. p. 105. Knowles WM. O. 53, Biveo
Deerhurst and Pershore; QCambridge Medicval
History IIT, p. 378, gives Evesham.

“Plor. Worc. 975 p. 106 "introduced clerks with thoir

wives" but this may bPe a monkish slander arising
from prejudice. : )

v. 0_0 .H. 66. KQOWIGS. Mo 00 530 Landboc II.XVi.
"..0swald brought him (Germdnus) back to Ramsey
(from Fleury, whither he had fled) where he died."
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' .
in 1044, Godwxﬁe or Baswine is found as Abbot. (1)
Those whom he ruled were probably few in number, if we
" may take the Abbeys of Evesham and Worcester as being at
all typical of conditions prevailing in this district
during the middle of the eleventh century. (2) Godwine
died in 1053, whereupon Ealdred, Bishop of Vorcester,
. held the Abbey in his hands. (3) He, like Stigand of
jCanterbuny, was a gross pluralist, for in addition to
the bishopric of Wdrcester he held York as it had been
keld before him with Worcester, and administered Hereford
and Ramsbury as well.

Thatever were the reasons for the episcopal tenure
it did not last longer than July 17th in the following
year,when Godric, a chaplain of King E&ward the Gonfessor,
was made Abbob. (4) Thié position he may have owed to
Goda, the King's sister, who owned lands at Horsley in -
the County, (5) while her sorn held the manors of'Suﬂeigy
end Toddington, adjacent to Winchcombe , (6). or to~ﬁhe}
influence of Harold within whose Earldom Winchcombe lay.

Set ﬁhén, a8 Godric was, in the heart of Saxon
England and probably owing his elevation to that court
in which"he had served, it was not to be expected/thaf.

(1) Landboc 1T, xvi, Cites, in Tootuole, Barle’s Land
Charters p. 242. Dugdale, lfen. II. 302.

(2) Knowles, M. O« 75.

23 Plor. Worc. 10533 V. C. H. II. 66

4) Flor. Worc. 1054 . \

25 8. Paylor, "Domesday Survey of Glos.” 276

6) ibid, 240




his sympathies would be with Willlam the Conqueror in
1066 or afterwards. v

Unlike most. of the other Abbofs. who were either
more discreet or set in less sbspicious‘surroﬁndings;
Godric did not long retain his 6f£ice, FOr-by_some ﬁeans.
now unknown, he came under the notice of King William
and was deposed along with five others(l). After his'
removal to prison at Gloucester in c. 1072 (2) he was
given into the cﬁstody of the English, but decidedly pro-
Norman, Aethelwig, Abbot of Evesham, who managed to re-
tain royal favour in this reign even as he had enjoyed
it under the Confessor (3). Aethelwig was very capable
and treated the Abbey of Winchcombé, which passed. into
his care, very fairly, "even as if it were Ris own" (4),
and continued to do so for.fhe three years dnring which
he held 4t. (5). It was probably dus to ‘his influence
that the Abbey did not suffer loss of property, though,
as Abbot Richapd Kidderminster records, "some write that
the Monastery resisted and rebelled agaﬁnst~tﬁe Conqueror,
to the loss of its possessions, but whether thege things
are true or not x do not dare to write, because 1 do not
. Ti) Knowles M. O‘ﬁTﬁ4, T0%n. .traces BixX doposed AbbDots;

. Abingdon, Croyland, Glastonbury. Malmesbury, New
Minster, Winchcombe. - '
Chron. Evesh. 90. Freeman, Normen Conguest, IV, 177
V. €. H. Glos. II 66f. Knowles, M. ©O. 76ff.

_ Atkyns, "Gloucestershire" p. 436.
V. €. H. Glos. II, 1list of Abbots, and above.
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£ind them in our ancient books." (1) Certainly as it , -
wil2 be seen below, the possessions before and after the
eonquést are very similar, despite the misfortunes of

the ‘last English Abbot to reign.

(1) Dugdale, Won. IT, 302, Trans. XL, p.6h, quoting
Freemen, Norman Conguest IV. 176
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CHAFTER: PHREE.

That the full:force of the Norman influence did mot
ét»once come to bear on the diocese of Vlorcester was due
to the continuing presencé there of two most influential
men Who retained, despite the fact that they were both
- Englishmen, the confidence and support of William. 'We
have already noted that the custody of the Abbey was en-
trusted to the Abbot of Evesham, but the entire diocese
was fortunate in that Wulfstan, a man of saiﬁtly,charac-
ter, had been appointed to de bishop in 1062 and that he
‘retained the see until 1096, |

Elsewhere in the land, monasticisq was beipg changed,
but these two.men ensured that English monasticism had
a worthy phase of splendour in the vale of the Severn..
This stability in the midst of universal reform was'hot
without its effect. When Aethelwig went to Bvesham he
found there only twelve monks, but when he ddied in 1077
the number had risen to-ovér thirty, while the property

of the house had increased. {1) /The benevolent rule
of such a capable administrator could not hawe impovém—
‘ished Winchcombe nor retarded the spiritusl 1ife of its
monkss 0f the spiritual vigour and missionary zeal of
Knowles, W. 0., 126 ’
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at least one inmate of Winchbombe évidence was's6on
forthcoming. While other houses were undergoing the
pains of transition, Winchcombe and Eveshanm, knowing lit-
tle of these disturbances, were out of their settled state
able to carry the monastic life elsewhere. ‘

In 1073-4, there started from Evesham a mission
that was to have far reaching results. (1) ' It consisted
of "but three men, chiefhpf whom was Aldwin, the prior |
of Winchcombe. His companions were Aelwig, monk and
deacon of Evesham, and Reinfrid who had gone to Eveshan
to become a monk after life as a knight during which he
héd seen the desolation of the northepn housges. These
men, making their way on foot and leading an ass bearing
the sacfed ves§e1s gnd»vestments'and a few books, came
first to Newcastle, but finding there no trace of the
ancient monastery, moved on to Jarrow. Here, with the
approval of Bishop Walcher, they decided to settle amid
‘the roofless walls of Benet Biscop's foundation. A
simple roof was thrown over the church and a rude hut.
built in which to live. (2) |

Aldwin was well fitted to become instructor to the
many recruits that joined them, chiefly from the SOuth,

for he was "patient in adversity, modest in prosperity,

(1) ERnowles, M.O. p. 167 gives this date. TFor an account
2f the §bqve see Symeonis Dunelmensis Opera, ed.T. Arnold
R.8.75) - ' ,

(2) sym. Dun. i. 110 ;



acuté‘and.providenx.‘weighty in wbrd and deed, always
yearning toWards'haavenly things, and taking thither
such as would follow him." (1)

After taking advantage of Earl Ualdef's gift of
land'for;a monastery at Tynemouth, Aldwin Journeyed on
to the neglected foundation at Melrose. However,
discouraged by'the attitude of King Malcolm, and movéd,
by the repeated supplications and pressure o£ Bishop
Walcher, he came back and commenced to settle monks at
Wearmouth on property given by the bishop (2) aboﬁx
1076-8. (3)

In 1083 the next Bishop of Durham, William of Saint-
Calais, was able to refound his cathedral as a monasterm;
.and from Jarpow and Wearmouth né drew the necessary
twenty-three monks. On May 31lst in the same year he made
Aldwin prior of Durham. Thus for almost the four years
that remained of his life Aldwin provided a link between
Winchcombe Abbey in the then fer south and the great cathedral
priory of Durham in the north. (&) '

Meanwhile, at. Winchcombe, a Norman Abbot Galandua, had
%%i Sym. Dun. 1. 110

iviad i, 124; ii. 260-1.
- Knowles, M.O. 168, gives this date as being probable.
4) ivid. 170



.-been set to rule in 1C75; Pﬁesumably after Aethélwig~had'
put the house into good order. He was efficient and sﬁc-
cessful,u§1} but his tenure appears to have been all too
short. After his death the Abbey passed once more into
.the care of the Abbot of Evesham. (2) Aethelwig himself
died in 1077 (3) leaving Winchcombe without a head. The |
deficiency was made good the seme 'year by the appoint-
ment of enother Normen, Ralph I, who held the Abbey until
1095. (4)
In his reign a tempest with lightning occurred,
15th October, 1091, during which the tower was struck and .
severely split; within the Abbey, a large beam was
splintered; from the crucifix the head was detéched and
a leg broken, and the figure of St. Mary cast doﬁn; A
procession with holy water, incense and the relics of
‘saints did much to ventilate the Abbez church and disperse
_the lingering fumes. Casting around in their minds fbr
a cause for this visitation, the monkish chroniclers had
no difficulty in ascribing it, and other disasters of
the times to the divine displeasure aroused by the mis-
" deeds of William'II. which mounted high in the outfaged
(1) V. C. H. Glos. IT. 66. Boe also 1ist of The Abbots.
(2) Chron. Abb. Evesham (R.S.) p. 90 "Deinde rex donavit
illam cuidam gbbati Galando nomine, ety €@, post
modicum tempus ex quo eam accepit defuncto, iterum
igti agbbati Ageluino committitur, qua loango tempore
postea uti propria dominabatur."

§3; Anglo-Sax. Chron. p. 456.
4 Y. Ce. H. as abpve.
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estimation of all éhurchmena (1)

lﬁowever, such damage was not beyond the capacity of _
the community to repaif. for it 4s- at this period that
we are first able to obtaiﬁ accurate details of their
quite adequate possessions. Hitherto, pasy reforences
to property havé been dependent upon +the opinion of
Abbot Richard Kidderminster, unsupported by documents
denied to him by loss in early fires.. In the Domesday
Survey, we have records compiled by, and for an independ-
ent authority, covering both the time whon it was made
and also recordipg conditions obtaining at the time when
King Edward the Confessor was "both alive and dead."

At the time of the Norman Conquest there were in
existence in England some thirty-five autonomous monas-
teries of black monks. ‘These monasteries were as a body
very wealthy, and their aggregate income has been calcu-
lated at £11,066, or almost a sixth of the total actual
revenue in England in 1086, (2) 1In the county of |

29

Gloucestershire the proporticn of land and wealth in Church

hands was even higher, for the religious houses held 936
of the 2611 hides at which the shire was rated, and the

(1) Flor. Ljorce 1041 )
Ume Malms, 77 0 ol T 2. Vol. 1I. 504~5
(2) FKnowles, ‘M. 0. 100. Dom. Knowles cstimates the
value of tho propéerty at £72, which would include
the extra-Gloucéstershire lands etc. This value
is compared with other houses, e.g. Evesham £129,
Coventry £157, Burton £38.

N/



JWhole value of the. property in the county belng abont.
£3%,100, their income\was £731. It is probable that

their share of the wealth would have been in closer pro-
poxrtion to their share of the totai hidage had they cul—“
tivated thedr lands in the same manner as did the day
owners. for eeclesiastical property bproduced an-average
income of only 15/8 a hide, as ageinot lQ/SHfrem~each
hideé in 1ay‘ownership.

Of the Church landowners in the county. tle Abbeys

of Gmoucester and Winchcombe were the largest. From

the Burvey it has been calculated that Winchcombe hﬁlﬂ

about 25.300 acres, or 78 hidos in the county, valued at

- £603 while in 1095 Gloucester held 47.000 acres, or

163% hides, valued at £155 12 0. (1)

A detailed examination of the Survey shows that
Winchcombe Abbey held property in the following places,
which is set out in Hgbular form for the sake of clarity:-~

. PLACE HIDES VALUES
| T. R. E.(2) T. R. W.(3)
Cow Honeybeurne 1C £6. 0 0 &8 0 O |
Hidcote Bartram 2 2 |
Admington 3% . &4 0 0 & 0 0

S. Taylor, "Dom. Bur. Glos." 98-99
(2) "Time of King BEdward"
6311 "DPime of King William," i.e. the Survey




PLAGE HIDES VALUES |

A i T..R. B.(1) T. R, W.(2)
Pwining = 3 €8 0,0, &7 0 0
Prempton (3) 1 822 0 0 £ 10, 0
Alderton 2% £.10 0, #£110 0
Naunton (3) 3% g2 0 0, 82 0 0
" Stanton 3 8 0 0 § 0 ©
~ Charltonr Abbots 2 € 90 0 € 0 0
Snowshill 7 &5 0 0 £ 0 0
Sherborne 30 €200 0 £140 0
Bledington 7 g4 0 0 & 0 O

Windryish | Bt « . . 88 0 o)

The last entry, . Windruah. changed hands between the time
of King Edward and the Survey. The Lord of the£Manorrin
the fiﬁst reign was Bolle, wholis noted as follaws, "Bolle
tenuit et Abbatde dedit." Zhere apbears to<have-hpen some
question regarding h@ssiegal right to dbestow fhe propexty
on the Abbey, but ceittainly from 1086 onwards the Abbey was
in pbssession. The extra-county property was as followsj
Alne, 6 hides; Enstone, 24 hides. Chesterton (Oxon). 1 hide.
Thus we arrive at a gross total hidage of l09 (5) walued in
%ii i of King Daward™

{2 "Pime of King illfam," i.e. the Burvey.
3) "-in-Winchcombe.

(4; S.Taylor. Dom. Sur. Glos. 232-262

(5 VQ§CQ E" GlOS. II- 66
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all, at-hetween £72 and £82. 1) 'Moteove: the territory
in'the-$b§éyfthaﬁdé did not vary more than half a-hide
between King Bdward's time end that of the Survey, end
Of*th15f15 hides were quit of geld payments. (2}

Mills drought in varying amounts. These were
established; one, at Charlton Abbots, worth 1/8; 4, at -
.Sherborne, worth €2; 1, at Bleddingten, worth 5/-; and
‘one, and a -half interest in another, at Windfush. worth
12/6+ (3) ‘
| The total male popuvlation recorded on the“Gloucesa
tershire Abbey manors is 250, excluding eleven anciXlae,
of these 1%4 are Villani;-BB, Bordarii, and 83 servi.
Fifteen burgesses in Winchcombe pertained to the Abbey{4)

{1y Knowles, . O. p. 100. V. C. H. Glos. 1L. 66
(2, Trans. k. 64 and 67. geld = g tax of 6/~ per

: hide imposed by the Conqueror X
%Z% 8. Paylor, Dom. Bur. Glos. 232 - 263

ibid. and page 13F




CHAPTER FOUR

After the death of the Abbot Ralph, Girmund succeed-
ed in 1095 and ruled for twenty-seven years. (1) He
showed himself not unmindful of the estates of the Abbey,
for c. 1115 he found that land at Twining had been held
for life by the late Richard, son of Boselin, twmnder the
terms of an irregular grant made without the consent of
the Chapter. Presumably Richard's heirs, his son-in-
law, wife, and $heir two sons, wore able to make out some
kind of claim for continuing the tenure, so0 it was deemed
expedient to buy them out. With the help of Theulf,
bishop of Worcester,-lll5 - 1125, an agreement was drawn
up under which they waived all_claims in comsideration
of a payment from the Abbey of thirty~five silver marks,
and this was ratified by@the very expressive gesture of
laying a small knife on the Altar.{(2)

In 122 Girmund died, (3) and was buried in the
Cloisters. Vhen in later years his tomdb was opened
under the direction of Abbot Richard Kiddeﬁminsﬁer, that

TI) ILandboec. IT. xvil, where he is called "monk o%f-
Gloucester.! V. €. H. 66 and list of Abbots.
(2) Landboc., I. 232. "et, per, cultellum, super Altare :
posuerunt signum pactionis hujus."
(3) ivid, II. xvii. He witnessed a Charter in 1113 -
- 11145 wvide, Historia Monasterii de Abingdon,
Vol. 11, 105 (R. 8.) 1858
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scholér_made some observations whidh throw interesting
2ight on the austere simplioity of mopastic life in the
twelfth century.:

" He writes that "we caused one or other of the afore-
said sépulchres (of Godfrey or Girmund) to be opehed;
for we were filled with a gréat desire to see in what
habiliments our ancient fathers had been 31aid to rest
in their graves. On exﬁmining the tomdb we saw that a
chalice of artificer's wood, according to the custom of
the monks, if I mistake not, had been buried with them.
Moreover for cowls they used cloth of a coarser and -less
costly kind than at present, yes,vof extgeme coarseness;
for buskins they had high boots after the monaétic
fashion. These and meny other things we could plainly
discern: even then, though they béd lain more than three .
hundred.years in ﬁhe earth. ?écm these and many other
signs I am decidedly of the opinion that monks at that
time in dress and food, and furthermore in character and
manner of -life ﬁere far-more'lowly;fmeek and self.
restrained than we are in this unhappy age; -.and came
much nearer to the pure and simple observance of our
Rule s 1aid down 4in its first institution by our founder,
Benedict, from which, alas, through the carelessness of

our prelates, we seem nowadays $o have fallen away and
/
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utterly departed." (1)

After the death of Girmund, Godfrey became the next
Abbot in 1122. (2) Probabl} he was amohg‘those who
received and assisted in enthroning Simon, the new Bishop’
of Worcester on June 21s% 1125; (3} Certainly he was
in Worcester next day, for the blessing of Benedict, the
Prior of Wbrcesﬁep. who had been first of all Prlor and.
_then Abbot of Tewkesbury. (4) The Abbey of Tewkesdbury,

" to which monks had come from Cranborne in the time of
Bishop Wulfstén, had been conaecrated but a little

while before, October 24th.'1121. Thus Winchcombe had
yet another illﬁstrious neighbour, and the Vale of the
Severn added one more to the many consecrated thex;ein.,-gs)

It is of interest to note that, in 1126, Winchcombe
firét-observed the festival of thé Conception of ﬁhe
Blessed Virgin Mary (0) thch'had been reintroduced .into .
England By Anselm, Abbot of Bury, 1121, and nephew of

(1) WM. 8. Tanner, 542-52;3 Bod. Lib. Landboc II,1vii
and Y¥viii.

(2) V. C. H. 66, and list of Abbots.  Iandboc II. xviii. -
"He had been Prior Venerandus of the house," but no )
reference is given. '

(3) Flor. Vorc. 1125, gome confusion is apparent in the

dating.

ibid.

Plor. Worc. 1121-

Liturgica Historica, Bdmund Bishop, Oxford ,1918, p.24

"first celebrated in the Abbey of Wlnchoombe in the -

year 1126,™ Vjinchcombe Annals, Cotton M.S. Tiberius,;

B.N. at 1126. "Ipso anno primum cepit celebrari

apud nos solemnitas concepcionis sancte Marie."

~N
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the Archbishop. Within a few years it gained wide re=-
cognition in the monasteries. Worcester pcééeded Winch-
combe in this respect by a year. (1) |
Bﬁ the middle of the century it was regularly observed V?

and had 1ts place in the Winchcombe Calendar.(2) |
Moreover, a Gonstitution was established, about the same
time, for the Solemn Mass to be sung by the Prior or his
deputy. with the assistance of ail the precentors, on the
day following that of St. Kenelm. After the service,
because "ths labourer is worthy of his hire," all who
had taken part were to receive a special refection in a
place appointed by the Prior. Ample fare was forthcoming
- from several'specified éources. The Abbot was expécted
%o provide the Chambers with one pint of wine; the Prior
a cimilar quantity and a full dish for those at his tabiei
the Sacrist a pint of wine and four geese as well, while
the Frecentor, -Refectorer, and Infirmarer each gave hailf
a pint of wine. If by chance the Festival came during a
Hast, then the Prior was to supply fish and the-Saérist

" to substitute eight other dishes for the four geese.(3)

i (1) Enowles M. 0. 511 £f.

o (2) Liturgica Historica, as abeve; "the .feast .ocours
: ' in the Winchcombe calendar of adbout the mid.lZﬁh
\ cent. in the same LN’ o
: (3) TLandboc I. 242~283. ' | R



7

Cg o ‘ Y

'L‘hie constitution and the elaborate se:evice that
18 envisaged owes, no doubt. much to the influence of o
Cluny, at this time setting the highest standard of
" 14iturgical worship and providing en exampie.and-inspira-
tion to other monasteries. 1Its bearing on Winchcombe
| was direct, for the next Adbbot came from Cluny in 1138;
having been blessed by Simon, bishop ‘of Worcester on
liay 22nd. He was a kinsman of King Stephen, and mhé' |
appointment may-indicate that the house ,when Abbot Godfreyn;'
‘dfed,was in a flourishing condition and regarded as a not ;.
ﬁnfitting sphere for one so well connected: (1) |
Abbot Robert's kinship could not have been altogether
rosponsible for the promotion; the decisive factorrwas>
~that he came from Cluny, and that Abbey was in high favour
with King Stephen. In the next year, evidence of the |
royal regard for Cluny was again forthcoming, for another
Cluny monk went as Abbot:- to Gloucester. By the year 1148
the number of éuoh Abbots had risen to at least six.(2)
'« Btephen's ﬁotive in selecting Cluny monks was, it
_would seem, a 1addéble desire to raise the: astandard of
monastic iife and lmturgy by bringing these houses into
line with that which was best- on the Gonbinenﬁ. Once
again Uinchcombe has been broughx into the mainstream of-
monasticism throughothe impact of\Cluny, as 1t had been

' glg Flor. Worc. 1138
K.hoWleS’ Me OI 284




T

in thdfiate tehth century, v&a:Flepry.

This renewal of continental contact was not the only
parallel between the reigns of Germanus and Robert, for
Just as the former Abbot was disturdbed dy the violence
of Aelfhere, 80 ﬁas Robert to experience the distress
that accompanies civil ﬁérfare close at hand.
Ohv318t~aanuary 1140, Milo of Gloucester, the ex-
Constable, having broken his allegiance to Stephen, '
attacked Winchcombe on behalf of the ‘BEmpress Natilda.
The greater part of the town was burned and many of its
inhabitants driven out or removed as hostages. (1)
While—there ié no men@ion of damage done to the
Abbey proper, Qrﬁto theﬂmdﬁks. its property must have
suffered. Moreover the fact that Abbot Robert was re-
lated to the King could hardly have weighed in his favour
with a Toe in posseasi?h of the-eastle'ciose to the Abbey
gates and who subéisted for four years by harrying the
oountrysidéo In 1144, Stephen himself reduced the garri-
son and gpared the Abbot further embarrassment. (2) ‘
To such an extent did rebbers and other malignants
roam the countryside in the troubled days of Sbephen,
even wayiaying people within a mile or so of the Abbey,

'S—;'l ~¥ior. liorc. 1160
: Gegsta ;Stephani, Eng. Hist. Soc. p.109, cited by
Roycey Landboc I. xvi
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thaﬁ William;deuﬁolers,,"moved by thé»tears and sﬁpplica—;,
tlons of his tenants built at Postlip for their conveni-
ence and safety a Chapel, dedicated to St James. (L)
By his charter, grantéd-about éhat same time, ‘he
withdrew his tithes from St. Peter's, Gloucester, and
made them over to the Sacrist of Winchcombe in return
for a light to be kept burning in the Abbey and, more
substantially, the provision by, the Convent of & chaplain
to say daily Wass during the residence of tﬁe donor and
his family at Postlip; bdut wher they were absent, duty
on Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays would s;ffice. For
the chaplain;William provided a house, half a yardiénd N
and granted free common rights and fuel. His tenants
gave another half yardland. (2} - |
At the Convent's request this Charter was renewed'
some forty—fdgg years later by Roger, William's son and
heir, and confirmed by Henry de Solacio, bishop of
Uorcester, 1193-96. (3}

There is evidence that in Gloucestershire, as else-
where, the times were favourable to the erection of
Churchess: Certainlj‘énother was built‘at Hayles,; on
the opposite 31de of the Abbey to Postlip, the presence

(l) V. C. H. 1. 6. (Thls Chapel is .now in ‘the possession
of ‘the Roman Catholic Church. G. T. H.) }

: (2? Ilcmd.boc. I 81"'&3. : = o0 E -

(3 1b1d. 83-86 ’ o ‘
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'the burning dwelllngs the flames spread to the monastery,
and soon Church, domeetic dwellings. books, charters,

. vpstments, all were reduced to ashes. (1) Zhis culni-
nating disaster occurred in 1151, and ip the next year
Abbot Robert died, (2) worn out by the great difficulties
-with which he had had to contend for almost the wholse

of his reign. He had come to Alinchcombe well qualified
to introduce changes and to develop liturgical practices
on the 1&nes-of»81nny, but the times had dbeen against

bim and had robbed him of the security and peace in which
alone the Cluniac style eould have been congolidated.

At the ond he had neither house nor Church.

To the stricken monastic body William came as Abbot -
in the.same_yeér. ¢(3) I% was a bold man who would take
the rule o£ a homeless community a;though it still enjoyed
- an income from its property; but even that.income, in
80 fa: as it was derived.from the Town, must have been
reduced when the Town itself was burned down. (4)

In 1155-6 the Town was unable to contribute more
than 12/~ towards thé sum of 100/-, at which it was
assessed by King Henry II, and its sad plight was recog—
nised as being due to 'waste' (de wasto). (5)

(1) Tandboc. I. 83.

22; V.C,H.I1,66, and list of Abbots.
ibid, "and Landboe. II, xix, where stated to have been

"a monk of Christchurch, Oanterbury."

(4) TLandboc, I. xviii, "time of Henry II," but no reference

: is given.
(5) ibid, citing Pipe Roll, 2 ‘Henry. II» 1155-6.
o L
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Nevertheless, William kopt the community togother

for the five years during which. he reigned, s¢ that both
he and Abbot Gervasse, :157-71, about.whom history is
equally silent, (1) deserved WGll the regard and prayers

of their successors.

Y3

(&) V. C. H. 66, and 1iot of Abbote. Tandboo, TT.xixd,
_"monk ot Winc%combe."



CHAFTER FIVE.

Until the reign of Abbot Hemry, which began in 1171,(1)
material fpr the history of the Abbey has, as far as the
Convent's own records are concerned, been sadly lackings
Thié-is_dué, of course, to the great fire which consumed
all the documents relating to the period prior to 1151.
That nothing is known concerning the twenty years afterxr
is probabiy due to the monks? pweoécupation with repuild-
ing the. house and settling in once more. But, sooner or
later, the lack of sound documentary evidence for property
and rights was dbound ¢to come under consgideration. It is
clear that it Was-moat unsafe to continue to rely upon
the memories and testimony of a dwindling number of the
monks who could recollect the Abbey's affairse This.
weaknégs Was'soon realized 'by Abbot Henry who knew that
thefe were never wanting those who would take advantagé ’
of the monastic misfértunee to question lands or rights.
With the object of guarding against just such a possibi-
lity and of preserving to the Abbey that which his generar
tion held as yot undisputed, he sought confirmation of
the"sﬁatus quo' from that gource most like&y to meet the
circumstances, Romes and, by so doing, not only achieved.
fi) V. C. Q. 07, ond 115t of Abﬁots.

Landboc IE, xix, where Herry is stated to have
been Frior of Gloucester.

o' -



his'owh purpose but‘also provided us with ‘a fairly senviped ‘;
able 1list of the Convent's piopérty1v

The first document that he obbained was a Privilege
from Pope Alexander IIX, dated the l4th July 1175, which
confirmed the Abbey in its possession of the Abbey Church
and Chapels, together with the churches at Twining,
Bherborne, Bledington, Stanton, Alne and Enstone. (1)

This was soon followed, on July 21st of the same year,
by a more detailed Bull which again covered the above
churches and added that of Snowshill and the Chapels of
St. Peter (Gﬁnchcoﬁbe Parish Church), Hayles, Sudeley,
Postlip, Alderton, Pixton, Prescote, and Charlton-Abbots.

The general property included the Vills of‘TWining;
Sherborne, Enstone, Alne, Bledingtbn, Stanﬁgn, Snowshill
and Admington with the lands, meadows, grasing rights,
woods, water, and the subject population in each placé.: (2).
| There was also.land at Naunton, Windrush} Uinchcombe and
ODtes; common pasture between Winchcombe and‘Sudeley, a
hide at Gretton, two hides at-Alderton (3), land at _
Prampton (in Winchcombe) and two hides in Hidcote. {4)
EB ?gndboc, T. o,

id. 25-27. There was a vineyard at Twining, and
mills there and at Sherborne, Instone, Bledington

and Adrington. It would appear that more had been
: erected since the .Survey, 1086.
(33 In the Survey Alderton had 2% hides of Abbey lands
(4) Tendboe, I. 27. No mention -is made of the two hides
at Charlton-Abbots and the ten at Cow-Honeybournea

. (S




Elsewhere, -the Abbey possessed three houses in
Zondon and another at Oxford, and saglt pits at Droitwich. (1)
Perhaps without the Abbot's secking, but more likely at
his request, the Abbey was takem under the Apostolic
F;gteotion in the same Bull. (2) This form of close
associatio% with-Rome was much sought after by houses
which were‘anxious'to escape interference from patrons
o; bishops and had gradually become widely extended. (3)
By the time of Pope Alexander I11I, exemptions had been
practically formulated into two categoriesy Abbeys that
were merely 'protected,' and those that wére 'commended. !
The former, as was VWinchcombe, were with ill-defined
privileges and were not free of their:bishopa; but the
latter were exempﬁfﬁrom all control save that of Rome. {4)
Nevertheless with 'protection' certain privileges were
often extgnded. Jp this same Bull the Abbey was granted
permission to hold Divine Service during a general Iﬁfer-
dict, ‘but the services were %o be‘conducte& with suppressed
voice behind closed doors and without the ringing of bells,

{1)  Tandboc, I. 7. Tho anoient 'Salt Way,¥ or route
along which the salt was conveyed from Droitwich to
the Thames at Lechlade, ran through the Winchcombe
district b Hayles and Farmcotee

(2 ivig, I, .
(5 Kh.OWIGB' MI 0. 575 gfft
(& Landboc, I. 28« 'salva sedis apostolice auctoritate,

et diocesani episcopi canondca  justicia." The
absence of the second clause would have placed the
Abbey among the ‘'commended’ houses and given exemp-
tion from episcopal controli. Iater the Abbey was J
often visited, c.f. Knowles, M.0. 584, and for vary-
ing degrees of exe%ptlon, ivid 585.

S .
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and néne who were excommunicate or under thé Interdict
might aﬁﬁeﬁd.'(l) It was also decreed that the Abbot,
after his election by the brethren, was to receive free
Benediction from the Bishop. (2) The same exemption
£rom Bishop's fees extended to consecrations of chnrches,
alﬁans% and chrism (holy oils), as well as to ordinations
of mohks end of clerkslpresented by the Abbey <o the
Diocesan. The'Abbey was at liberty to choose its own
bishop if the diocesan was not gualified, i.e. excommunicato f
or under interdict, but this righﬁ of choice did not ex-
tend to all occasions, a privilege onjoyed by some of
the greater houses. (3) ‘ |

In the matter of recruitment of monks, it was per-
mitteﬁ‘that all clerks and fneé laymen desirous of onter-
ing the cloister might be received without hindrance from
any qﬁarten; but when once professed, no monk was to
withdraw and obtain reception elsewhere unless he passed
into a stricter rule. (&)

Thelchapter's voice in the assignment or-makiﬁg
over of the Abbeyts churches was made absolute; ard to -

those chnrches the monks were bto presenﬁiand the bishop

}'g Landboc, 1 27—58.
ivig, et'II. 89. .
gg Liandbocg, I. 28 ‘
4 ibid. %A certain number of monks had migrated to the
stricter Cistercian houses, but these appeoar to have
been all in the North. ¥nowles, M. 0. 706 - 7.
The Pope probadbly foresaw this movemernt would spread
as it had on the corntinent.))
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~induct. (1)
A welcome relief from tithe on freshrbroken land and
Conventual livestock was also granted. (2)

Armed with this useful document the Abbey‘waé secuie
for'the,rést of Abbot Henry's reign, (which ended in 1181,)
except for a wrangle with the Adbot and Convent of Evesham
jover-the church at Cow-Hoheybourne; aﬁd the ultimate
agreement possibly explains the absence of the church from
among the others in the above Bull. By the terms of
settlement the Chapel at Cow-Honeybourne péssed to the
Mother Church at Hoheybqurne which belonged to Evesham
Abbey, together with the tithes and obventions of freemen
and villeins, except those payable by the Abbey on its
demesne. in exchange for this, the Abbot of Evesham
surrendered two acres of land which he held in the Winchcombe
demesne there and graﬁted the priests' shegves from Cow-
Honeybourne to the Abbey. I Evesham undertook to prowvide
Divine Service on Vednesdays, Fridays, and Holy days. (3)

Against this probable loss the Abbott and Convent
were able. to set the four hides that they_obtainedufrom \
Willien Taillard in Gaginwell, Bustone. He remitted the

2, ibid, ' I. 27

%Ii Landboc, I. 28 and 1T, 89.
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‘land in consideration of three (consecrated fine) handker~

chiefs or towels from the Abbot and sixtoen marks silver.
As there appéa.-rs to have becn considcrable argument about
the land, the Abbot took the precavtion of having it well
settled, and placed»tho grantors in danger of losing
sixteen marks if they again questioned the transfer.
Sixteen pureties bound themsselves to Beelthat the agreeo-

.ment was carried out. (1)

At the Abbey itself conditioné had so far improved
that the monks were in a positicn to receive sonme guests;
and, norcover, the guests were prepared 4o pay for their
acconmodation. Robert, clerk of Alne, thought his fre—
quent, visits to Winchcombe worth a reserved lodging, so
he arranged with the Abdey for an intermittent corrody.
For the good of his own, his wife's and 'ancestors' souls
he quit-claimed@ three and a half acres; but, for fhe
more immedsate matter, he gave all his 1andqbétw§éﬁ;£wo~
valleys, éa}led Kenredsled; and in exchange, asjgﬂé-
charter records, "the monke have granted me twenty shil—

lings and a monk's allowance of bread and beer Such as

"are 4aily laid on the refectory tvable, so often as I may

come to Winchcombe-on their business or nmy own. Moreover

iy Tandboo, T, 166-100.
/ .
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they have granted to receive me at my. latter end as a
monk 'ad succurendum;' and to Alice, my wife, . they have
granted her part in aisl good deeds which are done and
shall be dome in the Convent of Winchcombe, and burial
at her latter end, if she desire it." (1)

Another guest whose presence was moré regular, was
that capable man of business and‘servant of the King and
the Abbey, Nicholas of Bruere. He obtained fair termsg
for ten marks down he was to receive for life a daily
corrody of‘bread and beer, a thick pottage,of the kit-
chen, a commons in the evening, and at his latter end the
habit of Bt. Benedict. Perhaps, because he wanted better
‘fare, he gave a)l his land in the fee of.chér de Burton,
in‘Winthbmbe, for a master's dish in the kitchen.(2) .

It will be noted that both of these guests madé pre-
paration well aheaé fog their reception aﬁ-the‘olose of

(1) Tendboc, I. 210. (G. 6. Coulton's trensiation in

"Five Centuries of Religion,” Vol. I. 91, where he
: dates the charter about 1180.)

(2) ILandboc, I. 213 -214. TNicholas of Bruere was very
active during the rule of Henry and the next two
Abbots. He was for a timo Reoeve of Winchcombe Hun-
dred, c. 1193-6. (L.endboc, T. 85, "N. de B., tunc
preposito hundredi de Winchecumba"5 and also King's
Bailiff in Abbot Henry's ¢ime, (Tandboc, I. 183,

"tune ballivo Regis 4n W.") His name is‘found

among the witnesses to &t least 37 varied documents.

As Reeve, he would be responsible for the presenta- ,
tion of the lanor accounts; and, as Bailiff, he .
would -have charge of the royd) manog.s. KNevertheless, <
his inferior sociel status is appareht, in that his
corrody was centred in the Abbey'kiéchen, whereaa

the Clerk of Alne, being in Orders, received refec-
‘toxry fare. ' :

- " ] s
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life into the Ofder of 8t. Benedict. Buch an arrange-
ment was often emtered into, for arcoﬁsideraﬁion, by those
wgo were deeply irfluenced by the aura of sanctity that
~invested the monastic state in the popular mind during
the iddle Ages. Society was then sharply sundered into
'the world' with its many spiritual pitfalls here and
ultimate perils, and 'the cloister' with its present re-
nunciation and eternal bliss and seecurity. The 1dea
spread that mere 'clothing' with the monastic habit was
sufficient to invest tﬁe belated 'monk' with all the
benefits of the cloistered life and make him partaker of
the accumulated merits of the Convente. In making that
provision, and ultimately accepting a last-minute clotih-
ing, Robert of Alne and Nicholas of Bruere found them-
selves among good compary, for bishops and other great
men had-not hesitated to enter into similar preparations
to ensure their celestial wéIl—being‘ (2> |

Williem Taillard, his family and their heirs (2),
and Alice, wife of Robert of Alne, entered into a lesa
int}mate_association with the Abpey whén}ﬁhey~secured
'fratornity,® or a share in the merits of the monks' good
deedss The populan and wﬁdespread belief in the doc-

E) KhoWies. T 0. 477-8, end Goulton, "Five Genturies
- of Religion,* Vol. I. 91.
(2) Landboc, I. 192. William was the romitter of the
four hides in Gaginwell recorded aboVey '
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tr:ne of the mreasury -of herlt brought many 1nto confra—
ternity, partlcularly in the case of the great monastlc
establishments and, as the connection was achieved and

marked by donations before, or payments at the time,

‘rendered those abbeys no small services

Lanfranc, .in his statutes, gave instructions govenn;
ing the ceremony of admission to confraternity, includ-
ing the reception of women dnto such an association with}
the monasteries, which ofter “took blace %ithin the
.Chapter House (1) though,there is no mention of,sudhva.

¢eremony in the above instances.

(@) Xnowles, M. O. 476
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~ CHAFTER BIX.

Although thirty years had elapsed since the fire, oune
portlon of the Abbey buildings still lay in ruins at the
time of the death of Abdob Henry in 1181.

This was the Cloister, the absence cof which must have
imposed alseyere handicap in many ways, for aparﬁ from
'being deprived of space for meditational perambulation,
the monks wore without a covered passage to 1link up the
wvarious important ddméstic buildings with the Church as
well as the necessary accommodation for the convenient
performance of those tasks upon wﬁich many would normally
be engaged during the daytime.

Without the GloiSter, the novices lacked -the proper
place for their education and recreation duﬁing leisure
hours €1), while their seniors must bave felt the loss
of that space in the soutb-facing walk, where they often
did4 their reading, copying, and illuminating, Ah oX=-
ample of %heir activity in this respect dnring this same
period is the Winchcombe Abbey Breviary, one of the earli-
est extant, preserved in the Library at Valencionnes. (2)

" (1) Tarfranc's Corstitutions, ect. 3, permibtted talking
within the Gloisters. q.v. Cranage, "Home of the
IMonk" Cambridge, 3rd edtn. 1934, p.l -

(2) c.f. Knowles. M. 0. 539 (note).



No doubt, during this perib,d the monks improvised
and made use of other parts of the Abbey in which to
WOrk, but the lack'of'proper space for their labours
must have been é perpetdal source of inconvenience and
discomfort, not to be toiarated for longer than was abso-
lﬁtely necessarys |

But building in the solid Norman style was a lengthy
buciness, and other works were morc pressing. Domestic
offices, 1iving accomnodation, the Abbey Ohurch itself,
éll these had a prior claim on materials, labour.'and
money. |

lone knew the disadvantages of a monastio house
‘without Cloisters better than Abbot Crispin, who succeeded
Henry in 1181." He was a monk of the Abbey and had been
Bacrist and Frior before his eleetion. (1) He planned
to rebuiid'the Cloisters, but his death after a rule of
barely.a,year again keld up the work,(a)fand‘it was not
until the cloée of, the century or the early years of. the
next that the task was completed.

Crispin is described as a man of spotless 1ife,

Iy V. G. H. 67, ond 1ist of Abboto. Coacristy, Temi= -
boc, I, 56. Frior, idbid 65, and II. 260, Blessed
at, Worcester where he gave the Sacrist there a cope
and vestment and 40/~. Annales Monastici, Luard,

- (R. &v) TV. 384, -
(2) Tandboc, I, 68.
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fervent piety and sinéularwprudénce.¢(l) Of his charit-
able nature there is evidence, for he granted the tithes
of- Naunton and the oblations on St. Kenelm's day to the
Abbey Bacrist to provide wine and wafers for hungry ap-
plicants on Surdays. (2)

In business matters he certainly made the best of
his opportunities, for he managed o wring, in 1181,
three shil;ings a year from the Abbot and Convent df‘
Bruerﬁe. when thai house made good its claim to titheé»
on the Grange at Cormdene. (3) In the next year he did
much botter, for when he received a pious benefaction
of some land in Bherborme, he obtained with it the right
to improve the Abbey millpond there and, more important
from a long term point of view, the assurance that no
other mills would be erected by the grantor to offer com- -
petition. All this was obtained at the cost of a mere
“three marks. (4) |

| Shortly after, at a charge of tén marks for expenses
paid to the same donor, William of Baton, another gift

was registered in the Chapter House and the agreement

53!161)00 [ T’ 6—5
ibid 92

1bid. 45 - 46
ivid, I, 196
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presented OP;St{fkpnelﬁfs A1ﬁg:, by which the Abbey re-
ceived pasture ig'Farmingtoﬁ and Sherbornes Intent on
taking no chances, Abbot Crispin went over-to Beé for
hiﬁself,andsmade aiformai,perambulation.around the land
to ensure that it was properly marked out. (1)
When:thevﬁiphes of Snowshill and Stonton were in
dispute, this Abbot called in the Bishop of lorccster
who made a full enguiry and settled the matter in a
menner entirely to Crispin's satisfaction. Kot only

did the monks obtain thelr two sheaves on all ‘lands, but

- they kept all the tithes of their own lordshmp there.(E)

The community knew well the value of an energetic
A»bot, and what a oss they sustained by his.eafly death;
particularly as the next Abbot was to rule for a short
time and leave behind no reccrd of any achievements ﬁo
his credit. (3)

It was always the Abbot who dominated and guided
the community in spiritual and material matters. Not
every one was a Crispin, deepiy spiritual and yet business- .
like; but wpgtever'his qualities, these he, as being
supreme and subject only to thelRulg, imparted.to the
rest for good or evil. |
I‘f{f Epril 22nd, 1192.Landboe. 567
(2}~ 4ibid. I. Go=72

(3. V. C. list of Abbots. Robert Abbot 1182-84. c.f.'
Annal. Mon. I. 53
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In ons department he wag'abéoluﬁe»where bﬁsinessh
matters were éonoerned.' This was in reépecﬁ' of- the con=
trol of his ovn income and property, for it was about this
time that a division between the Abbot's own share and that
of the rest of the commurity took plaece. The primaxy
cause of this separation was the feudalization of the
Abboﬁls position and, above all, the elaim of the King to
hold and enjby'the revenues of an Abbey: during a vacancy.
To avoid this alienation 6f the eptine income during a
royal sequestration it became the practice in all monas-
teries to allocate to the Abbot a chare of the property
sufficient to enable him-to discharge the duties peculiar
to his office and to maintain his growing establishment,
and this portion alone passed into thevKing’s‘grasp; the
rest remainéd untouched, enabiiﬁg the monk5»to tive no,
matter how protracted the interregnum. (1)

The communities' éhare was administered by the Ab-.
bot and Convent, and any business’waS'sett;ed and sealed
in the Chapter house during the dally meeting. Here with-
out doubt the Abbot had the 1e§ding voice, especially if
he poessessed the initiative and business acumen of Ralph,
the next Abbot, 1184-94. (2) While it does not follow
'(1? ¥nowies, M. 0. 505 '

(2) Blection:'of Ralph, Landboc, I. 44, V. C. H. List of
Abbots.
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that be always had his own way in deta@ls,-his spirit _
would dnfect and leaven the whole community and be .Te-
flected An the activities of his subordinates. |
These subordinates were, as the obedientary systep‘
developed during this century; officers, each respénsible
for his own department and holding lands énd inconmes for.
gpecific purposes. They‘recéived grants, bought pfoperty.
and either held it themselves or let it out on the best
posgiblec terms. If the details of most of these trans-
actions make dry reading in the Landboc, they yet sérve
to illustrate the wigorous 1ife of all concerned with the
temporal dffeirs of the house at this timec and the growth
of the ‘custom4' which, under later Abbots, were codified..
Ve have already noticed the\elaborate departmental grrange-
nents in conﬁection with the repast after the liass of the
Blessed Virgin, (E) and tﬁé grant of tithes to the Sacrist

‘from Naunton. (2) The Sacrist was nou granted land,

worth 44 ahyeam, for a:grange under the North wall ¢f the
Abbey end in return had to £ind a taper for the Mass of
the Virgin.(3) He also came into possession of ,an acre

of land-adﬂoining his own, for which the Abbey paid half

(1) ng’ 56, above.
(i) o4,

3) Lénaboc. 1. 95-94

K 1



a mérk to the doror, 44 to his heir, and 34 each to his
wife and other éon. ()
The Precenmor, during the same reign, recelved some
lard, the proceeds from which were earmarked tO»buy booka. (2)
The greatest bemeficiary was the rnfirmarer, who,
for the very small oublay of one shilling per annum for
a light in Cold-Aston Church, received sixteen acres of
land and a house bringing in three shillings a year rent,
from Geoffrey de Longohamp of Aston.(3) Theze may have
been much sadness.and want behind the sale that William
i' ‘Burel and his two sons made of some land to Gervase the
| Almoner, afterwards Prior; for he bought it £rom them for
. food end cash to the value of one mavk. (4) This same
official; perouaded one, Adam of the Vime, to pawrt with
his house and kitchen garden near the AbSevaateway. it _
may: be thaﬁ'the dwelling was in' the way of the Abbey buildf>“
ing plans and Adam:not anxious to sell, for the price was
fairly high, ten shillings and a corrody for tife from

the Almonry. The house next-door was bought by Gervase's .
successor at the Almonry, Nicholas, for two marks and a
similar corrody. (5)

1) Tandboc, 1. 59 -
? (2 Landboc, I. 53. The donor received fraternity and
every boon.
(Bg ibid, 233-4.
(a, ibvid, 232, “"Gervasius, tunc Elemosinarius, dedit
eidem W. in denariis, et in victualibus, ad pretium '

' unius mgrce argenti." -
(5)  ibid, 250-1 . .




When Gervase became Prior, c. 1194, he bought up _
some -land for ten éhillings. and adding it to another
plot, let it out fdr 3/4; but under his sﬁoceséor,
Thomas,'the rent w;nt up to 5/- per annum from the new
tenent. (1)

Apart from rents derived from ordinary property, one
of the most regular sources of income was that brought
in by the mills, to which all tedants had to take ﬁheir
grain to be ground and leave there a set portion for the
work. This some -lords claime& for themselves, paying
the miller a wage as their agent; (2) but at Winchcombe
it appears to have'been‘the practice to let the mill for
a-fixéd rent of about a pound a year, leaving ﬁhe mikler
to make what he could. At least this 4s what Abbot
Relph did when, in the middle of his reign, he buiit a
@ulling—mi&llin_cliveley and let it, with a corn-mill,
dwelling ‘house and land for 28/-. (3) Again, about the
same time, another corn mili close to the Abbey was let
_for 20/3 per annum, but in this case the miller was held
reéponsible.for the repairs. (4)

b

-

Althouch as a rule they were not indifferent to theﬁr

(1; 'Landboc, I‘ ,4-95 _ _ o

(2 cef. Hi 80 Beonet, "Life on sthe finglish Manor," v
Cambridge, Ppe 12°-5ﬂ. The proportion of wheadt re-
tained ofi the Durham manors was 1/24th f£rom ‘free men,
and 1/13th from serfs. 134

- (3) rondboc, I. I05. % & mark was paid for the right

t6 thyow down the ‘corn miXl) 4if desived. -
(4)  4bid, 234=5 |
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oygvintgpests in buﬁiness matters, the monks comld 6n
occasion displey compassion; for whengﬁumphreyvof-sher-
borne, brother of one of the momks, pleaded hardshib,

c. 1189, the rent of 10/- a yoar on his tenement was -
rcduced dy 2/- for his lifetimo. (1) Another case

was that in which the monks allowed William of the same
place to run eight oxon and four cows with their sbtock
after he had been lawfully compelled tio ronounce his

claim ¢o pasturage on the Abbey>demesne. (2)

Concern for the poor dy the monks is ghown by addit-
lonal provision out of their garden at Babelescombe. For
fifteon days about midsummer the monks were to take all
that they required, the rest of the produce, tree fruit

excepted, was to be granted to those in need. (3)

-~ A marked feature of this recign was the‘iﬁcféased :
liturgical devotion paid to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Hitherto, apart from the special observance on the morrow
of St. Kenelm's day already referred to, (4) the m&sées
had\bgén said, "retroactis. temporibus, secfeto,eﬁtsupprQSQa

voce celebrare consueverant;" bdut, %rom 1194 onwards, it

'Ei Landboc, L. 204 ' 7
2 ibid, 205 :
zf‘ ibid, 230
4 page . 36, abdve
. /

v
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~was ordained by Abbot Ralph that there should be a daily
,solémn celebration of High [Mass. The many grgnts_bf
iands and rents already received and afterwards showered-
upon the Abbey by the devout laity made it possible for
Winehcombe to cogform‘tb the practices already prevailing
in most monasteries. (1% |
- To base an estimate of Ralph's reign solelylon“the

foregeoing agd to imagine that his was a poriod of undis-
turbed acquisitionvénd progress would be far from cor-
recf. He and the Convent had their real troubles, for
they had 6 £aco both a long legal dispute and heavy ex-
péhditﬁro on necessary improvemonts.

| The f£irst arose from no novél source, but out of

the madter of the seven ehillings‘thaﬁ'the'monks were
supposed to receive ecach year from Hayles. (2) During
the ministry of Reginald, the first Parson, the Abbey had
its moneys butvthe next cleric, Simon, withheld the pay-
ments. (3)

_ 'The matter was broughtt before William, Bishop‘of
Worcester, 1186-91;v whose 0fficial held an Inguisition
éﬁd found that’ the monks had always received the money. (4)
But Simon was not the man to be’quelled by a mené stéte-

(2 p. 40, aBove. |
(5% Tandboc, I. 65
(4, Landboc, II. 300



ment of facti and, taking advantage of the subsequent
silence or the end of the episcopal rﬁle, continucd to
withhold the seven shillings and cven demanded of the
mopks the titkes from a hide in Cockbury and another hide
in Gretton. |

Fhis was too much for the monks who reforred tho
ﬁholé matter to Rome, from whence Pope Celestime III
committed the enquiry on 9th Jan. 1193 to a commission
composed of Henry, Bishop of Worcester, the Dean of Here-
ford and Thomas of Llamthony. %They pronounced in favour
. of the Abbey. -

_However, Simonh was preparéd for this, for having
provided himself with fraudulent Papal letbers (1), he
staged another commission composed of Judges whom he took
care to see dwelt at a comnsiderable distance from.the, |
scone. Before these Simon did well and even managed to
- prevent the Abbexrreprgsentative'frOm‘being neard. Abbot
Ralph, in defiance of ;n.alleged inhibdbition againstraq
appeal to Rome, sent the ﬁatterxthere; It was then that
the truth about the suspected letters and coqmission came
to light. (2) |

On a Papal mandate, the Abbot of Téwkesbury ond the

(%) "Bimon per Litteras Apostollcaa. frauvdulentov, tacita
veritave, obtentas "
¢(2) Landbocy II. 30%-2.




Priors of Worcester and D&anﬂhony, heard the whole case.
On three occasione the monks produced thelr witnesses.
but Simon attempted neither defence nor counter-claim,

and the matter was referred back to Rome for sentence. (})
This was in due course passed onxSimon;-who lost on all
counts, by the decision of yet another commission, com-
posed this time of the Prior of Stodeley, the Dean of
Warwick, end William de Tunebrig. At the same time the
Chureh at Hayles was decreed to be a Mother and Baptismal
‘Church. (2)

Finally, Henry of Worcester, 1193-6, confirmed the
sentence, and presumably there the matter ended{ (3).

If: from this protracted and probably expensive lawsuilt,
with its appeals to Rome and éeveral‘commissions. the
monks secured no more than was theirs from the oommence-
ment and by right, they were more fortunaﬁe materially in
their other venture of a very different natyre.

. This was the construction of a long pipeline to
convey water from a spring at Honiwell, on the -high ground
above Budeley, to the Abbey. The spring itself had been
granted by Robert Russel, and he (4) and Robert, the
Parscon of Sudeley, (5) both readily gave permission for -
~ Landboo, 1. 190-200
(2) ivid, 66-67
(3) ibid, 67-68

(4 Tandboc, I. 237
5 ibid, 242
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the monks o lay and maintain the underground aqueduct

 where it was necessary to pass through their lands.

But the diffiouity lay not so0 much in securing a
source of water and obtaining concessions to bury pipes,
as in the aotuai‘eonstruotion. for between the spring end
the Abbey was a deep valley traversed by the little river
Isborne. leaden. pipes with sound Jointing would be ne~
cessary to withstand the great pressure of the watef and
these alone must havé proved expensive without takiﬁg
into account the cost ¢of shkilled labour. KNevertheless
the advantagos must have far outweighed any tomporary
straitening of the Abbey's finances that may have arisen
therefrom. _

Juat how the monks did manage to pay for the work
is not cléar, but it is to Abbot Ralph's credit that when
he died in 1194, the accounts for the hal?ryear showed a
small balance in hand. E |

The Abbey income amounted to £59 15 11 for the half
yoar, of which £19 10 8 came from woole. (1) Against
this the moin item of the expenses was for clgthing,.food,

and other necessities, amounting to over £513 leaving an

TI)~ Tho Cotewold country londs iGoclf To cheop T
and the Benediotines at Winchcombe f£ound that aﬁ this
poriod and later wool provided a very useful source
of 'income, though most of the trade in wool was in

the hands of the Cistercians who were usually estab-
lished in suitable areas.




exCess of income over expenditure of 83 10 6&d (1)

Had Abbot Ralph lived a Yittle longer it is probable
that he would have left the Abbey even better off: tham |
he did, for his successor almost immediately r@aped ad~-
vanﬁages from negotiations that were very probably set
on foot by'this energéfic prelate, whose business foresight

made possible considerable expansion within the next reign.

' (1) Trans. Vol. IIX. p. 201
LN



CEAPTER SuVEN

The community made an excellent choice when -they
elected Robert as the next Abbot in 1394. (1) Por,
according to his "Life," he was a monk of the house and
“a man highly commended for all manmer of virfues, particu-.
lariy.divine Servdce; observance of the Rule ¢f the Order,
repairing and building our Church and Cloisters, and the
increase of our revenues."(2) .

To what cxtent the building plans had been worked ’
out or even put in hand by Bobertfs predecessor is. un-.
cartain, but that money was needed is quite evident, for
immediately on commencing his rule he oither successfully
concludod Abdot Raiph's negotiations or quickly initiated
and carried through some on his own account bﬁ which ho ;»
obtained £rom Bishop Henry of Worcester (1193-6) the grant
‘of an annual pension of five maris for the building fund
from the income of tho benefice of Sherborne, as soon as
it ghould next £all vacant. [bus, though the incumbent
then in possession was Becured against losg, the future

21 V. G, He P 67, ond 1ist of Abbo%s. Landﬁbo, T xix.
Atkyns,'Glpucestershire,' 438, -
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vicars wero to be poorer by the above sum and yet. remained B

bardened with the charges for church and episcopal dues. (1)‘

Even so0, they had not yot sunk to the level of mere
etipéndiaries, removable at the will of tke owmers, towards
which-this inereasingly close grasp by the monasteries
everywhere on their benefices was tending, and which was
to culminate at Sherbornme and elsewhere in complete ap-
propriation. (2} | |

Tho Abbey building fuad was mot tho only beneficiary
from a pension nor Sherborne the sole benefice to suffor
amércement in this manner, for; in the next year, at the ‘
instance of Hubert Valter, Archbishop of Canterbury,
Bishop Henry of Worcester granted five marks from ﬁhe
Vicarage of Twining %o the Abbey Infirmary on terms pre-
cisely the same as those imposed on Sherborne. (3) For
the same purpose other lesser sums wete forthooming'later.
In 1203, s8ix acres, given by Robert, son of Alard, on re-
colving the habit of roligien, were let at three shillings
a year. (4)- (hile in c. 1215, exactly twice the(gbove
acreage realized a rent of but two shillings and a pair
{1y Tapdboc. T, 171, and TT. 275 |
§:;. Knowles, M. 0. 606 ,
3)  Landboe, I. I70-1, where the Archbishop's name is

given as 'Herry', in mistake for ‘Hubert \ialter.'

Anong- the signatories are bishbgs 4lan of Bangor

€¢1295 - 7), and Uilliam of Hereford (13186 - 1200)
(4) ivid, 149.
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of white gloves, valued at one penny. (1)

The year 120) was marked by the largest single
financial and territorial venture embarked upon by the
Abbots and Convent to date( This was the purchase from
William de Bethune, Advocate of Arras, of the fee farm
of the lManors of Halling, Hazelton, and Yanworth, at the
cost of £208, with further payments of £12 for stock,
£€5 to Maud, Williem's wife, and £3 to his children. (2)

By a Charter granted shortly afterwards, the Abbey
was given all three manors in frankalmoigﬁﬁ'at a yearlj
rental of £20, and an snnual payment of 20/~ to St.
Peter's, Gloucester, but the right of presentation to
the Churches was retained by William. (3) mhe'assent
of King John was forthcoming on the 13th May, 1202. (&)
Later, the rent was twice reduced; f£irstly in 1208, when
it fell to £10 a year; (5) eond again,, 4t the insbtance
of Eustaoe, wife of Daniel, William's son and heir, in
1211, when another pound was substracted. (6) |
(2 ibid’ II’ 309- The‘V. C. _-_H. po 67, states that
the price.’' was £558, and probably bases this figure .
on that given in the "Life of Robert IV"...quoted by
Atkyns, "Gloucestershire,” p.438 "...recovered the -
manors and advowsons of the same put out of the -hands
of Vle..., which had been mortgaged to him at several
times for above &£558." There is no mention elsewhere

of the manorc as having ever becn in possession of
the Abbey before tais purchase.
ivig, IT. 109 ,

ivid, 1. 511ﬁ2>‘
ibid, II. 313-4
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Hotever, the ch@igg of 2C7-  contirued:to be paid to O%.
Peter's until it was quitclaired on the 25th Méféh,'ifal;(iﬁi
‘Papal Confirmations were granted on the llth lay, |
1216, by, Pope Innocent III, who was apparently unaware
that the rent bad fallen from £10 to €9 a year; (2) and
byNHonorius~III. who charged the Abbot ome mark.paid.
through Archbishop Stephen Langton, into the Roman Court
for his Confirmation{hated 20th Jenuary, 1217. (3)
The last stage was reached when Eustace‘persuaded
-her husband to make the patronage of the three manorial
Churches over to the Abbaj» gome time in Pebruary, 1217.

'A formal notification of the change in patrons was sent

e o e

to Bishop Silvester of Worcester. (&)

In the meantime so actively did Abbot Robert press
forward with the work of enlarging or rebuilding the
Abbey Church that, by the year.l206, ke could foresee
the completion of the  task andfeven<entcraain“plans-for -
tho construction of a new cloisternand a range of.claus-
tral buildings. '

For all this tho funds derived from Shefborge and
elseowhore were ingufficient; so, on the 2lst Maﬁch. 1206,-
with the Chapter‘s consent, he set aside the, tithes from -
Stanton and Snowshill, together with the four and a half
iy temdbos, Ii. 317 '
eé ibid, I. 11C-1

gﬁ’.,'ibid»'l. mr . -
&) ibid, II. 314-6




marks from Enstonelchnrch and the mamk and a-half from
vSt Peter 8 Winchcombe. for ﬁhe fabric fund. %o be ap-
plicd first for the bnild&ng of the -Church and afﬁerwards
for the clo&sﬁer and other offices. (1) A solemn ex-
communication with lighted candles, "cum candelis accen<
sis," was pronounced against all who might attempt to 4n-
fringe the ordinance, save during é period of famine or
other érgent heceSsity. (2 -~

In this same period building operations were by no
means confined to the Abbey and Church, fgr'E#iqr‘éhomgs
enggged.in a 1itt1e house~-building on’ the qpﬁ#enfﬁé be~
‘half. Noticing that a patch of land in North Stieet,,
'Winchcombe,-was void, he bought it for one mark and com-
menced to lay the foundations of a slated house estimated
to cost rather mofe than seVen marks. But, as soon as
the work had been put in hand, Goda, Alard's daughter and
sister to that Robert who had recently given six acres to
the Abbéy, rushed up with her husband and son, loudly clam-
ouring for the ‘work to stop as the land had been illegally

sold. (3) After a few days, bowever, sounder counsels

T{I)  Tandboc T. 73. W..1n usum operationis edificil ec-
clesie et cum ecclesia edificata fuerit, in usum
simul edificationis claustri et domorum clgustralium."
The above tithes and pensions had been confirmed to
the Abbey by Pope Urban. III during the early gears ofi
Baldwin's rule as Archbishop of Canterbury, c. 1185
ivid 72-73. ,

| (2) 1ibid, I. 73-4 a

* (3) Landboc, I, 99- lOO. ", .et terram prefatam jure proe

| » Ppinquitatis, ex successione, scilicet. paﬁerna, sibi

'vendlcavit-"
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pnevailed and sho surrendeﬁod all claims to the land cut
oﬂ\reverence for the B}essed Virgin. (1)

When Roberﬁ; the Soap—boiler, (1e Savonér)-feli'on
evil days and found himsclf unable to pay oﬂf.eight shil-
lings arrears, he was only too glad to be able to extricate.

,himsolf from the difficulty by the surrender to the Prior

of "his right in a house which he haé started to build.
This was then completed ab a cost of more than five marks
and, when let, brought’ in the very satisfactory rental of
5/6 a year. (2) It would appear that the Abbey was at
this time quite ready to relieve others of financial pros-
sure and their properﬁy as well; for Walter, son of Os-
bert raised £ from Prior Thomas when he pérted with his
land through poverty; (3) and, in 1210, Kenelm of Cuts=
dean being in desperate straits, sold land and everything

- thereon for the large sum of forty marks. (4) 1f there

was much buildlng and business dnring Abbot Robert's
reign, there Was no neglect ‘elther of the brethren or the

poop. For the former a Caritas, or special allowance,

- of wine was ordained'by the Abbot to be issued on sm;

Margaret's day, provided for out of the rents derived from

property in Gloucester. If there was any residue, this

Zﬁg ivid, I. 100.
,Bg ibid, I, 103.
ibid, II, 303
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was to go to the‘éiek monks in the Infirmary. By the

same ordinénce eight lections durihg the year were estab-
lished in honour of that Virgin Saint, and a third noc-

turn on 8t. Kenelm's day.(l) Fhe poor, to the number of
a'hnndred. were to bc feasted on the morrow of All Saints.(2):
' The growing devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary,.noted
in the twe previous Abbots® time, showed no sign of de-
crease for want of support. Om th? contrary, substantial
contributions were made Dy nany.

Bishop Walter de Gray, at the instance of Archbishop
.Stephen Langton, granted an annual pension of 20/- from
Biedingtonichurch to the Abbey to provide whatever was
neceséary for the fitting celebration of the daily Mass
of the Blesged Virgin, c¢. 1214. (3) Humbler grants of
rents and charges ranged from f£ive shillings, (4) to
five pence a year (5) chiefiy for Tights. Cf these,
one grant was for 6d a year rent from a ghop in North
Stréet,rWindhcombe, given by Henry, son of Baidﬁin the
baker, when he left for the Holy Land, “Cruce Sﬂ.gnatus.:' (6)
Pherc was considerable uncertainty however about the |
(1) Temdboc, 1. 167 . |
g%) gggggggi %f.lgégi09, and 173. It was confirmed by
: the Archbichop pf Canterbury on 7th April 1215 (ibid

109-10) and by Pope Innocent III on 11%h May, 1216
(ibid, 110;) and agair by Pope Honorius III 1216~17. .
The Papal confirmation cost Frior Thomas one mark.

(ibiq, 111)
g ibid, I, 96

ibid, I, 98
ibid, I, 98



‘promise of two shillings'a year that John Palmer made:

when he was very sick; for, as soon as he recovered, he
repented of his piety and determined to ‘withdraw the grant.
However, a subsequent relapse soon broughﬁ about a change

of mind again and the Abboy received the mon@y.(l)

Whilo WWinchcombe Abbey was flourishiﬁg. materiaikj,
spiritually and in works of charity under Abbot Roberty
a very different state of affairs obtained at Zvesham
Abbey, under the rule of Abbot Roger Norre&s. This pre-
lato's character Was-exeeedingly-mixod, for he was at once
a lavish host, entertaining companion and possessed of
' remarkabhe energy and spifit; but’ againgt-this ho was
"openly and cynigcally impure of Ilife, heeitatingynot»abvallf
ip the face of adultery or saCrilege.‘glgxtanous besides
and a drunkard,'he disregarded, even when within the monas-
tery, every rule. arnd custom of dress, food anﬁ.decoruma..
he akused and at times starved his monks, misappropriated
the coavent's property, and practised the most - oppressive
tyrenny on his subjects. The fabric of the monastery
wes neglected, and as a-result‘only those, portions of"
the church were weatherproof vhich had stone vaulting

™~

‘hospitality and the relief of the poor were out of the

(1) Landboc, I. 104
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»qnesfidntﬂ»(l) SN .v- i
Such a dismal picture of the -conditions at that time
in a once great and neighbcuring.monaétery makeséa¢gfeé§.
ing, but it,neverthéless;Serves to throw into vivid con- )
trast the sound work:end rule that prevailed at winch-
combe when a man;of'high'meﬁﬁéifand spiritual calibre had

the rule,

. In 1215 *the two men were brought into contact, for
in that year Roger FNorreys, éfter many evasionsy cOntésts -
vith his diocesan and .appeals- to Rome,.was brought at last .
to aCCount_for~hiS-misdéeds before the legate, Nicholaq
.ofvﬂuscdium, who was assisted by the Abbots of York, |
Selby, Gloucester, and Robert of Winchcombe. His defence.
was poor and the legate straightway deposed him ana "told
the Abbot of Winchcombe, who had always favoured him, to:
lead him“forthffromfthe‘éhaptéﬁﬁoﬁ“éj*ﬁevérth'féfurﬁ}'“and’*"
50 it wag." (2)

"If it is true that Robert had shown him consistent
favour, it must have been from out of a deep sence of

charity that rcfusod to believe tha reports of tre de—

(1) “Frnowics, . 0. 5554 and onwards, wnere hc gives ‘a
o very detailed account .of the circumstances.

(2) 'Chronicon Abbatiae de bveshan' (R.S. 1865) 251, "...
praecepit dominus legatus abbati de Winchelcumba qui
scmper c¢i favebat) ut illum irrediturum a capitulo
educerot. (uod et factum est." Also see G« G.
Coulton, "TFive Centuries of Religion," Vol. II. p.376
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plorable conditions prevaiilng at~Lvesham, to which
Atbey he had neithem right nor occasion Uo go and inves-
tigate far hideelf. IMeeting one another as feXlow Ab-
bots. Robert would see and know the Rogez\Norreys‘thaﬁr
had impressed Rome itself, where that subtle prelate more
than held his own in the teoth of his Diocesan's opposi-
tion. At the trial, however, the truth must have been
glaringly obvicus, even to Robert who learnt then that:
all men were not as himself, conscientious and zoalous-
where the interests of their houses were concerned.

tiinchcombe and its properoy at this period provided
nore than enough résponsibility and work to keep an
active Abbot at home; and, with the excebtion'of the
visit to Evoshem just mentioned, there is only one other
occasion on record onhwhich.Abbot Robert left his-ﬂbbey.
and this was to attend the dedication of Worcester Cathe~
dral 'in 12128. (1) | _

Three years later he died, (2} having raled the
Abbey for twentyhseven years during which time he proved-
himself to havo been both a worthy pupil of,and successor

- to -that energetic Abbot, Ralph, and well deserving of

the high estimate of his character and abilities quoted

at the commencement of this ohapter.

1§innaies Monastici. I7. p. 409. )
2)ibid, 414



O0f the number of‘ﬁonks in the coﬁmunity during .
this period we have no information, but "by c. 1200,
thore was probably no community larger than a hundred,
and almost ail had decreased from their maximum by |
about a third. Fover again, it may be added, did-they
attain the size reached at the beginming of ‘the twelfth
century." (1) | Of those that were Teceived duringrthe
reigns of Kihgs Richerd and Johm, they "were recruited
almost entirely from what may be called, at the risk
0of anachronism, the middle classs £rom famil@es.Athat
is, of small owmers of land and tradcrs in the town or

district noar the Abboy." (2)

These, on entering the connunity, appear to haveo
brought a swall dowexr, as did Silvester, tho son of
William Blancpain of Gloucoster, in 1210, for his father 1
sottled proporty on'the Abbey to the value of four shil-~
lings a year rental at the time of Silvoster's admiscion.(3)
| Later, in the next Abbot's time, Thomas the Convent
clerk, when 'in extremis laborans* bequeathed two hides
3) Knowles; % O. D. 426 . (The names of.ceven of

the monks are recorded among the witnesses to a
document, 1221-32; viz. LUalter, the Prior; Simon,
sub-prior, Achard, Ralph, Osbert, Phillip, and
German, monks. Landboc, II, 186-7.) o

: ga;- ivia, 424.
3 Landboc, I, 163
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%o the Aﬁbey for hablts for hma two brothers, '\Fincenb
and Robert, with tho saving condition tha.t if oither d1d
noﬂ desire the 1_i£e -of a monk he was to‘nrece-ive one hide
for himscif, (1) | |

(2) TLandboc, I, 186



On the 23rd of June, 1221, the Licence to elect
snother Abbot was issued to the Convent by Henry III, (1)
and within a fortnight the King had been notified of, the
Chapter's cbpiqe.anﬁppmas_éhe;r active and capable Prior
to £ill the vacancy. The Mendate signifying the royal
approval gnd instructing all in the service of the Abbey
to obey the Abbot-elect followed on the 8th of Julya(2)
after which 1meaé“rec?ivédhis gggss;nscip_podderﬁig;,

\

Church at the hands of the Bishop of Worcester and preggpt-_
ed to the Sacrisy of Worcester the customary cope and vest-
menﬁq_Q})

@gomag found the affairs ot»thengpbex,sgcgre'ag far
as Papal Confirmations could render it for, on the 2lst
of March 1220, Pope Honorius III had taken the Convent
and its possessions, egpecially the property given by Ro-
ger de Solers and the Chapels at Charlton and Postlip,
under his protection. (4)  On the 1lth of May in the
next year, the same Pope extended his protection particu-
larly to the menors of Twining, Sherborne, Ensfoné, Stan-
ton, Snowéhill; Halling, Haselton, Yamworth, Honeybourna,

s P. R. 1216~25. ps 204
ibid. p. 296

- Anngl. Mono ;VQ D. 415-
Landboc, Vol. II, 79-80.



Adelmington. Gharlton, and Rowell. (1)

yollowins Pregigely in the tootstepe of his prede~
,peggcr,,ppe.gew”Abbpt sgpn.pggggd_his_attenﬁion_to,the
‘benefice of Sherborne, and the Vicarcthere had his ingome

_8%11) further reduced in the mterests of the Abbey.

Sometime before, or early in }224,.. ‘be prevailed on Wil-
diam, Bishop of Worcester, to appropriate to the Abbey
two out of tpé_three,pgrts of.ali the t;&h@s,qi sheaves
ot already sbsolutely possessed by the monks for the
support of hospitality. The remaining third share was
_reserved to the Perpetual Vicar, together with a manse
and some land. /The Vicar was still, hQWeVQE;,QQ;d"#Qf
sponsible for the payment of the customary episcopal
dues;. but the Aidg, and the Procurations about the dédi—
cation of the Church were to be borne proppp;ioné;;y by
the Abbey and the Vicar.(2) “

The Prior and Convent of Worcester confirmed the
appropiiation, (3) as éid Pope Honorius III on thé,thh
December, 1224, (4) and Archbishop Stephen Langton in“
September, 1226. (5) By long standing custom the tithes
had been divided between the poor, church maintenance,
and the Vicar; but the approprigtion of the two-thirds
by the Abbey. left the unfortunate parish with only the

1bm 79=-6
4bid '279

(4 ) ib:\.d 280-1
&%) iBia, 279-80
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Vicar's share; and, as he had to meet some of the chuyrch
éxpenses out of his income, both he and the poorer people
were niqs:ifx worse off, for rarely did the distant monks
concern themselves with works of charity among the pa:iehé
oners, although Archhishop Stephen Langton had decreed
that the poor should not be defrauded out of their share
of the tithes. (1)

In the monks®' defence it must be conceded that they
_:were finding igqregsing diﬂfiéulty in meeting the cost
of the hospitality given not only to the humbler pilgrims
and travellers, but to more exalted personages who came
with odnaidexable entourages, among whom were the King.
'wheneven he chanced to de in the district, as he was in
June . 1252.(2) and the Bishop s Official, who might stay,
for perhaps eight days and expected accommodation within
the Abbey.
| Ag‘the;: 1ncome'wa§ derived ﬂpom vapious_sonr%ea..
each ofﬂwhiqh was alloéated for a_apecified purpose and
concerned. the monks were compelled to aeek additional _
revenue elsewhere, and so turned, according to the prevail-
ing monaaxic manner, to thosge 1livings in their patronase.

v.r T G. coqton, 'MEm,A,;;; "FPANQRAMA, |
f.andboc. I. xx.




Fhile the Compunity was thus providing for its
guests, the Abbot's prestige was greatly enhanced by the
King's grant, for his time.{usg#;'ad aepggem),_pfithe
‘Town of Winchcombe and the Hundreds of Kiftsgate, Hol-
ford, and Gretestan at an annual fee-farm rent of £50,
payable at Michaelmas through the Sheriff of Gloucester.
From the fact that this grant was constantly renewed it
may be purmised that the Abbot made a profit satisfac%ory
ﬁo himself. ..

At the same time the Manors.of Sherborne and Bleding-
ton were released from sﬁit at the Hundred snd County
Courts. (£) In 1227 and 1228, writs for the annual
payments were issued to the Abbot. (2) |

For many centuries the Abbots of the greater houses
hed taken their share in national and ecclesiastical
counci}s, but until the time of Abbot Thomas the activi-
ties of the Winchcombe,Abbote_haﬁe in this_regﬁecﬁ eScaped
notice, though, no doubt, they had been called upon to
bear their share of responsibility. However, in 1225,
Thomas was éahled\aWay on two ocgasions'ﬂo aﬁtend to busi-
ness of some~£mportance; the first of which was in con~

negction with the re-issue -0of the Magna Carta, for his.

ibid. pp. 148 and 207
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name is included émong the signatories. (1)

His_other_ipqrney took him to Northameoﬁ for the
fourth Pfovinelal Genera} Chapter of the Benediotine
order, which began on %eptembef 21st. (2) 1t was a
very poorly attended meeting as only fifteen Abbotis and
' Priors in all were there. (3)

These Chapters had been ordered to be oonvened every
tgfee_years_in each Province by the Eourﬁp_Lagerag_unnq;l'
in 1235, in order to briﬁg the hitherto almost unnonnected
Bepedictine monasteries into closer association. toAafford :

and po;;cg;and to ensure QhatAthe,Rgle wag enfqrcgd_gym

tnienpia;“visitaﬁions.by the monks themgelves, agvdisc;ncﬁ4 K

from, and additional to, the ordinary episcopal, visita~
tions, where made. (4) At every Chaptgr_ﬁwo.joxht Presi-
dents were chosen to hold office and power until the close
of the next Chapter, (5) and in later years Abbots of
Winchcombe bqppupgesidgd and acted as Visitors, . ©
During this rule several small properties passed
Anto thé possegsion of the Abbot. In two cases the poy-.
erty of the vendors compelled them tb gell to mhomas, who,

;élg Annal. Mon. J. 252 -
W. A, Pantini CHAETERS of the ENGLISH BLAGK
p .

Vol. 21 ‘and 293.
5{3) Trans. R. Hist. S. 4th Series, Vol. X. 1927, p.219.
f-4§ "ibid, p. 195.
{5) 1ibi4, 227



'18§‘u‘
it will be remembered, had already evinced the keenest
interest in and aéprqpia&ﬁoz}' of this type of B_&Waﬁiod_' 8
possibilities during that time in which he was Prior.

{he first person with whom he dealt was Idonea,
 Widow of Peter of Cutsdene, who had been,steadi;y making
away with her property for the five years preceding her

;negotiations with the Abbot. She was a lady with a woak-
ness for white horses, for in her previous sales to layb
men she alwaya demanded, as part of the price paid, a
white horse and harmess. (1) This equestrine predilec-
tion may not have been unconnected with Idonea's later
financial difficu;ties, for she was forced to sell an
acre of land near her dower-house for 4/- to the Abbot
in order to meet her expenses. (2) Not long afterwards,
in 1225, she was in financial trouble again, and this
time the dower-ﬁoﬂse had to be sold for her_lifef;mg.

To what extent the balf a mark end a half seem of wheat
met her needs is uncertain, but that was all the cautious
Abbot was'prepared %o pay for a tenure that he considered
might possibly be only too short. (3)

Thomas's other purchase was also made from a woman,
Basileé. a spinster. of Colstreet, Winchcombé,-who nanaged
to drive .a better bargain with the Abbot and raised two

%fg_ﬂiandboc, _-*_Ebh -5 T T
(3} 1bid, 3064 o
(3) ivia. 306 - 7. |




marks for her land in order to eage the situation. (h)
Thié ﬁeaceful reign was marred towérds its clese
' by reason of the friction that arose between the Abbey
and Henry de Cempden, Vicar of Winchcombes (2) If the
caqgghoﬂéthg trouble is obscure there was qertainlgbno ,
lack of pqplic@py in the mode by whicQ_Eennx_gave_;xpnes-
‘sjon to his annoyance, for he caused the bells of the
Chapel of St. Peter to be rung in so violent a manner
that the monks were'diéﬁnrbed durihg the;:_pbservance o:
the Canonical Hours. ipart frqm~th15'ﬁnaeem;y behaviour
he. .appé.ars ko have _pndv;ided.the Abbot with other causes
for complaint. ,».}Fn_fleeed, so tiresome did the Vicar be-
come that the matter was referred to ﬂzlgidme} e Pope,
Gregory 1X, delegated the Priors of Llanthony and St.
;sta1¢gs,and;§he_rurgl dean of Gloucester to daté;mine
the charge against the Jicar on the 7th of March, 1251. (3)
As nb;fupther réferences to the_g;oﬁﬁ}e aremigugd it_m§y
be that a compromise and settlement was arrived at that
left the monks to pray in peace. "
| AL ,
On the death of Abbot Thomas in 1232, (4) probably
shortly after the 10th of‘september; as on thét date the
! ‘{B ~Landboc, 11, 589+ ~
\e T. B, Meuging&Vies,“HANDBOOK to WIRCHCOMBE PARISH
CHURCH, P30, List of Vlcars.

| ng Landboc, - 1I. p. 139
B ) 4 A,nnal. MOn. IVO 04240
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King had renewed the grant of;the Town othtihcombe and

.the\three Hundreds -to: the Abbot, (1) Frior JOhn and the

Convent presented Henry of To@dington.1Sgcrisﬁ’of'the
Abbey, as the Abbot-elect. (2) - The royal assent to the
election was issued on the 12th of October;, 1232 with a
mandate to the Bishop of Worcester to proceed with the
matter. (3) By the 18th 6f the same month thngiShop(.
bad_confirmed the election and all was in order to the
royal satisfaction. (4) On Mid~Lent Sunday, 'Laetare
Jerusalem,' Abbot Henry received his Benediction at Wor-
cester_and gave to the,Sgcrist there'thelcqpe and vesﬁ-.

ment together with 40/- procuration.(5) . [

The King's visit to the Apﬁey on the 10th of‘gune,
1232, (5) has alreddy been noted, and he was there again
on the 29ths of May in the following year, (7) moving on
to Worcester ﬁhe next day, from whence he reissued the
grant of the Town and Hundreds for another four years
from Michaelmas next at a rental of £50. (8)

, Landboc, II. Pe XX, where 5th Report Deputy Keeper,
folio 70,cited.
Y C. Po Rb 1225—529 po 505 v

C. Re 1231-54, p.118" .

Atnal. Mon. IV, p.424, (The Landboc footnote, Vol.II.

p. XX is obv1oust in error in dating the benedlction

as in 1232.
. P. R. 1325-52. p. 479
lbid.| P 17



Perhaps, while he was at the Abbey, the building require-
'mentefwexefﬁadé #nowﬁ té_hi@,lgpr bn Aﬁgﬁst the,l@th; N
| 1233, the .King gave the Abbot twenty caks from the Forest

" of peap,ﬁwhighqiies_to“the south-west of Winchcombe
agross tpe$3§ver”$¢vern.,{i) Two years ;g&grra mandate
%o ;_the.‘,pons.@able. of St. Briayels was issued making -
angﬁher grant-og twice yhe_gumberrgﬁ ogks, (2) and again
in 1241, four more oaks were given by the King to thg
Abbey for roofing. (3) .Such gifts were no doubt very
welgcome, both to the Abbey and to the other monasteries
that received similar favours; but, in 1242, it was. the
Convent's turn to assist the needy King. 1In a letter
addressed to the Abbot, Henry III made it piain -_that he
expected a subsidy from him towardé the cost of the coming
campa?gn'in Gascony(4). This request appears to have
been ignored at first, but later a contribution of 15
marks was made.(5) |

| Erobab;y in accordance with tﬁe constitution‘of the
legate Otho, (6) the Abbeys of Evesham, G;oﬁoeater,

Tewkesbury, Pershore, Winchcombe 'et multae aliae per-

regnum Angliae' were dédicated'in 1?39;(?)_the Bishop

‘E’}' —%. R, 1251—34. D. 248

2 Ibid, 1234=37, pe 122

C. R. 1237-42, p. 431

Landboc, IX. xx. No references are given.
) V. C. H. Glos. II. p. 673 =. .0

7)  Matthew Pans. R. S. 1876, Vol II,I, p. 638
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Of Worcester, Walter de antilﬁpe, coming to Winchcombe -
for £H¥s purpose on the 18th of _Octbb_er. (l);

The Abbot and Convent were. commissioned’in 1242'to
examine into tbe election of John to the Priory of Great
Malvern. (2)

In 1247 Abbot Henry resigned, (3) but not bgfpré
he was disturbed in the last months of office by the
Vicar of-Winéhqpmbe, thaq*same H@nry'dgHCampden who,
having vexed ths'close of his p:edeceagqr's;reign by
ringing the bells, planned to enlarge the Chancel. of the
Parish Church by some twelve fget, and the soutb,ais;e.
t@eh inéoquete,'bg_ag addit;gg measuring thirﬁy'feet
by, twelve, thus threatgningvthé Abbey and public highways.
However, whenvtheizing eventually granted him leavg_tb
proceed with the work on September ﬁhé.hath,71246. he was
restrained from reducing the. Abbey 8 entrance to less
than thirty feet in widtp and the public thoroughfare to
less than eighteen, (4)

The various gifts received énd purchases made during

~ this reign were, like those of the previous Appgx's'ti@a;

ti) Annal,‘Mon. T, 112 ana.rv; h30
(2) 'ibid, iv, 434

;§3 ibid, X. 136 and IV, 438

A4 Co R, 1242-47. Ps 462
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ne;pper spectacular nor nqggrous, but,thgy serve rather
to indicate, together with the absence -of expensive
lewspits and demands, a time of quiet prosperity and
steady expansion. ; 7

' In 1235, William, son of Eustace, released to the
Abbey a mill and yardiand in the field at C;iyqlgy.ﬁf)
JEQVe,yearsllater,.Hugh de?coionces gave a messuage,
croft, end four half-acres in two fields ap Enstone;(2)
and xhe_Abbot.suéeeeded in letting 41 acres of assart in
Alne Wpod to Robert de Bosco for.EGZgja year and an in-
going fine of three marks. (35" Thé mgét valuable gift'
came to the Abbot in 1245, fiom Jobn, the son of John
the Knight of'Sherborne, who gave a'dwelling house near
to Bt. John's Chapel there, together with foﬁf acres and
a plot, and followed this up with énother gifﬁ‘of nine

more acres shortly afterwards. (4)

ibid, 174 -5
ibid, 530 -1
ibid, 233-4, and 235

g% I,andbo‘c;fl— ."19""1”0-v '
3



CHAPTER MINE

The resignation of Henry ét Toddington Was made
known %o the King éﬁ Clarendon on the 10th of July,
1247, by the\qélrages,Sagrisp and Almoner, by whom
licence was given to the Community to proceed with the
election of a successor. (1) Thereupon the monks fade
choice of John Yanworth, the Celdupor,whose election re-
ceived the royal assent with a writ 'de intendendo' to
the tenénts of the Abbey on the 26th of the same month.(2)
The new Aﬁbot was blessed. at Worcesfer;by the Bishop of
Hereford, acting for the-Dioceaan, later in thé same
year; giving to the Cathedral Sacrist the‘usual alb,
cope and chasuble, together with the 40/- procupéticn.CB)
Presumably John Yanworth was a fairl& young mah
when he commenced ‘his reign, for he held the office
for thirtyhfive years before retiring. In his earlier .
days he displayed all the ambition and vigqur of youth
which gave placé_in later 1life to a more mature judge-
ment enabliﬁg him to steer the House ﬁhrough those
troubles thé%,oame upon‘it and to ﬁin for himgelf a
degree of recognition beyond his own dopains.

On the lOth of August, 1249 he and the Augustinian

‘TIy C. P. R. 1252—47, p. 504
(2¥ 1ivid, p. 505° .
(3)  Aonal. Mon. I, 136 and IV. 438
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Ahbob of Girencester arrived at a settlement concerning
their respective legal rights in the Manors of Haselton
and Yanworth, whereby the Hundred Court of the Abbey of
Cirencester was to take cognizance of all thieves arrested
on the Manors and the Abbot of Winchcombe lodge the
|q1rencegper_pailgxfe at their annual View of Frankpledge;
but all amercements for concealuent, all defeults, ail
pleas of bloodshed and of bue and cry,‘together with
waifs taken in the Manors, were secured by the Abbot of
Winchcombe. (1)

The next year was marked by the very entefprieing
purchase of the Manor of Dry Maraton from the Prior of
Coventry. [The price agreed wpon was perhaps injudicious-
1y high, 1130 marks (£753. 6. 8.) and an annuel,rent of
£1 together with a day and a night!e,accommodafion for
the foventry Bailiff and his three horses when that offi--
cial came for the_Court Leet., The Prior, it may be |
noted, did not include either the petronage of the living
or the smutana in the sale. (2)

In the meanWhile members of another°0rder had been
introduced into the district by Richard, Farl of Corn-
wall, uncle to the King. These were cgetercian monks
from Beaulisu in Hampshire, who eettled at Hayles just

'(-I‘g‘ '-rLandboc ~I1. p. 380.
(2 The King confirmed this on Oct. 20th, 1250. 1b1d,
© I1,11-13
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.‘bqure.qohn IanwortﬁﬁwaslelectqégAbpot, (1) They
stea@iiy proceeded with the building of. a great Aﬁbby
_and Church there, almost within éight 6f Winchcombe,

The completion .of the essential portions of this;brogght;
the King and Queen to Winchcombe for the dedication om
the 5th of Nov. 1251 by Walter de Cantilupe, Bishop of
Worcester, who was assisted by the Bishops of Ely,
Linco}ln, London, Norwich, Sarum. Exeter, Chichester,
Bath and Wells, St. David’s, Rochegter and St. Asaph.

On the next day the King and the twglve Bishops return—
ed to Winchcombe for a conference at which thqy agreed ‘
to send an envoy, John of Cheba, a prudent and discreet
man, to the Holy See to seek protection against the

| visatorial powers claimed by Boniface of Savoy, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. The Bishops entered into an.
agreement with this envey by which he was to receive
’3QO marks for his expepseé and ﬁgla;j,[;g hg was success—
fulj bnx, in the event of his meeting with failure, his
remuneration was limited to .£100. (2)

When the,General Chapter of the Benedictine Order
met at Oxford, on either March the 50th or April 7th,
1253, John-xanwopth was among thé 35 Abbots and Priors
F‘g Founded June 1/%h, 1246, W. O« Bs.

Jandbog,’ I;zx—xxi,(citing Report of ghe-ﬂ. Hisgt.
MSS. Qomm._appendix,. 58.)




present, 25 ofhers sent excuses by their proxies and
1 failed_tO‘dq.eithep,.(l) It was during thié Chapter
that the Abbét_ was gppointed to be Visitor to the monas-
teries of thq_Oéder in the dioceses of Sarum, Exeter and
Bath. (2) | . |
At home the Abbot and Convent were in financial
difficulty. Véry posgibly the'rqcent Dry Marston ven-
ture was pressing ﬁeavilynupon their resources and com—
pelling them to take stock of their other commitments,
in particular the various injurious- agreements into
wﬁich theynhad entered previouély. An appeal to Rome,
for release from some of thesejbrdught. on the 4th of
January 1254, a mandate from Pope _Alexa#de.,r IV author-
izing the Abboﬁ of Tewkesbury to revoke all adverse
grants of farms made by the Convent on long leases, for
life, or in perpetuity {(3)

o Almost four yegrs later the Abbey was still experi-
encing trouble, partly due to the difficulty encountered
in the collection of the tithes, for the same Pope order-
ed these to be fully rendered in his QQﬁfirmation of
December 22nd, 1257. Amohg the other possessions se-
cured to the community were the patronage.of St.,Peter!s

'Ei? Trans. R. Hi8G. Se 40D SOriess VOL. X. 210.
2) Pantin, CHAPTERS of the ENGLISH BLACK momcs Vol. I,

P
(3) Landboc, 11, 87-88




K

Church, Winchcombe, witﬁ the tithes, houses, lands,etc.
thege; the vills of Charlton Abbots, Stanton, Spowshill.
Halling, Yanworth,'Sherborne; Blédington, Twinipg, Cotes,
Naunton, Frampton, Cow-Honeybourne, Admington and Pry-
Marston; the patronage of the,Qhapéls of Gretton and
Postlip together with the tithes there and in the Manor
of Spdeley, as wéll as the'2(¥ per apnum rent in Didbrook
Church. |
4t was also decreed 4in the same document that no

Chapel or Opatory was to be built without the consent
of tnejgishop_ér.gonveﬁt. saving the Pope's privileges,
thereby breventing‘a recurrence of the troubles that had
a:isen,gtuthe time of the erection oquayles $hpfob.

- Jresh exactions, both c¢lerical and lay, were forbidden,

b

and rapine, theft, arson, bloodahed, rash se.izure_;
slaughter and violence prohidited. (1) The demand for
a Ytwentieth! for the Crusade was -resisted_ by the Bishop
of Worcester who issued a writ to the Collectors in .
January 1269. forbidding them to exaot from religious
persons and to desist from the same on the Abbot and
Convent of Winchcombe. (2) No doubt the impoverished
monks had complained to their Diocesan.
But in Janvary of.the next year the sporadic nebeié
(IEEEEEBEET—TTT-gizgf (Gotes;wﬁaunton”ana‘FEampfbn.ére
all "in-Winchcombe,")

(2JRegister of Bishop Godfrey Giff.‘ard, Worcester His’c.
Sdcty. 1902. I Willis-Bund. Vol. IT. p.31-32

/
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lion of the fol;qweré of the Xate -Simon de Hontfort compel-
led the same Bi9h0p.£o call upon ﬁhe‘Abbots of: Winchoombe.
Bristol, Gloucester, Tewkesbury, Pershcre and Llanﬁhony“"ﬁo
raise as many men as possible withont delay, anmed and with
horses, to resist those who wish to impugn the eccleésiastical
liberty and subvert the kingdom." (1)

Whatever may have been the response and parﬁ_pléyediby
those loyal citizens and churchmen in the campaign, by the
end of that Summer all was at peace as far aé‘the Abbot and
 Convent were qonderned, for they Joined, on Holy Rood day,
with their neighbours of Hayles in celebrating the inaugupa-
tion of the relic of the Precilous Bldod'sivén to Hayles Ab-
bey by Edmund, som of the founder; a gift that was destined
to make the shrine in which it was housed one of the SQPerat
centres of pilsriqage in the land and prove a valuable 69urce
of revenue to the monks for centuries. (2) About the same
time the Bishop of Worcester for ever settled what had once
been the occasion of qpnsiderabig-disqord_when he ordained
the Vicarage of Hayles in the possession of the Abbot and Con-
vent of Hayles. (3)

(2) Trans. XXIII, 278.

(li Register of Godfrey Gifferd, Vol. II. p.44
(3) Register of Godfrey Giffard, Vol. II. 42



The year 1271 was important, for Abbot John Yanworth,-
with.Abbot William Vhitchurch of Eveshém - presided at the
General Chapter of their Ordgr held at Oxford on the 12th
of April. (1) His duties included the déspatéh of a letter
to the Abbot and Convent of RamSey on September 22nd 1271,
commanding obedience to the Statutes of the General Chap-
ter. (2) = Apart from his absence from Vinchcombe demanded
by this and other Chapters, the Abbot appears to have jour-
neyed beyond the seas in c. 1255, (3) and to have attended
Parlisment, to which he was summoned in 1264. (4)

Reference is made in 1275 to the &onastic library, for
on the 20th May, the Abbot granted a mark a year from the
rent of Cow—Honeybourne Chapel, paid by Evesham Abbey, for
"the repair of our books" and for thé larger support of
the Precentor (ad librorum nostrorum emendacionem ét offi-
cii sui.uberiorem sustentacionem).u(5)

- In the next year the aged and bankrupt Reetor of
Twining and Bledington placed himself and his affairs in
the hands of the Bishop. He was indebted to mmhy credi-
tors whom he could not pay. (6) .

1) Chapters of the Upglish Black Tionks, Vol. T. 58, and
Annals. Mon. II, 110, and IV, 460
Chapters of the English Black lionks, Vol. I. p.58

(2

(3) €. R. 1254-6. D.206-7
45I~ ibid, 1264-8, p.85
6

Landboc, II. p.540 .
V. C. H. p.15, (citing Register Godfréy Giffard. 86.)
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He seems to have served the Lady Chapel-of.W1qohcombe and to
have had a lodging in the monastery. The Bishop decided
that;, "as his matuie‘age merited a rést from labour," the
Abbot. should receive his rents, maintain him in food and wine,
raiﬁent. shoes and bed clothes, and let him ﬁave his lodging
in?the monastery. The Abbot should also provide a clerk to
' say thev"hpurs“‘with the Rector and a éroom and boy to wait
on him, He was to satisfy the Rector's creditors, cause the
Churches to_be'propérxy served and bear all the charges; @D)
During the cloging years of this Abbot's reign a;pgdy Chapel
was under construction in the Abbey Cemetery;' Bj about 1280,
it would seem that the completion of this work was well within
sight as grants of money to provide A;ﬁaﬁ lights were recorded
abouﬁ;thig tige; Adam, son of WilliaQ Golemon. gave the Prior
12d a year from his oven for that purpose,(2) and similar sﬁmg
were forthcoming from Joan, Osbert Turpin's widow, (3) and
from Henry Draﬁé._charged on his father's land in North Street,
Winchcombe. (&) | |
y

The long reign of Apbot John Yanworph,qlosed_with his

‘¥%g 'V}'Q; K;np} 15. citing Register Godfrey Gifferd, 86

'ad sustentationem luminaris in Capella, ad honorem
Bjusdem Genetricis, in Cimiterio;Winchecumbe_inchoqta."

Liandboc I, 245-6,
(3% ibid, ‘246-7
A4 ibid, 245. (Perhaps the Chapel was complete by this
* time as it is no longer termed ‘inchoata.’ '
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xealgnation sometime before the middle of Ootober, 1282. (1’
. His gterm of office has been described as "marked by reckless
expenditure,” and the assertion made that du:ing it "land
was acquired at all costs." (2) However, with the possible
exception of the costly purchase'of the Manor of Dgy1Mérs$on
in 1250, I am unable to trace eny transactions that could
warrant’ this accusation. Indeed, the amount of property
recelved, in addition to the above Manor, of which there 1s
_any record, ié $uépris;ng;y small when the length df the
reign is taken into account. Coneideration of the follow-
ing exgmples, tbough not absolutely exhaustive, will serve
to illﬁstraﬁe the nature of such acquisitions and show that
the monks' property could not have increased to any consid-
erable dégree during the period under examination. |
' In 1255, the Abbey exchanged with John de Solers for
the house of Thomas of the Ash their yardland in Postlip
Chapel, (3) but it is to be doubted if they secured a great
bargain from the layman as he had been disputing the L@ng
established settlement of Postlip with the monks some'three
years 5eforé; ' The Bishop's Commissary had been called in,
aﬁd he confirmed the.Abbey }n pqssession 'of the tithes of
the mancr there and the profits of the Chapel - the monks
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‘having to £ind a resident Chaplain. (1) \

 For 17 marks paid, in fhe same year to the hard pressed
;Bichard; son of Walter de}Luton. he surrendered his tenement
at ﬂase}ton held ox the Abbey for eight years. {2) ‘

About the same Hime William Dungeden, for the good of
his own and heim® souls, gave a Gwelling house and. walled

- .cuptilage, andha,1;$tie.1ater,relegsed-éll_wigh$ in his tene-
ment at g;igeley. Apparenp}y this property did not cost the
Abbey anything. (3) | .

' [An 1261, John &e la Héye granted the Convent in,frapkal—
mo¥@gneil0/- a year rents, and the A;mbner a further 6/- rent
and-éppoipxed,yaater, thelﬁlerk; his Attorney to pnt.the
Abbot in_seiain'onVSeptembgr the-iugh,:laél._gu)

Fbur'years later -William Doﬁbing and Henry'the_ﬂower
sold 1and called 'Edri&hesmede' at Gothurst, Yanworth, to the
Abbot for 6 marks; 'pne of which was paid as deposit, the
balance to follow on completion; power of distraint for fault
being within the Jufisdiction of the_bailiffs'of'Cirenoester.g5} '
The other shaieholders:in Ed:ichesmede. Henry and Alice de

'Géthnrst, also confirmed their portions in frankalmoigne about
the same timed(6) B |
{3J Tandboo, I. p.86

1b1d’ IX, 376.

ibid, IX. 199

ibid, I, 396-7

ivig4, II, 365
ivid, II, 363

o For




Property, in Winchcombe was acquired about 1270; a messu-
age being remitted by William de Vel, and a messuage with
garden, ggrd. and shrubs near Capun's lane given in frank-
almoigne and in consideration of 20/-, by John gptycru.(;)

| In 1278,'che Rector of Mickleton aﬁd the Abbey brought

their dispute about the tithes of Hidcote before the Bishop
of'@§rcester. Godfrey Giffard, who ruled, on July l4th, thét,
the Rectors should pay the Abbeyd6/— a year at Winchcombe
Fair in lieg'of-ﬁitﬁesﬁon the o}d demesne of the Abbey in-
the Parish, under pain of contributing 4/- to the Cathedral
building fund. The Abbey was qnitzéf the 4/- previously
pald to the Bectprs,(a) ‘Iﬁ is to be doubted whegheg.the

Convent gained anything by: this decisfon other than coﬁvenif'
l ence and assurance or receipts.

mwo messuages in Winchcombe: were received c. 1280, fpom,
Adam, the»sgn-oﬁ.Rgiph the sumpter-man; one near the spall
mesdow! and the che: én the co;ner pﬁ Mill St:eeg-andwﬁhe ‘
south side of Giouceater Street, 1nﬁ£:anzalmoishg;{3)- CA
little later another messuage infﬁgy;985§treét_wa§ given g&
Amice, the dapghter of Gilbert, the Smith of Hayles. (&)

~ About the same time John Bolur of Cliveley in Enstone
gave his messuage there and 29 acres to the Abbey, sawins a

(T3 Landboo, II, 3955
ggi 1bid, Y. 135«6
L4

ibid, II, 400-1.
ivid. ITI, 403-4
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rent of 2/4 paysdle to Boger de Gardino. (1)

Another of those freguent and unprofitable disputes con-
cerning tithe arose between the Abbots of Hayles and Winchcombe,
which was settled on July 11th 1280, by which Hayles paid 2/-

a year in lieu of the hay tithe on the land known as Kentis-
mede.(2) l ' '

If it is true that Abbot John Yenworth left the Abbey
in debt to the extent of 930 marks (3) then the reason for
the adverse balance must be sought elsewhere then in 'reqkless
- expenditure! and the purchase of lands 'at all costs,' for
as it has been seen the above acquisitions did mot cost any
more than 24% marks, plus the legal and litigation charges
when resqrt'waé made to the Bishop. Moreover it is scarce-
ly conceivagble that so large a,puxéhase as that of Dry-Marston
could have been entertained—lightly and without the least
hope of its paymenx being met and made good within a reason-
able time. |

It is when we tur; to consider those demands that were
made upon the Abbey and the tosses that it sustained, all of
which were most probably unforeseen by the Abbot and Convent,

%zg“ Tandboc, il. 172-3

ibid, 294.
V. €. H. 6?7
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that we shall perhaps discern some of: the peasons for the
‘adverse ‘balance on the long reign.
| On March 2nd, 1251, the year following the purchage of.
Dry-Marston, the Hundreds of Winchcombe, Holford and Kifts-.
- gate passed out of the hands of.the Abbot into the keeping
of RiQhagﬁ de Cromhal, the Sheriff, (1) and on the 8th of
July, 126'1;, the Hundreds, with the Manor of Winchcombe and
Gloucester Gastle were given to Matthias Bezil. (2) . Thus
the Abbot was deprived of such advantages as had accrued to
him by reason of the keeping of the Hundreds immediately
after he and the Convent had committed themeelves to their
greatest outlay.

At is not surprising that the King had to pardon the
Abbot for his lack of support, due to sundry debts, in,the
campaign against Scotland im 1255. (3) But the recognition
of those diffiéqities did not prevent the King from demanding
further help from the Abbey for the war againstjﬁ&lesnénVlZBé.(Q) :
nor from pressing urgently for payment again in 3260.(5)

| Azyéar later thirty-six Abbots, including Winchcombe,
. were requested to farnigh help by the morrow of St. <ﬂartin{:(6)
. a demand that was again repeated in 1263(7) and 1n Fhe Follow-
ing. year. £8) |
Do, Tasect pate T
~ Ge Re 1258<6. p2ely Pp. 133-4
ibid, 1256<9,p.295 ,
ibig, 1259—6&, 19)

~ibid, 498-9
ibid, 12614, ps 305 .
379
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Prince Edward's engagements with the remnants of the
de Montfort survivors around Northampton and Axholm in 1266
called for another 'aid,' this time for 40 marks from the

Abbot. (1) For a space after this we have no record of
further demends, until October the 1lth, 1271, when the fb- ~
- bot received quittance for his payment of the. 20th demanded.(2)
On July 4th, 1277, the King had to be content with, and
grent the Abbot quittance for, £40, which was all that he
could pay of the £53. 6.8. reguired for fwojknights' fees
for the Welsh war. (3) | |
Apart from these oft recurring and unexpected demands
for aids in the warg, the King had to be entertained at least
twice'during the:péfiod'and at no small expense¢ to the Abbey.
'The.fiﬁst vieit was made iﬁ November 1251, when he and the
Queen stayed from the Sth (#) until at least the 7th. (5)
The other occasion was on April 16th, 1265, (6) and he was .
still there on the 26th. (7)
In return for all these outgoihga to their monarch and
‘patrbﬁ the monks received very iittle indeed§d In 1251, the
King granted the Abbey Free Warren or the righﬁ.to take game
on their own manors, but not from the royal forests; but
| (1) ©C. K. 1265=8., p. 171-2,  From the Bishop of Tondon
L 260 marks were demanded, and from Cirencester Abbey

60.1ibigd,
(2§{ C: P« R, 1266-72. D 577

$)) %andggc, II, 229—500, ditto dated the previous day, ibid,
I, 218..

(-4 CQ Po Rd 1247‘5&. po_ 117

55‘~‘Landboc, I. xxi

(6 ibid, xxii

(7)  C.P.R. 1258-66, p.470



thia_concéssiqn cost them £10. (1) waever, the King did .
grant them oaks from the Eorest of Dean, 10 in 1251 'ad
reparacionem cujusdam aule sue,' (2) and six more on February
8th, 1282, (3) | |

A more‘supatant@él and timely relief came, nqt from thg
King; but by-the,ggneroéiﬁy of‘ﬁobert.dg Gynnes to whom the
Convent had been paying thatrent of £9 a year for thgirﬁMa&L
ors‘of'Hﬁlling, Haselton, and Yanworth, in the stead of the
Advocates_gz Bethune. 1Qn March 13¢h, 1251, he quitclaimed
this rent (4) and the Inspeximus and Confirmation of the
Charter by the King £ollowed on May lOﬁh, in ths same year.(5)

fwo gther grants may be mentioned here, although thqy
did not alter the situation to any great degree. The first,
was the fét buck that Adam le Despenser bound himself on
‘Méy S5th, 1261'ﬁ3 deliver annually to the anyegt.fbr the
hamlet of Bradenston, (6) Though of no great intfinsic
'worth it was probadbly appreciated for a day or so by .thoge
who were respbnsible'xor feeding the community.  The other
was of more value but, as it did not fully devolve‘to the
Abbey until the expiration of a life interest, could have
proved of iittle assistance to the hard pressed Abbot. Wil-
liam of Cheltenham bequeathed to the Convent his houses in
gl' Imndboc,‘i“ﬁ§

-

3 Calo 0. R. 1279-880 Po 148
24. Cal. Gherter R, 1226-57. p. 359-60
-\ 2 - L&Dﬁboc » II . p « 110-112
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Smith Street, Gloucester, on cogdition that the monks found

a secular priest to pray for his soul and that of his widow

iQ the Church of St. Mary le Crypt Gloucester. The monks
bound themselves to do this to the Rector of that Church.:
Aldith, the widow, had a life interest in the property, but
by an agreement between her and the Abbey. on Sept. 29th,‘
1274 she was to hold the houses for a rose presented on St.
John Baptist's day, and to keep the buildings in repair at
a charge not exceeding a mark a year. ?he also undertook
to find the 4bbot; and brethren, or others on business in °
Gloucester, board and odging in the houses. In return the
Convent paid her 2QZ~ a yeéb. (1) '

There can be little doubt that the Abbot and Convent,
having durdened themselves with their early costly venture,
were. forced into increasing difficu@ﬁies by the constantly
recurring demands madé upon tneqiby the King énd the Papacg?
and that the acquisjtionsof the time did not meet the extra
expenses. Money had to be raised b@_sqme means, SO J@hq
Yanworth resorted to selling corrodigs from at least 3271,
onwards. For ﬁarying sums 1ﬁ_ga§h or kind, he undertook to
provide for the payers' worldly rquiremenﬁg for the rest of
their lives. . The scheme amounted to something very similar

‘%o ‘the modern purchase of 1ife annuities. It bad, from the
XTI Tandbec, d. 116-B —— —
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Lonvent!s standpoint , the advantage of providing ready cash

or assured income from propérﬁy when 1t was most needed in

return for just one more person to maiﬁta&n amgng'the large

number of those whose lives were spent in one capagity or
anqthér in the Abbgy. But.when the number of corrodians
gréw.$o become quite a 1Arge proportion of the eemablishment
the situation changed. Eyery fresh 'gueéu{ meant_ﬁhgt there
was‘léSS to spere for the monks ard might well meen that the
community would be unable to receive fresh members. |

.It has been said that "at Winchcombe in 1282 the 45
monks had to pay 15 corrodies, or as much as would have raised
their own conventual numbers to 604" (1) but I aﬁ unable
to trace anytping like this number of corrbdians up to the
end of the reign, nor can I discover the strength of the
comnunity with such exactitude. The following corrodies
were. hcweverw granted during the last eleven years oﬂ the
Abbot's rule. ‘

On August 15th 1271, John West gave the Abbot,his messu-
ase and tenement in Yanworth. together with all his land for
the following corrody for ﬁimselﬂ and his wife who were al—
lowed g,nguse free in the town with dovecote and garden, and
daily:-»two monks' loaves, and one eaquire's. two £lagons bf
ale, two dishee of "free servants"'fare in the Abbov's Hall.

o G. gAGOodlton, FIVE CENTURLES of RELIGION; Vi T,
Ps ‘ T |
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two seamsléf firewood weekay. common for a cow in the Ab-
bp;?s,Pasturé; and a robeAfor,John‘or_B/-’and a like sum

- for his wife. IF é@ﬁher dded ﬁa@f the above ceaged except-
ing the house, the pasture and half the firewdod. (1)

About the same time John, son of Jopn the Knishx of
Shexrborne, whose former gitt to the Abbey has been noted,(2)
snxrendered all the land remafining to him in exchange for
a coprody. It was, in his case, a wise decision as he\ )
~had been slowly parting with his property for 3eéra; two |
sales at least being due $o preséing need for money. (3)
He bargained to receive a 16;# and a gallon of ale and one -
dish of flesh or fish daily; a robe a yeaf; half a mark, .
in two instalments, for 1inen and shoe leather; and the .
services of a waiting lad when too o0ld or infirm to dine .
with the Abbot's_aervantsa It would,appear that he had a ..
wife living.whoﬁ the monks were prepared to entertain at .
Winchcombe far.not'more than tw§ days at a time, perhaps -
twice or thrice a year. (4)

For faithful service and the payment of ten marks,
Nicholas Howe received eigbt bushels of gnain when away from
the Abbey on the Convent's business but, when disabled, the ~'ﬁ
gpomiee of a monkts loaf, a flagon of ale, and a dish,@rpm\
& Inandboc_mTandb II} 321~-5 e
see above, p.EB, N

Landboe, II,.1527- 7-8 »  23%-a0 7
ibid, I. 122, and IT, 240 : .
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the Abbot's kitchen daily, but. no éorn,'toggbher with half
a mark.a_year for a iobe. }ﬁThis-grant_dated.from Jan. 29th,
1274. (1)) (On June 19th, 1276 a married couple were admitted
to fraternity-and every boon. TFor the payment of 55 marks
down, were promised two loaves, two noggins of ale, two
dishes of pulse and of flesh, fish or eggs, or in Lent ten
hergingsi' If either died, half of the gorrody ceased, except
the conécling two gallons of ale. (2)

The much more expensive corrody of Elias de Foxcote,
the Abbey Steward, in December, 1278 brought him more elabor-
ate_accomquatiqn. He pald one hundred marks and gave all
his land in Sherborne. [Jhis, and his faithful service, so-
cured him maintépance of better quality, such as the Ctllmrer
enjoyed. :ﬁié robe was %o cost 20/-, at the AbSQy'e charge.
During his residence at the chamber built at his own cosd |
hear the.@bbey'gate, a groom and horse would be kept_tom ﬁ4m |
at’ the/(c1larorts and a seam of wood delivered on Saturdays.(3) -~
His brother also secured a corrody abont this time. £4) (On
Jaﬁuary 22nd of the same year, the Abbot entered into a cove-
nent withiMastewgwhlﬁer Hereford, a mason and.zaiwhfu; servant,
whereby his se¢v&cés‘were secured to the Abbey exclusively, -
saving théwKiﬁg}s work. = He was to receive.,apparently with-

(1) Landboc, I, i21-2
:g ibid, 124

ibid, 124-6
- ¢d) 1vid, 126
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3
out paying a deposit, accomodation as did the Abbey's chief
servants, and, 'when confined-bo'his chamber, hiS'food was-
to be taken to him. ‘Two grooms weré to be kept for him
when working; but oniy one when in continual sickness. He,
too, was to build a chamber at his own expense, but the Abbot
undertook to find the timber and stone. Fuel and from two
to sii candles nightly, were also provided. (1) Walter
Hereford's services were at the disposal of the Abbey for
a very long time, as, thirty years later, he very generons;y
paid all the costs of the appropriation of Enstone Church.(2)

These>nine'baying-guests énd their servants brought in
at least ;65 marks when sorely needed; but, on the whole,
it is to ﬁe doubted whether that sum and the unspecified pro-
perty really paid the monks for the ofttimes lengthy survi-
val of their pensioners and the friction and inconveniencé
that was bound to arise'from the‘presence of so many lay
people among the monks. ‘ |

The times were against tﬁe Abbot, but at least he ha@
secured property to the Abbey, and against the alleged deﬁt
which he 1eft his successor to clear off John Yanworth could
‘show the Manor of Dry-Marston, an extra Chapel, and houses
and 1and§ around Winchcombe and the more distant domains of
the Abbey; achievements that did not escape the approving

notice of his contempories. (3)
\

Ei ~ Landboc, 1. 136 ,
2 Worc. Epis, Regis. Orlton. fol. 36 and Landboc II 1xiii
(3 Annals. Mog. IV. 485, "who secured many good things

- Tor his house."
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Possibly, because the Community realized the advantages

of a long and able rule such as they had experiegced under
30hn Yanworth or that their choice wgs limited because the
men with long administrative experience had failed to outlive
the old Abbot, the monks chose snother young man to succeed
‘him, a man who was destined to hold the office for more than
thirty-one years.

. This was the same Walter de Wickewane, (of Childs Wickham)
the Abbey Cellarer, who, with Walter v!yxit, had journeyed to
Rhuddlan to inform the King of the vacancy and to obtain,
on 13th Oct: 1282, licence to elect. (1) fThe Convent lost -
little time'in reaching a decision, fdr exacflyha_week later
Bishop Godfrey Giffard appointed a Commission to confirm the
election of Walter de ickewane. (2) The royal mandate to
the escheatbr, the Sheriff of Gleucester, to»reétore the
temporalities to the Abbot-elect was 1ssued on 5th Fovember.(})
and, shortly afterwards, he received his Benediction at Vor-
cester.  If the Sacrist thore considered the present of a
oope and red chasuble embroidered with lions, to be of lit-
t;e'valge, ‘parvi prétii,' no doubt, that Official's fellow
monks were more bhtisfied with the 'dollium' of wine -.costing“
f—li C. P. . 1281-02, D.37 |

€2 : Reg. Bishop Godfrey Giffard, 180
3 c. P- RQ 1281-92. - 9

2
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the Abbot of Winchcombe 40/~ - provided for their
- customary celebration on the Benediction of a new Abbot
to one of the monasteries in the diocese. (1)
The appointment of Abbot Walter de Wickewane was in
. every way excellent as he was gifted with tremendous ener-}
gy and sound dusiness ability, so that, under his_direction,
the Abbey flourished to a degree hitherto unattained and _
certainly unsurpassed or even equalized by his successors
- during the next century. - This prosperity was to be seen
in the building undertaken, the marked improvement iﬁ re-
venue receipts and the general well-being of the community.
Moreover, all this was not achieved by amassing debts; on
the qontrary.'not only did he manage to discharge ail that
was owing when he assumed office, but he left his Abbey
financially secure despite considerable contributions to
King and Pope, the many royal-pensioners imposed en the
o House and several protracted and expensive disputes.
| During the first year or so, Walter de Wickewane appeare
to have done nothing very noteworthy. Probably he was
taking stock of the position and concerning himself with
the Abbey property for the rent of the fullers' and corn
mills at Cliveley was raised from 28/- paid in the time of
1) Annal. Mon. IV. 484 and 485, '




Adbot Ralph, (1) to 30/- a year about this time, (2) and
yhis méy indicate the general trend‘where small broper-
ties were changing tenants.

In July 1284, the first of the new Abbot's troubles
‘came wupon him. Robert de Gretton, the Perpétual Vicar
of Sherborne, informed the Bishop that he could not re-
side at his Vicarage for fear of death ahd'dread of hié
enemies. He had been there but a.little while, for it
was as recently as ?ebruary 1279, that Robert's predeces-
sor, Robert of Aston, had begh preéented to that Vicarage
by the Aﬂ%ot and Convent. (3) Possibly the unpopularity
of the apprqpriation of the living by the Abbey found
expression among the parishioners in hostility towards
the Vicars who'were sent there. The Bishop s solution
was to make the Abbey provide Robert with his maintenance
and find a priest who was able to re51de and keep the
house im repair. f4) | |

- If the Abbot found difficulty at the time in securing
a men sufficiently courageous to go to that dangerous
cure he would have experieficed less trouble in doing

80 two years later, as he then had a cleric ch his hands

See above p. 69,

Landboe, II. p. 189 : /
Regis. Godfrey Giffard, p. 104

ibld, 242 _
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to-whom he was bound to pay a pension of 20/- a year until
the Convent found the man a béneficea(l)lf-is not clear
concerning that clerk's standing in Qrders, but it may.
have been he whom the Abbot wished to present to'Twining-

' four months later (Septomber l286);_and to have him excused

from receiving Priest's Orders, as the Blghop was enquiring
into the Abbot's reasons for such a request at this time. (2)
On Lady Day, 1288, another cleric entered into his reward
for 'past labours, protections and well deservings in hard
matters.' - This was Nicholas de Munham whose services
wéreAstill desired. He was promised a competent benefice
of not less than 20 marks iﬁ value and, until he neceivéd .

it, he was to have that sum from: the Abbot as well as. pri-

- vate accommodation for himself, two servant lads and two

horses, and in addition 40/- for a rbbe. Under such fa-
vourable circumstances the Clerk must have deemed himself
far better off in the Abbey than-he was likely to be in a
Iiving with its many oﬁtgoings,(})

' In the meantime, two disputes had apisen'concepnina
tithes. On March 24th, 1287 the Convent referred the mat-
ter between Nicholas de-Devizes, Vicar of Winchcombe, and
themselyes to the Bishop, Godfrey Giffard. (4) The Vicar
submitted his case to the Bishop at. Kempsey on March Bch

(l Landboc’ ie ié‘ 8

{2) 'Regis. Godfrey Giffard, 295
gﬁ Landboc, I, 266

(4 ibid, 267-8



in the next year. £1) Cn the next day Godtrey Giffard |
managed to. arrive at a compromise settlement by which the

“Ahbey recedved all sheaves and hay ¢ithes, lambs, and

iiving death duties; the small tithes from Iittlemead
and Longcroft went to the Abbey as . well, if they built

- on it. The Vicar's portion was the emall tithes, obla-

tions, obventions end wool. If his source of income
faiied to provide £10 a year,'the Apbot undertook -to make
good the deficit.£2) | I

This ordinance received confirmation, after inspec-
tion, from the'Prior and Chapter of Worcester on the Feast
of the Translation of S. Wulstan, 1298. (Jan. 19th) (3)

When,in ' March iBOO,-a sharp oontro#ersy raged between
the Bishop and the Prior dbefore Robert of Winchelséy, .
the Archbishop of Canterbury, this settlemenﬁ and the con-
firmation provided the second of the thirtybsix charges
againat the Blshop. In the :legatine Constitutions of
Gardinal Ottobont in 1268, it was forbidden to appropriate.V

any. parish church to a monastery unless it was plainly

oppressed by the burdens of poverty or there was some law-

ful cause. The Prior and Convent maintained that the

appropriamdon-had taken place at the false suggestion of
certain persons, and that they had consented %o it in

'(1 ‘Eandboc, X. 268
g 4ibid, 2701

ibid, 268 and 272
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error.(1) . The Bishop enswered that he had merely mediated
in a dispute touching debated portions, to the profit and
peace of both parties and.that he.had secured ﬁg tﬁe Vicar !
a steady income. (2), The Papal Confirmabion was granted
on July i5th, 1291 by Nicholas IV, (3) and there the matter
regted until the complete and final appropriqfion in»1396.
The other dispute, between the Abbey and §;mon de Over-
bury, Rector of Hawling, was settled at the ‘spme time. 'The
monks submitted their case to th@IBisth\dm March 24th, 1287
and the Rector did the same on Mamch 3lst, 1288. (4) That
same day the Bishop decided that the Convent wag,exeqpt
f;om all tithes on the old demesnes and newly broken land,
a5=we11 as on_home-ﬁred stock in Hawling, bub that the Reo-
tor was to receive a mark a year in compensation. In 3igu
of Mhousebote and heybote' (5) the Rector was .o have sim
cartloads of underwood; and, instead of turning eight

oxen on to the Gonvent Common, four wae to be his 1imitﬁ£6)_

#he Frior and Oonvent of Worcester confirmed the ordinance

(€3] *gegis,aggdirey Giffard, . §70-3, cited by Landbos,
s N . ' .

£2) ibidéaagg ¢. £. Trans. R. Hist. 8. Vol. II New Series,
P O~

ibld, I, 275-4.
;’Honsebote' i.e. right of tenant to take house repair-

ing wood. 'Heybote' i.e. right to take wood for fences.
(6) _1b1a I. 276

,%5% Landbog, II, 330-1.
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on June 24th, 1288 (1) and Pope Nicholas IV gave his con-
firmation on July 15th, 1291.(2) Sometime afterwards,

Simon 62 Overbury received a grant of £5 a year 'for his
services.' (3) This pension may ﬁave been earned by \
making the Hawling settlement an easy affair, but it is

much more likely thét it was promised to him to secure

his resignation in the interest of a young friend, or

nephew, of the Abbot's. This boy, John de Wickewane,

was aged fourteen and was described as ‘'clerk' by the

Bishop when he was presented to the Rectory of Héwling at

‘the instance of the Abbot on Oct. 12th, 1293. The real
custody of the Church, and the boy, was vested in Henry,
Rector of Stanton; (4) but the lad was assured.of a eertéin ;
income and the wherewithel to meet the costs of hia&educatiohu
Thereafter, his patrom, or uncle, could expect no.more' |
trouble over the tithe question.

Three years later the Abbot was still mindful of the
welfare of his own kinsfolk or.bf people from his native
place, foi on June 20th, 1296 he granted to Walter de
Wickewane and Alice his wife a messuage two yardlands, a
cottage, dovecote, arable land and grazing-fgr,fonr oxen
%13 —Landboc; T. 278 and 277, —

2, ivid, II, P. 330-1

(3) ivida, I. 272-3.
(4) Register, Godfrey Giffard, 434.
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in the Abbot's pasture, ail at Yanworthﬁab the very reason=
able rental of 32/- a year, 20/~ of which was payable to
the Prior. (1) |

In 1290, the Abbot and Convent were in serious trouble
with the Kiﬁg from which the Archbishop-of Canterbury
managed to egtricate theﬁ by obtaining the royal pardon
on gune 27th. Their offence lay in accepting, without

licence, sundry houses, lapds and rents, contrary to the

Statute of Mortmain. The list of such property is im-

pressive and helps to explain how the Abbot managed to
raise the money to meet his creditors and to ¢carry out

his plans. Between the passing of the Statute in 1279 |
and the pardon granted in 1290, the Abbot and Convent had
received the following.propertj:- 12 messuages, 30 acres,
and 5/- a year rents, all in Winchcombe; in Coles, one
mill and 17 acres; 5% acres in Greet; 1 messuage, 13
acres and 3/8 in rents in Gretton; © acres in Frampton~in-
Winchcombe; 1 messuage and 2/%2 acres in Hawling; and tkree

acres in Budeley. (2).

With an income such as the above property indicates,

(1) Landboc, L. 129-50. It i8 of interest to note that
William, Archbishop of York, 1279-85 was surnamed
Wickwane, arnd may have been a close kinsman of the
Abbot. ‘ '

(2) Landboc, II, 106 - 109.



it is not to be expecmed that the Bishop could find much
to correct when he visited. the Apbey on Tuesday. the Gons
version of S. Paul, 1291. Godfrey Giffard stayed two
days ‘at the expense of the house'.and preached the monks
a sermon on thé text 'Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand upon
the height' (Baruch V.5). (Z)The Bishop was still using the
identical text when he ¥isited S» Augustine's, Bristol,
during August in the same year! (2)

If he had deferred his visit until the next winter
he might have seen the eommﬁnity at Winchcombe wearing ﬁhe
black skin caps that the Pope, Nicholas XV, had in his
mandate of July 7th, 1291, granted themxleave,to use,
that theip almost wholly shgven hgads'gightg:eceive some
protection from the cold.. That. thie conceseion extended
the use of the séﬁe'caps to:the gpurs of worship w£$h$n the
Abbey Church is apparent, since the Pope strictly enjéined
- the mopks to reméve them during the reading of .the Gospel

" and the Elevation of the Host at Mass. (3) |

/The same obliging Pope made a re-grant of all former
qPrivileges tha$ hgd fallen into disuse through "simplicity
and ignorance“ on August 30th, in the same gear. Jgpe
businesglike mind of Walter de Wickwane was much. conce:ned

$3 Be is. Godire Giffar . 32.
(3 _Landbop, II. 87
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about this time %o bring past rights and exemptions to
real mse, for the success with which he met in the dispute
with the Rector of Hawling in the previous year had turned
dargely upon long-standing concessions in the matter of
tithes on ﬁhe Abbey demesnes. It is probable tﬁat. during
those negotiations, those same Privileges had been called
in queefion. so the Abbot determined to leave nothing in
the future to chance and to fortify his position ﬁiﬁh a
general renewal. (1)

This year closed with.two journeys by the Abbot. He
was among those present yhen a settlement was at last
reached between the Bishop and the Prior and Convent of
Worcester, between whom fhere had been almbet‘continuons
discord. (2) The General Chapter of the Benedictine‘
Ordep took him to Salisbury on the 1lth September, where
| he Jjoined in the discussion concerning the new Gloucester
' College for the monks at. Oxford. (3)

The unexpected demands 1ikely to be pressed upon the
Monasteries at this time called for ready cash. This was
not always available and_recodrse had to be made to othexs
who were better off - sometimeeiothen morasteries,. some- .
times moneylenders. On, November 7th, 1293 the Abbot~ha¢
Ty Landboe, 1L, 8990 , -

Regis.’ Godfrey Giffand, 393.

Chapters of: the English Black Menks, Vol. I. 129-130,
also see Trans. Rs Hist 8. Vol. X. 4th Series, 195 ff.
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tg'raiaetmoney'from abroad, for he acknowledgeg to the King
that he.owes,ﬁzo to Fredk, Ventoure and his felldws, mer—
chants 6f Iucca, to be levied in deflault of payment on his
lends and chattels in Gloucestershire. (1) The debt was
scon wiped off, however; and'the Abbot ready to embark
upon 8n extension of the Abbey gardems. For this he had
to obtain permission from the King, on Sept. 4th, 1294, in
order to stop up a pudblic highway, Petictue's Lane, which
ran between the two gardems &n the posseés&on of the Con~
vent. In compensation for this advantagc the Abdbot was
called upon to provide amother goad, serving the same pur-
pose, on his own grounds. {2)

An 1299, it was the Abbot's turn to be owed money by
a fellow Abbot. On Harch 30th in that yoan, the Abbot of
Bruerno was in Walter de Wickewane's debt for tﬁe'sum of |
£166. 13. 4. (3) JPresumably this was paid off by the
transfer tblyinchcombe 0f a messuago, & caruéaté'of land,
aﬁﬁ ten acres of wood iﬁ Corndene, long owned by the
“Abbcy of Bruerme. The necessary liccnee to alienate in
mortmain was issued by the King, on lMay 16th, 1299 (4) and
the licence of John de Budeley was given adout the same

T R. 1286-96. 329. ’ ‘ -
C. Re R. I292~ 130}, 87 and Landboc, II, 105-6
Cal. C. R. 1296~1302, p.299

C. P. R. 1292~1301, ‘416 and Landboc, I, 295-6. The
Abbot of Bruerne's Grant (undated), Landboc I, 293-4

A
' i
Kl



$ime because he was still in receipt of the service rent
of "a pair of boots, a monk?s gir&le~with knife, sheath,
and néedles and case appendent" from Bruerne Abhey, which
had been granted the property on those terms by'John°§
ancestor, Otuer, in fulfilment of a vow to maintain two
monks in that cisteroian Monastery. (1)

' On September 15th following, Jobn de Sudeley demised
for 60 years to the APbey of Winchcombe, in consideration
of £60 down, a plot of land with underwood called the
*Warren,* under Londeley. (2) He also gave the‘monks
full permission to repair the water-pipe from Honiwell, at
their pleasure; but, they were to make good éll.digg;ng-
'dq@age_in seed-ground and méadow. For wanton damage done
by John, or his reptqsentatives, 6/8 was to be.baid'ﬁor_
éach:day in which he neglected to repair the breakage. (3)
Tpe right to dig stone from Loﬁdeley and Kintestone was con-
ced@d by Ralph de‘Sudeley about thé same time. (4) m%e. |
century ctqged‘with;fné purchase from John Waupol of Wenlond,
of a qapiﬁal megsuage, lands, and services of freemen and
villeins in Throp.: Eor.this estaté the . Abbot paid SLQO (5J.
It is obvious thaﬁ-by now the Gonveﬁﬁ_was not.mefelj splvent,,
[Ty Tandboo, T. 292 = 3- "
Larghon) 1oa3. o we.
ibid, II, 149 - 150.

ibid, II, 155 - 6. (Royal Idcence, ibid 112 - 113
and C. P. R. 1292 - 1301, 457, &ated Nov. 16th,1299.)
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but in possession of sufficient fundg Yo secure prqperty
of the above costly nature. Such increasing prosperity
provided no mean testimony aﬁd compliment to the business
ability of the man in whose hands lay the direction of the
Abbey's affairs and whose rule was as yet scarcely more

than half completed.
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FHABTER EREVEN.

When the fourteenth century opened all was well in
the Abbey of Winchcombe, at least Bishop Godfrey Giffard
found nothing for him to correct or comment upon whea he
‘made his last Visitation on the .Wednesday after the Ex-
altation of the Holy Lross, (8ept. l4th) 1300. (1)

8ix months afterwards, the Abbot and Convent were
called upon to entertain more illustrious guests when,
on March 22nd, the King and Robert Winchelsey, Archbishop
of Canterbury, stayed on their way to Hayles for the buri-
al of the remains of the Earl of Cornwall. (2)

It was f;om Hayles, next day, that the King granted
~ the Convent leave to receive in mortmain from John of
Bledington a mesgsuage in Fleet Street, in the Parlsh of
8t. Bride's, London. (3) This acqulsition must have
proved very convenient every time that the Abbot went to
London on business or to attend the meetings of Councils
-and Convocation.

In the, next month the Abbot found himself in a very
serious position. He wés excommunicate for complying
with the King's demands for money for the Scotch and ?rench
wars! Despite the support that he had recently sought
gzg “Regis. Godfrey Giffard, 531.

C. Po Ro 1292 - 01’ 580’ and Annal Monc ml 54“9.
(3) 1vig, 581.
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snd obtained~£rom-Pope'Boniface VIII in the two Confi;ma-
tions, dated January 25rd, 1301 which placed the Abbey un-

~ der the Papal protection (1) and granted exemptiqns'frcm-
éecular'exactiqns by Kings and all others, (2) he had been
compelled, as he admitted to the Pope in his Jetter of
April 18th, to meet the demands made -upon him, through
violence and dread of th@ losa of the Abbey!s temporalities.
Confeasing his inoonsﬁgncy, he pledged the House to obed@-
ence. (3)

Reconciliatlon mnst have soon followed, for on Nov.
7$h. the Archbishop of Canterbury, having heard complaints
about the excessive length of, and ezpense involved by,
the visits of the Bishop's 0fficlal to the manaeteriegjqi
the ddocese, com@issioned the Abbots of Winchcombe and
XPersnore to prevent the recurrence of the scaﬁdal. ;mhéir
duties, in this respect, did no% burden them any longer
than 1507;: as in that-year Poﬁegglemen$ V reversed the
deciston, end the Official end his mény sexvemts had to
be lodged notwithstanding eny orders made by the Arch-
bishop. (%) | | |

By the endfof the year the long episcopame of Godfrey .
Zg% 1andbocy I, 91 :
¢5

ibid, 81 -

ivid, I, 254~5., (The P0pe, Boniface VIII, published

in' 1296 the famous Bull “Clericis Laicos' by which he

forbade the clergy to pay, and the secular powers to

exact, under pénalty of excomnmunication, contributions,

taxes; etc. from the revenues of the Churches.) .
4) Trens. R. Hist. 5. Vol. 2.Ap. 86



Giffard was clearly neqnihgxits close. He was a dying man,
and, as the Archbishop knew, beset by a powerful rival for
power in the Prior of florcesters To protect the property
of the Bishop and %o secure the restitution of what had
even then, been seized, Robert WNinchelsey instructed the
-Abbot of Winchcombe and the official of the @rchdeacon to
act for him, on January 10th, 1302, Just sixteen days ber -
for the Bishop of Worcester died. {1) Between the death
of the Bishop and the episcopate of the next, which began
on October 28th, the Seec was in the custody of this same
Prior of Worcestey who determined to carry out a visita-
tion of the monasteries in the diocese. From Tewkesbury
f he was forced to turn away because the Abbey'éates were
closed against him. The Abbot there thought that, as he
had already been visited twice within a short space, once
by his own late Bishop and once by the Archbishop, that
was enough. 3esides, fees were demanded on each occasion,
a very relevant objection to a third expensive visiti
Nothing daunted, the visitor went on to Gloucester, where
the two houses both refused to allow him to enter;i and
from thence to Winchgombe which also shut ita gates.(2)
Later on, he managed to get a Judgement against the Abbots
of Gloucester and Tewkesbury for their action, but there

L N
ey

{5 Taker Hibus. 5- 8T e e
2) Annal Mén. IV, 551




S
is no mention ofqényAproceedinga taken against‘waiter-dé”-
Wickewane.(1) | | .

 The next Bﬂshop, William'deuGainsbqrqugh, vigited
the Abbey on June 6th, 1304, end found nothing about which
to complain. (2); He obliged;the_kﬂbot in 1305 by ordain-
ing to thegPriesthood, one, Roﬁért.Miéhel‘of Winchcombe,
"nquithstanding a blemish in his eye:." .(-3)

The Abbot must have been well off dbout this time
since two 1arge sums had been loaned to laymen. On
October 28th.,A3QZ_Jth,Giffard foWeston—pnder—ndge}was
owing as much as £11Q, having pledged his lands and chat-

tels. Similar security'was accepted‘for a loaniof

£106. 13. &, to John de Sudeley on May 19th 1303. This

latter debt appears soon to have been wiped off.(5)

fThe\libeialiby of this last loen was probably regretted

when, two days later, an expensive and unprofitable guest
wasrquarteredfonmthe~Abbey-bymthe:Kingt'%ThiwaaS"Jphg
Yatingden, possibly a veterén of the wafg. who came with
horse and groom. (6) . EdWard'I, was thus tardily exercis-~
ing the privilege that he c¢laimed of sending to each of

(1) _Annal Hon. LV, 553 ZTZ 05) ' ’
(2) Register Bishop William Gainsborough, xiii.
EB ivid, 22.

85 - ibiqd, 1302 =7, 78

b
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‘the royal Abbeys a ! gneéf ! whenever there was @ change of
Abbot. q,«'j.“his right pz:ov:idéd ‘a pension fbr a royal servant |
at no charge_ to the King, but formed ap unwelcome tem on
the unfortunate Abbey. | |
John de Yatingden was lodged out in a house to g;im—
self, but dajly he fetched hds allowance of food and drink
from the Abbey, or dined there cff his two doaves, two
dishes from the dest course and the two gai;tone of ale
provided for him and the groom. Each year he received a
robe, "after the pattern of the esquires'," and had three
bundles of litter for his bed. The groom's robe and the
keep for .the horse_m;tg,eétimated at 26/8 a year. (1) |
Before that year was ended, two other sinilar guests
turned up. First, Simon de Trewyk was sent by the King oﬁ.
August 1st, (2) and he stayed until January 26th next, téheh
the Abbey managed to.get him sent on to 8t. Albans. (3)
The other was William de Kent, sent on November 10th (1303),
but he was not admitted, (4) -cas“._,ﬁ'the Abbot must have had,
by this time, . emough trouble with the old soldi;rs in the ®
monaétery. There seems to have been something very much
wrong with William, becauae nobody wanted him. Wl;en at
last, in January 1304, a bin.et was found for him amone;
Tendooe, L. 155 = 50—
Cal. C. R. 1502+7. 1000

ibid, 195
ibiq4, 111




the monké at Colchester, ﬁearer his home, (1) it.prﬁved,
to be for a very short duration, for two months later he
was sent off‘to the Prior and Conveﬁt of Merton. (2)

Walter de Wickewane was present at Gloucester for
the funeral of the Abbot, John Gamages on April 17th,
1306. (3)

The year 1307 was a fortunate period for the Abbey
where property im Enstone was concerned; On February
3rd, an exchange of land took place between the Abbey and
Henry de Villiamscote, lord of Asterley and Kiddingtonpby
‘which the anks acquired all lands belonging to Enstone
Manoxr, outside of the lord's enclosure there and his de-
mesne at Asterley, and the right to assart and enclose
waste in Enstone manor ‘'as they will.' In exchange, the
Convent released its right within the enclosﬁre,at Astefley
and gave the lord of the manor licence to assart in Kidding-
ton and Asterley. (4) Still pursuing their policy of
rounding off their estates there, another exc¢hange was made
on March éSth, with Guy de Beauchamp, Barl of Warwickgc by
which the Abbot had the Barl's permission to enclose waste
and ass;rt lands in Wichwood Forest in the Manor of Enstone.
A
(3) Histéria et Cartularium Monasterii S. Petri Glouces-

trie. R. S. Vol. I. p.4L
(4) Llendboe, IY, 205-6.




Thé Earl received in turn the Abbey's permission to en~
‘close a corresponding area in Spelsbury. (1)

Adjacent to thesd'lands lay Wychwood Forest, in which,
-on June loth, the Abbot and Convent obtained the King's.
licence to assart 115% acres, in fee simple, at the very
reasonable rental of 4/G%% a year. Unfortunatelj for the
Convent, all hope of repeating. such a bargain appeared to
be eliminated by a proviso restraining the Community from
holding any more of the waste land than had been granted
to them by this licence.:. (2) However, Enstone had been
by no means fully exploited. There remained, as yet,
the benefice which was in the Abbey's patronage. To this
the attention of the Abbot had been directed for some
time. A petition for appropriation met with Pope Clement
V's support and, on August 2nd, 1307 he gave the 1living
to the Abbey. He was moved by the reasons that the Abbot

and Convent framed, for they declared that they were im-~

péverished to a dangerous degree by the flocking of the
peor and faithful to the monastery for the necessities of
l;fe, by sundry oppressions and creditors draining the sup-
plies needed for hospitality and alms-giving and the work
| of completing the Abbey.’ The Pope stipulated that a secular P
priest was to be abpointed to the Church, but, eveh after

g Tandboc, I, 301-2 '
2 C. P. R. 1301-7, 531, and Landboc, II, 125-7 -




his stipend had been paid, the monks could look for a
generous profit as the living was worth much moneﬁthan
the 40 merks a year at which it had beon assessed for

taxation. (1)

:It was, however, one thimg to obtain the authority
~ do approp&iate.and quite another to enter into possessigh,
as the Abbot found.  Though -the legal formalities were
put in hand without delay they, and the satisfaction of
those with vested interests ir the benefice.'toak some
time to complete. |

By Soptomber 12th, 1307 the Benedictino 4bbot of
Bardney had beer appointed executor by the Pope and he
was then in possession of the above Bull, together with
instructions formally to notify the Bishop of Lincolm,
(infwhose_diocese Enstone was) the parishoners and others
intercsted that the Pope had.autﬁoniged the appropriation.
As soon as the presont Rector resigned or died the Abbot
of Bardney, by his chosen deputy, Bichaﬁd of Reading, was
to give pnblic notice and let the Abbot of Winchcombe take
possessicn of the Church and of its omoluments. The Bishoé
of Linéoln was warned not to inteffere and was threatened
with suspension for the first weoek  of his opposition and
TI)  Cal. Papal Reg. il, 27, and Landboc, 11, 45-45.  The

reagsons advanced to obtain the Appropriation are
more conventional than specifically related to fact.
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excommunication for the next such week. The actual in-
ducfion of the Abbot ot-winchcombe, or his proxy, into
the Church was entrustied to the Abbots of Tewkesbury,
Hayles, and Bordersley.(l) |
Preparatidns for the publication of the appropriatipn'

were settled by the Abbot of Barney's commission %o
Robert of Wych, and Nicholas, Rector of Twining to see
| that due notiﬁigation was made in ¥nstone and the neigh-
bourhood, aé.soon as the benefice was vacant.(2) |

| The Bishop of Lincoln was opposed to a living in

his diocese passing into the absolute possession of a
:gonastery elsewhere and, despite ‘the warning given %o

him, published a general Inhibition against any persons -
entering on a Church in his diocese without his pé;mission
and as long as the present incumbent»was in possession.
This declaration was clearly inténded to hinder the entry
of the Abbot of Wincheombe.(3) In addition, the Bishop
'wept tb congiderable trouble to oppose the matter at

Rome, where, howevér, he.received scant satisfaction. In
féct he was bluntly informed by Thomas, Cardinal of St.
Sabina, that. his permission was not'even necessary as the
Abbey was the. patron and had the benefice appropriated to
(1§' Tandboc, II, 212 -6.

ibia, 224-5.
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it by,theAFope. that the Ighibition was considered there
to-be_diséroditable and to have been a hindrance'énd that
there was peril in provoking the Pope by his conduct in
~ this and cortain like cases. (1) ;The.faiiure 6£'the¢Bishop L
of Lincoln to oppose the entry of ,the Abbey in to the rec-
| tory. left but one obstacle remaining, and this proved to

be even more serious than an angry Bishop. As noted

above, the appropriation could not take etfect while the
present Bector was in possession, and he, Wil&iam de
Haustode, was by no means backward in appreciating his
position to the full. On March 11th, 1307 he had resignoed
the benefice of Instone, (2) almost five months before
the Pope's appropriation of the benefice o the Abbay.
 Probebly there was some illegal facter in his temure, for
he’was also in posscssion of Rolendon Church in the Aréh—
diocese of Canterbury. Immediately afterwargs, he left
for Home and obtainéd the Poper‘dispensation $o hold both,.
on June l4th, 1307; being then provided to the Recﬁo:y of
Enstone "with the title of 'commendam,'' and with\licenée
to retain elso the Church of Rolenden. (3) He was thus |
well fortified for bérgaining with the Abbot who, doubt-

'lessly. was anxious to have the Rector gone. "These nego-

. Uiy TIandooc, ITBI6Sg. T
geg ibia, 224 )

'3). Cal. Papal Reg. 1305-42,‘jol II. 24, and Landboc, II,

222—4
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tiations wére very protracted, and it Was.ngt,until January
1st, 1309 that the Abbot was able to secure his induction
by‘proxies.  One of the proxies was Robert de Owdeby, monk
of Winchcombe, the other, John de Wickewane who, sixteen
years before this had been presented to Hawling at the age
of fourteen, had now become Rector of Bledinston with the
support of the Abbot.(1) = A little later, on December 6th,
1509, the reasons for the late Rector's oppbrtune retirement
became obvious. He had been bought out, and at a very stiff
price! The terms, to which he made the Abbot agree, secured
to William de Haustede 80 marks a year for his life. Now
the living was Essessed at 40 only, but the Rector kmew its
real worth, and he determined not_to lose by heiping the
Abbot into his Church. Having made cerpainvthat'the money
woulg be paid to him he‘was, presumably, able to go off to

his other parish in Kent.(2)

| On Decembe: 21st 1309, John.de Twywell was presented
by the Abbot and Convent to be first 'Vicar' of‘Enstone, on
the nomination of the Bishop of Lincoln. The right to
nominate had been conceded to the Bishop in compensation
for the surrender of episcopal claims, at a vacancy. By
the terms of the bond to this effect, dated December 24th,
1309, the Abbot and Convent had to present the Bishop's

1T Tandboc, II, 225-7."
(2) ivida, I, 259-260.



http://John.de

ERETTS

_nbminee within a month, otherwise the Bishop eould pro-
ﬁide a Vicar. During a‘Vacancy\in the fJee, the nomination
was to be exercised by the Chapter of Lincoln. Enstone
was no longer the great living it had been as a Rectory,
for henceforth the Vicar received 15 marks a year,(l) but
even 80 it was a trifle bdetter than most of the wicarages
in the control of monastic rectors, which averaled about
ten marks; '
The costs of the appropriatipn were borme by Walter
the Mason, who was in receipt of é.ﬁorrody in the Abbey, (2)
Nevertheless, the beey was experiencing difficulty in meet-
ing its -‘liabilities, for the Abbot was owing Hugh de Norman-
ton the large sum of £200 on December 4th, 1309. (3) How-
ever, within the Abbey all was in order when the FPrior of
Worcester visited it on «the Fridaylaﬁter'the Annunciétion
of the Blessed Virgin in 1308, (4)~(dﬁring the . vacancy in
the See from September 17th 1307 to October 13th,1308) for
that.ecélesiast&c'had ﬁq Qﬁverse comments to make. -
The problem of tha.owneragip and collection'qi tithes
was perennial. In'theAWinchccmbe district, the tithes of -
Gretgon and the Stanleys were very involved, as théy were
T T Yandboc, . 300-31% Roya. confirmation of this bond
iasued on June-Bth.<1310. C. P. R. 1307-13, 230, - The
Licence t6 appropriate Ensbone Church,issued;geb 26%th
1309. £. P. Ro 130?—13. 152.
see_ above pp: 107-8
gal. 0. R. 1307-13. 236 ‘

Sede Vacante, 122, JJWe Fillds Bund, diorcestershire
/Iist. SBocty.

MY



shared, in varying-prQDOEtipns by the Gonvent,'the Vicar

of Winchcombe and the Rector of Toddington. For example,

the Abbey had the tithes of corﬁ, hay and lambs in Gretton,
the Vicar of Winchcombe had the lesser tithes, except from
one and half virgates; and the Rector of Toddington had

the corn and hay from six other fields. In{iddle-Stanley,
the greater tithes went to the Abbey aﬁd the iesaen to

the Vicar; but, arocund the Stanley "where the Court House
was," there the monks had all the tithe fiom one field;

but the rest were divided in the proportion of three to

-the Abbey and one to the Rector, save the t;ﬁhes of lambs
wﬁere the proportion was two to one. It is not surpristug
that disputes were bound to arise at the autumn collections
between the chr%e different groups of colleptors. whe wEre
pfteh in érror concerning the portions. due to their. masters,
and that losses and scandals ensueds With.the'object of.
preventing a conbtinuamce of thése troubles the parties‘con-
cerned agreed to amend and simplify the matter on Septgmpar
30th, 1310. Thé agreement provided the Abbey with. all the
tithes of corn, hay, lambs and live death dues in Gretton,
and made the tenants there parishoners of Winchcombe.: The. .
Vicar received the lesser tithes and dead death dues theve, 1
and the Rector had everything and everyone ip the Stanleys. (1)
Iy Toaieter of Bishep Waiten Roynolds, De22 If. Heke

Wilson, Worcestershire Hiet. Bocieﬁy, 1927, and’
Land'boc y II, 5547

i P8
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The same Bisﬁop cleared up a eimilar dispute between

the Abbey and the Rector of Hasolton and Yanworth, Blias
de Gayton, on March 29th, 1313. (1) This friction had
been long-standing, as both parties were before the Arch-
deacon's 0fficial as far back as Decembem 15th, 1299,(2)
but, as ﬁhe;ﬁecfor.remained'obdnrate, the Pope‘commiSBioned
the Abbot of Evesham to settle the matter. His ehquirj
resulted in the apparent submsssion of Elias on July 27th,
1301, (3) yet the Rector still continued to press his
claims to the annoyance of, and detriment of the Convent.
The trouble,was that the Rector had plenty of precedents | e
for.his claims, for, since the appropriation, the Abbey -
had lost control_of-the-benefice tﬁrough their negligence .
and eimplicity and by the practice of the Abbots in pre-

senting their own nephews who, taking advantageeoﬁ their

kifiship and the suffrence of the bailiffs, had unlawfully

occupied lands, etc. belonging to the Abbey. Blias,was,

notfuhneturaily; loth to lose what he heéld to be hisllong

existing rights;gﬁ) Gommon;friende brought the conflict-

;ng parties together, and the Abbey secured the corn tithes-

and live‘deaﬁhrdues, While the Rector had most of ﬁhe-test.(sb
..., In the following Michaelmas the Convent pnesented

15" Tanavoo, TTTfZ§7_
ivid, 344.

ibld 342

Reglster Walter Reynolds, 69.
- Landboc, II. 339-340
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another Rector, Robert de Alne, to the Parish as Elles had
resigned in order to receive, on the Wédnesday;aftei, a
corrody from the Abbey. It included a chamber near the
Abbey, food and clothing for himself and groom, and skeep!
for a horse...Provision was made for fhis to continue if
he went away; and, if he so desired, he could have £20
a year instead of everything specified in thé corrody, on
giving adeqﬁate‘notice. (1) |
'{mhe last considerable acquisition of property was

the grant to enable the Convent to enclose 60 acres of
wagte on their mapor at Enstone, out ot Fychwood Forest;
despite the prohibition of 1307, on June 12th, 1311. (2)

Many smaller grants were received by the Convent dur-
ing the reign, among which were alyardland in Honeybourne;
5/— rent in Windruéh; and 16)2 acres in Gretton from Elias
le Botiler, on December 2nd 1292; (3) 19/4 rent in Throp
on March 26th, 1500; (4) 20/3 rent, a messuage, an acre
of wood and é carucate of land in Cotes and Throp, from
John le Brun on May 9th, 1303; (5) land in Twining; ‘and
a messuage and lend in Cotes on February 1lst, 1306. (69

The corrodies and various maintenasnce grants were

“Tandboc, I. . 317= B

C. P. R. 1307-13. 351,

Landboe, II, 123.

ibid, II, 114 and C.P.R. 1292-1301 497.
c. P. R- 130l -7’ 14‘1

ibvid, 414

l"}f\f\/‘\f\f‘\
OS\n 2\ O
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not very beneficial to the Abdey. John fest had given

al;;his;landlfor,bis corrody, (l)‘ﬁﬁ# John the Mouse had
one, on the strength of his service. {2) [For 40 marks,
Robert de Sutton, Rector of Dursley, secured a splendid.
corrody which included accommodation for two horses and a}
groom, but the Abbey wonld only support;tho one horse.

I% would appear\that he felt the cold, as he bargained for
30 horse loads of large fircwood to be delivered %o his
chamber. (3) A grant of a robo a year and "food with-us"
was ‘made to Richard of Snowshill on July 15th, 1310 . This'
was glven for his pasf sorvices at home and abroad and in
anticipation of hié‘further attention to, business, and it
was to continue until a suitable benefice could be found
for him. (4)

Another Abbey servant, John the Messenger, also.héd
the promise of maintenance during serviée and in his o0ld
age. The grant, dated August 11th, 1311 included the
usual 'robe a year'! to the value of 10/~, and a further
3/4 for boots. (5)

Frog 1300 onwards the Convent.  did not escape the im-
posiﬁion of royal guests and claimants. John le Blak, in

consideration of his long service for the King and his.

father, and beinz now too infirm to continue as am envey,
(Iy  Landboc, I. 120.. :

(2) Bept. 22nd, ibid.
(3§ ibid, .298-300

TLandboec, I. 143
ibid, 31415




‘was sent to Winchcombe on January 10th, 1310. (1) He

feceiﬁed a fairly substantiél éfant; fhat ig, if he_and
. the William le Blake, also described as 'sent by King

"Edward II,' are one and the same person, as is most proba-'
ble. | William's grant, made on Méfbh 26th, 1310, pro-
vided for the possibility of.hisuwanﬁing to sell the amount
of food allocated to him when he wagfﬁW&y épd not able to
consume it . (2) | T

Glgimants of another type, for wppm the monks were
compelled to provide, were two clerks gecking benefices.

- William dGIMerton, at ﬁﬁé request of Prince Edward, had to
be paid an anngal pension of S.marks by the'convent, from
Monday before St. Barnabas 1307, until he had been found
a living by them.(3) On March 26th, two years laﬁer,

° John' de Hertulle had Papa) authority for his demand that
he be appointed to a benefice at the next #acancy.among
the Convent livings, saving to Haselton or tb Twining.
Until the monks were able to satisfy him, they had to
grant him a mark a year. (4) | |

Apart from these outgoings, which were devoid of any
compensations to the monks, there were o%her ceaseless de~
mands from both King and Pope. Aid was reguested for the

(5; Landboc, I, 296-7
(4 ibida, 305-6.
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war agéiﬁsﬁ Scotland, on January 23rd, 1310, (1). and,
Bgcause the Abbot:e response was nocyimmediate, a clerk
was sent by the King on May liot, in the .next year, to

-see into the reasons for the delay. (2) Knights%, service
proved expensi%e and teﬁded to increase. A4s far ba¢kAas
1166, the Abpey'was_called upon to}ﬁnoyidé.for two-at a
chargé 63 4 marks; (3) while, 1n,1509,;a;Jury,£ound:ﬁhét
Enstone was;heid by the Abbey for two,knights?;ﬁees.(4)
MoreQVeﬁ, bqﬁweén 1282 and April 17th, 1311, Walte: dé
Alickewane renderéd.ﬁilixary service thrice in the Welsh
cam;;aigns and four times in the Scottish. During the same |
period he had to bontribute yoarly a tenth of spirituals
and temporals %o 4he Pope; o the King he paid “"somepimes
a hélt or a fifth, more Qreqﬁently a ningh, or an éleventh,
or a thirteenth of temporals. Every year there came' one,
aomémimes-all the oppressions fell in a single miserable
year; %0 the toté& amonnt of @1; 500;" {5)

~___nr---m-—i-.---—n—-d-——_r_
1 ‘Cal. C. ’R. 1507-15, 261 \
2 1b1ds 357
(3 Enowles, M.0. 712 (in 1159 7% marks.)
& Landboc, II, 180.
5) Walter de Wickewane's Constitutions, in MS.Cotton,
Cleopatra, B.ii., fol. 216-219b.. Landboc. II, lvii,
Dugdale. I1, 304-9.
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. Despite the burdegaqgé'ﬁaxatiod already mentioned
and . the fé@gﬁ;Vely slégaérﬁincomq of the Community, - it
had been agsessed at only £110 a;xeérciﬁ‘129lf- (1)

Abbot Walter de Wickéwane was able td'ﬂﬁdertage a consid-

‘erable amount of building in and around the Abbey. '
In the Abbey Chupch itself, he had.the Presbytery

vaulted apd addedJGhapels to the norﬂhlsidei Timber

was obtained in largb‘qnantifigs,for the comstruction of
sixteen granges and sheepfolds, some of whiph may hawve
been erected én the more distant demesnes. {2)

Mhe cost of this must'have been considerable and,
although William @eAghemington had given€£49 towards the
work(3) and Pope NichoiaéiQV’ﬁhe grant of an JIndulgence

, of a year and forty dsays for peritents who.&isited'mho'l
monastery on the feasts of theQ?irgin and.S$;gKbnelmy
probatiy in add of the same cénse,«(u) expenditure omt-
s&:&pyed-rege&pts.during one pefiod, 50 that the Abbot
was compelled to divert to the,saoriéﬁ. %ho was rospongible
{7 Tope Ticholas Tax. FHec. Oom. 5, 228, 233. ~ {There

were other sonrces of revenue not included,; e.g.

40 sacks of wool sold at an average of 13 marks a

. sack. Cunningham, Growth of English Industry and

. Commerce, I, 6%0.5 _ '

(2) Lapdboc, IT, 1vii-lviii (where MS. Cott, Cleop.

Beii, fol. 216-219> (and Dugdale, I, 304<9) is con-

- veniently stmmarized.) ‘ ,

(3) Landboc, I, 299 n. (and above MS. fol. 2304 and Dug-

, dale 308.) ‘ T

(4). Cal. Papal Reg. I. 541 (quoted by V.C.H. II, p.68.)
PN year 1291- { . ‘ . ‘ . :

A
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for the work, fqndsvusnally allocated to other usesge

Thus the tithes of Sudeley, the heriots and some of the
tithes of Wincheombe, and 4/~ a year out of the rent of

a shop owned by the Convent within the Nprfh'Gate of
Gloucester were made over for this purpose. (i}_- With-
out doubt the position would have been eased if the Abbot
had been abhe to secure the fruﬁts of Enstone Church,
appropriated.in part for this very reason, dbut little

or nothing could be looked for from there while the Qﬁ?
Rector continued to live and drasw his large pension.

Nevertheless, the initiative and ability of the Ab-
bot wepe neither confined to, nob exhausted by, the above
work prosecuted in the face of so meny difficulties, for
he managed at the same time to increase the amount of
help given to those who were dependent upén the Abbey and
to_raise'the standard oﬁ-liﬁing for his brethren_within
it. -

The Constitutions that he drew upvfpr;the government
of the monastery bear witness to the not inconsiderable
assistance regularly rendered to the poor in the district,
though it is probab}e that some of the doles may have been
made prior to his time and that he has not included ald
that was given away in a_yeam. A¥hat be did was to ensnre
W) famdbos; T 29 me
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that the Obedientaries responsible for such chapities had
income settled upon.them édegpate for the due discharge of
their odligations. (1)

Twice a year corn was given toﬁthe poor; From Bt.
John's dey (December 27th, until St. John Baptist's day
(Sune 24th), the Kitchener made his dole of grain, (2)
and there was another on each of the first three Thurs-
days in Lent, made by the Pittancer. (3)

The Almoner distributed a dole of some kind every
Monday in the year to the poor, charged on the tithes of

Winchcombe Parish Church and on the sheaves from Gretton

and Stenley. (4) On St. Martin's day, cloth was given
out and, about the same. time, flesh provided out of the
proceeds from the sale of the Convent's sheepsking and
hides. (5) |

The Pittancer gave another dole worth 13/4 - on St.
Bricéﬂs day (6) and a similar sum wes forthcoming from
the Kitchener on the 29th December (St. Thomas of Canter—
bury). (3}  Property in Twining and Sherborne bnought in

Iy WS. Oott. 0Oleop. B. 11, fol. 216-219b. summarized in .
TLandboc, II, Ivii-lxi. (411 future references.to X

the Constitutions will dbe those in the Landboc.)
Landboe, lix. ‘
Landboc¢, II, 1xi.

, ibid, 1viii.

? ibid.

T

ibid, 1xi.
ibid, lix.
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an unspeciffed sum for a dole that wag made by the lat-
ter official on November 22nd. (1)

The constant presence of pilgrims énd travellers
made demands on the hospitality of the Abbey and, towards
‘the cost of this, the Abbot allocated 64 a year out of
the rents of several hbuses in ¢he town and . the entirq
rent of 'Littlemeadow.! [JH:-hostilor was expected o
spend not less than a penny a night on fuel for the lower ‘
'hosteﬁ:y where the less eminent guests Were accommodated.(2) :
MWben important peopie stayed they were, as a rule, set 'at
the Abbot's table, and the charge borne by himgs Abbot
Walter de Wickewane did his best to mitigate the excep~
tional Lenten austerity, for he provided the Kitchener
with the funds to obtain 20/- worth of fish for the two
Tuesdays in.the fortnight following Beptuagesima. This
supplemented their normal fare of eggsuand mi&k during
the fast period. {3) Property in Cotes was allocated to
the seme official to buy f£ish for other times. (4). It
@ Tandboc, 1L, Zix. 17 ’ .

ivid

The Almoner was the official primarily concerncd with the
~distribution of alms. The Pittancer provided all the
materials for the pittances or extra dishes which supple- o
mented the normal monastic fare on Feast days. The Kitchen- -
er was responsible for all the food from the time it came
to the kitchen until it reached the refectory. The hostild-
er wae in charge of the guesﬁs' accommodation.

23; Landboc, II, lix.

4 ibid.
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would seen that at o&her-timesﬂﬁlesﬁ #id not always ap~
pear on the table even when it was permitted to.the monks,
go the Abbot set aside that meat shOﬁld'ﬁgﬂprOVided on
four days in any week between Trinity and Holy Cross at
a charge of 2/% on lands in Throp and Cotes. (1) From
‘1399 onwards, for two days within three weeks of Advent,
Beptuagesima and Quinquagesima Sundays the Subcellarer
had to provide paste for nine pies (picae), without di~-
miniéhing the normal rations of bread. (2) | |
The Corndene property recently acqﬁired by the Abbey °
was employed by the Abbot as the place to which the monks
were sent for the periodie blood-letting. They went up
there in groups perhaps three to five times a year be-
tween Easter and A;i Saints, and, after the operation,
remained.to‘éecmperate for four days. What had once been
a-routine parctiée'for their health had by this time be-
come the occasion for a dbreak from monastic strict'dtécif
pline and a period éagerly looked forward to by the younger
monks at. leagt. While away, they were allowed two cups -
of: beer dailyziand a 4d pittance was added out of: lands
at Cotes. But all was'noc~playmime. the daily hours
had to be said and af least; one mass heard for the souls
of the Abboti!s parents and tho dead., A% was left fo the

~Landbec, AT, v —
?2? ibid, 1:31 N | -




Kitchener and the Refectorer to see that precautions were
vtaken against recourse by the '1nvalidf monks tOfTaverns
and alsc against their “dropping 4n" to see their brethren
at the Abbeg. {prom 1309, 4t was permitted that the no-
'vices might go with the others to be bled, dub they were
forbidden to go out for morning play! (1)

Provision was alsoc made by the Abbot £for a consider-
~able numdber of mASSes. The Xitchener, ﬁo whom the rent
from the lands asserted at Enstone was paid, had to cele-
brate thrice every week, on Wednesdays and Fridays, for
the Abbot, his pareants, and all ﬁaithful souls, and, on
Saturday, i1n honour of the Virgine. The Almoner, froﬁ
1307 onwards, celebrated mass for the souls of ﬁishop God-
frey Giffard, William de Cheltenham and others. (2)

The Infirmarer, becaugse he received the rent from the
houses left by William de Cheltenham in Gloucester, said a
mass ¢n every Wodnesdey for the soul of William, whose name
henceforth was entered 1n¢the lMissal Commemoration list,
in lieu of the chaplain originally roquired at St. Mary de
Cryp% Gloucester. (5) After ﬁhe death of the ex-Rector
of Enstoneg\when the Abbey at last secured its 80 marks,
three masses were to mark the two days on which the money
was receiveds. ;A spegial mass,'with two Qhanteza.-waa sung
(1) Landboc, Li. 1X.
2) 1ibid, lviii.
(3)  1ivia, lix.
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on the anniversany of Williem de Cherington who had given
£4d'towards the Apbeg?building fﬁnd. His memory was fui—
ther hoﬁoured-by a repast for the monks which;the,P}ttanpep “
provided out of the 28/& granted by the Abbot. (1) |

A Mttle light is thrown on the working of, the domes-
tic finances within the-Abbex by thesge same coﬁstitutiohs.
Phe Prior,‘fér instance, was permitted "to winter 30 sheep-
of the Lady Chepel" with the Abbots, in return for houses
in Mill Sﬁreet,,(z). Clearly both monks possessed sheep
and regarded them as a sound investment, as indeecd they.
were in the days before ponsolé and oﬁher'gilt-edgea invest-
- ments, for wool bmonghf'inoa very good price. .In shaep.
the Prior had obviously invested some of the Chapel capitalas
The transaction shows t0o, the concern felt by the Abbot
- that the Prior. should not gain at his eipense. When each
was thus looking to his own there was little chance of .their
accounts gectmng-muddiedju

Mention 4s made too ¢f the persons responsible for the
collection of some of the mevenues; The Abbqy Bailiff
went round the town ¢to cellect the rent for the_Obe&ientar—
fes and<to.execnte distraints. When he Was'So_engaged, e

1) Landboc, IT. 1xT.
2) ibid, 1z.
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brother accompanied him, no doubt as a precaution and -
check. (1) The Saénist had his own Collecfing Clerk as
well} for both of whom provision was made in the Abbey.(2)
There was also a Brevitor, who had a clerk;'and these had
the same fare aé the obedientaries while they were nét out
on business. (3) |

The duty of keeping the fecords oflthe varioﬁs businegs
transactions was entrusted to'the Succentor who was obliged

to enter them up in the Lemdboc. (4)

The death of Abbot Walter de Wickewane, sometime before
the end of May 1314, brought to a conclusion a strenuous

and very prosperous period of service. Under his wise and

able guidance the Abbey had been rescued from debt, nuherous

"and crippling demands met, large and valusble properties
acquired, the Abbey enlarged end its inmates' existence ren-
dered more tolerable. To the very last, despite what must
have been a fair age, the Abbot showed no signs of diminu-
tion in his powefs, and his concluding transaption on behalf

{1 Tandboc, 1x. |

22 ibid

3 ibid, 1xi.

(4 Quod nulla littera sigillo convemntuali, quodcum que .
contigat, aliquando extra claustrum deferatur; prius-
quam por Succentorem allumve per eum in Landboec, seu
aliis locis, prout negotium requiret, ribgggr, ex

toto, quibus diebus iste ordinaciones iggan
Constitutions. Landboc, I. 55-56 n. ..
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of .the monastery was entirely characteristic of the man's

E whole 1ife and his unwaﬁering devotion o the wé;fare,of

| the Abbey. ighis'Was the purphase..forxﬁﬂp, of the cus-~
tody of the Abbey. during vacancies. (1) i

¥or the repose of his own body and soul he did not -

omit to make prowision. It was his desire that he should
be laid to rest before the Altar in one of the Lhapels

. that he had built, and that masseé should dbe sald there
perpetually for the repose of his soul. (2) For the
gouls of all whom he might have wronged, by any acquisi-
tion or otherwise, and of all the faithful, be left the
tithes of sheaves and hay near Cockbury and Gretton, pre-
sumably to provide for masses. (3) On his own Anniver-
sary, mass was to be said and 30/- expended on a repast

for the brethren. (4)

If a tribute_is needed to this able and-piqusfmdni
no better can-be'found than in his own words, devbi& of
all-dnjustified boasting, with which he concluded his °
Constitutions. . "Thus all things touching the House have
a prosperous consugmation and its state on all s@dés'

ébides in peace-"-(5)

(1) - Yandboc, IX, 1xi. ('Ehis cencession excluded the
: escheator during an inter-regnum.)\
ge) ibid, lviii. ;
3) 1ivid, 1xt.
ibid, 1x.
ivia, 1xi
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CEAPTER THIRTHEN.

Cn May 3Ist, 1314 the news of the death of Walter de
Wickemane wag brought to the King at Newminster, by Richard
de Idbury, the Cellarer, and William de Preston, the Sa-

‘crist, to whom Edward IT gave licence to the Abbey to elect

a successor. (2) The Convent thercupon proceeded to

elect Thomas de Sherborne, their Prior, as the next.ﬂbbot.
Notification of the cholce was made to the Bishop of:Worces- |
ter, and the royal assent given on June 25th, (2) and; on
the 10th of the next-month, the temporalities were ordered
to be restored by the escheator, as the election had:been
confirmed by the Bishop. At the same time the writ ‘de
intendendo’ was iésued to all knights, freemen and tenants
of the Abbeg. (3) o LT

. The appointment of a man who had served as Eriornunden
the labe Abbot promised well for a continuation of. -thaf.
prosperous policy that had marked the long reign of Walter
de ‘Wickewarie so it is not surprising thét;,‘ when. Bishop
Walter Maidstone (1315-17) visited ‘the Abbey. in 1315, he
found nqthing~t0'§orreqﬁ; (&) .

In fact the Abbey was prospering, for Edith, widow of

William the'Smith, of Cotes, was giving end selling, on

-33 (ibia, 155 ' _ o
{4, fworg;;ﬁpis. Regs. fol. 24,c.f. V.C.H.
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poralities followed on %ﬁe first of.the next month. (1)
Within two years, the mew Abbot was deeply involved in
business affairs. The first of whieh was another dispute
- with the ?1car of Wihchcombe, William de Preston, who was,
it would seem, that samé monk who had accompanied Richard
de Idbury on his first journmey to court in 1314. He had
been appointed Viecar, in 1317, (2) by the Abbot and Con~
vent, the Patrons and{his bretheren, but that did’not pre~-
vent him from enteriné into a dispute befpre the Bishop,
who, in 1318, cdmmissioned the Abbot of Cirencester and
Mester John de Bloyon, Offieial, to aqt for him Jjointly
or BepArately in the matter:w(j) As pno more is heard of
- tPe»mattér, whatever was the trouble, it was presumadbly
S;oothed out without much difficulty.
' On March 16th, in the seme year, the Abbey obtained
~ the King’s licence to acquire the Manor and advowson of
Rowell, near %o Winchcombe, from the Benedictine Abbot
and Convent of 8t. Evroult at Ouche, in the diocese of
Lisieux, Normandy. (4) In exchange for this, by licence
obtained. on March 25th. 1319, Winchcombe u#dertoek to pay
m C-P.R. 1313-7, 551 ——
2 T. BE. Meurig-Pavies, 'A Handbook to Winchocmbe Parish
€hureh,' 30.
(30 Register of Bishop Thomas Cobham, (1319-27) E. H.

Pearce, 1930. :
(4) - CJP.R. 1317-21, 121 and Landboc, II. 121-2. The

licence cost 40/-. (The Manor had been granted to
8¢t. Bvroult in 1081. Domesday Burvey of Gloucester-
shire, C. S. faylor,.p. 144) In the Survey Rowell
was asgessed at 10 hides and valued at 0 p.a. both in
the time of King Efward and the year of the Survey,
Whaa its p ulation was stated to be 21 males.
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an annual rent of £20. to 8t. Evroult, charged on the

Manors of Admington and Bry MQréton. (1)

At Enstone, various lbcai;landowners held c¢laims and
pights to the lands recently assarted dby the Gonvent. -i
These were gradually persuaded to renounce them. ,Jobn of .
Weston, Lord of Bloxham, released all his rights on May |
31st, 13203 nine days iaﬁef Walter de Shoyngtoty proved
equally géherous and the next day Robert de Trillowe fell
into line. (2). On the §undsy after Pebrusyy 2nd, 1321,

Henry the Spicer also waived his claims, (3) and by
July 7th, 1322 ¥illiam de Leie, the last such owner, had
been persuaded to make concessions. G4) Al these re-

missions appear to have cost the Abbey: 100 marks: (5)

From the time when it had been granted by King Edward
the confessor, Winchcombe and St Peter p Gloucester had

lieance eost Winehcemhe lQ marks ) Est wonld apgsar
that St. Evrould had more than ﬁhegs,i:a oars &8 the
HManpr, dut not the patronage of ﬁhe.dﬁnr y Of |
Bledington was assigned to them in 1519. WNote kindly
supplied by the Rev. Stephen Liberty, I .D.. Vicar of
Biedington Dngda&e. 1T, 312, cited by V. £. H.
states that £500 was also paid af thﬁ t e of the
transfer. _ %

%% Lanpdbog, II. 2'98 - 21’0 :

4

ibid, 2@7 -8
ivid, 211-2
(5 Dugdale, FI, 312, which payment, I conc&ude, to
have been made in consideration of these ccnoessions.

L e AL i rraliva . caba
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shared the expenseg of and profits from a tishery at B
Fgamllode on the River Bevern. Towards ite upkeep, Winch-
cambe was bound to provide the small timber and Gloucester |

‘the large. (1) The Abbot. end Convent sought and obtained

licence to alienatie their sh&ne,te-ﬁ?ouqester on Oct. 28th,
1320, in exchange for ep. apnual paymbgqlby_exoucester-bﬁ
£4, together with quitbance ofy the 20/~ that Winchcombe
ha@"%éen.payina,to B%. Peter*s for tts Yanworth mgnon,evér

" since the time that 4t bad been purchased from the Advoecate
of Beﬁbune.ga}&he Abbot of Gloucester gave his formal gpit-
tance for the rent on Yanworth on Nerch 25th, 5321.{&)

and he released all rights in that llanor im Hilary Qerm.

1322. (4)

,@beJSa&e was prodabdbly foerced upon Winehcombde by ?@ason
of the recent heavy costs invnlyed in the punchase~0ﬁ§&5w-
¢ll Manor and 2diving and ﬁheﬂﬂnsbone transaetiens. Certain-
1y the &bbey was- 4n debt amdnx this time to Gloucesder for

4ts. share of the upkeep of the fishory. However ﬁhese
debts were all padd off and a receipt obtadned from the

Abbet of Gloucester on November 30th, 1323 (5) and ‘the

(i) Hist. ot Oart. Mon. B. Pebri. Glod. VOLl. Sile Ps 276,
and Tandboc, I, 226. : =
; C. P. B. 1319~21, 516, and Lanﬁboo, II, 116.
Landboc, 31, 317, and 354-5.

2

43

43 ivid, 359 .
5

Landbog, A. 331-2°

- - . L L. . -
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whole matter was wound up by a general quitclaim from
Gloucester, dated Decamben lst,.1323. (1)

In the midst of these exchanges of property, the
Abbey was called upon to entertain its Batron, the King,
when he.came there om Dec. 17th; 132}; bhawing jJourneyed
from Cirencester where he had spent the previous,gwé @ays;
However, his stay was not protracted, as he feaehad Wor-
cestern by January 2nd. (2} - King Edward III, shprtly af-
ter his acgesgion, stayed in/Winchcombe from -December 17th
to the 18th, 1327. (3)

£he Abbot and Convens saw even less 63 theirfbiodeé-
~an than theiy King, xor mhomas de Cobham does pot appear
vto have. visited the House at all during his episcopate.
1317-273 £4) but, on June 5th, 1322, Robert le Petit,
Bishop of Clcafért; céme to the Abbey in his stead (5) eand
ordained to. varieus Qrders 102 candidates. {6) of these,
59 received the Sub*diaconaﬁe, 20 thecbﬂocanaﬁe, apd 23
the. Priesthood. (7) Among them were three of the monks
from the Abbey: Nicholas de Evnesham made Sub-deacon and

9] gianalboe FT. 328
ga) €. P. R. 1323-4. ay,

'z§ C. P« Re 1327-30, 104~5.

Ce Ko

{5) REGISTER OF BISHQP THOMAS PE COBHAM, 125. E. H. Pearce,

: Worcestershire Historical Bociety, 1930.
;2'-6; THOMAS DE CCBHAM, 74.
(7 1bid, Appendix I. 253

PHOVAS TE GOBHNM; 'Itinerary' 254—5. B. Hi Pearce S.P.



Richard and Ankerus de Tewkesbury made Priests. (1)

'Despite his deposition from Clonfert, Robert le
Petit came again to the Abbéy two years later and held
another Ordination. (2)

The next Bishop of Worcester, Adam de Orletom, 1327-
33, proved to be far more concerned in the state of the
Abbey -~ probably to the Abbot's dismay - for he framed
fresh Ordinénces and made corrections om July 12th, 1329
after his thorough visitation .(3)

He demanded stricter conduct in the matter of the
daily and nightly offices, agd ordered every priest-monk
to say llass daily at which the younger monks were to take
their proper part. —

Beé complained that there was fap too much talging
going:en, egpecially in Qhurich, Cloister, Refeetory . and
Dormitory; some of it with women, religious and other-
wise. It shiould be permitted only when necessary, an@
then sheuld be brief and in the proper pkace and aty the
right time. The houms of silence were to be strictly
333333ed, under pain of the oﬁfender 8 loss of his alLow—».>< ‘
( 13 'REGISTER OF BISHOP THOMAS DE COBHAM, 126-7.

Bighop Pearce (TgOMAS DE OQBHAN,77) traces 156 of

the ordinands to their monasteries. during this epis-
copate. Eleven came from Winchcombe. "Hhen this num-
ber is compsred with those from other Houses. some
light, is thrown on the relative styengths of. the re~
spective communiQ;esa There were .from Tewkesburz
and Bersh@re ;o each; Gloucestery St. Peter's,9;

Hayles . 63" Greaﬁ Malvern 93 and Little Ma&vern 2.

'?2} Sede Vaeante, 261
a Worc. Epis. -Regis. Orletan, fol. 314d.
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/Fhe monks wer.é biddeg .to stay 4n the Abbey and spend
their sime in meditetdon, study, reading, writing and in
repeating their offigces, dut not to wander about the Sown
and com;side alone. The younger brethrep were forbid-
den to go out at all. [The hadit of many in sifting abont
and drinking after édnxxer ancil‘supper was_espec-iaiia; condem~
ried. | )

A3l nesdless extravagance was to be corrected andy
instead of the monks throwing away the fragmends or pqh%}
#ﬂsons voﬂ the _éﬁe@ectomw or Infirmary fare, or gﬁ.vv-&ng.‘its “to
favdured servants of the House, the Bits ware o de le-_
lected for the Almoner to dele out to the poor. Qf:ﬁences
in this ééspecﬁ, without the Abbot's leave, entaﬂzi'g{if £~
feiture. of a sum -eq_givaie.nt to the .emount lost to i:he A‘&-——
monér,_. bebauee-"such an onc is a Judas, the traite’r{ a
thief temporing with the things | put in the bag

f Gorndone, ‘&0 lately appointed as a pleasant place for
- the menks to spend their time after bleeding, was put out
of bounds for that purpose. It would appear that laxity.
in the diseip!ine had mcceasea, BO & m,ore suitabl,e place
had. ‘$o be foxmd, where food and conforts z'tn modetaﬁian mighﬁ
b6 provided wit‘houﬁ risk of abuse. o

Turn&ng; to pa.ntidulam‘ aﬁficers; the Bisnep enjqine&
the Abbtot to govern wi';ch supneme wisdom, by the. Bule; and,
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. to ensure that the mnnasyic finances were.kept in good ;
order, he ordered that all the obedientiariéé responsible |
for moneys should renden aécounts before tﬁg:Naﬁivity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Two Tmeasurerg, éaeh_wgth 8.
key, were to be appointed to administer the common fund
for the Genvént. The obedientaries wéfe, atéthgfwi&; A

.ogﬁthe:qpapter, to_make contributions .as neqeséamy. Appar~
egtlx;tﬁp Abdbot: had. secured tq'nis own use some of the
propenty,thaﬁ belonged to thefbrethnen.for he was a&déwed
go resbore rents. alleged %o hage been taken from themu
Another cayse of‘comylaint appears to have begn that the-
Abng indulgeéd in the prizate sale ofl wood, chl, sheep.
lambs, and even corrodies without the Qomrem;‘s consentg.
?his had to. 0ease, and, to regulate euch matters, %he comr* L
mon seal wes to be held in.saﬁe &eepingcﬁl} and oply used
in the presence of the(chaptgr vhich was %o aettle all o
business by a majority voteﬁ : Truﬁtwonﬁhy bailiﬁﬁs were : %
to be a@pointed to the Manorsy ‘and fhese and the monks |
copcerned were to render accomnts by tally, with scha&ule
~or indenture attached. Thesg -falthful ohﬁdi&nbaries.weme
not to be 1ightly removed by the Abboﬁ withaut cause. The

- pules.for the apgn&nxment of the Frior andlcel&axez Were

Ti) T was not unﬂngwn wor.mome %han one ooal %o De.. an
use in an. Abbcy, a patont opportunity Lor Lfraud. .£.
CHRONICLE of JOQCERIN of ERAKEL.OND, p. €0. Chatto and
Mindus, 1931.
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{
. to be strictly observed. Thus the Abbot, who appears
) to have extended his domination beyond Justifiable 1imité,
was prevented from discharging efficient officefs in
favour of those more likely to prove compliant to his
schemes and extortions. Moreover, the Abbot was ﬁo long-

er to appropriaté to his own use the food of the Infirmary.

In the mattef_of the servants of the Abbey, drastic
reductions were ordered, superflucas men beiﬁg sent aways
and, to those who remained, no suspicious gifts of clothes
etc. were to be made, but their wages and allowances paid
punotually. Cuts were to be made in the matter of the :
ﬁohgstic stables. KNone bat the esquires nmight hame’horses.'f
Saving the powér,éf the Abbot fo grant one to a déaerving
inferior for business. . | | |
. To ensure  that these Ordinances were obeyed the
Bishop, at the’request of the Abbot and Convent, made
some frosh,appointments but those officials did th\work
well with the Abbot, so, shoftlg after December 7§h.3529
the Abbot remoﬁad them and appointed othqfs in whom he
had more comnfidence, pleading that his privileges had
been infringed. 1) | |

The Abbot had some suggestions to make, of these
the Bishop approved and they were incorporated in the
ITT’ Yerc. Epie. Regis, Orlton,
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;@ﬁﬁiﬁkﬁdea. These jncluded provision for a solepn cele~

" bration of Mass on bepasighristi and for the mention of

thé Abboti?s name in the-mass and its inser$ion in the HNis~
Séiéa, Ten marks were a&loea&ed«for a commemoration on 8t.
Ehry“masdalane 8 dqy.. On eaqh anniversapy of his death,

, ﬁive ‘marks were to be spent:- 3 for a refection and two
';ﬁer\the goor aﬁd commemorations of the souls of h&msel$.

{Bishop Adam. Abbot Welter, Walter the Mason and all the
faithful The meqnisite(funds were set aside for thﬁs

’;@nging the Abbot's lifetime.

\?\
b The Abbot alse agreed with the Bishop that the pre-

6&pds from Enstone Church ghould help the Convent in .ur-

gen$'necessity-and'thaﬁﬁaqy*ﬁepugnant or litigant{ﬁan-

- should forfeit his share from that source. The.Pitﬁépcer,v

who held the Church at Enistone under the Apbo&,.SDQuldu
mgkd the following quarterly payments:- 10 marks to the

_ Kitcﬁensr; 60/~ tgmﬁﬁe Sacrist on St. Kenelm's days 6/8

to the Vicar.- (of’Enstone); 6/8 to the Archdeacon of Gx—

o
ford for sequeetratioa (sequestri commodo.) (&} The.
Piyyanasr was liable, for the.repairs to Enstone Ghurch,

'buﬁ if the prodeedé from the income exqeeaed the~antigi—

" pated €0 marks, the surplus was to go towards the Convent

(6% Tnetone was ib the Glacese of Lincoilnm and the
Archdeaconry of Oxford.
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expenses; but when the income from there fell below that
sum, it was to be made wup tb the Pittancer out Bf monas-— |
tie money, wiéhout demur. The obligatiohs of the Abbey

to the poor of Enstone were recognised by the graﬁt.oﬁ |
9. grs. of corn. (1) '

A list of those se#?ants employed by the Convent at
about; this time mekes imposing reading. There were at
least 28 men and bogs on the pay'roll‘and their total
remuﬁeration smounted to £5 5. 8. a year. This does
not include the Abbot's own staff which numbered over 15,
and cost fheir employenr £6 3. 83 but several of these
would appear to have sefved the Convent as well, although
listod with the Abbot's men, e.g. the Abbey Smith and the
Carpenter. [Uoreover, the Abbot appears to have paid high-
er wagea-than did the monks,- for the Abbey Cook received
| but @/L a_year while the Abbot's Cook was paid 6/8. 2
i 1) \;ngg fhese ordinances 1s pfintéd in Landboc,

i
g“;,_ 00y T 365-366
Jhe Xfet of the Abbey Bervants is as followsi-
Providér for the Cellarer, 6/8; Fhe Porter, 5/-;
/The. ﬁnderyorﬁer. at the Abbot's will, because the
"Partor. o to pay bims 3/~ J[aster Serjeant of
the Church, 4/-; 3nbs&8&ednt of the Sacristry, 3/-;
/Begectory Serjeanﬁ, 3/-; Master Serfeant of the
Infirmary, 4/-; Mnder-Serjeant 3/-; Convent Cook,
Lf-3 Buyer for the kidchen, 4/-; The General Ser-
jeant; 3/-; GConyend Platteror, 3/e; Abbot's Plat-
teror, 2/-; Guest Hall Sepjeant, 47/-; The Pnder~
Serjeant, at the Abbot's will becanse the Berjeant
ought %o pey him, 3/~; Stabler, 3/-; [laster Brewer,
47~y  Two Underserjoants, 6/-; Master Baker,4/-
extras, for boltexrs, 3/6 and 2 white fleeces at shear-
ing time; %wo ﬁnderseraeants. 6/-; VYiinnower,3/6;
Bvery wood-carrier, 3/-; every carter, 3/-; Kit-
(list comtinued at foot of nexsg
P&SG .)
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Certajn workers. and craftsmen are not mentiomed in the
lisﬁ a;ﬁhoﬂsh their services must have been ¢¢nstantly en-
gaged,,e.g. masons, one of whom was Waltér, in the Abbey'
service for over thirty years.

The annual pay roll was, th@refore; considerably
higher than the above total would 1ead us to believe and
must haVé'impoeed a heavy burden on the monastic rosources.

During this reign of twenty-four yoars little substan~
tial extra income was derived <from grants nade to the .
'monks; If the Landboc records are complete, pious offer—
ings showed signs of a severe slump.

Shortly after 1317, William Aderwyne made over hia
fullins-mill at: Cotes and his lands a&eund the town, in
allk. about Gﬁ‘acres. to the Convent'in purem et penpetuam
chon 3657 B Porter; 2/#. AEWineherd, 577 Taster ﬁannea, 57¥,
Under Tanmer, 3/~; Carpenter who' finds the tubs,_S/Ai :
"Parlour'. Serjeant, 2/~. o
Tha» Abbotis Servantgt~ Butler, 15/4. Sumpter, 6/8;
Eéquire. .30/<; Messengér, /83 Padgroom, 6/8; Chaplain's
groomy. 6/8% Cook 67/8;. Gellarer s Bsquire, 6/8; Cellarer!s
groom, 6/8; - Underbtutler?. (probably paid by the Butlerd; -
Earrier. 10/-; Abbey Smith, 13/4; Smith's boyy 3/<3 :
Abdottg Miller, 5/-3. GappenSer. 13/43 Every Mgnor—ﬁenjeant,

10/-. " "The ehamberlain ought to pay his. own sexjeanﬁs. -
_Landboo. % 366"
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elemosinam.' (1)  Edith, widow of William the Smith of
Géﬁes, whose benefaetions during the last Abbot's short
‘reign have been noted, was, in 1317, still well inmclined
towards the}@onvenﬁ. 8he granted an acre and a meadow on
May 3rd, and, on July 25th, added eleven butts and some
land on Patcombe Way, all in frankalmoigne. (2) /Fhree
Jears lager, on the first Sunday in;%enﬁ,éaehﬁ de Bpoon-
ley gave a tenement opposite-fhe;ﬂenastery Gateway (3)
and Shomas de- Teynton quitclaimed his rights in the pro-
perty in 1333. (4)

£n Easter Bve, 1325, John de Budeley mortgaged 40
acres of his meadowland between Foddington and Hormingbon
%o the Abbot for £136, undertaking that if the ground
wag not redeemed in his lifetime it should become the Ab~
bot's aSsolnte&y. In the'meanwhile‘the interest was
fixed a8 6 marks(5)Fhis reasonable rate -appears to have
deen mnre'th&n-ho was able ta ratse, so the.land passed
to the Convent 'in perpetuam elemosinam' as soom aé the
royal licence was_obtainedloﬁ Octeber 7th, 1329. (6)

Apart from the above grants and acqnisiﬁions, very
little came in for thg specific purpose of maintaining
g —Tandboo, II. 455 —

(
(

ibid, 476-8
ibid, K 393-4
ivid, 410

ibid, 284-6

O\ AN =
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the Abbey servicés. The solitary gift for the provision
of lights in the Lady Ghﬁpel was that made by Walter, son
of the Miller of Tewkesbury, om July 17th, 132%. He gave
the Convent a messuage in Bete Street, Wincheombe. (1)
Very little other Susiness was transacted. Five agree-
mentis with tenants are recorded between 1317 and 1328. (2)
It is possible that there may have been some slackness at
this time in keeping the accoants and records, or silence
considered more prudent, as the above dealings are certain-
ly less than mfiight have been expected in so lengthy a
reign. HNevertheless, though the acquisitions were down
in pumber and value there was no diminution in the demands
made on the Abbej’dufingathis périod. The heavy exactions
of the Papacy are unrecorded by the Wincheombe monks, buf;
thede is-evidence in-pleﬁtylfor_the claims made upon the
Abbey by King and Bishop.  On Jaﬁuary'26th. 1332 the
King requested _as'sigﬁance_a_ from the Abbot.and €envenmt to
enable him to meet3fﬁe costs of the marriage of his sister
to the Count et.Guilders; This was an unusual appeal
and,=i£ymé§;fwas not:to ereate a procedent;s But the King
took no chances, for a clerk came with the request and hed
his instructions to put the Abbot's reply into writing. (3)

4d, 283, 349 - 358, 360
cal. c. R. 1350-3. 587

(2

) ‘iﬁgdﬁoc;‘ffj—ngg:g
| (3 Ga1
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prompt, since it was net uptil Pedb. 12th, 1335 that the
King was able to record a promise from Winchcombe of 20
marks. (1) |

FYor his wars, fdward III had demanded and received

It would appear, however, that payment was

40 'days*' service of two kmighte, in the persons of John
de Bourdeval, Piers de Bourdeval, Thomas de Holderngsse
;ndeiiliam de hytuzk.(2) He levied im great urgenay, -
a fenth for his campaigm in Scotland.-on November 11th,
1334 (3) and, on Jamuary 316th, 1339 followed it up with
a demand for a 1evy on wool. (&)

Fhe usual, or perhaps moré thap usual demends were
made for pensioms for clerks and others from the Abbey.
The first eame'én July 17th, 1516, becausc of the new cre-
atiocn of en Abbot. This was for Richard of orcester,
clerk, and ho‘wéa'ﬁm*be providéd Wi%h a benef&¢g~£5) Un-
til he was sagiéfied the Abbey had.to'go on paying him 5
narks a year. {6) |

' :bn~April'22ndd 1517 William Deveros was sent to tﬁe
Abbey by the King *ﬁo recéive the necessities of life,'(7)
Iy  ¢al. €. 3 '., “,_=m,_” . P. R. 15350-4, 422,

deted June Léfsh. iBBB. (Evesham paid 40 marks & St.

Bdmunds, 12.)
g2§ Landboc, II, 229

Cal. C. R. 1333 - 7. 356.
ibid, 1337-9. 634
(53 ibid, 1313-8. 424, & Lendboc, I. 297.
Lendboe, I. 297-8
€al. €. R. 1313-8, 462 '

164 :
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and two years later, on August 12th, TWilliem de Chenter
had authority to present himself for similar sustenance.(l)
But these three pensioners were as nothing compared
with the next royal request. This was that the Abbey
should make provision for a woman, Maude de Sydenham,
granting to her the dally allowance of a'monk. a suitable
robe yearly and a house éutside the Abbey Gate« The Ab-
bot eand Convent displayed marked reluctaence and hesitation
in complying with the novel demand, for, while sthey had
themgelves so0ld corrodies to women before this, it was
the first time that the King had éent a woman to them.
With their silence in the matter Bdward IIT grew impatient
and, onINovember,ZBBh. 1320 sent another demand to which -
he, expected an answer bearing the anvenﬁ-seal.-(2) . Un=-

der this compulsion the Abbey made a- substantial grant,

which they,antefdaﬁed to Febrhary 3rd, 13203 prohably to

excuse &heir;déigg; - Maude was no small drinker. She de-
manded her two éallpns oﬂﬁbeer»aFday.- ‘Her appetiite was
of a similér order:— two full dishes of food from the Ab-
bot's'daiiag as well as 'tWo more of Convent pottage. To
illuminétg~hér house in Vinyard Street, she drew 12 1lbs of

Paris candles; and kept warm with two seams of firewood

TI) "Tai. C. §=8%, 208

(2)  ibia, 344
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- déiiwered*evémyﬂweek. Her bedding 1itter was renewed

thrice a year,-and her’annuan-rebe'and pension cost the

monks three marks. ,&1$bge§h§r, Maude must have been a

heavy drain on the Abbey resources. (1) [The death of
one of the King's pensioneré did not bring any lasting
relief to the monks, as no soconer had spch an one gone
hence than the King presemted another 4im his stead.

When John de Martymgden died, it was not long before John

Goez was sent to replace him. He sﬁayed with the monks -

from December 20th, 1327 until his death c. 1340, (2)

but his maintenance was far less burdensome to the Abbey
than Maude's. For one thing, his thirst was mueh less,
a mere.gallon_and a hélf-of“beer a day was enough for‘
him. Nor did he oot as much, for he made 1% full dishes |
from the Abbot"s kitehon puffice. Straw for his bed

was changed but twice in the year, "if needful;" and hig
annual suit was to cost ‘but half a mark. (5) After his
deaﬁh, the King sent. the Cpnvent another guest>en Marcb
4th, 1340. This was Thomas de Holford, king 8 yeoman,

who had earned his pension for good service 'on either

slde. of the sea.' (4) Many of these guegts Iived too

long for the monks"@ockets. There was John de Yaﬁenden

E‘g “Tandboc, Is 5565
2) €al. C. R‘ 1527— O, 241
Eig. Landboc, E. 358 :
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st41l with them in 1320, aefter a sojourn in Winchcombe of
over seventeen years, during which he hhd enjoyed ample
accomodation for himeelf and groomi' On Jume 24th, 1320
the Abdbot and Convent revised his agreement with them and
nanaged to eut-it down soﬁewhat; the groom and horse were
sent away, but a mark a year had to be congeded to him. (1)
It may well be that he was getting past hersemﬁnship and
needed 'little extras' in his o0ld ages

The monks® burdens evoked little sympathy from the
$ishops. Rather d4id the Diocesans_add te them, for from
time to time the Abbey was expeéted.to £ind livings flor
clerks sent by .them. Bishop Thomas de Cobham, for ex-
ample, having to make provision for poor clerks; bethought
himsel® of the Abbey and its patronages so he sent a re<
quest, on March }4th, 1318 for a benegiée for Walter
Wéston'of Btraﬁford, aﬁdvcommissionéd the Abbot; of Eyee
shem“to see that somgpgigg;ﬁas dore in the matter. (2)
Three yeers later, onMa,y 25th, he éomzzséioned ‘the Abbot:
6f Cirencester to see that Winchcombe provided William; the
son o£ William de Stown, With a living. (3) It was. an
eaay and convenient way of getting deserving elerics ad-
vanced, bum it bore hardly&upcn the Abbey: wiﬁh its lﬁmited

g (ik E;amiboc. T 55%40. “For the origiﬁgi' grant see

éag 'gggisﬁem of BishoprThomas de Cobham, p. 2?2.
6
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patronage, 80 a@ra pressad by the fgaqpent royal) demands
of a similar natures |

- Vith all these ontgoings the Abbot and gonvent masd-
have been embarrassed on many .occasions, thouga crédrnewi~
aence of f&nanci&i disﬁress As apparent only twice during
the redign. @o Bobert Dqsﬁy& of Dumbleﬁon, £60 was owing
for corn suppldied to the Abbey; but he was no@ harsh in
'pmesﬁing for settiement and was contend. mi&h a bond drawn
up on August 29th,: I321 ‘by which the manks undertook to .
pay him 210 a year for six years. (1) Another bond was
made with Robert Peope, Burgess of,Gloucester, on Qctober
oth, 13528 prohiéiﬁg fo settle for the &48. 4. O worth of
cloth received from him in the previous year and for
that sont in the year.qu the bond, valued at £27. 16s. 0423
in—an effort tO‘make both ends mect the Abbet and GConvent
adged to the alreadyinumemoﬁs guests bg selling more cor-
rodies and ma&ing grants. | Most of these were settléd for
' unspecified amoun®s and, as will be seen, some of tbem
for'a certain sum. ' Possibly a few of these were granted
by tﬂe Abbot abbne and he wished to keep the business de-
tails frem his.brethren. There were complaints from
the Bighop ( Adam de Orleton) in his Qrdinances of 1329

'E‘[‘g* Yandbos, Ty 3367
2] ibid, 153363
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about this private sale of corrodies. After his visita-
:tien the traffic almoét ceaged and only one more was
| granted; but before it, some twenty-two eorrodies and
grants had been entered into by the Abbot and Convent,
either singly or Jointly.

| Some of the guests had paid well for what they re-
ceived. In 1316, John de Somery,"Rectdr of Bishampton,
baught himself good accommodation and the services and
maintenance of a greom and horse, . but the price is not
"disclosed. (1)  When the Abbey‘was in ﬁrgent;need hé
revised the grant and paid down 140 more marks oﬁ July
léth, 1320 for mueh more ékaboraﬁe fare, fraternity and
_community. (2) '

- On February 24th, 1517~William Deusing, Sheir wood-
ward at. Couridge, Twining and Stantan. ensured his mainr
~ tepance, when disadbled, by paying,ﬁaﬁ and promising half
of his'goods when be djed. The monks took care to see
th&t %hey were af ldberty to chsck his property £rom
time %o time, to make sure that he was not making awsy
with their expected share, and &2so insisted %hat the (
accormodation might be withheld until they were fully as~"
Bﬁred that his incapaci%y was genuine. (5)
iy ~Tandbos, 3565

§2% ibid, 333-6
3, .&andboc, I. 277-9
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On -August 1Cth, 1317 that same,Williém Dastyn, with whom-:

the'Ccnvent'léter entered into a bond, managed %o ?eisuade
the Abbot to grant a corrody to I:-Ia,\rgery of Aldertom, in
consideration of 140 marks. It was a good price; but
she expected much. Not only did she want her two gallons
of beer,_ﬁut also 6 pigs worth 3/- each for her 1arder, or
two cows or oxen instead, every year. At Martinmas, she
looked for 12 cheeses; on Ash Wednesday, 120 stockfish
oi 10/-, and 1,000 herrings or 8/-. Should her death
occur within five yeérsg then the Abbey's liebility was
continued for a year in Masses for the repose of her soul.(l)
For faithful service, Thomas Dogse of Hawling had a
manorial servant's allowance and the promise of mainten-
ance in his old age, on October 28th, 1321. (2} At ﬁhap
time no pfice was.mentioned in the Abbot's grant, but, on
Aupust 9th in the neiﬁfyear, he released all his inheri-
tance in Harline to the Convent, (3) a transfer that was
perhaps foreseen from the first. .

On the Thursdey after thé Epiphany 1322, iobert Bernard
of Dumbleton, -secured a corfody 'for a certain sum of
motey: and he was given a chambér under the 'Royal Chamhber',
with "frge access and egress; altogether respectable.”

(I)" Tandboc, I. 325-3C T
(2) ibid, 341-2

(3) Tandboc, II. 360-1
(4 Landboc, I. 343~4




hY

For half his goods at death, the COnvent granted John
of Radford Hall, on June 24th, 1525 a suPpIy of corn and
2 acres of stending wheat, while well or infirm. (1)
| The Abbot made Richard of SnOWshill a grant which
included plenty of food, and a lodging, with the option
_ of building his own chamber with Abbey timber. Thisy as
| the agreement of Aagﬁst 15th, 1324 shows, was.for foreign
and home service rendered and also because the Abbot was
- 'mindful of a sum of money' paid by him. (2)
Another of those who managed to obtain present suc-
cour for future payments was John, the Chaplain of Charl-
ton Abbots. On Oeﬁbber 18th, 1325 he bargained half
of his property, on his death, for a ocerrody, but in the
meanwhile he had to help in the Pariab and attend to the
Convenm's affairs in thedr c@nr&s. (3)

+ 4n addjtion to the clerks semt by others for bene~
fices £vom the Abbey, the Genvent had to maintain Filliem
de;Besco until they f£ound him a benefice. Bven then he
eﬁpecteﬁ_to:iodgé‘at the monks’4expensel—'if bis-diving
was near enough %o ailow.him"tc‘goutofand}£rqg buﬁ; if

ibid, 3504
ivid, 356-7




172

§ too far distant to allow of this, the lodging and corrody

: ~ had ﬁo.be surrendered. {1)

; . The bnay_corrody to be granted after the Bishop's

] Ordinance forbi@ding the tpaffic in such matters was that
granted %o John of Stratford on June 29th, 1332. The

- Convent allowed him generous fare and board (2}, but took
care to make him swear to surrender it on obtaining a bene-
fice of greater worth. Until then, by an oath sworn be--
forethe Abbot, Prior, Precent&r and Seniors in Chapter, he

~undertoek to be "faithful, brpfitable, patriotic, and a

- safeguard to the Convent." (3)

?he rest of the eorrodies and grants were all made .
in considera%ion of unspecified sums, or for services
,expe@ted or rendered. (4) Unless the sums paid were on

! a generous scale, or the serviess performéd profitable to

’ the Abbey, it is difficult to see how the Abbot and Con-

é vegt-eculd:have benefﬁted f:om their guests. It is true

# .ﬁhht ready money was obtained from some; but others

showed a retprn.on}y after their deaths, and? until then,

they, as well as those who had paid ready-money'were Riv-

ing eanong the monks and the Abbey servants; in all, a
9568, "Ts 330 (Hareh Tgﬁh.jﬁﬁﬁﬁ

2) 1ibid, 357 |

§3g ivid, 359

4) B8ee Landboc, I. 279, 333, 289, 338, 311, 354, given
here in order of time,and date from 151?—1322.

¢3):
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numérons body, perhaps at any one time never numbering

.1less than twelve. Such a body of:. sceunlar people represent-

ed, in ‘all probability, a half or a quarter of the Abbey's
population, exeluding the servants; -~ too great a propor-
tion in a community dedicated to praise and prayer. - The
constant presence of so many persoms, recently come in

from the oupér'world, must often have given rise to con-
f£licts, not only with the monks apd their menner of 1ife
and~§uie, but among themselves, and thus presented distract-
tions smd difficulties that must have far outweighed any
pecuniary bemefits derived from their payments.

BEarly in 1340, Richard de Idbury resigned, worn out

by age and cares. He received a liberal provision from the

Qoavent and was given a chamber in the Infirmary. (l)i

Although he had seryed under Abbot Walter de Wickewane,
he failed entirely to :uie with the sam; degres of wisdom
and skill. Beme, perhaps even muech, business was done
apart from the kmowledge and eonsemt of his bretheren and
in defiance of the Rule. MNoreover, by the seizure of.
Convent property for his pwn use and profit he_prbvoked dis-

‘eord and brdught upon himself the Bishop's displeasure.

- (1) VWorc. Epis. Reg. Bishop.Wulstan‘§ransford. fol. 14,

344, 38
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?Q;a‘disgracelwas made worse by the faﬁt fhat Richard de
Idbury nad_mié&sed the trust and power with whieh the
great qualities of Walter de Wickwane had invested the
office of Abbot, towering as he had done above his fel-
lows in ability and zeal and yet retainin@,their regard and
affection.

When it came to bargaining with outside bodies,
Richard de Idbury showed no great skill. His desire Ge
obtain Rowell [fanor and advowson was realiéed at far too
high-a price; that is, if he parted with £500 and Bled-
ingtdn Manor, as seems most probable.

For the comforts and well. being of his monks he
showed no concern, nor did he engage in building around -
the Abbey and Church. - In falling thus far short of Wal-
ter de Eickéﬁane's accdmplishmentsiin thege respacts.it:
- is’fOSEibie, pérhaps notymnﬁustly, o éeé'signs, nét only

.ot 1ndifference concernmng, but eVen of displeasure or
WOrse w1th his nonks . L _

If Walter de Wickwane s rule marked the high water
Iimiﬁ—of monastic prosperity. Richard de Idbury's unmis-
takabiy‘displayed the turning of the tide.‘
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CHAPTER. FOURTEEN.
. ,

The decline in the affairs of the Abbey noted in the
Yast Ghapter became more marked during the reién of the
next Abbot. Fer this the Prior and Convent were in pawt,
respbnsib;q because, when they had the'oppontunify to elect
a fit man to rule, they choge instead an unworthy Abbot,
and in aﬁph an unfitting and irregular manner thap the
Bishop was compelled to guash their electien.

The licence to elect was gramted by the Kimg, on .
March 27th, 13403 as soon as William of Gloucester and
Ai1lliam de Elmley. monks of .7incheombe, brongh$ news te
him of the cession of Abbot Richard de Idbury. (l) To
their ¢heice of William de Sherborne the rqQyail assent was
given on 4pril 10th (2).  However, there was .trouble among
ﬁpe-monks_ggncerning the manmey of the election, £or Wal-
ter of Tevresbuty and @obert of Alderton, two of the
brethren. and othors bore witmess to William dé Boys, {ec-
tor of Twining and Examiner of the Court of Canterbury, (3)
that it had deon merely a pretemded election,”cub short by
a decres of the Prior and others. _

A 1éng%hy,aazarcaﬁi®n cnsusd when the Abbgt-elect,
€. F. H. 133550, —
ibid, 452.

(3) William de Boys, probably was identical wiph William
de Bosco - clerk sent for benefite in the previons

Abbot's reign.




?rior_and Cbnvent appeared before the Bishop's Commissary.
The Bishop thereupon declared that he, with the gounsel
of legal assessors, found the election to be contrayy to
the form of compromise - uncanonical.

| It was then declared to be null and void; . and, with
the consent of the Chapter, he suspended that body's
power to elect. The Bishop announced from Alvechurch,

on April 26th that be had provided the same Tilliam de
Sherborne to the Abbacy, as '"being worthy for his probity,
ability and knowledge." (1)

Two days later, the King issued the mandate for the
‘restitution of the temporalities to the Abbot, "who had
been appointed by.the Bishop of Worcester after he had,
for lawful cause, gquashed the election previously made of
the said William in the Conventual Church, to which elec~
tion the royal assent had been given, and who had done
fealty}%o-the Kingf'(Zl‘ The Abbot, at last certain of
his position, was installed by Jobn de la Lowe, the Arch-
deacén,'on the Bishop's authoriny given from Bredon on
Nay 13th. (3) ,

' In the midstvof this internal turmoil a minor dis-
pute was being waged between the Abbots of Winehcomb% and
-%; Worc. Epls. Registers, Bransford, £ol. 35..

3) Register, Bransford, fol. 35

l?é,w ;,“,\
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Hayles over the lambs of the latter which had sought pas-
ture in the Parfsh Church lands at Winchcombe. Under the
seal of tép Arch-deacom of Gloucester, the Abbot of Hayles
agreed to pay 3/7% damages, 'for that once.' (1)

Perhaps because the Convent was still unsettled after
the election, the Abbot failed to attend the Chapter of
the Order held at Northampton on September 11th-15th, 1340.
His excuse'was not agbepted and he was pronounced contuma-
cious. (2) Nevertheless, he found that he had been ap-
pointed to visit the Abbey of Chester; the Abbot of that
house'havins been appoinged Visitor for the momasteries in
the dioceses of Coventry and Lichfield. (3) The Abbes,
-unlike some of the others appeinmted to similar functions,
had performed this duty by the time that the nemt Ghapter
was held at Oxford on Sept. 9th-1lth, 1343. (4) Bat he
~ dees not appeaé to have attended that meeting; instead,
He must have sent a proctor of sufficienqk@handing.T(S)'
Another duty was thrust on William of Sherberne for, on
April 20th, 1340, while thé election was s%ill in ddspute,
he was appoin¥sd by the King te be one af‘ﬁhe.colleetors
of the 9th Tax on lambs. fi@ec@s and sheaves. (6)

.....

zig “Tandboe, II, 297 -

é% Ghipﬁerg of tbe Epglish Black Monks, Vol. Ix. 18
ibid, 16,

4} . QHapters of the English Black Monks, Vol. II. 21

2— ibid, 19

C- P. R. l3§8¥40; 560
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The business proceeded too slowly for the King, who was
at war in France, and Edward III coﬁplained, on March
15th, 1341 that "by default of sending the proéeeds of
the same to hiﬁ beyond‘the seas he had been compelled to
make a truce with those of France." (1)

i.” : On September 29th, 1342 John Maltman of Winchecombe
gave an acre of land to the Abbey Sacrist,(Z) Such grants
o - are rarely reeorded'at this time; due, in part, to a

: decided falling off in support given to the monks, and
also through the efforts of the Convent to avoid payment .
of the fines for grants to receive property in mortmain.
That some propefty had been received from time to time,
and not always entered in the Landboc, is elear from the
list of benefactions and grants made when the Abbot and
Convent were granted pardén for having received houses
from 14 different persons in Wincheombe and one each in

% Gretton, Cotes and Frampbon; well ovér 4O acres of land
and 9/- in‘réﬁhs in the sbove places on Juﬂe 27tﬁ, 1344
‘at the request of the Archbishep of Canterbury3)

T, B. 1340-43. 153 ' | =

Landboc, II. 290-1 -

.Cs P. -Re 1343~-5, 321 ff. (Beveral of the properties
mentioned in the Pardon have already received notice

ahove, but most have been omitted from the Landboc
records.)’ ‘ ‘
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- The” two: iext’ years were marked by c¢onsiderable” laness—
ness: in.LPe locallty. Boﬁh'Hayles and(Tinchcombe Abbeys |
suffered: wery considerably fronm the armed bards that were
led by persons .of some standing. |

2 In 1345y Bir §1lliam Dastyn and others broke into the
close: and . houses of the Cistercians of Hayles at lLorming-
ﬁ0n4‘where-fhéy»aséauited the servants: and drove off horses,
oxen, sheep &nd sBWiné o the value of mﬁre-than’leolmatks;(l)

fuinchcombe . was-more unforturate in 13464, as an armed
band of over twenty men, all namedy, and dincluding four,
Hug&.de.Beycyn5;@homas~33méykyns} John de Tredington-andwf
John Telemony describdbed as *chaplains,' came quite ‘openly:
and broke into the'Abbeys ' There they assaulted monks as. -
well as monastic servants and c¢arried away a large quanti-
ty of the-goodss :-loreover, this attack was no mere:raid,
as the criﬂinaisfesﬁéblished a thorough'blockade of the

' Abﬁeyg*pfeventingbbothwthe~conveyance'of-fbodrto*ﬁhb“monks'

and the ‘performance of all acts of worship.and charity.:
‘Thomcomplaintsrofwthe'Abbot.regulted-in a Commigsion
of: Oyer and Terminer being appointed on July 6thy, 1346 (2),

and;“fourtéenAdays later, there was:a.warrant*out;for'the

{I) Pax'.lo, 226. Bpring 1943. D» 35.- Published by
o the o, s B.,af Prinknasthbbey; Stroud. -




.E'anresﬁ af,Hughlae Beyeyn and his confederates wh@ were
to be conveyed ﬁo'thelfower of London. (1)

The Law, however, was not always on the side of the
Abbey for, on Marnch €th, 1347 the Abdbot!s servant, John
Godale and the:cpok, William, were 'wanﬁed' fior the crime
of breaking into the Fark at Hanley and into thﬁ,Ma}vénn
-Chﬁse where them_engagpd.in fisning and steahina.deer.(a)
The spirit of unlawful adventure had lingered on within
tﬁé{Abbey walls afiter the departure of the thieves amd
hadadrimen these two men of the monastery some fourteen
to efghteen miles in search of. forbidden food. There was
lacking either a £irm hand within the Abbey or sufficient
sug&éggnqe‘tpr,the servants. |

Wor were the sepVants tpe only pgrsonsuyoipe>abroad
without the consent of their smperiors. Simen de Lega, |
‘ *mcnk,of the Abbey.«ha& discarded ‘the eowl and the restraints
of.- wel&gion gbout this time. Possibly @he attentions of
the faur«chaglains and their friends had alarmed him, or
he too may have beém short of food. Howeven._ﬁhe *worlg?
did not prove up to his expectations and he desired %o
be.wecpnciiédQ, He sought and obtamhed'pamden from Poée
Ciement Ei,wwho.'ia=1356. requested the Bishop of Woreces-
" §5-8, 182 '

. 3
1bid, 507
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.ter and Simon de. Bndbir&a. Papal chapaain and Qanon of .
Idncolny to carry ont the ordinence 'touching apos@ates.“(i)
If he was accepted at tho Abbey, he must either hgve ieﬁt .
again within a short time, as he is mot among'tgoae named
twe years later, or he nay have died in $he Biaﬁk Peath.
In 1348, a terrible outbreak of bubopic p&égﬁe. call-
 'ed the Black Death, spread from the ports of'Bnistoi“and
Woymouth and raged throughout the country. Ror two
years people died in greaﬁ numbers, possibly one tkird of
the population being ﬁiped oub. Probably Winchcombe
Abbey was more fortunate than many others in escaping
lightly, as there ane'no references to deaths among the
monks at thié time. At least three oﬁhﬁhé-;ommunity,‘
éxeluﬁing the Abbot, whose names are mentﬁ&ned at the
commencegent of the reign were. alive when William de Bher—
borne resigned in 1352.. " On the other hand, the Abbot and’
Gonvent a@@ear t0_have numbered'buﬁ twentm in all, a
rather. smaller~nnmber than mighm have been expected, un-
 less they were not a2 pzesent in Chapten (Sept. 18th,
1352). !

The long continuance of thﬁ visitation, whioh as a :
(ij"‘&;i‘"Fapam Registors, Papal Letters.gvzfi 1T, ‘355‘ :
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rule took six or nine menths to work out its virulence

in any particular spot, seems o have demoralized .society.
More robbav&es took place,'ané several monasteries suffer-.
ed loss. Winchcombe Abbey lost hpavily when John de Val
of Broughton broke imto the Abbot's close at Admington

agd carried away goods._assau&ted t&e servants and took
them off: as prisoners to Broughton. Against him the

- Abbot sé;ured. at aqépange o 29/, a-éommission of Oyer
anid Jermineron 4pril 10th, 1350. (1) By July 3rd, it
would appecar that the Abbot had secured sdme kind of '
 judgement against him for damages, as John de Val was ow-
ing the Abboeft £50 them, and the Bishop eof Worcester a simi-
lar sum. (2) But that 4id mot end the gentleman's
tr@nbles. for only after he had surrendered to the lar-
shalseazfrison on Mareh 2nd, 1350 did he obtain pardon

of outlawry for not appearirg before the Jusfices of
Oyem~and§merminer. (3)

By this time the Abbot himself was in serious trouble.
Reports of dilepidations and ailenabion of preperty ab the
Abbey were reachingfﬁhGVBishbp_of'Uorces%er. He entrust-

{2} ibia. 134@-56 255
{(3) €. P. R. 1350-4, %4
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ed the Arch-deagcon of Uoreester, on‘énne 4th, %351, with
the task of making an enquiry end visitatiom. (1)

Matters were carried a stage further when certain of
the monks mads thsir way to the Bishep/in London and laid
grave charges against ths Abbot. (2) Thereu@on the
Bishop commissioned the Prior of Wercester to investigate
the causes of the great dissersion that had arisen be-
tween the Abbot and the Convent, (Inly 20%h, E352.) (3).
The report must have deen é&verse, for the Abbot re-
ceived a letter, dated from Lendon, August 26th, 1352,
as fozlqmsz- "To his beloved Son, Abbot of Winoheembe.
health. peaece, and blessing. Gerfaiﬁ. your confratees,
are come to us in London, gnavemy oompla&ning of you;

\anﬂ, to: our grief, relating that evil repovt is busy

»against‘ygn, not only among the‘populace,vbux amongst
ncbieﬂ'andiprelates,'who are most urgent with ﬁs. aceord-

iag<td the duty of our office, not co.wmxhnold,a remedy.

 4nd for thaty we are amxious for the protectiom of your

honour, and leth, by eny steps (God knoweth) to put you

to shame, it would greatly please us, seeing haw things '

atand. if you can come to us in person. to defend youtf
TWorc. Bpis. Regs. Shoresby, Tol - 28d.

| .(a ibdd, fol. 52
£3) 1ibid, fel. 51
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seu. if Jyou can,. in pmvate and out o:B court, in ozr:de:e
-to ;t‘a:rnish us with ma@ter for your defence; or, we pnr—
'poss, in person, %o come down to you to sec whether the
outery hath any ground of truthy or to co@ﬂ.ee:\oia athers
with full powers of ending a business to which we can no
longer shut our eyes or pass {by; It yoﬁ‘j will come $o
Tondon, be hore before the Peast of the Eatitvi%y of the
Blessed Virgin, for beyond this, arrangements in this mat-
for we shall in né wise defor. And we enjoin you 4n no
wise to molest y@nr confraters, begauée of their coming
to us as gPorooadd, ner other @pponenté on account of tho
premlsses (1) |

Yo thls inviqsgt;ion: the Abbdt does not appear tq.have '
re‘spon&ed; so the Bis&ap gave notice on Sept.. ‘?*tih-‘of"’v.’l:iis
intem’;ion ho m‘nsit the Ab‘bey personally an the "mmsda.y
. ai"t‘.er the Exaltatz;on of the Cross, and summoned all to ap-
pear and to give Momaﬁiam upon the diﬁferemes and EX~-
cesses. (2) |

Oon Septeiber 18th, 1352 the Bishop came to the Abbey,
aceounpanied by Hen:ry de Newbold, Official of '\’Jorce-ster'. |
William de; Honyﬁon. Advoc:ate of the Oouxt of Gantex:burm
() \;orce ‘E@ia; Rogbe %onesﬁy, fol. 52, and. L

ID, xxmiv -zxv.
(2). ivid.. \




Jobn de Wakeham, of Lincoln Diocese, and others. In their -
pfesexice the Abbot and nineteen of his brethren assembled,
 and all took the oath, touching the 'Heky Seriptures. The
Abbot read from a schedule concerning his case and offered
his zzésigna‘b&;c?m; This way out of the crisis satisfied
the Bisnop, and the resignétion-was accepted as the late
dissensions threstgned to disperse the monks and ruin the
monastery. (L) | N
There remained gtill, however, the problem of provid-
ing suitably for the ox-Abbot and of doing so in a mapnen
that would leave the minimum chance of further &ifficul-.
" tles arising out of his presencé; The solutien might
have been to send him elsewhere for the rest of his 'da;yé-'.:
but very few mepasteries cared to receive a mgn affer
he had been turned out of his own community, partdcnla;fls’
one who bad held office and might prove too inconvemient-
1y wise for %he peace of Abbot and menks.
‘The JBishop“ golution was at once wﬁse axz.d compassion— ,
ate, - fully in keeping with the caution, kindness and fizm- N
ness shown in his letter taé William de Eherborne. Having |
regard to the ex—Abbot’ 8 humilﬁ'ty amd wisdem disniayed bsr
his x'esigna‘tion. he wdained, on the next day, ghat he :

[63) ?-32-4 E’@ﬁw Bpis.Regs. Il‘hd'&?eby
(Three monks word present whese nmames have deen.
noted adbove,. vig.s 74dliam de Glouecester, William
de Elmley, and.Valter de¢ Tewkesbury. Uilliam de
Newynton was ?rior.)



should have a place of honour in Choir and Chapter,pext
to the ruling Abﬁot whenever: he #isited the Abbey and
stayed in his allotted chamber for two or three days,at
Convent charge. If he remained beyond that éime, he was
to provide for his own maintenance. His expenses were
to be borne by the grant to him of the profits of Twining
Manor, where he was to live without let 6r hindrance.
A commission of five, comprising Johﬁ; Prior of Worceater;
Thomas, Abpot of Hayless William, Prior of Llanthony;
John de Somery, Rector of Twining; and Walter de Sherﬁérne,
Rector of Stanton was appointed to see that he had his
pension. In default of this the Abbey would be callgd
upon to pay éao to the fabric of VWorcester; and, 1f the
ex-Abbot was disturbed or hindered, the greater excommun-
icatiog.‘ The Abbot and Convent were empowered to gcorrect
any laxity or excess on his parg, if reported, but they-
might not withdraw their procuration. (1) |

Thus concluded the reign of Abbot William de Bherbqrne,F_
the most inglorious in the long history of the Abbey.
Paulty in its inception, it closed in t‘urbu_lénce and with
discredit. By twelve years of mis-rule tﬂe fortunes of
the Abbey declined from bad to worse, end it was well

Viorc. Epis. Regé. Thoresby, fol. S&.
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for thé Abbey ﬁhat he was removed from control when he
was; for, had he continued in his office for very much
longer, the Community would have been compelled to dis-
perse through poverty and discord. The .sorry heritage

. that he left to his successor, the debts and difficulties
thgt had accumulated, almost overwhelmed an abler man and
would undoubtedly have quite vanquished William de Sher-

borne, had he continued to bear rule.

With such an Abbot at its head, it was not to be ek—
pected that the pious would be moved to contribute with
that same generosity that an able man like Walter de Wicke-
wane had evoked. 1In fact, very iittle had come in to off-
set the losses occasioned by the Abbot's lack of abiiity
and his unlawful depredations. On the other hand, apart
from-thé current demands of Po;e and State, which were met
\ in the past and might well have been in this time, the
specific calls upon the Abbey were no@;as'heavy as in pre-
vious reigns. .

Cn April 8th; 13547 the ging demanded from the clergy
a loan to assist the war with France. (1) Winchcombe was
promised, on December 4th in that same year the repayment

of its contribution which amounted to £19. (2)

. TIJ Cal. C. R. 1546-9, 268

(2) ©. P. R. 1345-8. 340. (Gloucester Abbey lent £38;
. Great Ilalvern, £12.13 4: Little Malvern, £6)

o
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Even this loan could not be met without borrowing, for
the Abbot acknowledged that he owed £80 to Richard de Piri-
to, on October 26tﬁ, 1548 (1) and he was in debt again by
liay 6th, 1352 for 13 marks, owing to the Prior of Llaﬁ;
thony. (2) '

There was a reduction, however, in the number of those
sent by the King for maintenance in the Abbet and for
grants from it. The usual demand for a pension until a
benefice had been found was made at the time of the Abbot's
appointment. John de Wynwyck was sent on April 24th,

1340 (3) and ke was granted five marks a yvar; (4) bdut
there are no other such claimants noted during the period.

Cn July 15th, 1344 the King demanded hospitality for
Robert Wycherd, as soon as his wife should die. At the
time, she was living at Winchcombe, supported by the monks,
who were disinclined fo take on her husband on‘his bereave-
ment. However, all their excuses were waived aside by a
determined King and the monks bowed to the inevitable.(s)'

The vacancy created by the death of Thomas de Holford
was filled only after some uncertainty. John le Clerk,
yeoman of the‘King's Poulyry, was sgent to the Abbey, on

- (7Y Cal. C. R. 146-9, 593 i

{2) ibid, 1349-54, 499

3) ibid, 1%39-41, 498
(4) Landboc, I. 344
(5 Cal. G. R. 1343-6, 448
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‘Jaﬁﬁary 4th, 1349 (1) but died before he reached there.

This did not, however, felieve the monks, because John

‘Dymock, yeoman, was sent on Pebruary 28th (2) but a change

9# Plans resulted in his going to Gloucester instead. In

the end Henry atte Nalse was the man selected for the

Abbey, end he, presumably, reached his destination.(3)

‘Apart from these demends, the Pope requested provision for

two clerks. The Abbey was called upon to present William

‘of Bisley, H.A¢ to a benefice in 13434 but, because this
" collation was regardeq as 'almosat useless,' a similar re-
"_qhést was sent to Gloucester Abbey. (4} Two years later,

.gné&her clerk, Henry, called 'Benne of Winchcombe,' had

thé Pépe?é authority to receive a benefice of not less

'than 20 marks a year, if it had a cure of souls attadhed;

but 15 marks would suffice, if without such a responsi-
bility. (5) ' | | |
‘Two rather heavy burdensvwefe.laid:upon the Convent
by the Abbot. The first, a grant of fraternity end &10
a yéér out of Rowell Manor,lwas made to John de Soméry,

 Rector of Einewarton, on March 14th, 1341. For this he

| haa.paid‘iuo marks. The transaction was most favourable

(2) ibid, 1349-54, 76
(3) ibid, 82
g; Cal. Papal Regs. ?etitions. 1342~1419 6l

ibid, 9% & Cal. Papal Regs. Letters Vol. III 206
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e the Bectcr. vho thereby received interest of more than |
10% on his outlay, - a most advemtageous Lifc Aanuity.(l)

The oﬁher, in all probability an unpriéed‘corrody,
is entered as a grant 'for past and future services and
advice.' 1t was made to Robert of Alne, Bector of Alve-
chupch, in 1350." His accommedation in the matter of
housing, fuel apd meat waé most generous. Each Martin-
mag, he bhad an ox, worth &/-, and four.pigs, or 10/-.
To‘his chamber was attached a stable and chapel, and a
plot of land, not yet built upon near to St. Peter's
Church, went with it. Against the winter, four ﬁagpns,
each drewn by three'horses, brought him fuel. (2)

| | II. o

The election of Rober% de Ipwell followed immediately
wpon the: nesignation of Abbot William de Sherbonne. Pre-
sumably it took place in the presense oﬁ‘the Bishop. (5)
The RewW . Abboﬁ was . a mnnk_of the Hbuse and of. fairly maﬁure
| agd, havingﬂbeen ordained Pmiescxby Bgshop Thomas dﬁ
Cobham at Tewkesbury on March 24th, 1319. (4)
: Iﬁ=wodld appear that the Bishop hadugane to the Ab-
beg well exgectﬁng to depese one Abbot and appoint another,

o i T

Landboc. T. 35 , s ’ -
ibid; 262-4 ‘ ,
orc. Fpis. Regse fole 53 . _
Begister of Thomas de CObham. Worc. Hist. Soety.
EQ Ho Pearﬁe, p' '544. ’ .




. for steps had a;fea@y'beeﬁ:ﬁaken te'secure the necessary
licence for an eiection;':ghis wés'granted on the day that
William de Sherborme ceased %o rule, September Ioth,

'1552, (2) and four days Rater &he.raéam abproialhwas grent-
ed for the election of Robert de Ipwell. (2) The mandate
for the restitution of the ﬁempobaliﬁies fo%lowed on
September 26th. (3) On the same day the Abbey was called -
upon to provide the asuam pension for a'Eing‘s elerk until
a benefice had beon found for him. (&) '

Qhe Bishop issued hﬁs'mandaté to 5@9 Arch deacon of
Gloucester to place the new AbBbot in his stall dn Chapel
and Chapter .on Soplember 288.(5) |

411 this epiacapa& attention proved costily to the
Abboﬁ, for when he. came to settle his dues on the day of’
installation he_was uneble to meeb hisfl§abi;ities by 20
navks. (6) | ) R

"Unfertunétely;'this'debt $o the Bishop was'no'mere
temporary embarrassment, but was merely one instance of
the éxtreme'poverty and‘distrésé'in which the'ﬁbbetﬁahﬁ
Convent found tbemselvee after yeerc-of mﬁsru&e.' Bo-grave

)y . PR 3EEE$If“§§§“
' - ibdd.
ibid.
Gal. C. R. 1349*54, 507.¢
(5} TLapdbee, II, X=vis
). Gala Go Ro 1549-540 507

‘w i§i1>l
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was the oituaticn that the momks woTe'quite imable to ade
Just their affairs. and in their extremity they had rsocourse
to their Patron, the King. ,

On July 24th, 1553 Edward ITI, with the consent of
' the Bishop, put the Abbey and all its possessibns into the
koeping of four Commissionersi- QGuy Bryan, [lastor John
Zeach, William de Cheltenham and Robert Palet. These,
with the adviee of some of the more disercet of the monks
were "to maintain the pious works of the house, find reésen-‘
able sustenance for the Abb@p and Coﬁvent and the ministers
thereof, and to apply'ﬁhe balance of the issues of tho
house in discharge of the debts and relfisef of the estate
thereof." (1}
It was as well for the Abbey that its affalrs passed
into the oontrea of these bnsineas men., - for the community:
was in grave dgnger of dispersal. At-leasﬁ.ane monk had |
left ;_'This waﬂjTthaSUOfﬂMalmeBﬁpll; As his name is not
among'thoée*whe-weré called befors ﬁne Bishop‘when,Abbot
William de Shorberme was depoced it may be that he was
profeseed after that tine, but more likely that: he had
gone awvay" before then. Whatever his reasons were for
leémingg he repented and desired to return. _To‘;hia end ,
he obtained Papal permission b0 be reconciled, on June 30fh,

mpm——

, HBL NN




1553. (1) It would have been better had that permission
boen withheld, as he brought disgrace both on himpelf and
his community by breaking into the house of Philip de
Ghébeseye at Winchcombe,'damaging deofs and windows and
making off with some pyéperty. For this crimevhe was out-
laweds bdbut on giving himself up-at.Glbuoescer. ke obtained |
pardon for his outlawry on Nay thh, 1354, (2},

In ¢anuary 1360, the Abbﬁﬁ;aﬁdzConven@ received, wubat
was at this time a rare benéfaction, some land and a house,
together with a rent of 1/». This was granted by William
de Framelsworth end his wife, on condition that the monks
found one of their number to celebrate a daily mass for
éhe souls ef-ﬁhe donors in the Abbey Church. (3) sew
people at this time were imelined %o support the great
Abbey; ‘on the doatfary;'faf'more were.dispased’to-ﬁéﬁrit.
even with violence. ‘ f .

*Only a. fow woeks laber (Gune 16th, 1360) a commission
of Oyer "and Terminer was evoked by the Abdet because Joha,
Yicar of Winchcombe, and his Carate, John Panter with
twenty-hine other towmsmen broke down the Abbey sabes, car-
ried away the monks' goods and assaulted the servambs.

1) Oal. Tapal Iotters, Vol. 11T, 1542-62. p. 515
2‘ Go Po Rh 1354"’6 M

- {3) 4ibi4, 1358-61, 317, and Landbec, II. 118-9
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Despite the fact that the Abbey was s8till urder the protec-
tion of the King, 'for no small time ! the monks were be-
seiged by their attaékers so that they and their men dared
not 36 out o buy food and otker necessitiess(1)

To the troubles at their gates was added discord with-
in. Between the Abbot‘aqd Convent friction had come into
existence. Poverty does not make for péaee'and tranQuikity
and under straitened circums%ances such as_ébbained.at'thé
time, it was difficult for any Abbot to rule to uwniversal
satisfaction, so Robert de Ipwell.resigned,'probaﬁL& early
in October 1360. | |

His reign marked the lowest level of the Mcnastery'
fortuness For this, the Abbot cannot be held entinely Te-
sponsible as he entsred into control after the ‘house had
almost been ruined by his predecesaor, and lmmediately
aftegwards he had the control of fingnqeutazen from~him
by the four ﬁoyal Commissioners. For sometfime, thep, his
powers were élmost'entirélyYGOnfined tO'ﬁhé?spiritnal side
of his office, but that was perhaps the most trying sphere
" of all, for some.at least bf the ‘monks appear to heve heen
Jong out of control and very impatient of discipmiie-bemg
liable, like Thomas of Maimshull.-%o,break oux»gnaﬂget"into_
conflict with the law. '5More6vér compulsory fresdom from
£inancial responsibiiity did not bring.escape-fiﬁﬁi@onfliat |

with secular neighbonrs who paid little regard to the
(1)'0 P. R. 1358—61, 420a : '

,,,,,,,
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authority of the rgja& txrus%f;ees .of the Abbey, bub saw
: only weakmeos in the Abbey's misfortunes and a favouradble i
opportunity to harass the distracted Gonvent. |
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. CHAPTER: FIFTEEN.
'

The state of the Abbey when Robert de Ipwell re-
signed from office was so desperate that drastic measures
in the appoinxment‘oﬁ his successor and the relief of the
Abbey were necossary. Portunately both the King and
the Bishop proved themselveé helpful to the Convent in
its distreas.

- As soon as Bishop Reynold Briam of Worcedter (1352-
61) had certified that the Abdbotship was vacent the King
gave licenee to the Prior and Convent to elect (1) and.'
at the same time, "out of compasgion fer the poverty of
the Abbey whoée faculties in these daygs scarcely suffice

for the sustenance of the monks," he did noﬁ sequéaQ;ate
the temporalities of the vacant Abﬁaoy but allewed¢th§a
Gonvent to geceive the income. For the sape reason he
élso-w&iﬁed!ﬁis-right to dgmand & pension. for one of his
<clerks at the mew creation. (2) | ,

o avoid "the peril cuffinconvenience of discord”
the Qonvent decided ﬁoﬂieave'ﬁhe choice of the nexﬁ'_
Abbot in the hands of the Bisghop who providediﬂaltem de
dynforton, a monk of the Cathedral Ghuroh of .ilorcester

Ty 0. P K. 1 s hE7. @eﬁober oy ©l- P
(2) ivia, 468 -
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and a man whose capabllities must ha#e béen well known
‘to‘thé Bishop; | The royal assent to this appointment was'
given on November 20th, 1360 (1), andithe temporglities
were ordered to be delivered om December 1st. (2)

It was a wise decision on the Bishop's part to bring
in a monk from outside of the Community as Abbotb.
Walter de Wynfortdn'ppgvéd equal to the demands that were
made upon him, for by exploiting exist;ng.prep@rty and
rights to the full he not onlylavoided early éollapae but
even achieved a measure of security and prosperity for
his House before the close of his thirty—f;ve years of
rule.  ‘Throéghout this leng reign his experience as
Cellarer at Worcester must have proved invaluable to the
Abbot. (3) -

One of the first tasks confronting the Abbot was

the}exerciee of the monastiec paﬁroﬁage, whea_aowell'be-
ceme vacemt. 4 monk of the Abbey, William de Ludlowe
was chosen. and he was instituted to that cure on February
6th, 1361. (4)

By this time it was clear that the Abbot was a strong
man and thét he intended to reform the monks, so that
troublesome monk and 1ate'ont1aw,-@homas de Malméshull (5),
111.'xxvii are'inagzror ih daﬁing the appoinfment

a year earlier.
%2; ivid, 497

VY.C.H. p.70.and Landboc, II. xxvii

(4) Sede Vacante, 209. Ordination to Priesthood, Sede ‘
: . Vacante, 314. ‘

(5) B8ee above, PP. 192 193



again[toqkbté the road, this time in eeculam:habit;

His vagabond wénderings displeased the' 4bbot who, by let-

ters patent, fnformed the King. Thereupon, Robert de

Sedgeberrow eand Henryp de Walton were appointed to arrest

him-and to bring him baek to the Abbey "te be ehastened
according to tns Rule og;the Order." (1)

A pore sefious problem was the rehewéd pestilence
in the district, for the,Blédkgﬁeath again broke out and
many of the monks and conversi aﬁ_Ha&les.éﬂed in 1361-2.(2)
-Wﬁiﬂe there is no record of similar losses at Wincheomde
at this time, 1t is moat probable -that the Abbey did not |
"en{;&;g:elg'escape the momgé and the agude difficulties
. that followed upon ﬁhe loss of many of the monastde ser~
vents and labourers. ,..

'-;Ebﬁ‘ébbgﬁf@ad enough prodblems to'meet wmthbut'the
_extra eﬁpepses threateﬁe&'by tho rise in wages demandeé
my a much r?&ucod“ldbour&ng class which saw BOW’ﬁh&ﬁ there
was a greater eaii for wsrkems than caula @e,me%, excegt
.by a dord prepamed o pav woell onough %o aﬁtraet “Those - i
.who wore free to work where they liked. By way of compen—
'7sat¢ng this new situation and overcoming the in&ebﬁedness

of "the,, Abbey ke turned his attentlion to the benefioe of

Elg Tove 1at, 1561. GC. P. R. 1361-4, 151
FiX, No. 226. Spr;ng 1943, p. 34
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Pwining. The recﬁqryvthe:e had a good~in¢oge'that might
well come to the monks, save for a comparatively small out-
_ going to a Vicar. The first step in the matte; of appré-
priation was secured by the issue of the King's liéence to ‘
appropriate on January 22nd, 1362. (1) But little further
headway was made, and it was not until 1379 that the Abbey
really secured a good hold om the living. In the meantime
further bnidgng:were laid upon the Abbey when, in\1563,
Pope Urban V reéuired the Abbey to provide, first Robert
Pdeber with a benefice. (2) and then one for Henry Walker, .
of an annual.value not less. thea aao. (3)

Into the midst of the worried community, the Prior .
of Worcester intrudeq when he yisited'ﬁhe”Abbay Qn;ng‘19th,v
1364, during ag_episcopal vacaﬁéy. (q)ﬂ'lﬁqﬁgygi Hé"iaﬁ
nothing unﬁavoﬁiablé to record, so thelﬁbbbtﬁwQﬁld»appear ‘

to‘ﬁﬁﬁé’begn doing his best under the'éircﬁmstandeé.7
| About the same time the Abdbey suffered damage from a-
severe whirlwind. To enable the monks to carry ‘out the
necessany repai&s the Pope granted and Indulgénce of a year .
and forty days, for the next ten years, to all penitents
who on the chief feasts of the year visited and ‘gave. aims
to thevchureh of the Abbey. (5) This promising:concession

¢al. Papal Regs. (Petitiona) 1}42*1419 451
ibvid, 457

Sede Vaeante, 220 - N
‘cal Papai Regs. 1V. 'Dettersﬂ 1362-1404, 41.
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which was granted at Avignron on October 22nd, 1364, was

| probably made in response to-the pqrsonah appeal of ﬁhe
Abbot who was out of this country at about the time;
since, on Jamuary 24th, in the next ydégs the King ap-
proved of Richard de Walneford and Richérd Bussellazas his
attorneys for one year. (1). |

While he was away,; the Abbey obtained from the Vicar
of Wﬂincheombe. Phﬁa};ip; and Wiliam Sclattere, the Chaplain,
4 messuages, 215 yardlands and two parts of a messnagé in
Dry Marston and Winchcombe and the reversion of one mesgu-
age, one yardland and oné third of a messuage and yardland
in Dry Marston - the total rental value being 13/4 a year.
In return the Abbey undertook to keep a lamp burning daily
am:phe Mass o£ the Biesaed Virgin before Her Altar in the
Abbey Church.(2) _

At Michaelmas 1366, the first pf severa} lawsuits cém—
menceds It arose by reason of the refusal of John Nate,
a weaver, t0 pay rent and give service for his hoiding.

As the defendant did not appear on. several occasioms, the
property wagfﬁaken into thekﬁin@'s»hand; At a later heap-
ing, the Abbo% proved_to=be:w&theut the deeds of the prepef-
7. Hewever;:in the end,'ﬁhe-abbot-es@&blisheﬂfhis;migh%-

= L

0- ) e . 560 o ’
ib4d, 176 and Lendbec II. 12¢-9. Pdne 5 marks.
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%0 the property and the 4/- rent and three days boon
servioe due from its tenamts. (1)

In Michaclmas 1369, the Abbot, by hig game a%tormey,
Bichard de Welnoford, took Richard and Acnes Webbeley %o
Gourt for tho rent of a house. When the tonant's brother
claimed the property as ‘his, the Abbot was put to the
trouble of proving that it had belonged to his predecess-
ors €rom time immemorial. The verdict was for the Abbot
vith four marks costs. (2) 4 similar case opened in
1371 and was mot settled in the Abbot's Pavour umtil
1379. (3) Qhese actions, and perhaps theré were more
beéide but unrecorded, display the eogsérvaﬁive character
of’ tre Abbot, who, liko his fellow ecclesiastical lo:ds,
was less able to change. ﬁith the times than were thé lgy-
lorde, buﬁ strove €c¢ maintain thé righﬁs ‘and dwes so long
enjoyed by his corporation againsﬁ the dissatisfied ten~
antis and workere whs ex@ecﬁed.ﬁo beneflttfrom the. eondis
tions arising after thc Biack Death. His frequent ro~
course to law-arose not out of harshness, but rather from
a. senee of responsibility to maintain that. which had been
siven‘inte his keeping, - the Lord®s heritage, the holy
'Houée, and'its neans of 8UpPport. |
T s and'oc, 1T, 450-B.

“]‘Landbec. II, 436-440
“dbid, 446-—450 -

.‘:\



- The Abbot was eéually alert and vigerous where ec-
clesiaétieal rights were éoncerned, as‘Hénry Benne, now
Rector of Haselton, found when he sought teo evade his
responsibility to provide Yanworth with a chaplain for
all services and sacraments and to maintain the chaplaints
house "next the churchyard there." fThe=R@qtor found him-
self called before the Bishop's Official and he hotly dis-
puted the contentione. The  Judgement, was given againgt
him, and he found himseclf bound to perform ell that had
been demanded. (1) |

The times wore indeed difficult for the ecclesiastical
land and preperty owners; robberies and evasions becoming
more frequent. In self defence the Abbotsg of sgeat houses
were often banded tosether for joint actien with bne en—
couragement of the Pope; On. May ISth, 1566 the Pope coms

to aid the Abbot of Uinchcombe for £&vq_3eams agaﬁns%
 Just detainers of property and Yo act as Jndges and Con—
servators whemn reguired in ¢ases calling for resﬁ%ﬁu@ﬁnmz_ '
ard in vrongs demanding summary and full imvesﬁigationgv.
%ﬁ other cases they might ompley ecclesiastical censure -
calling in, if need de the. secular arm. (2)

(3) ianaboc,‘$=' ' The Tector had been provided

: widh a Denefice f§y¥ ‘the Abb&y. Bee paze 189.
£2) 1bid, 83-7 . .

missiomed the Abbots ofvaesham, @imencestem. anﬂ Hayles C
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By the time theb the Commission had = expired, the
Abboﬁ 8411l ‘had, apparemtly, 2004 grounds'ﬁof misgiving
where'his property was concerned, asfhe'bb%ained, through
the good offieos of liaster John de Bramketre, the King's
clerk, permispion to fortify the Abbey and other buildings
uaround it, on Iarch 56h 1775. (1) |
Cn the more disﬁanﬁ ranors various ﬁrespasses were
_heing.commiﬁteé. A% Admington unlawful fishing wag go-
;fﬁé-on. and against thesec respensibie for it the Prior
'of Uorcester ordered the Rural-dean of Campden and all
rectors,'vicars and parish priests to pmoncnhce senﬁeneo |
of the greaﬁer excommumioation_on March 252&, 1373. (2)
The prevamling unpopularity of the landlords at:
this time. and in particular the ecclesiastieal ‘corpora-
'tions, had, no doubb. something o do with the paucity
in grants to the Abbey. Unzim.rebruary 5th, 1375, when
| a llcende was. issne& for ﬁhé grant by Thomae Bishop.
'.Chaplain of Weston—under—Edge, of a messuags, yardland
and three acres of meadow at Heneybqu;ne, worth 20{%
. .year for a light te be'ppovided QyQﬁhe monks’duri@gfﬂish
Nass at the High Altap in the Abbeg Church, there had.bdecn
| 'np,adéitions to the monastie property fog the 1ast teg
'HEZ Landbo¢. '

Seds Vaaanté. 320
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years.(1) - |
éUﬁrest.was still prevalent, frequently finding ex-
‘pression in demage to property and theft of goodss Com-
missions of enquiry were ordered on November 10th, 26th o
and 27th, 1377, on complaints Dy the Abbot of "felonies,
trespasses, oppressions, extortions and other wrongs done_
to ‘men and tenants. of the Abbey.?,(a)J ;The;firét'and last

of these commissiongs.dealt with troublos around the Abbey

itsclf, but- the second took into account happenings . a®

Cotes, Charlton~Abbols, Admington-and, Corndene, as well.

- As an offset to thesezlosses the,Abbot,and.Convent
at lact managed to gecure the apnropriaﬁion of~thé bene-
Zice of ‘vinlng, on Octcber 6th, 1379, from Henry Wakoe=
field, Bishop of Worcester (1375~S5). If the reasons that
satisfied him were genuine, &and the history of the-last
few.years.éertain;yasubpdrtS'the,monég} laments, then the
ConVenp's~fesources certainly stood in very despérate-negd
ofwséeedy augmentation.-_Gompulsory;ceaseleés héspitality,
costly lawsuits, barrer lands, services, anrd rents reduced
to almost half by deaths of tonants and servents in the
pestilence, the ruin that had befallen the Monastery ana
its Hanors in the frightful gales and by dilapldatlon and

{ T. P R..137A 7. 70 and Lauabcc. LI, 124-5
(2 c. P- R 1577—81, 9G, 93, 91-



the warious eorrodies and debts had brought the Abbey to
a}dangeronsvdégreé'o£ poverty. (l)-v -

Fo avert. the threéﬁeuing disaster the income from
Gwining Church was anncxod %o the monastery, save for a
*Pit portion' reserved for the Perpetual Vica&-and'an '
. annual pension of 20/~ to the Bishop to coﬁpensaﬁe‘him
.for the loés of’rg@égnevsgqta;ned..because the Abbot and
.Convent weré daqtplééé'réétprs who never }apaed'in their:
tenure. (2) | .

The Prior of wOrcester confirmed the appropriation(})

- and a-renqwalhof the cut-of-date Royal Licence was issued
on§P§5?ﬂgny}&fg3f1$$Q?a(#) The Pope gave his approval
on April 26%h,ggjédl:(5)-" | |

In accordance with the scheme whereby-Benedictine
Abﬁq%sgdartié&feu%'#isitations\of other Houtes of the
ordor, Abbot Walter de;@ﬁhﬁqéﬁon recéiﬁeﬁ:aﬁﬁhcrity to
visit Johm, the Prior of Worcester, on August 30th, 1380,
and he weﬁ%.there on Beptember 1?tp.'(6) | |

Por faillng to pay the £5 that he owed the Abbdot,
.Wiliiaﬁ,Wﬂlieye was outlawed, but he obdained parden on
February ist, 1384. (7)

~

(IJ Eondvee, IZ, 97-8

(2% ibid, 1QG0.
(3 ibid, 101
(4% C. P. R. 1377-81, 434.
%5 Landboec, IX, 78.
6) Chapters ¢f the English Black Monks, Vol 111, 236-7
(7) €. P. R. 1381-5, 368
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p In the following year, two others Beceived pardon
A for their outlawry, Adam of Upton on Eebruary 12th (1)
and William Smythe of Bibury on June 2lst. '(_é.)' " Their
crime was trespass, and they were prdbably not unéonnect-
ed wiﬁﬁ the recent disturbances on the Abbey property.
Ahout this time Wiiliam Comﬁen&y,AAréhbishop’of'
Canterbury, visited the Abbey, and on November 7th, 1384,
he confirmed the_cqnveﬁﬁ;s tities to the Parish Churches
of Winchcombe, Rdwell; Sheiborne; Twining and Enstone;
and also the right of the Abbqy to draw an annual pension
of 20/- and tithes from tho anor from Bledington, .O/-
from the Church and tithes from the Hanor of Mickleton,
two parts of the greadb- tithos of Stanton, tithes of Dry
; Harston Hanor and those of Hawling, Haeelton, Charlton—-
E, Abpg&s; Yagwpr%h andiginewar@on{§(3)~

= About this time, a heated disﬁute wagedfbetﬁeen the

Abbot and Convent on the ome hand, and Lhomas Power, Vicar

of Wincheombe, on the other. Power pfo%ested»agaihst
hig 1iability %o repair the chencel and windows of The
Parish Church, despite the faet that judgement had boon

(1) €. P. R. 13815, 521
£2) ibid, 573
(3} Landboe, II, 12-14
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?:siven“against:aaformerdvicarw»Johﬁ.Brighéhptég,‘c.
. 136045 (1) on this same:matter., Bishop Henry Wakefield
-ordered. Power to carry out his duties in this respect,

but the Vicar refused and was excommunicated.  (2): .

- Thereupon he appealed.vainly to the Archbishop of Can-

terbury and-nexmztOvthewPope, who ordered a‘'discreet

aand,quietrinvestig&tibnaofnthe matter -by the Abbot-of
- Gloucester and the Archdedcons of Worcester and Glouces-

’lter. 3) When the Archdeacon of Gloucester retiréd

from the case, the Abbey appealed .to Rome, not being:
satisfied ﬁith'the'remaining‘auditors%‘iiThe Pope &ap-
pointed~Andrew,Baret;aPapal~Chap1ain; to hear.thegcase;_
and'he;;beingféatisfied~that’there existed:sufficieﬁt
grounds. for the appeal, cited Power to appear before

- him. (4) _However, the .hearing was delayed by the ab-

‘sence of the necessary deeds, which were demanded.,
eitheriin‘theaoriginal“orfcertifiE&-t#anscripts,(5):
and by 'the failure of Power to present himself, towards
the close of 1386. (6) = Meanwhile, Baret had-quitted
the Roman Court,on-otherubusiness.‘so<the.Pope-appoint-

ed John de Chamberis as his deputy. (7) The Proctor for

) See above,pp. 195=4. ... -
Landboc, II. 67-68°
. Landboc, II. 68
. ibid, 69
ibid, 50
ibid, 51
ibid, 48 & 70

(4
5
6
7
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the Abbey. Richard Drayton, appeared before this Auditor
',and charged Power with contumacy for nonrappearance.
_Power then appointed as his Prootor, first Bernard ‘de
‘Pisis and‘afterwarde John de Scrivain; but in the mean-
time Thomas de Walkington was deputising for the Auditor.
At last,'both parties appeared‘and each denied the
others contentione. backed up by such evidence as they
"could furnish. Another delay then occurred, and when
.the case was resumed before John de. Chamberis, only Dray-
- ton, ‘the COnvent's Proctor. was there. When both sides
did meet in the Court, it was to hear that the caee had
'been decided agalnet the Vlcar, and the former judgement
asainst hlS predeceSsor pronounced binding on Power.(l)
The appeal to. Rome cost Power 90 florins 1n gold, but
'i'thls "sum Drayton swore wae far short of the: expense to
'Which hie clients had ‘been’ put. (2) B |
.. 8o far from being daunted by thie reverse, ThOmas
Power embarked on another appeal to the Pope. He and the
Abbey agaln employed the same. men as thelr Prootors. but
i‘the Audltor, this time, was John Trefnant, Canon of St.
vAsaph (B)Who became Baehop of HerefOrd in. 1589. After
several delays, due to the absence of one or other of the
. T‘ Landboc, IT. 53-4 and. 772 T

ibid, 54 )
(3) ibid, 56-7 and 72
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- tion,(1) and the public document was drawn up at the
Proctor's request by William Bray, Notary.'(a) Thus
_ended a costly énd protracted lawsuit that ﬁenefited no-
body. One may ask whence did the Vicar secure the funds
for these several actions and the encouragement to per-—
sist in his opposition,td the Convent? The frequency
with which the townsfolk;arelfound associating themselves
with their clergy in attacking the Abbey and anngﬁing the
- monks may point to, at least.'a deep and practicél sympa-
thy that mey very likely express itself in helping their
Vicar in the prosecution of his;causewéﬁ Rome.

While the above case was being‘dfégged out in Rome,
a similar issue was at stake between the Vicar of Sher-
borne, Rogéri and thé AﬁﬁotpangAConignt. The suit was
heard in the King'a_GOurés, and.afterwards referred to
two judgés-accept&ble to béth the parties: The Vicar
had to bear the 6d§t%9f tﬁe repairs and rebuilding of
fhe chancel 6£ his'chnrch, as his predecessor Reginald
had been commanded to. do by Bishop William, on an order
of the Bishop 8 Offic1a1 based on the findings of the two
Judges, dated July 15th, 1387. (3)

‘Although it was illegal for the monks to farm or let
Iy Landvec, 1I, 75-6

(2 ibid.
(3) ibid, 281-4
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their tithes out to laymen because of exactions, the Ab~

~bot and Gonvent'prooured a Papal Indult from Pope Urban VI.

on November 2lst, 1387 which enabled them to do s0. withe
out the licence of the Bishop. (1) whe soope of the

Indult extended also to the fruits of their appropriated .
chapels and other benefices and their pensions and’ other

possessions. Unfortunately the monks met ‘with such re-
solute and,susoessful resistance from the Bishops that

they were not able to put the Indult to practical adnan—

_ tage, and 1t was not until June 1430, that Pope‘Martin v. P

'emphasised the terMs of the conceBSion 1n a- decree that
was issued by’his sucoessor Eugenius IV, in March 1431 £2)
' on January llth, 1388 the Pope issued &8’ warning to-

‘ all who unjustly detained the possessions of the Convent.
'and he commanded the4restoration of the goods whioh ranged
from tithes, 1ands. mills and rents 0o books, domestic |

‘utensils and ecclesiastioalaornaments and sacred ves-

’ﬁ-sels. (3) It would appear that these robberies were at
their height about the time of the laet appeal of the
Vicar to Rome when, no doubt. feelings ran high in the

‘town providing a.ready pretext and opportunity for ‘those

’gfijf Landboc; 4’?1 5840, Beo also G. G- douiton, Tive
‘ Centuries of.Religion, Voi. III, p. 187"

Tﬂgag_ ‘Cal. Papal Regs. Letters. Vol. VIII. 1427-47. 383
L& Landboc, IT. 138
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who wished to enridh themgelves at the expense of the
ﬁ;ﬁks. | | |
The Abbey received a visit from John, the Prior of
WOreester, on April X9th, 1390. He came on to Wirichcombe
from a similar visit to Tewkesbnry on the previous day.
These visitations were not in connection wiﬁh hissresponsi-
bilities as guardien of ﬁhevvacant See, but by reason of
his appointment by the Gémeral Chapter of the Bemedictine
Order on a citation dated 14 days previously.(l)

Welcome news to the Abbey ﬁas the King's promise, on
March 27th, 1391, to restore the Hundreds to the Abbey and
Convent, immediately om the death of Sir John Atte Wood
to whom the Hundreds had been grented for life by King
Edward IIT. The grant included the farming of fairs and
markets in Winchcombe and the holding by the Abbey Steward
of the usual eourts and View of Frankpledge. 2)" )

The grant was again 1ssued on June 11th, 1391 ‘with the
.addition of benefit from “wéifé and strays, chattels of
felons and fugitives."(3)

The final order for réstitution of the sbove, at the
original rent of €50, was granted on February 6th, in the
next year. (&)

Chapters of Tho Englisk Black Monks.‘V31. III, 236-7.
2 Cal. Charter R. 1341 l4%7,32041. - .. ,
3 ibid, 323, and Landboc II, 16-18

4)  Cak. €, P. R. 1389-~92. 446




For ten marks paid to the King by the Gonvent, lioenoe_
was granted them on-May 20th, 1392 to receive in mortmain
from Robert Busshel of Broadmuston five messuages, three
.virgates and 12% acres of meadow and pasture land in Dryb
'Mhrston, Cotes and Winohcombe for the prov1eion'by the
monke of two tapers weighlng twelve pounds to burn daily
before the High Altar at Mass in the Abbey Ghurch for -the
good estate of the donor s and his anceetors' soule (1)

. The right of grantlng Sanctuary to those fleeing from
their punishment was upheld by the King on May 28th, . 1592
.when he .ordered the Sheriff "not to trouble or grleve" the
.Abbot for hav1ng harboured some men guilty of beating Wil—
liam Smythe to death. (2) - o ST

o Ih May, 1393, one of the Winchoombe monks, Thomaa o
: Luston,<had the dlgnlty of Papal Cheplaln conferred upOn
| hlm by Pope Bonlfaoe IX. (3) ' S

During the. vaoancy in the‘See that followed the death

.of Bishop Henry Wekefield, the Prlor of Woroester carried

'[’out a visitatlon of Winchcombe Abbey,_deputlng his Preoenr

tor, John Hatfield, to- act for him on May ZOth. 1395 Once
‘again the Prlor found that all was in- good order and had
} C.V Po Ro

f(—‘2§ Cal. C. R, 1589’-92. 46bh.
- G Cal. Papal Regs. Lebters, Vol.. IV. 1362-1404, 286
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no comments to make. (1) Shortly afterwards, the Prior
heard that the Abbot of Winehcombe had died there om
June 22nd. (2) ,
Thus ended a rule of thirty-five difficult and troubled .

yea;s. Extreme poverty had dogged Walter de Wynidrtbh
£oi many of them. The long delay_in-the approp:iat;eﬁ of
Twining deprived him of extra income when ﬁbst urgently
needed. Costly lawsuits involved him in ﬁo.littie trouble
because the sympathy of the Winchcombe people 1@& with
their Vicar and expressed itself in violence and robberies.
Pestilenee upses. the eoeial and eeonqmie situaﬁion. de-
priving the Abbey of servants and saie tenants -and, per—
haps, reducing the number of monks.

_" A1l these problems Were faced énd enered until. -
the end, the Abbey was set on the path to security, if
not prosperity. Abbot Walter de Wynforton had achieved
more f£or the house of his adoption than had several of his
immediate predecessors who had-béen-préfessed monks of thé
Abbey. 'His was a wise and profitable infusion of new
blood into the Convent. | '

%’1; - Sede Vacante, 359.
2 ibid, 366.
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN.

John Honybourne, Prior'df Winchcombe, wroté on
June 22nd, 1395 to inform the Prior of Worcester that
Abbot Wﬁlliam de Wynforton had died. A week later, after
the burial of the late Abbot, the monks obtained the
conge d'elire from the ‘King. (1)

At a meeting in the Chapter-house on July 5rd, the
monks decided to elect their next Abbot on the following
Tuesdﬁy. The election was preceded by the Mass of the
Holy Spirit at the High Altar from which service the
monks préceeded to the Chapter House where, having sung
"the Veni Creator‘Spiritua and read the royal letters of
conge d'elire and the Constitutions of the Gemneral
Chapter. they warned all exeommnnicated and interdicted
persons to retire befere_condncting further businesas.

The actual cholee of Abbot was by compromise; thé Prior
and sii other monks being instructed to elect by‘sunséy

that day either from among themselves or others of thé -
House. -For this purpose the electors retired to fhe Re-

fectory and, after protracted deliberation, made choice
of their Cellarer, William Bradley.

(1) The process of election 18 recorded in Bede vacante,
365-8. Licence to elect granted on June 29th,1395.
Co Po Ro 1391"6. 591

-3 C
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The decision was made known to the rest of the commu~
nity assembled in the Chapter house by one of the electbrs,
together with a formAl declaration that "the said William
was a man wise énd discreet, to be commended for his seience
of letters, in his life and habits, professed in the Order
of 8t. Benedict in the said momastery, in Priest's Orders
and of lawful age - inasmuch as he exceeded the age of
thirty-six years, of free birth and begotten in holy ma-
trimony, very prudent in spiritual.and teﬁporal matters
and having no_impédimeﬁt that ought to prevent his elec-
tion." '

Thereupon, while singins'the Te Deum, the Prior amnd
the eighteen monks conducted the Abbot—elect to the choir
of the Abbey church where the result of the election was
made known to.the assembled cle:gy.and péople. When the
new Abbot waé'formally calleﬁfﬂbdﬁ“ﬁe asdent to his eleva-
tion he asﬁed'far more timb to consider his replys but,
after Vespers that day, he "bowed to the Divine Will and

assented."”

~

To the Prior of Worcesteﬁ, who was guardian of the
spi:itualities of the diocese, pending the appointment of
t%p%nexy'Bishop..the news of William Bradley's electien
was conveyed by two of the community, (1) and te that

“ (1) Bede Vacante, 366-367




same Prior the King sent the royal assent on July 9th.(1l)

On July 18th, Thomas Power, Pérpeﬁual Vicar of Wincﬁ;
combe, read the mendate in the Abbey Church by which he had
been commissioned to cite ali opposers ofvthe election to
appear before him or his deputy in the Parish Church of
Twining. As there were no opposers the Abbot took the
oath and all was in order. (2) |

The King restored the temporalities to the Abbot on
July 24th,(3) and sent along one of,hié clerks for the
pension payable om the new creation. This elerk, Jokm
Bathe, however made over his inberest to Jonn Bradley,
with the King's approval, on Pebruary 23rd, 1396.(4)

The new Abbot was not ieft Iohg"fﬁlﬁegceful possession,
for the northern property suffered trespaés and the Vicar
of Alveston, John Jonkyn, was called to amswer for his mis-
deeds., He did'nét'appéar at first, but on Oétober 20th;
1396, he obtained pardon for his econtempt. (5)

'Two sfants @f'prOPerty were made to the Abbey about

' 59 y 99
Sede Vacante. 568.
William Bradley had been professed before Abbot Wal-
ter de Wynforton on the feast of St. Benedict 1366
. and later promoted to Holy Orders. ibid.
3 C. P. R. 1391-6, 607
4 Cal. C. R. 1396-9, 290
C.P.R. 1396-9, 138



this time: on October 13th, 1395 Richard .Busshel, for the
sum of six marks paid 1ﬁto the hanaper by the Abbot and
Convent, was granted licence to give one messuage, two _
tofts and three acres of meadow and pasture for eight oxen
in Wineheombe and Bherborne towards the maintenance of the
Abbey.(l) Two years later, on May 26th, a similarllicence
was granted, on payment of 60/-, for the conveyanee of
another messuage, two tofts and half an aere in Cotes by
“the same donor for the. provision of two tapers to burm |
daily before the High Altar at High Mass )in' the Abbey
Church. (2) | B

A fow months later, on September 15th, 1397;the King
gave his reeeipt for a loan which he compelled the Abbot
and Convent to make. It was' for 100 marks, a similar sum
to that which the Abbey of Tewkesbury had contributed at
the same time.(3) On March 8th, 1398 King Richard II
' visited Winchcomba, havins left Worcester the previous day.
_Six days later he was at Gloucester, and from thence he
progressed to Bristol.(4) It was from this latter ecity
that on March 24th the King granted licence to the Abbot
and Convent, for 510 paid into the hanaper, to appropriate
16, 631
R- 1396-9, 139

R. 1%96-9, 180
ibid, 317




in mertmain the Vicarage of 8. Peter's Wiﬁcheombe, on con-

dition that an appfbﬁfiate‘snm wasvdistributed yéarly

among the poor parishoners. (1) |

The consent of the Bishop of Worcester. Tideman de

‘ Winchcombe, (June 1395-June 1401) was obtained at his
. Manor of Hillingdon on May 6th, 1398 on the petit;on of
the (‘convent showing that, although the Church had long
been annexed to the monastery, on its ﬂihding'a viecar,
and'that‘fhe first Vicars were centenﬁﬁwith their posi-
tion;: succeeding Vicars with abetﬁors had tried to shake
off their responsibiiities-and even stirred up the pariéh—
oners and that costly lawsuits in the Roman Court and
elsgwhere had ensued. No doubt, these complaints re-
férfed in particular to that turbulent Vicar, Thomas
Power. Moreover the burdens of énté:taining_gréét
Princes (the recent visit of the King was apparently still
troubling the  House,) and the unfruitful séasbné and mupr-

rain among the ca%tle, together with many debts, had re-
duced the house to insolvency unless help was fortncomins.(ﬁ)

. - 96-9, 559 i
,Landbec. II. 159-142 end Cal. Papal Regs. Letters,
1396~1404, Vol. V., 197-8
Tideman de Winchcombe was a monk of the Cistercian
Order, in charge of Beaulieu Abbey; Jan. 6th,1391;
Bishop of Llandaff 1393 (C. P. R. 1391-6, 121 & 319.)
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At this time the éngual income of the Abbey was assessed
at 800 marks and it is difficult to see how the situation
was to be greatly relieved by the apprqpriéﬁion of Winch-
combe which was valued at only 50 marks when a seculér
priest had to be paid put of it. OFf course the fact that
the next pfiest and his aueeesséés were removable at the
will of the Abbot and Convent went far to ensuring the good
behaviour of those clerics and promised to relieve the
monks from any more expensive lawsuits. By the terms of
the appropriation the Bishop of Worcester received amn annu-
al pension of 2/-, in liem of fi:st fruits.(1l) The Prior
and Convent of Worcester confirmed the transfer on June 9th,
1938 (2) and the Pope granted his Confirmatien on the

28th June in the following yoar. (3)

The appropriaﬁion of ‘the Vicarage, as is to be expect—
ed, did not meet with the appnoval of the Vicar and.tOWns-
folk and, under the airectien ef that man of actien,

Thomas Power, they vented their-ﬁeelinss againgt the monks
by v;gcrously ringdng the bells of the Parish Church during
the hours when the community were engaged in worship. As

the Abbey Church and the Parish Chureh were very close,
the noiée greatly disturbed the Convent. The Abbot and

(1 5 Cal. Papal Regs. Letters, Vol. V 1306-1404,197-8
and Landboc II, 139-145

(2; Landboe, II. 144

(3 Cal. Papal Regs. as sbove.

- e N ’N S o T e e ot R T o O S - T B e A



,:éﬁéjn,J-_

Convent appealed to the Pope, who, on July 14th, 1399
commissioned the Abbots of Evesham and Pershore and '
_Bichard of Winehcombe, Archdeacan of Gloncester, to en-

' quire into the matter, and "if they find the abeve to be
the case to ordain that at night, namely after the ringing
of the monastery bell for the Curfew (pre Isnitegio), wntil
in the moraning the bell 15 in the monastery for prime, the

‘bells shall not, without evident necessity, be rung in the
said Church, and- that even at other times, and especially
dnring such divine offices, they ‘shall be.rung moderately;
and to inhibit the Vicar and Parishoners from actins other—
wise. (1) |

. -The-Archaeacon'held his ewn enquify'on March 22nd,
1401 aﬁd,-apparently finding that the auisance had been
éomiiitted, put the Viear, Priésts, Clérks and Parishoners

‘under pain of excommunication for .fa:il_ins ‘to observe the

ngépél ordinance . Absolutidn;was<reSéﬁVGd-6g@$h614¥§h’
degcohi (2) o |

In the midst of these negotiations and subsequent
disturbances the Abbot received on July 1st, 1398 the
grant frem Pope Boniface the IX of an indult to wear the

'Mitre, Ring, Pastoral Staff and other Pontifical Insignia

m&ﬁoc, 5T 3'm 0 apal Hogs. Vol. V. 1396
- 1404, 439,
(2) 1ibida, 34-6.
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in the lMonastery and other Churches, even wnen the said
ohnrches are not. fully subject to the Abbey, to give
Solemn Benediction after lass, Vespers and Matins, save
in the Presence of a Prelaﬁe or Legate of the Holy Sée
and to bless and reconcile cemeteriés, Chalices, Robes
aﬁd.other ornaments in monasteries and priories subject
to him. (1) |
On July lst, 1401 licence was obtainedgfor.B marks,
for the gift in mortmain by Riehard Bussheki'of a messuage
and toft in Wincheombe to keep thé obits of Kathleen, his
late wife, and of Richard himself and to support other
charges and wérks of piety. (2) The Priors of Worcester
~were quick to exploit this temporary jurisdiction inm the
diocese wﬁichfbeéame th@irs on a vacanc& in the bishopric.
When-Tidemaﬁ to Winchcombe died on June 13th, 1401 the
Prior commenced t6 visit the religious houses and, within
- a month, he came to Winchcembe. (July 12th, l4ol) (3) As
he recorded no complaints it may be presumed that he found
everything within the monastery in good order.
During the bbove vacancy in the See, thé Abbot of

(1) Iandboc, 11. 41 apd Cal. Papal Regs. Vol. V.
1396~1404, 16l1-2. Thé Landboc, in the marginal
notes, wrongly aserides the Indult to Boniface VIII
. anfl -gives the date 1303, tempo, Abbot Gilliaf de Wick-
{W_|aw . This error hgs mislead several local historians.‘
(2)  ©.P. R. 1399-1401, 538
(3) Sédé'Vacante, 384
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Pershore, Nicholas. titular Bishop of Dunkeld.'Scotland,
was ondaining, and he raised two monke oqu1nchcombe to
the Priesthood and two more to the Diaconate at Worcester,
on «September 24th, 1401, (1) By the year 1402 the annual
revenue of the Abbey had risen to cne thousand marks, but,
even so, the monks ‘looked. for more. money. and.in that year
petitloned Boniface IX for the appropriation of Bledington.
Thia was valued in the same year at 25 mamks. Qn.December
lst, 1402 the Pope gave ‘his consent and ordainedathat the
Abbey, after'the_departure of the preSent&Bector, migqp ap-
point or dismiss at will the Vicars of Bledington, ahd that
either eeculars or religious persons could hold that office.(
(2)  The Royal licence, costing the Abbey 25 marks, was
' 1ssued for the appropriatlon on. February 8th. 1405, condi-
-tional‘upon a competent eum being asslgned bo the Vicar and
the poor.. (3) | However. Richard Ollfford, Blshop of Wor-
cester (1401-7). lnterposed in favour of the insecure
a7V1cars, in 1406, and ordered that they should have the
vstatus of Perpetual Vicars with an 1ncome of 10 marks,per
| 'annumg(4) The Bishop had already secured an annual pens
{1y Sede V’Ecante, 369 ‘
~(2). Landboc, IT, 42-3, and Cal. Papal Regs. Vél. V., 1396—
SR 1404, 497. _ , A
(3) €. P. Re 1401-5, 491, , |
The Abbey appears later to. have 'leased! or 'demised'
- the parsonage to laymen. As late as 1557 it was leased
to Thomas Freeman of Campden.
On the seizure of the English property of foreign
~houses Bledington Manor passed to Evesham. Note sup-

- plied by Dr. Stephen Liberty, Rector of: Bledington.
() Worc. Epis. Reg. Cllfford, fol..76. o -
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- 8ion 6f 10/- from the benefice for himself, amd a similar
sum from Mickleton in the pariah of Quinton, as he stated‘
in his confirmatlon, when he visited the Abbey about

' November 16th, 1404. (1)

Sometimes the Vicars themselves sought to get away
from their cures, as di& John Bradley of Sherborne. He
was & B.C.L. and also a B. Canon Law already; but he de-
sired to study at an Uhiversity, His'application to the
Pope was successful, for in March, 1405, he obtained an
Indult to leave Sherborne for five years and meanwhile,
farm or reﬁt the fruits of his benefice to clerks or lay-
men. (2) As he had already obtained the pension allocated
to the ﬁing's cleék‘at the beglinning of the new reign and
wes of a similar name te the Abboﬁ, it may well be that he |
was a close relative to William Bradiey, and so not likely
to meet with any serious opposition to his eppdication for
absence. : ,

The year 1405 was a busy one for the Abbot. On April
11th, he was eited to viéit the houses of-his ordeﬁ iﬁ the
diocese of Worcester, (3) andhlater. he was called in to
arbitrate in a dispute eoncerning heriots that had Ied ‘o
rioting at Shipston-on-Stour. William Bradley!found'for

(1 Landboc, 1l. 14-16
%g Cal. Papal Regs. Vol. VI. 1404-15. 7.

. Chapters of the English Black Monks, Vol. III, 238-9
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the Frior of Worcester in the matter of the best animal

at the tenent's death. (1)

The royal abuse of forced purveyance had weighéd'heavily
on the resources of the Church under King Richard and his
successor Henry IV, until Parliament compelled thenlatter
monarch to behave in a more constitutional ﬁanner. Relief
from the constant peril of these exactions came to the
Abbey of Winchcombe on May 12th, 1405 in a general char-
ter sent to the Guardians of the Peace for Gloucestershire
and Oxfordshire wherein the Abbey.was specially mentioned
and its goodé declared séfe from compulso:y sale to the
King and others. (2)

| The Abbey was fortunate in that the son of the late
Hichard Busshell was as kindly inclined to the monks as
his father had been. On April 28th, 1407, the young
Richard made over to the Convent:- 9 acres of land, 6 acres
of meadow and 6 acres of wood in Cotes and Throp-by-Winch-
combe, "to find a lamp burning daily at the time of the
celebration of masses-of Saint Mary" at the Chapel Altar
of the Blessed Virgin in the Abbey. (3) A grant on simi-

lar lines came to the Convent in the next year when, on

(1) Landboc, I¥. xxviil, citing Noake's, 'Monastery of
worcester, ¥90. ,

(2) Landboc, IT. 134-6 ,

(3) ©. P. R. 1405-8, 319. .




November 27th, 1408 for the sum of 5 marks paid into the
hanapar, Robert Vileyn was permitted to give the Abbey in
mortmain a messuége, 28 acres of land, 2 acres of meadow
and 8/~ rent in Windrush to provide a lamp burning daily
in honour of the Holy Trinity before the Altar of the
Holy Trinity in the Abbey Church and for nasses for the
good estate of the donor*s soul and aneestors (1)

By th@ year 1410.’ths Abbot and Convent had grown
weary of continually producing their title deeds and docu-

" ments to the_Biéhops.who questioned their right to various -

churches and property. The conveyance of such documents
was attended, they maintained, by considerable danger of
demage .and molestation,and they desired thatithe Pope

would confirm the patents of the Bisth of Lincoln, 1375; |

the Archbishop of Canterbury, 1384; and the Bishop of Wor-
cester, ;409,_ ‘Pope John XKIII acgordinglyviasued a Bull,
as reéaestedf on May 6th, 1410 and ordaimed that the pro-

duction by the Convent of the Bull at the Archbishops' and

. Bishops' V;sitationé shall suffice and be equivalent to
the original deeds. (2) :
Except for the' coming and going of pensioners sent by
Ce OB-1 0

1
(2) Landboc, II. 810 and Cal. Papal Regs. lLetters VI.
1‘0-04—15’ 219. o
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the King the affairs of the Abbey dnring'the reetvof the
<reién were singulerly peaceful. John Groyser arrived for
1ife maintenance on Dec. 26th, 1415. (1) ‘He filled the
place of the late Walter Yonge who had obtained malntenance
on November 23rd, 1403 when John Weet gaVe up his peneion
to himcz)Thie John West had been with the monks for nany
~years, having been sent to the Abbey in 1368. (3)

The Abbot, on the other hand, was particularly busy
in his later years. In 1413 he was trying to recover £5
owing to him by~Simon Bradeford, “that was the parysshyrest"
of Yanworth.f fThat”defaulting clericvwould'not appear be-
fore the Justlces of the King s Bench and was outlawed, but’
'on October 17th he obtained pardon. (4) In the previous
year. Abbot Wmlli&m Bradley. together w1th the Abbot of
Winchester, presided at~the General Chapter of the Benedict-
ine Order held at: Northampton on July 9th.. (1414) 5)
cThe Presidents appointed proctors to repreeent thelr Order
rin England at the council of Constance, which met in the
4 same year. (6) At thls Chapter Abbot; William Bradley
- was, made one of the collectors of the contrlbutlons paid
by the . monasteries, his area being the dloceees of Bath

Cal, C. R. 1413 9, 298.

(1 J

'Ei ipia) 1364-b, 485,
(5
(6)

- C. P. R. 1l413-6, 83 '
" Chapters of the English Black Monks, Vol. III, 260-1
1bid, ITI. 9% & 97.



T "F;"'r'“'f’;'_:' ST ("l:‘g'v‘.-‘)”'l:‘&‘?_'““y"v

237

and Wells, Exeter, Worcester and Lichfield with Coventry.
In his accéunts rendered to the next Chapter, ﬁe'showed
thet he had paid 32/11 himself, in this triennial tax of
a farthing in the mark (1). Hié expenses for this ser-
vice were computed at 15/-. (2) |
,, Together with the Abbot of Westminster, the Abbot of
Winchcombe presided at the next General Chapter at North-
ampton, on July 5th, 1417, and, although chosen agéin to
£ill the same offiece iﬁ 1420 and 1421, he was absent from
those meetings; his functions being{performed‘by the Prior.
of Woréester.(B) | |

This Chapter of 1421 was convened by the orders of.
King Henry V. who informed the Prosidents on Mareh 25th
that certain réforms were desirdble. (4) The two Presi-

A

dents then wrote round to their brother prelates on

April ist, summoning them to meeﬁ the King at Westminster (5)

Abbot William Bradley, who, judging by his "absence
from the General Chapters, had been in failing health for
some time, died on December 28th, 1422. (&)

The reign was marked by‘aﬁ aﬁsence of trouble and ex-
pensive disputes, exeept for the demonstéatiVe bell ringing

Ei* Chapters of the Engllsh Black Monks, Voi. 11l. 173
2) ivid, IIX. 177

(3 ivid, III, 260-1

(4 ivid, II. 165

(5)  ibid, II. 1€6.

(6) Landboe, IT; xxviii

e et e e
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at the time of the appropriation of the Vicaragé‘of
Winchcombe, and thié outbreak'appears to have‘been speedi-
ly smothered beneath the Weight of a Papal Bull. Property
acquired, though not extensive, was by gift, and cost
| the Abbot and-Convent nothing beyond the licence charges.
| :The most valuable additions to the monastic revenue were
derived from the two'apprbpriétions. That the finanéeé
of the Abbey were well administered is evident by the in-
creased income shown.betweeﬁ the years 1398 and 1402,
when it rose from 800 marks in the former year to 1,000
in' the iatter; an increase that cannot be entirely due .
to the profits derived from the Vicarage of Winchcombe
which was worth only 50 marks a year, and available to. -
fhe monks only after the present Vicar had ceased to hold
office. It is very prebébie.that_the real monastic in-
come was far in excess of that revéaled-at the time of

the applications,for appropriation, as the monks were not

likely to plead poverty on one.hand and boast wealth dn
the other. The revelation of assets then, as now, was

to invite increased taxation - at no time an incentive to
advertisement. .

The same upward trend td prosperity is évidently car-
ried‘a stage further in this reign so that the éucceeding-
Abbot was able to take up his cares with a lighter heart
than had been thé.experience of several of his immediate

predecessors.




. CHAPTER BVHIDUI.

The licence for the Prior gnd Canenf to elect
another Abbot was’ 1ssued by-the Klng on January 2nd,
1425. (1) |

The Chapter met on January 15th, and fixed the elec-
tion two days hence. On the appointed morning, immediate-
' ly after the Maee of the Foly Ghoet had been sung at the
>vHigh Altar, all the menks went to. the Ghapter Housee
Here the Gospels wero brought forth the Holy Ghost in—-
ﬂ:voked and the Oonetitutlons of the General Council
"Qnia Propter" we*e read and explained. The Prior theh
‘r:admonibhed all excommnnlcate,suspenaod, inderdicted
'-and disqualifieé porsone to withdraw..'i ‘, | | ,
The actual electlon was very brief for immedlately,
fr"w1thout Wlne," all vo%es, eXOept his own, were given to
B John Cheltenham.,y mhe re Denm Was chanted and, tQ the .
ringlng Abbey bells,‘the Abbot—clect was borne o the '

'Ghurch, despite repeated res;stance on hie part.\r

After prayer the Prior requested a monk, James Cam~
"‘rbrugge, eolemnly to publlsh the election in Engllsh to .
1“'“i133*"6. P. H. 1422¢9, 18, ana Landboc, I3 v

. ~'22,9J S0



t@e assembled clergy aﬁd-people.
| . Sometime afterwards on fhevsame_day'John Cheltenham
was found in the Infirmary Chapel from whénee, after
repeated fequest and vehement excuses, he was persuaded
to go with his brethren to the Chapter House and make
his comsent in writing. (1) | '
 The Decree of Election was then dﬁawn up by John
Turry of Malmeéhull,-Notary Public, who attested that
he himself had been present throughout the proceedings
from the Mass %o the written significatien of asseﬁtlﬁy
the elect, and it was-sea@ed with the Oonvent seal thaﬁ
same day in the presence of Wiliiam Ayze, Vicar of
Winehcombe. and John Tewkesbury. Chaplain.*-

. Notice of the result of the election was sent by -
the Convent to the Bishop without delay, together with
a prayer for his Confirmatlon by Benediction and the be-
stowal of the Pastoral Staff, ete. (2) ° '

On the 19th of the same month the Prior and Con=-
~ vent gave their sealed testimonial th@t the Abbot-elect
was a monk of the house who had beeﬁ professed by Abbot
Williem Bradley, in 1409; that he had received él}

(1) The detalls of the Process of Election are set out
in the Register of Bishop Philip Morgan of Worces-
ter and summarized in Landboc, II,xxviii -.

(2) Landboec, II, xxx
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Orders, including the Priesthood and that he was sound in
life and learning, having studied at Oxford. (1)

The usual citation of opponents to the election was
made in Wincheombe and neighbouring Churches; but none
came forward, and the certificate to this effeet was sealed
by the Bishop's Official, John Buryman, on February 3rd,
and it reached the Bishop in London on the 6th. {2)

The Bishop then appointed David fryce, Advocate of
Canterbury, to sit in the Cloister of St. Paul's by the
Chapter House(with the leave of the Bishop of London) om
February 8th, presumably to hear of any'objections. On
that sgme day the Bishop of Worcester confirmed the elec-
t;oaft}) and four days later the King restored the tempor-
alitigs; 4) |

The Abbof received Benediction at Worcester onm
March Sth (5) and, on the 16th, the Archdeacon .of Glouces-
ter installed the Abbot in Ghoir and Chapter House and ‘
enjoined the brethren and 'conversi' to render him obedi-
ence. (6)

| Abbot John Cheltenham was called to rule a community
of only twenty; the number of monks showing an increase

2 ibid, 1 and xxx

3 Landboe, II, 3-4

4 ibid, 6 and C. P. Rs 1422-9, 47 and 81
5 Dugdale, 298 and Landboe, II, xxxi.

.6 Landboe, II. 4-6.
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of one on those listed at fhe time of his predecessor's
election in 1395. Their names aré given in Bishop Mor-
gen's Register and are as follows:- | John Bryem,Prior;
., Thomas Overbury, Richard Wiche, Thomas Raggeleye, Richard
Btanléy, Thomas Cirencester, James Cambrugge, Thomas
Norton, John Cleve, Thomas Brightwelton, John London,
Henry Chalburn; John Tredyngtoh, William Winchcombe,
William Navent, Thomaa‘Tewkesbury, Thomas Gloucester,
Thomas Elkington and Walter Herefopdés These all took
part in the election, but there was one other, Brother -
Chaddesley, who was away at Rome on Convent business and
thus unable to respond to the repeated formallreqnests at
the doors of the Choif, Cléistér'and Chapter House for
his presence before the new Abbo% was chosén. (1)
| On February 18th the Ktns.awarded the usual pension
‘on a new creation to Willied’ Alberton, clerk of the Privy
Seal Office, tenable until the Convent found a benefice
for him. (2) He held the pension until Jume 3rd in the
next year when he made it over to his cousin Richard
Hendre. (3)

| The Abbot was apparently unwell soon after his election -
' 12 Landboc, IL. XXixX. '

2 Cal. Co Ro 1422-9 56
3 Cal. C. R. 1422-9, 152
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as he was absent from the General Chapter‘of the Benedict-
"ines held at Northampton on July S5th, 1425 and so unable
to preside at its deliberations "tanta infirmitate tunc
temporis detento" (1), bu£ his proxy was accepted. (2}

" His absence did not mean that he escaped other offices,
for he was made Collector of the Tax, (3) but he managed,
later in the session, to secure his release and the bur-~
den was laid on the Prior of Worcester. (4 The same
Chapter appointed him Visitor in the Worcester diocese,
and instructed the Abbot of Evesham to visit Winchcémbe.(5)
His favourable report was rendered by his proxy, (John
Cheltenham wagnagain absent )(6), to the next Chapter,

held at Northampton, on July lst, 1l426. (7,

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Henry Chichele, visit-
ed the diocese of Lincoln and inspected the Abbey's clainm
to the appropriation of Enstone in that diocese, giving '
his 'Dimmissio' on October o6th, 1424 at Olney.(&)

Only one case of heresy (ILollardy) in a country
parish during the 15th century is entered in the Bishops*

Registers, and that concerns one, John wWalcote, Curate of

(1) Chapters of the English Black WMonks, 1I, 159
(23  ibid, 137

(3) ibid, 139

(4, ibid, 155

(b)  ibid, 148

() ibid, 160

(7)  ibid, 166

(&) Landboc, II, 103-4



Hagelton. In 1425 he was arrested by the orders of the
Abbot of Winchcombe and sent to Bishop Morgan for trial.
After admitting his errors he was reconciled to the
Church. (1) ' " |

In response to John Cheltenham's'requestg Pope
' Martin V granted him the privilege of a Portable Altar
on Deeember 20th; 1426. (2)

Within the Abbey all was well, for the menaetic,
finances were at last in sound order amnd its monks con-~
tent. The Abbot. of Evesham had reported very favourably
to the. General Chapter in 1426, but highsr praise still
was forthcoming from Thomas Polton, Bishop of Worcester,
when he visited the Abbey on Oct. léth, 1428. 1In nis
report, which John cheltenham was preud to preserve in
that reccrd that he compiled and which now eonstitutea
the secend volume of the LANDBOC, the Bishop declared
ethat he had found the Abdey "to be out. of debt, prosper-
ous, peaceful and an example to other mpnasteriee and a
great comfort and relief to himself." | Becanbe he was
perhaps disturbed by the 1nf1uence of the Lollard re-
formers, he concluded by exhorting all to abide by the

Ei Worc. Epis. Regs. Morgan, fol. 4éd
Landboe, II, 547
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Rule and s 7] tnrn their eyes from novelties."” (1)

Buch a testimonial was a tribute, not only to. the
work of the last two Abbots, Walter de Wynforton ard
William Bradley, but to John Cheltenham as well. These
three men had ably served their brethren and 80 com-

pletely redeemed the misfortunes that the times and
Richard de Idbury and his predecessors had brought to
' the house that the monastery was'enab1éd7to complete
the remaining century of its existence in a manner far
more creditable than many houses ot equal or greater
importance. | | |

The same Bishop confirmed the Convent in its tithea
etc. on the - exhibition by the monks of the Papal Bull
discharging them from the necessity of prodncing their

,original documents. As this Confirmation is dated
October . 2oxh. 1428 af Winchcombe, it would appear that
the Abbot and Gonvent entertained their Diocesan for

longer than usual. (2)

In 1430 a bond of association was settled between -
the :Abbot of Winchcombe and Prior William of Coventry
by which a monk sent by either house was to receive the -

.figi Tandboc, TT, 559-500
(2) ' 1ibia, 497-8
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same treatment and privileges during his stay as he would
hawe had in his own monastery, and if he shculd die he
was to be accorded the same honours es}a monk of that
community.
When tidings of the death of a brother in ome house
reached the other, a Solemn Mass with Placebo and Dirige
\ewes to be said and the name of the departed monk entered
in the Martyrology.’ If- the head of the . Monastery de-
parted then his. eoul was: remembered at Mass for a month
.'and his annivereary kept. hvery year the Mass of the
Holy Ghost was to be celebraﬁed for the quick and dead
of. both houses.

On the first visit after his creation the Abbot or

the Prior was to be received with a,PrOCess10n- d hach
Superior was empowered to absolve a brother in the ‘other
‘house during the absence of the Abbot or Prior of the
.Monastery, and precedence in Ghapter might be surrender-
1ed to the v1siting Prelate.(l) 4 -
| During the 1nterregnnm that. occurred after the deaﬁh
of Bishop Thomas Polton-in Angust 1433, the Prior of For—
'_cester was guardian of the Spiritualities of the diocese

i and he ‘soon began his V181tations. ‘ He came to Winchcombe

.(17’.-Landboc, T, B4e- 550 '
About 1077 Bishop Wulfstan had formed an associa--
tion between the heads of ‘jorcester, Eveshanm,
Gloucester, Pershore, Bath Chertsey and Winchcombe
for mutual loydlties and benefits.
Vita Wuifstanl, (C.S ) Xl¢ . .
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on October 19th and stayed there for one night. The
absence of any comments would seem to indicaxe that,-iike
his late‘Bishop, he found everything entireiy satisfac-
»tory. 1)

- Two years later the Abbey and many other houses had
the doubtful priyllegeoof oontrlbuting to a loan demanded
by the King;'who; on_July 9th (1455)-undertookrto repay
the. £26. 13.4 that Winchcombe hed provided. (2)

For several years the Abbot and Conventvhad;been
spared the expense and trouble of 1itigation. but in
1440 a controversy arose between the Abbot and Benedicta
Pryde, Abbess of Poleeworth, concerning the tithee of
”Admington in the Parish of Quinton. The Abbess contended ‘
_that they were hers at Common Law and that she had enjoyed

peaceful poesession for over thirty yeare. The Abbot
'emphatically denied this contentlon, maintaining that he
had poeseseed them since the gift of King Kenulf and that
,he had been conflrmed by Bishops and Popes in his owner~'A
..'ship. The contendlng parties agreed to abide by arbitrs-
'Ators and their cases were argued by William Vance,(or
\Vauce i, e.Vaux) IL.B. for the Abbot, and Gregory Newport
(1)~ Sede Vacante, T30 ‘

(25 C. P. R. 1425-36, 467. Gloucester lent £40 and
L Clrenceeter %30




for the Abbess. The decision was given in the Abbot's
favour, but he had to husbend his demesne. If he let to
d-leymen,'then half of the tithes wereipaﬁable'to the
Abbess. The adherence of the Abbess was guaranteed by
the bond of two laymen for £40.(1)
The old association of the monastic tenants at Cow-
-Honeybourne with Evesham had been broken for several
Years by reason of the discord and disturbances that
arose when they sought to assume their proper preCedence
in the procession formed on Whlt—Tuesdays to go to Eve-
sham Abbey. The people of the adaoining parishec proved
to be 80 hostile that the 00w-Honeybourne people, one
representative from each house, deemed it expedlent to
forego:thelr rightstand refrain from taking croessand ban~-

ners. Though-they no Ionger4proceesed, theyxcontinued

to pay the customary offering of a farthing_to.the,monks
of Evesham. | I o L

_ On January 2nd, 1442 Pope Eugenius ordained that, as
the cow-Honeybourne men had not proceseed to nVeeham‘for
_the last 26 years, they should not ‘now resume this prac~
tice yet they ought to continue their ancient payment (2)
(603 Landboc, 1T, 543-5 for the ancient settlement 66

above, p.7:

(2)>p ibid, 537-9 and cal. Papal Regs.‘Letters. Vol.IX,
- 1431-47,279 S ' ‘ S
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The complaint of Willlam Elmley, Ciatercian monk
of Hayles, that after living laudably within his Abbey
for several years he had been unlawfully and nnaustlfia-
bly lmprisoned for about a year as an evil doer, only
obtalning 11berty through the help of friends, brought
a mandate fron Pope Nicholas V. which empowered the Abbot
of,WinchCOmbe.and the Official of the Bishop of Worces- |
tefuto compel‘tne Abnoteand Convent ef-Hayles to restore
him fuliy to his'righfe and privileées»undef the pain

pf'ecelesiastical censure. (1}

illegltlmacy and servitudé had always been regarded
as a bar to promotlon to Holy Orders, but unllke many

 other similar obstacles, it was avoidable'by a Papal
-'dispensation. Some time. pnor to 1452, the. Abbot had
,received two men into the Abbey, one, Nlcholas Upton, who
‘was the son of a married man and- an unmarried woman, snd

. the other, Henry Sﬁaunton, who was himself a- aerf and the
:json of a serf. For ‘both of these dispensation was ob-'
'tained from Pope Nlcholas V. on June 27th 1452 by which

'_they were permitted to’ receive all: Holy Orders and to
holdlany‘beneflce, w;th or without,cure,‘wpnt to be

v(l) eeﬁa .»Papal’Regs._Lettere, Vbi._xif1447f55}307481
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governed by monks, and_even'to be raised,to a priory or
the abbatial dignity.(1) It is possible that the stand-
erd‘for the admission‘of monks to the Abbey was being
" lowered in view ofvthe fect thet between the commencement
of”this‘reign»and'the'previous one the community had re-
neined'et‘almosthrecisely the same strength, snd might

‘even”heve shcwn5SOme‘signs,of decrease about this time‘

The reign offebhoteJohn Cheltenham was brought to

lr a close by his deeth‘in November 1454, after a rule of

“over thirty-one yeare. 'During‘his time the efforts of
his two predecessors came to fruitlon, for his conserva-

tion of the monastic estates and peaceful guidance de—

| 1ivered the Abbey from the heavy indebtedness that had

burdened the rule of many Ahbote. To his able wisdon,

rather ‘than o the benevolence of laymen the credit must
ibe freely giVen for this, asy with the exceptlon of the
-_Manor of Eycote and rights in Rendcombe. horth Cerney
r'and Woodmancote whioh came by some’ undisclosed means into
the " Abbot's possession at Martinmas 1429,(2) the grants
of property were very few during this long reign.
(1) Cal. Tapa;t Regs. Letters, Vol. X. 1447-55, 592, and
. sec¢ also G.G.Coulton, Five Centuries of Bellglon,
. Vol. IIX,3538.
(2% ,Landbocan509~10. The Earl of \Jarwick qult-claimed \

“the Abbot concerning Bycote etc. Sept. 10th, 1429
1bld, 511.(
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L For several houses and sundry small parcels of _
i land in Alne, 1eased.for 70 years to John Attewood and
" his wife and son in February 1435, the Abbot secured

~but a poor rqntaf,faulﬁ é~year.and herioﬁs and suit of

B wcoﬁrt erm'éaCh'ﬁgﬁsment._xHe'did however retain the

right to refuse permission to them to sublet. (1)

. (1) Landboc J562-4
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CHA¥TER EIGHTEEN.
r

when Abbot John Cheltenham died, the Community chose
their Prior, William de Winchcombe, to succeed him. To
this ele?tion the royal assent was forthcoming on December
11th, 1454 (1) and on New Year's Day the temporalities
were restored to the Abbot. (2) It was a reign of.twen-
fy yeérs of internal‘peace;'save for one dispﬁte over
tithes; in contrast with the disturbed state of the King-
dom, so soon to be riven by the Wars of the Roses. The
Abbot Was called upon to assist his monarch in the early
days, but his interest was merely financial.. On YNovem-
ber 2nd, 1457'w1111am'de Winchcombe was among those még-
nates deputed to exanmine ways and me ans of raising the
money needed to put the King's finances in ordefvand to
meet the royal creditors. (3) It was the only persona}
service rendered and for the rest of his time the Abbot
attended to the affairs of his House and those were by no
meahs burdensome; in fact, the efficient rule of his pre-
decessors had stralghtened out most of the problems and
all that was required was a superior capable of keeping
things together - a role that was well within William de
tiincheombe's capacity. On‘dctober 3rd, 1457 the Abbot

(1) C. ¥. Re 1452-01, 208. (The licence to elect was is-
sued on November 22nd. ibid, 199.)

(2) ibid, 2%50. The Abbot received his Benediction at

) Alvechurch. o

(3} 1vid, 390
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vand Convent exohaﬁged 105 acres of their poorer land in
Yanworth for 63% acres of paature in the poseesezon of
John Glifford and his daughter and son—in—law, and the
monks tOOkncare to stipulate that if they were at any
time evicped'fromthe'new'lands they might re-enter upon
| their original terriéory'end also secure £200‘in'damages.(1)
If euch precautions were deemed necessary where some lay
peopie were concerned, there yet remained a few. etill well
diepoeed towards the Gonvent and prepared to augment its
incOme. on March 24th, 1460 the Abbot and Convent ob-
tained the King s licence to acquire in frankalm01gne
.poeeessione to the value of £20.° (2) 1t wae, however,
the only grant of "the. kind during the reign of William S
"de Winchcombe. ‘
Ae a matter of‘fact the Abbey was anythlng but badly
off for, sometime between 1454 and 1468, Abbot Wllliam
decided to provide the people of Winchcombe with a Church

_of<the1r own. Durlng the prevmous Klng's reign (Henry V )»
the’ tOWnsfolk had worshipped in the nave of the Abbey
Church, using it ag thelr Parish Churqh. Preeumably
_their own, St. Peter s, belng too rnlnous for worship,
,though the dllapidated chancel appears to have been ueed
a8 a chantry chapel. ' It was this Chanoel that the Ab-

a (l Landboc, II. 550—2
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bot restored; no doubt expecting the layfolk to follow
his lead and rebuild the rest. They certainly commenced
the task, but the £200 at their disposal was insufficient
for its completion, so Ralph Boteler, Lord Sudeley, came
to their rescue and finished the work. (1) Probably the
Abbot was anxious to have the towmsfolk worship eisewhere
than within the great Abbey; and, at the time, his action
apreared both wise and generous, but it proved to be the -
undoing of the gresdt monasfic Church. When the Disso-
lution came the people of Winchcombe preferred to retain
their splendid Church rather fhan to buy the vast Abbey
Church unlike the townsfolk of Tewkesbury and Great Mal-
vern, when faced with a similar choice.

By Canon Law monks were forbidden to accept the cure
of souls in a Parish but this regulation was often circum-
vented by a Fapal dispensation. Williap Upton, one .of
the nonks, secured permission from Pope Pius II, on
Novembe? 19th, 1460"to receive and retain for life any
benefice with or without cure of souls wont to be govern~
ed by secular clerks, even if a parish church or its per-
petuai vicarage or a hospital and to resign it simply or
for exchange as often as he pleases. " (2) Such dispen-

sations were seldom, 1f ever, issued before the fifteenth

— - PO

(1) Leland, ITINERARY, VOL. V. 54=55 |
(2) Cal. Papal Regs. Letters, Vol. XI, 1455-64, 586



century, and even then were not common. In the next ‘
year the young King Edward IV visited the Abbey on Augusf}'
26th, (1461}, and soon pressed on to Oxford, (1) His
troubles were his own and he left the monks undisturbed
except that, out of the £38 a year thaﬁ'theypaidpto
farm‘the thresiﬂundreds and the Town, ten marks went di-
rectly to John cliffe, King’S'minstrel.'for 1ife from
Nbvember'Sth, 1462, (2) In the next year, 20 marks Were
payable to Edmund Molyneux, ‘an esqulre. (3) and, four
yéars later, ancther minstrel, was draw1n5 ten more
manks. (4) | | :

 The Recferfof Hawling, Hugh Ward, disputed the shar-

ing of his'tithesuwith tﬁetAbbotﬁand Convent and the mat-
| ter was placed before the Bishop of Worcester. John _
Carpenter (1444-1476) By his award, dated Aprll lBth,

1464 pronounced in the presence of the Rector ‘and Thomas<

“,Twaing; Abbey Oellarer. the Monastery was declared to ‘

be free from tithe payments on wheat hay, pasture, 1n-
'crease of gra21ng animals. wool, lambs. geese, porkers.
:flax, hemp. pigeons. milk, calves, eggs, apples, herbage,
wood and brushwood on the demesnes in Rowell bpoonley,
Hawling and Cutsdene On these demesnes the tenants were

%o pay their tiﬁhes and death dues to the monks, who al-'
B G5 B T 1E€T:77‘7o. ”

ng ibid, 221.

(33 1bld 268 .
,_(4):__1bid, 1467-77 44
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80 obtained_their right to the tithes, emoluments and
death~dues of Roweli Ghuroh. The Rector reoeived‘the
tithes'and death-dues of Haﬁling Parisn-and all the inf
habitants7infthe area were to go to. the Parish Church for
the Bacramente. He was also allowed'an annual pension
of 30/- for his services and exemption from the ancient
yearly payment of a similar sum to the'ConVenfs Because
he agreed to- accept SB then and there, the Abbey was em-
powered to w1thhold their 30/— pension from the Rector
for two years. Thus concluded the last confliot between
the Abbots and Gonvent and the clergy and people of their
demesnes. 1) o o

Eor the rest of'tﬁe reign of Abbot William'de Wineh’
‘Cmee all was tranquil. The Wlnchoombe people had their
Church under the Convent's nominees who were ‘too 1nsecure
in their tenure to rigk it by disturbing the peace, the
monastic finances were sound; the government of ‘the'.
-monks beyond reproach, and work and worship were performed
wmthout interruptlon,_in marked contrast to the disturbed
affairs of State. In short, ‘the Abbey was fulfilling its
.true purpose. |

Under the next two Abbots, Thomas and John Twyning,
the Abbey continued to enjoy fourteen more years of quiet
' prosperity., | ' |
T Landboc, 1T, 540—3 '
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Thomas Twyning was elected soon after the licence :
had been cbbained from the Kimg, on April 14th, 1474. (1)
He had previously been Cellarer of the Abbey (sée above, |
1464). As,égpn as eonfirmation of the electiom had been
received from Bishop John Carpenter of Wercester the ordef
for the restoration of phe temporalities was issued on
May 22nd, (2) and the Abbot received his Benediction onm
August 22nd, 1474. (3) His reign was entirely-unevent?
ful and short, lasting but less than'thrge years. The
next Abbot, John Twyning, hed been the Prior of the House.
The ‘licence for his election was issued on March 10th,
1477; (4) eand the royal assent éiven on the 27th of the
ssme month; (Sj.thq'tempopalities being restored to him
on the 8th of April. (6) He was one of the three Ab-
bets chosen to receive the fealty of Thomas Gompton, the.

ﬁéw Abbot of Girencester, on behalf of the King in Decem—
“ber 1478. (7) |
- During 1480 the King was interested in building the
Chapel of Sﬁ. George at Windsor Castle. For that pur-
pose he obtained gquarried stone from the Abbot.and Con-
vent of Winchcombe, to the value of £100. This was taken

C.P.R. 146 y 440

~iddd, 442

bugdale, II, 298

C¢.P.R. 1476-85, 3%8.

ivida, 33.

ivid, 34.

ivida, 131.

The Landboc II, confuses the two Abbots in one reign,
Abbot John Twyning (1474-88) because of an error in Dugdale
- (continued at foot of next page)

¢
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in payment for a licence granted to the monks on October
30th, 1480 to enable them to receive in frankalmoigne
1ands, rents, gervices and other poseessionS'to the value
‘of 20 yearly. (1)

~ Abbot John Twyning died  in 1488, in the House of -the
carmelitee at Oxford, and the 1icence to eleot hls success-
or was issued on May 30th.(2)

j The . Priorléndﬂconvent'Chose as the reW.Abbot a young
| monk of the house, Richard Kidderminster.' He had been
."admitted into the Abbey at the age of fifteen, and four
years later, November 6th 1479. he was senx by the Ghep- P
ter to the Benedictlne Gloucester Hall Oxford. (3) He
was thns about twenty-elght years of age When elected to
preeide over the fortunes of the Abbey in which he had
'dwelt<for about five years after his return from the Uni-
ver51ty. The Confirmatlon of his eleotion by the BlShOp
of Worcester ‘was iseued on. July: 10th, 1488 (4) and, five
days later, the King restored the temporalities to him
‘after he had done fealty._(B) .
| It was an excellent appointment for Abbot Richard
Kidderminster proved to be the most illuetrious of all

j_

298 (seejabove)vmwre John Twyning receives Benedietion.
- 0. FPs R, '1476-p3, 220

) -ibid, 1485-94 228 and Dugdale II 298

Landboc, 1I, xxx1i—xxx1il

- ibid, xxxiii

Qe P. R 1485-94. 257
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the Abbots. _He was essenﬁially_a man ef affairs of State
and Abbey, a great sehblar, an elogquent preacher and an |
active controversialist without failing in those religious
qualities that befit a trne Abbot. His friendsnip'extend-
ed to men of widely divergent interests and sympathies,
all of whom recognized the greatness and wisdom of the
Abbot. _ ‘

' The First outside task laid upon the Abbot was that
of collecting the tax. of a pennylin.the;merk3fnom all the
Benedictine houses. This was levied by the General
‘ Chapter held at Northampton in 1486 to aid the King.

By the time that he was reqnired to hand in his returns |
for audit (1492) he had procured 5517. 178, 7d of which
his own Abbey had . rendered 65/6 and Evesham 112/10‘ (1)
King Henry VI granted, on Iuarch 30th, 1509 to the
Abbot and Convent in mortmaln the "manor and lordehip of
eSudeley with the advoweon of the Church or Ohepel of
‘Sudeley.and 2Q‘meseuages, 400 acres ef,land. 8Q eereeiof
meadow, 200 acree of pasture, iOO?acree'ef‘woedtand £20
in rents in Sudeley, Toddlngton. Stanley, Greet, Gretton,
(Catesthorpe) Throp and Nannton, sometime of Balph Boteler
and Alice. his w1fe." (mhis formef owner. who had assieted

the towns folk of hinchcombe to build their Ohurch, had

_(1)' Chapters of. the Lnglieh 51ack jionkS, III, 192-194 ‘
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espoused the Lanoastrien cause in the recent Wars of the
Roses and so forfeited his estates to Kiﬁg-Edﬁ;rd IV in

c. 1469.) Also all the lands of the King within the said
Manors and Towns, the Castle exceptédf.to'hold for ever

at fee farm by the yearly rent of £60 with courts and all
other privileges and'eioneration from repairs and support
of the Castle." (1)

Three weeks later'the royal donor died at Richmond,
from whence ‘the funeral started for London on May 9th,
with great pomp.

Whéen the funeral train reached Charing Cross the body
was censed by tho Abbots of St. Albans, Reading apd Winch-
combe{2) In the next year Richard Kidderminster preached
bofere the mext King, Honry VIII, at Gueenwich, for which
service he'received 20/~. (3) This introductidm-towééure' |
and the King's notice brought the Abbot into ‘the royal.
service. Iz Pebruary 1512, he was givem 800 marks to de-
fna&;his expenses as\aﬂbassador ﬁo the Pope on the‘Kipgks
behalf. With him went the Bishop of Rochester and the
Lord of 8%. Jdiohn's, i.e. the Prior of 8%. John of Jerusalem
: in.England. These received £800. each, for the 160 days
spent, in the errand. (4) While at Rome, the Abbet appeaxs
li; €.P.R. 1494-1509, 599. |

"Pro-Reformation England," Maynard Smith,1938. p.5.
V‘%G'.H. Po?1 }
(4) L. & P. Hy. VIII, Vel. II. py. IX, 1449
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to have preached at least once before the Pope:(l)

- 6n his return, Richard Kidderminster was appointed
to visit "various monasteries," including Durham and its
Prior, Thomas Castell (1494-1519) in March 1513.

Qhe next year saw the Abbot very much before the pub-
lic eye. ' On Sunday, Pebruary 4th, (1514) the day before
the opening of Parliament, the Bishop of London, Fitzjames,
‘appointed Richard Kidderminster to preach at St. Paul's
Cross. The Abdbot delivered an impassioned harangue on
the immunity of clerks from secular tribunals;daclafing
that the" Act 4 Henry VifI, by which murderers, robders of
Churches and housebreakers were deprived of their clergy
(status), unless they were in Holy Orders, was against th
law of God and the liberties of the Church; that all the
" Lords who were parties to that Act had incurred the cen-
sures of the Church, and that all clerks who had received
any manﬁer of Ordres were exempt from temporal punish-
ment. (3) The Abbot was fortified by a Bull of Pope
Leo X. that he had brought back with him from his recent
visit to Rome which declared that, both by hgman and di-
vine law, laymen had no power over eccleslastics. At the
time; feeling was runping very high in the City againét
the Bishop who had recently imprisoned Richard Hurnefor
(I) L. & P: By. VIII, ..we cew :X0la¥ 154. King to Benet,

July 10th, 1531. "..who has preached sundry times be-
for the Pope'" :

(2) Chapters of the English Black Monks, III, 234-5
(3) L. & P. Hy. VIII. Vol. II. pt.I, 351.

et
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heresy and this man had been found later hung-under'sus—
picioué circumstances. An uprbar was provoked by the ser-
mon, and whén Pariiaﬁent met, the Abbot was severely cen-
sured. The King agreed to a debate on the matter at Black-
friars on March 10th. There the Crown case was argued by
Dr. Henry Standish, a friar-observant of Greenwich, who
declared that the clerics had béen tried in the King's
Courts for 300 years. Abbot Kiddermihster replied that
"there was a deéree of the Church expressly to the con-
trary, to which all ought to bay obedience under pain of
mortal sin; and that therefore the trying of clerks in
the civil courts waé a sin in itself." The couﬁter argu-
ment was that no decree of the Church had any force in
England until it was received there. -To this there was

no reply that was not very dangerous; but a supporter of
the Abbot, with more zeal than learning, quoted the text
of the recent sermon "Nolite tangere meos christos" at-
tributing the words to our Lord, suffering thereby the
correction that they were not Christ's but David's! (1)
This debate merely increased the uproar, and Convocation's
summons to Standish to answer for his opinions did no-
thing to ease the situétion. He sought‘the King's pro-

tection from the wrath of his brethren. Henry VIII, af-

(1) L. & P. Hy. ViII. Vol. II. pt.l, 351, et vide Pre-~
Reformation England, 86-87
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ter another fruitless debate at Blackfriara, summoned an
-assembly which included Judges as well as Bishops‘and
other divines. The opiniorn of this gathering was that
the action of Convocation in citing Sﬁandish. rendered the
clergy éuilty of 'praemunire.‘ In dismay Wolsey knelt
before the King and disclaimed on behalf of the clergy
any intent'to,derogate from the royal prerogative, at
the same time imploring him to be mindful of his Corona-
tion Oath and to defend the rights of the Church. Convo-
cation ultimately tendered the King an apology and with-
drew its attack on Standish. (1) | |
If Richard Kidderminster was on the losing side, he
had, at least, emerged with a not inconsiderable repﬁta—
tion and undiminished favour with exalted personages. In
the next year (1515)%olsey received his Cardinal's Hat.
Richard Kidderminster waé‘présent at the formal reception
of that mark of honour. With him were several bighops
and the Abbots of Westminster, St. Alban's, Bury, Glaston-
bury, Reading, Tewkeébury and the Frior of Worcester.(2)
About this time, other great and rising men noticed him.
Longland, afterwards Bishop of Lincoln (1521-47), the most

eloquent preacher of his time, dedicated five of his Court

(1) FPre-Reformation kingland. 8/-90.
(2) Y. & F. Hy. VIII, II. pt.I. 305



Sermons to the Abbotrin 1517, praising his "singularis
eruditio” end other qualities. (1) At the end of 1519
and the beginning of 1520, Cardinal Wolsey made an at-
tempt to reform'the Englieh-Benedictine monks. Forhthie
purpose he convened a.meetiﬁg of prelates at his Westmin-
ster house on November 12ﬁh,'1519 where ﬁhe‘proposed re-
forms were discussed. ' As Richard Kldderminster was, with-
the Abbot of Westminster, presiding over the Ghapter of
the Black Monke, he is certain to have becn one of those
-who were present. Wolsey. followed this meeting up by ine
structing the Preeidents to summon & Chapter at Westmin-
~ster on February 26th, 1520 (2) and the . Abbots sent the
citations out on November 24th, 1519 (3) The Prior of

orcester recelved his in December, and paid the bearer
3/4 for his serVicee. 4y It is unoertaln what exactly
Wolsey proposed by way of reformatlon, but the monks cer-
t&lnly thought the terms too etrlot and nothing came of
| :the plan. -

o - 4 _ ‘
While}the reform bueiness was in hand, the Abbot was

‘elso.engaged in the production‘of-a coﬁnterrblast to
Martin Luther!s teaching and reforms,' This'helpgblished

*E Dugdale, IT, footnote 299 -

Chapters of the English Black Monks, III 11?
(5) ibid, 119-20
(4) Journal of Prior Moore, (1518-56) 96



in 1521, under the title "Tractatus contra Doctrinam M.
Lutheni." (1) In the laﬁe Autumn of 1525. Abbot Richard
'Klddermlnster,resigned his:offiee,,but he appeérs to have
remained for most of his time at the Abbey. (2) Perhaps
it was during this less busy period that he found time to
compile the histOry of the Abbey and its Abbots from the
neglected and tattered documents in the Library (3) (Bee
Introduction.)‘ -

‘Retirement did not mean that Richard Kidderminster
lost" touch with events, or 1ndeed that he was permitted
to do so. On October alst. 1529 he wrote tolpromwell
wes followss— "I.beg you to w:ite two or three lines of
the prosper;ty'andfwelfare of‘my_Lord (WOleey),and ye
. should do.morévfor'myjcdmfort fhah:Iecan:expreés. .You
know myetfue heafty_ﬁind and service towards hiﬁ and my
preyers»for his continuance. On?‘unkind'neishbour, Mr.
Huddlesﬁen} still continues his old malice against our °
poor monastery, regardless of my Lord's in;unctions. ’I
hope he wlll not forget his poor house of Wlnchcombe and
I beg you to remind him of it secretly.?_(#) Richard
Kidderminster, like Thomas Cromweil,'femained loyai and
friendly towards the tottering Cardinal in the hour of his

(1) Dugdale 1I, 290.

§2 ‘Lo & P, Henry VIII v01o IV. P 779
5 Dugdale II. 299

(4) - De & Pe Hy. VIII, Vol. IV. p. 2677




greet peril; but men like Huddleston, perceiving that
the Abbey's great Patron's power was waning, took advan-;.
tage of‘the situation to annoy the monks.
. The_queetion of.the.King's divorce brought the Abbot
'into the'affairs'of the Gourf'once-more. His signature
was attached to a petition asking Pope Clement t0 hasten
Henry 8 release from Katherine of Aragon, dated July ljth,
1550 (1) and he was marked down in the next year among
‘"such persons as be well learned...and not abiding in
‘the;ﬂniversity of Qxford, (2) Ina letter from the King
fo'Behetj dated July 10th, 1531 proposing that the Divorce
be committed to the Archbishop of Canterbury, it is sug-
. gested that the Abbote of Westminster and Hyde and the
‘ "1ate Abbot: oka1nchcombe,}a:man_o£ remarkable learning
endeexperiehce,-who has been_et Roﬁe'and’preaphed Sundry}
.'t‘iﬁﬂeS'.before the Pope should also take 'pa_rt' ‘in the proceod~
ings. (3) The King was clearly not unminafal of Richard
e‘Kiddermlnster 8 favourable attltude to the question of the
divorce nor of the fact that the 1ate Abbot was respected
at the Holy See..v ‘ ",
By this tlme, however, the Abbot was in failing
Eij' T8 P. Hy. VIIT, Vol. T Iv. D. 2929.
(

2) ivid, Vol. V. p. 6
3} . ibid, p. 154
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health; after all he- was at least seventy-one, and his
active life mnst have taken t0ll of his strength. To
Cromwell he wrote from Winehcombe on November 3rd, 1531
asking him "net to impute his neglect of writing to obli-
viousness or mnegligence, buﬁ.to his great age and sickness."
He intends to supply by hearty prayer for his welfapre the:
omission of his duty im writipg. The increase of Crom-
~well's honour and authority, of whicﬁ‘he'daily hears is
more %o his cbmfort’than he.can.express;..@romwéll‘s la~- =
bours and kindness will be considered by the Abbot and Con~
vent /(L) By this time Cromwell had taken over the,Patron-
 age of the Abbey, but it is very doubtful if Richard Kidder-
'minstég‘Would have been se pleasant towards ﬁheﬂmigiﬁﬁer

if he could have foreseen his. later attitude tpwardgfthe
Bguse and its monks. He was spared thaﬁ_reve;aﬁion;__fbr

| before the year’waS~outgx?he gave'way tOffate to:ithe giééﬁ

relucﬁance of all who knew the ‘viptie and piety 6f the wan! ai,'

man,” (2) and he was buried in the Abbey which he had, so
ably ruled and distinguished in hig life. (3)

The sympathies of Richard Kiddetminster were divided.
He possessed friends among the restrained supporters of-
gli' . & P, Hy. VIIT, Vol. V. p. 238 o

2 Antony -.a. Wood, quoted Landboc, II. XXXV . 3z
(3 Dugdale, II. 299

L
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the New Learning as WBll'as aﬁong the conservative church-
" ‘men. Oolef and EraSﬁﬁs_were both on cloee terms with him,

‘and between the former scholar and the fiery dle-hard
'ceneervative Fitzjanes, Biehop of TLondon, (1506-22) he
formed-the,onlyllink; as those two were often at enmity
but fortunate in that they shared a cohmon friende (1)

_ His wise}rﬁle'ana wide reputation as a scholar in-
creased the numbers of-his monks to 27 before the close
| .Of the century’(g) It has been said that “by his en-
Acouragement of virtue and good letters he made the monas-'
tery to flourish so much that it was equal’ to a little
un1verslty." (3) ' If this was the case, most of the teach-
’ing must have been conducted within ‘the Abbey ae there
'Were very few ‘graduates among the monks at the Dissolution
of the Abbey.‘ "wlthout further evidence it would be diffi—
cult to say whether there was any such revival of learning
at. Winchcombe as ‘at Canterbury.'" (43 |

'A% the Abbey itself some bﬁildlng was undertaken,

'partlcularly a "maine stone wall. ex quadrato saxo." )
_and in the mown several bulldlngs bear his 1nitials 'R K.

_to this day, as Well as a door now preserved in the Vestry

o = - —

(1i".Pre—Reforma£ion Lngland, P. 455, o
(2): Cant. Epis. Regs. ; liorton, fol. 171d. .
(3) V. C. H. 71, quoting Brown-Willis, Mitred Abbeys.

| (4§*\”Gasquet, The Eve of the Reformation,‘22-6
"Leland, Itinerary, pt. V. p. 54 S
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of the Parish Church. -The succeeding Abbot was fortunate
to have the friendship and influence of Richard.Kidder-
minster to support him for the first few yeabs of his-

P ol A et A

réign; and matters might have proceeded less stormily
_later, had the late-Abbot been there with his wisdom and

valuable contacts.




260
CHAPTER NINETEEN.

The Conge dtelire for the election of the last Ab¥
bot of Winchcombe was issued on Novembei 9th, 1525 on the
resignation of Richard X¥idderminster. (1) On the same
day Thomas ikynton, the Infirﬁarius, and William Cmersley,
the Precentor sought the King's assent to the Community's
choice of Richard Anselm as the mext Abbot. (2) This
was granted on December 2nd (5} and, on the 1&6th of the .
same month the temporalities were réstored. (4)

What was perhaps the last beqguest of any fair value
came to the morks on June 50th, 152E€ by a Will made about
six years before by sir William Compton. He left to the
Abbey '"his wedding gown of 'tiynsen satin,' to make & vest-
ment, that they may pray for the souls of his ancestors,"
and £20 to be put into the "box of the Abbey of Winch-
combe to make defence for all such actions as may wrong-
fully be taken against his wife or his executors." e
also desired that two chantries be founded at Compton "to
do daily service for the souls of the King, ueen, my lady
Ann Hastings, himself, wife and ancestors." The Chantry
priests were to be appointed by the Abbot of Winchcombe,
or, failing him, the Abbot of Evesham. (Y
(1) L. & P. Hy. Vii1, Vol. 1V, 779
(2) ibid; ‘'Anselm' was his name in r:ligion.

(3) 1ibid, 805

(4) dibia, 813.

(5) ibid, 942. ('tynsen,' i.e. tinselled or gold em-
broidered)
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‘Qhe correspoﬁdgﬁée;of the late Abbot Richard Kidder-
ninster with th@@ﬁﬁﬁ_w7ui Minister, Thomas Cromwell has

already been noted. Very soon after Richard-Kidderminsﬁer
was dead, the new Abbot commenced to write to Cromwell,

supplicating for the exercise of his influence on: behalf

. 'of the Abbey. In his Tetter of January i12th, 1432 the

Abbot - desired Cromwell "to be favourable to me and my
poor ménasteryfinﬂthéiﬁﬁtter between us and Nir. Hastings.”
The'Abbéy ﬁroperty_waé clearly.at stake, but the law was.
not enough; influence'ﬁaé necessary as well, and even
whén %hat was exercised byndne who was éupposed to be
favourable to the monastery it had to be gained at a price¢
mhe time'was passing when the monks weré a power of them—
selves; mnow, to an increasing degree, they depended upon
the‘favqurs of inflﬁentialloutsiders to whom fhey.blindly-v
committed their cause, hoping for the best. BSo the Abbot |
goes on torwrite, "Whdt direction you take in it we shall.
be glad to obéy. If you think it a matter in conmscience,
let us pay for it, so that we may also have the lend, as
we have had it so long and the law is with us."

Cfomwell could do much for those in his patronage.

Of this the monks werse well aware, hence the almost-

cringing note with which the appeal concludes. "We
thoﬁght to have seen yéu at Christmas last - you have




262

obliged us so much." His abséﬁqe clearly perturbed the
Abbot who hastened to add a postscripf‘ﬂl have nothing to
send;ypﬁ now, but by-Midsummer‘nekt,,Ifwili provide you
with a good horse." (1) 4An after-thought_perhapé.=but
not}the least bit irreievanﬁ where Thomas Cromwoll was ©
ooncerned' ) _ R
_lWhen King Henry VIII called on the monks of Winchr

combe to dbjure the authority of the Pope in this realm

he found them as willing to do so as were the majority of
,their monastic brethren elsewhere. There was not one
~among the Abbot and twenty-four ‘monks who sought a martyr"
- orown on an issue between the Supremacy of Pope or Klng,“
when put to the test on August 23rd, 1554..(2) vNotrthéﬁ '
the Abbot was a craven prelate; far from it. When'thé
.matter of the ﬁlng 's. dlvorce wasrbefore Convocation on
March 26th, 1533 few dared to take the side of the unhappy
\,Katheriné* -the vast majority were for the royal despot,
but"the Bishops of Rochester and Llandaff (a Spaniard), . the
Abbot of Winchcombe, and a. couple of doctorsoof dlvinity.
'(a11 except perhaps thefAbboﬁ, bound to Katherine by ties
of serv1ce; seem to have been alone in openly opp031ng the
'dlvorce;"(j, | |

213 . & V. Hy. ViII, Vol. V. Wo. 716
(2§ ivid, Vol. VI, No. 1121, (42)
(3) ,ngiigh Monks and the 5uppress1on of the Monasteries,
' - p [ ] * ' :
L. & P. Hy VIIT, Vol. VI, 311 (3)
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The-King’e-assumption of the»Supreme Headship of the
Church and delegation of the widest powers to Thamas Grom—
well as ‘Vlcar General’ bore hardly upon the Abbey.. Crom-
well was intent on harrying the monks eVerywhere, and One

- of the devices employed by hlm was to appoxnt as local
clergy men who held views very different from those long
cherished by the monke. To Winchcombe, Gromwell sent an
industrious and violent cleric, Anthony Sapnders,~w1th
inefructions to leoture the community. Naturally the R

‘monks were unwilling to assist him in fhe'dissemination B
of his doctrines; eo;‘on‘Febpuary 3rd,’1535.£hiaﬁiqurate
of.Winchcombe' wrote es follews'to his>powerful'patfons

"As-you-ﬁave:appointed me to be a pastor et'Winehqoﬁbe-teb

preach the Word of God and read it'fo ‘the mdnks;‘I desire
'you to help me. of the manifold lets and burdens which hln—
der me. in the performance of my duty " He goes on to com— :
plain of tae size of his parish, with its population of
2,000 and the hindrances of the Abbot who aIIOWS, Yany
commnnication in his company and monastery, as long &as not
the Gospel." It would appear ‘that my Lcrd Abbot only

bore with his visitor while he conflned his converSation
~to. ploasant 'small talk'; but when the *Curate' became

earneét for thev'enllghtenment"of his monastic parishoners,
then the Abbot changed the eubject or.moved away.




Another of Anthony Saunders' difficulties was that the
Abbot would not allow the schoolmaster—chantry priest(who -
also held somewhat advanced views akin to these of Saun-
ders) to act as his assistant and so set him free to rove
ardund the greater houses in the district where hié viewy
were most 1ike1y.to be‘ﬁelcoméd. ?laintively he concludes
"if I am sent fo; by gentlemen to preach I cannot go be-
cause I have none to help-me, Pléase appoint me a coadju-
tor that I mey set forth the King's title (as Supreme Head
of the Church) and pluck down that great "dur" (?) of
Rome. " (1)

In September 1535, Cromwell announced that he was
about to hold a general viéitation of the Universities and
religious houses. But he had already practised for this
at Winchcombe. The Vicar General was himself at'the'Ab-
bey on July 26th, 1555. (2) He was by no méans taking a
rest from métters of State, but was accompanied by others
who were gaining experience that was to prove of service
when the general visitation commenced. It would seem that
these gentlemen interviewed the monks separately and triéd
to find out all that they could about the Abbot and the

rest of the brethren in a manner similar to the procedure

(1) L. & P. Hy. VIII, Vol. VIII, 171. ("dur", i.e. 'dooy}
in the sense of barrier.)
(2) ibid, Vol. IX, No. 4
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of an episcopal'visitafion‘ Winchcombe Abbey was not with-
out some who were eager to air their grievances; in par-
ticular one, John Horwood, who gemerally used the name
| "Placet" or "Placidus" Sy which he was known. 'in religion.'
'He was full of compla;nts and'suggestiona, anﬁfjust the
type of man whom Cromweii wanteds in fact, an ideal man
to leave behind after he himself was gonme -'one who would
report to him everything that went on in the Abbey.

' It was not long afte:, that:this:"Plaeet" sent in
his first of many such reporfs. On August 20th, 1535 he
wrote referring to the recent Qis;t-of the King's Commise
siopers and that he had then>disclosed some matters that
"my conscience compelled me to speak of." He was anxidus.
to know how far he could go in the matter the “ceremonies
for exalting the Bishop of RomeY th&ﬁgtrbﬁbled*hime: ﬁe
followed this up by seeking authority to éeize-any books
about Purgatory, and mentioned particularly one 'freshly
limned and falr written,' of which the matter is but "ary
| dreams," also one that he considered to magnify the.Pobé
to the levei of‘the Holy Trinity.' He then proceeded to
meke a few suggestions; that his brother O#erbury should
be commanded to preach the Royal Supremacy every Sunday
before the Convent and have his chamber, books and fire;
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éndithat he himself ghould have authority to.eompel every
monk.te preach it'and'teach it to others. (1) ~ There can
be no doubt that Cromwell found a very‘usefﬁl‘egent in this
unctuous prig; but what a dull diet ofjsermone would the
monks bave had, if authority had been indesd taken out of -
.the,hands of the lawful Abbotnand vegted in Placet!;: The
Supfemacy of‘the'Kingﬁwaé hardly edifying to those who-.
Were already beneath the heel of his ageht,'ThemasAOrom-
well. However Placet stuck to his contention, even though
he became decidedly.unpopular with some of his brethren.
on. September 9th, 1535 he was again writing to Cromr
- well.  “"For the love you have for the increase of faith
and the destructlon of Papistical ¢reatures, set forth
the word. The King is Bupreme Head of the Church- of Bnge
- land, next to God, to whom we owe love and obedlence and
his dearly belovedjwife, Queen Anne, and all their_posteri-
ty. The truth ia not proclaimed so fully as it ought to
be. I an counﬁed a wretch because I have madeVa little
treatise against the usurped power of the Bishop of Rome
whioh I shall shortly send- you. Some of my_brethren are
“as glad as I anm to do this." | | '-}
| Cromwell, when he was at winchcombe, appears to have
T o T Hy. VIII, Vol. TX, 136-5: ("Whis was prethy
. well for a subordinate. One asks in amazement if his
request was granted, what amount of authorlty wss left
to.the Abbot?  Clearly none at all.” LOLlardy and

the _‘eformation in England, Vol. II, p. 64. ' James
Galrdner ; 1908 )] : R




made some criticisms of the importance with whioh the
monks Anvested their threse-fold vows, for Placet goes on
to write, "At your being here you diaoreotly declared the
effioawagoif our ﬁhree vows, in which we trust too much."
-There was a purpose, however, behind this flatte:y;- he
wanted concessions from Cromwell beyond the relaxations -
that his own influential} position had wrung from his han—
assed Abbot, 80 he writes on; "Whereas it pleased you,
-oonsideriﬁg my infirmity to6 excuse my rising at mignight
(for Matins). I am informed by my master, the father
Abbot, that this has caused some grudging in the Qonvent.
He knows that I cannot endure the stra;ghtness of the

religion; the custohary abstinence, the frater and“othe:

obediéﬁcea. Will you gmant me,then, a oépacity to take ,
a benefice without changing Iy habit, if ny naster or any |
man can see in my-wretohednees an aptitude to take a ocure?
My lord of Chester knows where I might have had a living

- 1f I would take 1t, but my trust is in you and my master,

the father Abbot, who is very good to me., I have a cure,
under him, of a little village, 40 souls. B8uch a thiﬁg
were most quiet for me, which I may serve and keep my bed
and board and go to my book in the monastery. Neverthe-
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less the va1u9:of.thisﬂcure;ie~not;£4»a,year,“ (1)

o Cromwelleas nOW'explpiting the dispensing powers
formerly.exeroised-by,the,Pope,_and his agents were not
slow to take the fullest adventages of this. Placet, want~
ed both "to have his cake and eat it," for he desired the
emoluments of a beneficed clerk as well as the advantages
of his monastery where he'liﬁed,xthanks to Cromwell, very
comfortably, undisturbed by nightly offices.. Cleérly
the little living already -in his possession was not suf-
ficient for him, and he had been casting his net far and
wide for more money, preferably where he coulqbstill‘w
stay on in the Abbey. |

He wandered about to his own -advantage, or on:Cpqm;
well'!'s work, and.soo; afterwards he?visited the Vicar .
General when the Court was at Waltham, where‘hé received
some. instructions and probably met the notorious Com-
missioner, Dr Layton, who was responsible for many ofrthe_
most unpleasant and unsavoury reports on the monasteries
and nunneries+. When Placet came to make his next réport,
he refers to his recent visit and the deep impression then

made upon him.

"You canrot love your servant Dr. Layton too well.

) L. & P. Hy. VIII, Vol. IX, %21 and 322.
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I bave diligently remembepéd_everything you spoke to me
when the King was at Waltham." He then goes on to tell
of the success of his 'salVage campéign'.among the shelves
of'thé monks"1ibrary, Whgre he had “"sought Qut many wolde
(014) ‘bookys and ragyde pamphylions 'de Purgatorio'."”
Prespmably tbese he consighéd to the flames, well knowing
that his "faﬁher Abbot, who is very,good‘to him," was
pcw'erleés to prevent this gratuitous destruction.

. A% the‘t;me_of‘wfitingiﬁlacet was short of money and
-hié‘device for means of obtéining some from Cromwell is
both ingenious and amusing. ILet his own words speak for

themselves; Phe Abbot of Winchcombe 0wes ‘me 310. 15 4d

'whlch I give you with all my heart begging you to lend me
'40/- to save my honesty and pay my‘debts and place me where
I may have neat: and drink, or I shall be campelled to
5~"<1) | | -
Advent was drawing near gnd Placet, not anxious to.
‘undérgo.the-austeritlas of the frater during that time of
fasting,'was determined to supplement the meagre monastic
fare from elsewhere if he could'coax the wherewithal_from \
his Patron. o | I}
He was not beyond resorting to sly practice in his
efforts to undermlne the Abbot's position. About this

(1) D & P. Hy. VIIL, Vol. IX, 72%. H He y 8igns. himself
"John Horwode, aliter Placett, secundum Papistlcos.“‘!
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 time he wrote a letter in the name of John Parsomns, or
on his behalf (at any fate, the handwriting is similar
to Plécet‘s) complaining that the Abbot will net‘éllow
>thé man to go into the town to earn his livingl This pro-
hibition is assumed to be due to the fact that'Parsoﬁs
"had waited on one of his morks in'Lonéon. who by ybnr
‘command (Gromweli's) brought you certain books." (1) Ko
doubt the Abbot was far from kindly inclined to one who
had assisted Piaceﬁ (for probably he was the menk in |
question) in removing parts of_the library of the House.
‘ Parsons could be touched, but Placet, with his powerﬁpl
backing from Cromwell, was beyond the reach of histpgéter's
diseipline.. ' '

His discontent wes growing apace, as the last letter
that he wrote to Cromwell in&iéates.' By -the end of the
year 1535, he was openly disowning canbniéalvobadience"to>
the Abbot, and waséprepéred, with.gromwgll's agsistance, -
to interpret the reéulations in a hanner entiﬁély to ﬁis" .
own convenienée. At finding excuses to rove ab;qad, hé
was expert. "I beg you (Cromwell) to dispense"ﬁé to in-
struct the poor people there (St. James called Gretton).
[2robably this was his poor benmefice of 40 sauléjor in
T T % T Hy. VIiI, Vol. iX, 1137




in any ether plaoe-belonging‘td ﬁhis monastery,;tqa}}ye
for and obey“tﬁemr Prince as Supreme Head.- I wéé eever
sworn to the Abbot at his 'installation,' non ever intend-
ed to be, though I will never be Qisobedient aezfar_as God
commandeth‘meg" Of course this last sentenoeeWae,sheer
humbug, as Cromwell must have known weii that.Pleceﬁ'had
sworn obedience to the Abbot "and ‘his- euccessors."'

‘ He then produces another excuses "I beg also that I
may su0cour my poor father and_mother and'visit_ﬁﬁem'in.
their sickness, although the Rule be coﬁfrery: JThe peo-
ple thlnk more of unlawful ceremonies or breaking the Ab-
bot's . commandment, for which they reqnire absolutzon of
’me. the ghostly father, than of‘true faith in the blood
of Christ." In conclusion, he . turns to complain of the
many. Psalms said in the Offices, fifteen before Matlns.
But how daid that trouble him, if! he was dispensed from at-
tendance?. Moreover he desires,‘"that no. man be compellied
to say.Maes, or take any hire as trentals." (1)

If Placet had had his way, he would have done nothing
aﬁ*al@vln the monastery beyond eat and sleep there and3ge
»eﬁt and‘rouna the ceuntrysidenfeeding the people On.phe .
stale Supremacy of the Klngly tyrant. At last, he*seems'
60 have found his cure of soule and to have 1eft the Abbey.

| (U i L. & P. Hy. VIII Voi. IX. 1145
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He had signed the aoknowledgement of theiging&s'Sgprenaoy
in August 153%, but his name was not included ameng those
who reoeived pensions in 1539. Placet probably obtalned
.hls ’capacity' to dlscard the monastic hablt and ‘become

a seoular priest, as did so many of the inmates of the
smalLer‘anasteries that were being suppressed about this
timee' By so doing he was a trifle too hasty, for if he
had remained with the brethren until the end.’he would
hgve had both a pension and a oapacity;"Possiblijrem-
well was becoming tired'of his agent'e cénstent'demends
for dispensations and thought it better to place him where
,he would be. 1ese frequent in his correspondence. If this
was ‘80 he was entirely suocessful, as Placet wrote no.

ID.OI'G .

The departuré of ‘this tirvesome, ‘&is;grnnnled end
whining monk must have been a profound relzef ‘to Abbot
Rlohard Anselm, but there were others bent on eimmlar
vlines, as Placet had already informed Cromwell. Thile
) these were probably but a mlnorlby among the monks, they
wereltroublesome to‘a degree out of‘all proportionﬁto,'
their numbers. They were' just as errogant'QS‘Plaoeg,
',not-hesiteﬁing openly to rebuke the Abet,and"to carry
their.complaints-to nigher anthority. |
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On the same day that Placet wrote his second letter
to bromwell, September 9th, 1555 the Abbot wrote about one
of his monks, Dan Peter, who was already on his way to
Cromwell to denocunce the unfortunate SBuperior for a techn;-
cal offence. "On Tuesday last, " Abbot Richard writes,

"I deolared to my brethren the Injunctions sent to us;
among others that the Abbot should read and declare .to his
brethren every day one part of the Rule which he had pro-
fessed and refer it to Christ's doctrine. I showed them
+that this article pertained to me, and that, though I.wgs
not prepared to read it immediately, I should be ready to
do so on lionday or Friday following. Upon this, the Wed-
nesday (viz. Nativity of the Blessed Virgin,} because I

did not read, my brother, Dan Peter, came to me requiring
me to license Lim to *cum on' (to you). I, demanding
Why, he said, because I havé broken the Injunctions in that
I have not read this day and because I had invited one %o
dinrer this day, the Prior and also the Chaunter. This he
showed me before all my brethren as éie regson why he wish-
es to come to you. I submit myself entirely to your de-
cision and so to order my brother if it may stand with

| your pleésure, that I may live the more quietly in time

to come." (1}

- W X E——.

(13 T @ F. dy. VII1, Vol. IX. No. 314, p. 105
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Irobably little QOrrection was administered to brother
}eter; certainly not sufflcient to deter others from open
rebellion. Bo the unfortunate Abbot had more to complain
to Cromwell.about, when he wrote again on December 7th, 1555.
_“On Tnursday in the first week of Advent, two of my breth—
ren, Dan walter Aldelme and Dan Hugh ngyne, ate flesh,
.contrary to custom: I called them before me and my breth-
:ren 1n the Chapterhouse and. imposed pemance. Whioh they re-
fused to obey, saying that they would eat fleBh next Friday
if they might have it. I told them‘ﬁhat imprisonment was
| ‘tnefpnnishment'for disobedience, which they little régarda
| ed; and I have commztted ‘them in custody till I hear fur-
ther from you." (1; : ‘ - '

'Did Cromwell support the Abbot?  On the contrary,
bofh these‘law-breakere were still in the Abbey‘four |
. years later as his trusted agents, watching to gee that the ‘
 Abbot d;d not make uwey With any of the property prior to |
“its confiscation! No doubt they contlnued to raid the
'larder or purchase flesh in the town during the - periods
of religious‘fasting. The friends of Cromwell, like
Plaee#,and other rebellious elements, could get:out of
theirimonastery5w1th the Vicar General's permission; but
- that was more than the rest of the Gommunity could do.

'After the visit of Cromwell and his friends to the Abbey

o T & } Hy.‘VIII Vol. X q,e:’ ]



in mldrSummer, the restrictions imposed by him were very
vexatious.. The monks were virtually prieoners within

the Abbey precincts. Accordingly, towards_the end of
f1535, they asked that the Abbot might have ‘licence to take
one or two of his brethren with him as chaplains when he
went out of the monastery and that he might'send_anf of
his brethren to preach the Wora ef God-abroad. They de-
sired that the Abbot might feceive women of nobiliﬁy'and
’otheré of sad and good convergation, Beiﬁg,friends,
methers.'or kinswomen to him or hie bfeﬁhren.,ﬁd'his hall
aﬁ‘dinner Or'supper. and that women might oome'intO'the '
Church for divine service. K

As tJe monks were. limited (by the Injunctlone) to
-the use of one - gate. they reminded Cromwell that, of the
two gates of the monastery, one opened on to the town where
there was always a porﬁer, and the other into the fields.
If this were shut, corn and hay would have to be carrled
half a mile about. They also prayed that the Church doors
might stand open at Mass and Evensong. (1)

Clearly Gromwell was intent on redn01ng the monkst
vinfluence over the people to nothlng. for what could they
do as prlsoners, unable to go out to preach or defend then~
Selves against the critic1em of men like Placet, who

w L. & . Hy. VI, VoT. X. Wo. o




. selzed every opportunity that freedom of movement gave

to disparage the Abbot and his Rule? - Even relations

were forbidden to come to the House, and the Monéstic ser-
vicés were denied to those who formerly-came. The field
was\entirely free to that creature of Cromwell‘é, Anthony
Saunders, 'Curate of Winchcombe,' who, not content with
wandering around among the laity, intruded‘his person and
doctrines into the monasteries of Winchcombe and Hayles.
He was far from welcome to the heads of these houses, and
they obstructed him with every device‘at their command.

Of this he wrote to Cromwell on November 2nd, 1535,
"Whereas you have appointed me to read the pure and sin-
cere word of God to the monks of Winchcombe, to'pféach in
the Parish, which is the Abbot's impropried benefice, to
"scrape the sur of Rome out of the hearts of men" and to
set forth the title of our Sovreign and Master, our supreme
¢ivil head in earth of this his politic body of England,

I have small favour and assistance amongst the Pharisaical
papiéts. The Abbot of Hayles, a valiant knight and sol-
dier under Anti—Chrisg's banner, resists much, fighting
with all his powers to keep Christ in his sepulchre. He
has hired a great 'Golyas, a sotle Dunys man, yee a greate

clerke' as he sayeth, a B. D. of Oxford, to catch me in
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wy sormons." (1) It was a brilliant move on the Abbot's
part. Anthony Saunders could scarcely objocﬁ,to uphold
his own ﬁords after his discourse was ended. A fow de-
feats where his new doctrines wefe ooncernéd; espocialiy
in the pnpsence of derisive opponents, and well he might
retire discomflted to- pour out his woes to Gromwall. _

| Wwhere the Winchcombe monks were concerned he was in
no better case. They found excuses to stay away from
nis diatribés; after all, who can blame them?' TheY‘were
"quite as well abie to read the‘Soriptures,»and'presumably

-they had been doing so before Saunders arrive&_bh the
‘scene. It was not so very long before thié”thét that
!great scholar Richard Kidderminster had ruted, the monks,
and he would have been unlikely to allow them to ignore
such‘a duty. What Saunders doslred wes that they.shogld -
meekiy imbibe gnd~digost_his own interprotation.of‘Holy'~
_Erié; ' 8o he wentvéhﬁtojask,Cromwéll'60 coﬁpelﬂthemiﬁo
" attend on his discourses and to appoinﬁ a coﬂ&enie#x hour
‘ in théJforenoon'for.hix to read to the monks. ."Thej'do'
not come in due time, they set 8o much by their Popish
service (2) ,

» Anthony Saunders was a blggoted Protestant 1nnovator

of the worst klnd, whose novelties .and. harsh views brought

(1;, L. & P- Hy. VIII, VOl. IX, 247.
(2 _ 1bldo
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- him into disrepute and even danger of his life. (1) Even
the Sheriff of Gloucester, Thomas Bell, had nothing good
to say of him and his friends James Ashe, Parson of Staun—
ton, the Warden of the Grey Friars of Worcester, and the
Bishop's (ﬁatiﬁer)'two chaplains Benet and Garret. 1In a
letter to the Bishop of London,-dated June 9th, 1536 he
protests against those 'Preachers' of the Bishop of Worces-
ter, describing-them as "disorderly and colorabie." So
-they were, if Sir Garret's tone was any indication of the
rest. In a sermon preached at Gloucester on the Sunday
next befere May Day he said; "if the Purgatory priests do
pray with their tongues till they be worn to the stumps
their prayers shailenot help souls departed. (2) = He al-
" 50 said that "the Mass was no help to departed souls." It
was'cold.cbqurﬁ for those who, believing etherwise,'had
made provision for such welfare for their own and ances-—
tors' souls. | _ |

However. there was one among the Abbey monks who ap-
pears to have delighted in Saunders' sermons: He was Hugh.
Egwyn Cooper, one of the fleshreating pair, and he praised
him to Cromwell, wheg he wrote on November 2nd, 1535. But
first he had to begin with a violent and lengthy tirade
against the Anti-Christ Pope, passing on next to denounce

1) L. & P. Hy. ViiI, Vol. 1iX, 747
(2) ibid, Vol. X. No. 1099, p.463




a preacher at the Abbéy whp;held contrary views. 'f@ﬁﬁs |
i1l epihion our 'balyd;ﬁacheler' is not ashamed ﬁo_pﬁéaph'
openly in the pulpit, with many other ill'opinions, as of
Confession, which he advocated in a sermon on the l7th
Sunday....By these means thgy try to prevent the sincere
and pure preachers of the Wbrd of God, as our parish priest
Master Anthony, who takes,greaﬁ pains with us for being
heargd." | |

All this listening had unsettled brother Hugh Egwyn.
He wanted to leave. Obviously, he was in the minority
in'his views, and the rest were not too sociable; so he
begs ¢romwell to deliver him 'de isto carcere,'’ fbr he
was "enticed here by falr promises when net fully fonrteen
years old." It is quite lxkely that he was admitted to
the Abbey at that age; 80 had Richard Kidderminster been,
but in all probability he was_me;ely one of the pupils ‘at .
-theiAbbey school who later dééiaﬁed or shewed an aptitude
for the monastic life, then held to be a not unusual véca-
tion.

The letter concludes with a sWeeping denunciétion,of
his brethren. '"There ia nothing in their’living sounding
to virtue., Never saw less charity, more envy, less piety
of living and more impurity; 1ess'quietness and more un-

quietness.” He has' known men not to speak to each other
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for half a year, "yet they boast of their goodness.,(l) )

More attention might be given to his views if: he had been

a man with greater experionce of similar monasteries, but

as he had been nowhere,'eipeﬁf to Oxford, where he obtained

his'ﬁ.A., since the age qf fourteen hig slanders can be

easily discounted; tﬁough the mud-gathering Cemmissioners

must have-found'him a ready help. Ineidentally he did not

| have ‘the courage of his convictions and leave that VR

@rison, as he was still there when everyone had to depart.
In the next year the Abbot and Copvent were greatly

embarrassed by the high handed demands of the King, Whoi‘

had grahted a lease of the monastic pastures at Frampton

- Yo Edmund Coningsdy, of the royal chamber, "to have the

same to him and his assigns for 50 years.” If that grant

went through,‘the'sheep farming, sbxprofitablé always to

the Convent, Would suffer; 8o the Abbot wrote to Qromwell

on March 27th, 1536 "Please remember the bargain thaﬁ is be-

twixt us and Sir John Allen, knight and Mayor of Lnnﬁon,

for our Joo;es"(wools) for years to.come, at a certainq' ¢

ptée, upon pain of forfeiture of our loréship qf7Shenberne.

If we sell our leas and pastures where we breed our lambs

we cannot perform our contract.- Please inform the Kiﬁg

of this and suffer us to hold our pastures or dissolve

(1) T %P Hy. ViiL, ¥




the Bargain.'(l) Only the intervemtion of a highly placed
friend eould ward off the demands of the absolute ﬁonérch,
and for‘thaﬁ assistance the Abbey was soon paying, as will
‘be seen. below.

When the rebellion known as the 'Pllgrimage of Grace' .
broke out,; the King was glad to summon what forces he
could to meet him at Ampthill; but as the peril subsided
these ordsrs were countermanded by letters nnder the pnivy
signet on Ocyober 12th, 1536. Thus the Abbot no longer
found himself under the obligation of turning ent his men—
folk, but "meanwhile they were to keep a look. out: fgr se-
ditious persons and strong vagabonds who may be scatte#éd
abroad by the defeat of the rebels."” 2) Wi@h ﬁhese'éame_
rebels the monks must have had the deepest sympathy, for
' they were conterding for much that was to“the advantage
of every monastery still in existence after the recent sup-

pression of the smaller houses.

The continual interférence of Cromwell with the af- .
fairs of the Abbey has been noted. Hitherto this has
been exercised in virtue of his capacity as Vicar General,

but op Kareh 13th, 1538 Cromwell fonmally aecepted ﬁhe'

.:q:n} T. & P. Hy, VIII, Vol. X. No. 564. p.221
(2) ibid, Vol. XI. No. 670

_,éei:{;:v.\



position of High Steward ‘of the Monasoery._ on the £ol-
1owing day the Abbot wrote his thanks for this signal
honour and pointed out that the fee was "but £5".(worth,
however, about £150 p. a. in our moneyle In‘addition to
thls, Cromwell could count on a "pratty manredde," 80
he. would be able to have some "200=-300 men at his command- ?
ment to serve the King." (1) The post was really a sine-
cure, as it involved the holder in no other real duties
beyond the exercise of'his.influenoe on behalf of the
Hotsee Cromwell was not, as a mattepfof feot¢ any bet-
ter off, as;he-hédrreceived varioqe gifts for his inter-
- ventions before this:  Wiﬁhout Which,‘es the moﬁks knew
well, little would be done for them. ‘He dreﬁiﬁo/Qvfor
the half yesr on December 3151;, 1556 (2) and apparently
~ was still in receipt of & similer sum in 1539.(3)

The fallure of the Pilgrlmage of Grace quickened
'the actiVities of the VlSltors to the 1arger monaster-
1es, many of -the houses belng compelled to make volunt-
ary surrenders' of their possessions to the Klng, the '
'vmonks either going out 1nto the world with pensions -and.-
vcapa01t1es or. in rare. cases, gainlng temporary shelter
(1) L. & P, Hy VIIL, V Vols XIII, DteL, 505. (c::omwei’"

‘ was High Steward of several other Convents: as -
‘well; e.g. Godstow, the Abbess of which informed

“him that, "the office is only worth #0/-, but it

T will plaoe 25—30 men at your commande" vide ‘Eng-

- 1ish {‘onks etc. p.5E-9. ‘

g T. & P. Hy. VIII, Vol. XI. Appendlx 16,
‘1b1d, Vol. XVI, pt. 2 | ‘

NN
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‘ in surviving houseés.. Among those ﬁhat.still stood there

' was a growing fear that theif.period of survival was very

"limited. Under these circumstances much business was con-
dugted with a view to turning convertibie:prdperty into
ﬁeédy_Cash against the day when the bretheren were turned

’fagrift. This traffic in monastic'ppopertyﬂwas'notunattend- ;

" ed with considerable risk, both to the vendors and the pur-
chasers. The'fepmer were-undef suspicien énd, anyhow,
usnaily Watched,to-prevent-sueh sales and'leésesi and'ﬁhe
latter were cautious where parting}with theif money wag -

- concerned unless they had an lndlsputable tltle to their

:purchases.

N Wlnchcombe had ‘made a grant of 1ts London property
to W1111am Mounslow, mercer of London and probably a cousin -
‘or nearer relatlve of the Abbot, and Richard Rowndall,
lawyer of the Temple. on June 25rd, 1538; bﬁtiit was not
conoluded until the consent of Cromwell could be obtained.
"He sent his perm1591on to his two agents among the monks,
Dan Walter Aldelme and Dan Hugh Egwyn on December 3lst,
1538 conditional upon the grant having been made without
‘any’ “manner of craft or colour." hen these two received
this . letter they were rather concerned about executing its
instrgctlons, holding up thelr}reply for 91xAdays while
they éonsideged the situation, Even after that interval
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_they dared not proceed.for severam reasons, a8 they
”pointed out to Cromwell in their letter on. January 13th,
'1539.  These objections were: (a) “becanse it pight inter-
fere with a bargain of wools,made between Sir John Allen
and the COnvent; (b) because they do not know what Cromwell
means by the words ’colour ‘or craft (e) because one

of them was bound in £3,000 and.the other in- &2,000. to

| procure no such lenterslbefore any;surrendsr or suppression;‘:
v'(d) ‘and because they perceive crafty conVEyanCe between
the Abbot and.them." They suggest ‘that Cromwell’s servant,';
Lr. Draycote, should be dlrected to examlne the whole
_,matter. (1)

* The reasons advanced by thsse timorous agents were
not very sound.  The sale of property to another wool
merchant when they were having bu81ness dealings with a
leading figure in that trade was perhaps tactless but
~ hardly of sreat. moment.v Qhe,enormons,sums of,the@r_bonds
would«certalnly make for caution, but it was a little late

in the day to. cormence seeing crafty conveyanco.\v
 '0bv1ous1y, they were only too anxious to. shelve the
whole matter on to . the shoulders of Mr. Drayoot Very
soon afterwards the Abbot was wrltlng to Cromwell in great
distress on receipt of hlS letter of January 2lst, 1539
.probably concerning the above transactlon.

Ty T c,l'. Ty. VIIT, Voi. XIV. pt. I, No. 63

s
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The Abbot sent his reply that same day by brother William
Jerome, late Cellarer. He was clearly much concernéd
‘about something and his short note is decidedly cringing
in tone. "If he be‘found.ap offender," he writes, "he
prays God send him condign punishment," and then he pro-
ceeds to beg favour for the monastery. (1)

The Abbot may just as well‘have left the last sen-
tence unwritten. The fate of the Abbey was sealed and
the vulturésAwere gathering to tear the carcase apart, as
soon as the death blow had fallen. Bishop Latimer knew
' well what was in the air and he was anxious for his‘ffiends
to 4o well when the time came; and even before, if it
were possible. He wrote from Hartlebury to Cromwell on
January 18th, 1539 to put in a good word for his friend
Squire Tracy. "He wishes "that there were many like Mr.
Tracy, as he is given to hospitaiity, and always reﬁady
to serve the King on commissions aﬂd other ways." He
wanted Cromwell to write to the' Abbot and Convent of Winch-
coribe "that he (Tracy) may have his lease of the demesnes
renewed, as others ﬁave, without condition." (2) On
August 24th, 1539 Mr. Richard Tracy had his lease and
wrote to tell Cromwell that he had secured all the de-

mesnes, with barns and implements\of husbandry for &40

(1) L. & P. Hy. Viil, Vol. XiIV, pt. 1. No. 108.
(2)  ibid, No. 84.
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| yearzy;‘aéoqrding to thefextent in the King's records of
the valuation of monaéteries.“ He}had‘done very well
indeed for himself but what a poor outlook it would have
-been for the monks had they had a real 0pportunity of
continuing in their Abbey.

_ However, T:acy, and many of the monks believed that
the end was néar\aﬁd he was bhly.ﬁoolhnxious'to gecure
whét-élée;he could for himselfs 80 he went on to request

lthat,"ﬁif the Convent'surreﬁder. which some.think.théy are
h:mindéd to do, héiwiéhes to have the mansion place, with
héuses of office and garden,veithéi for'rent;or purchase

as he has no dvelling with tillage.” (1)

On receipt of Gromwell's 1etter, brought to the Ab—
bot by lr. Draycote, 1chard Anselm.made a last desperate
vappeal for the existence of nis Abbey.v He wrote on August
B 17th, 1539, saying that "he trusts he has not done any»
thing agalnst the laa of God’ and the King to merlt the

‘suppre351on of the monastery. (2)

e bad not been gullty of any such mlsdemeanour, but
}‘Athat did not help him or the brethren. The Klng wanted the
. monks' posse591ons. and that was ‘all that mattered - they

. tl) Ilo o P- Hy‘. VIII Vol. 14‘ Pt 2' p. 79 ~’v~‘~’-s‘~:—‘¢—=A::—_‘.-
(2) ~ibid, No. 58 | ‘ -



had to eurrender and accept what they oould obtain.‘ ‘
On’ Deoember 25rd, 1539 two days before ‘Christmas,

the monks left their Abbey, and the:peliglous 1life that

'had endqred on‘that,spot almoét continﬁbg§1y f¢;.naarly
'éeﬁen'hnndrediyears<camé'ﬁ6:a closé. Cijy' A pious King
:'established the monastery and a grasplng tyrannous mon-
arch swept it away and the bulk of its wealth into his

. own treasury.

© (1) . L. & P. Hy. VIII, Vol. 14, pt.2, No. 728
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ar‘,:,f" |
When the King took the possessions of the momks of

Wincheombe into his own hands he made provision for the
 dispossessed religious by assigning to them pensions of
varying amounts and by‘granting to them permission'to |
accept any poéitions in the Church normally occupied by
the secular clergy.

The Abbot, Richafd Anselm, surnamed lunslow, left
his Hall, assured that he would draw £140 a year and
40 loads of firewood out of Depewood. John Hancocks,
Pripr, sexton and masﬁer'of the Chapel was awarded &8 |
a year. This was considerably less than that awarded
to his Abbot; but, whereas the Abbot was a great lord and =
had 1ived in his own splendid apartments with his many :
retainers in much state the Priorvwas'merély an_ordiﬁary
monk living the common life of the brethren, thus the |
provision for subseqnent life was scaled accordingly.

This same consideration determined the pensions.awarded
to the rest. , |

William Craker, senior Chanter: Williasm Blossom,
Almoner and Pittancer; William Bradley, Hostiler;

Richard Freeman, B.D.; John Whalley, sub-Prior and In-
firmarer; Walter Cooker, sub—Chantér; Hugh Cooper, B.A.

(these last two monks were those who ate flesh in Advent);



Richard Boidon, Kitchener and suﬁécellarér’énﬁ George Foo .
(or Roo} all had pensions of 6. 13.4d. The rest: Richard
Parker, Williem Prentham, Willism Horwood, third Frior,

" Richard Williems, Valter Turbot, chaplain, Richard Bannis-

ter, keeper of the Librafy, and thistOphei Chawnfaﬁ’,
all nad pen51ons of 26 a year by Lhe award of the King 8
Commissioners: Robert Southwell Edward Garne, Rlchard

Gwent, John Iondon, John ap Rice, Ullliam Berners, Richard

'Poulet,,thnvArnold and Richard Rich; dated,December

23rd, 1539, the day on which the Abbey Waé'surrendéfed.(l)
| Hayles Abbey received a Visit‘from}thélsame gentle-

men the néxt day. The Abbot, Gegar, twenty?tﬁd monks and

seventy servants'being'eVicted_that very d ay. rThey’too

had ﬁheir‘pensions; ranging from the Abbot's‘ﬁldo,'to

Sl. 6. 8. (2) : L
.Aiter these labours the Commibsioners wéfé ready to

mpvé on elsemherg...CnAJanuary 4%h, 154C they informed .

Cromwell that they "ﬁad‘desbét¢hed Hayles and Wiﬁéhcbmbe

-and ére at Gloucester, where they have taken the gurrender

and are trévelling for a new order to be’sét thﬂro..;Will
now go to Tevkesbury and conclude with the shlre." (3)

vhat happened to the Abbot and hlS brethren when the

T T & P hy. VIiI, Vol. Xiv, pt. 2. No. 728 '
(2) wransacts. Bristol & Glos. Arch. Soty. Vol. XBIX,.

(19a7; p. 65 |
(3) . & P. Hy. VIII, Vol. XV. No. 19

L



Ce90

great Gate dodr slammed behind them and they were adrift
in the wbrld'Which was already overflowing With hOmeiess
monks from all the great houses that the King had sup-
pressed? They had their pemnsions and, presumably, some
ready cash in their pockets with which to hire~&edging;
but some at least would wan$ something to do and %o live
more fully tham as idle pensioners. qutnﬁéxéiy we_ere
able to trace the subsequent careers of a numberﬂef the
ex-monks.

The Abbot, at least, had little to worry him; cer-
tainly far less than had burdemed his life in the Abbeye'
The blow had fallen and no longer would he feel the sus-
pense that had preceded it, nor be talled upon to rule
as best he could, furbulent and discbedient monks aided
and abetted as they were by'powere greater than his QWh¢
His feelings must have been akin to those of his brother
Abbot of Besulieu, who declared, "Thank God I am rid of
my lewd monks."! (1) Now his money was his own,'not 80
much.perhaps as it hed.been; but enough to manage on.
Things were a great deal more certain now. For adtime'he
was without a living, but in 1541, the Crown gave him the
Réeﬁory of FNotgrove. (2) To this was added a prebendal
sﬁali at Gloucester on November l4th, 1546; but, by

(1) ‘¥nglish lionks, etc. p. 252
(2) Trans. Vol. XLIX, 86~7

HR R T o S
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teking this last office, he lost £20 of his pension.(l)
On September 27th, 1554 he was instituted to the Rectory
of Radwinter, Essex, at the presentatioﬁ of Lord Cobham.
These benefices he retained until his death in October
1558. (2} ) o
The:Prior, John Hancocks, appears to have stayed near

the Abbey, for Leland mentions that he talked with him. (3)
.bnt he too appears to have accepted a living in 1554, the
Rectory of Shipton Oliffe, not far awsy, and to have beld
it until his death in 1562. (4) B

: William Jerome (alias Blossom) went further afield

for his living to augment his pension. He was probably

Vicar of All Saints, Canterbury in 1550, and died eigpt

yéars latei as Vicar of St. Paul's in the same cﬁﬁy." | _
William Kenelm, (alias Bradley°) went to Quinton. i

His name is found as one of ths witnesses to a Will, dated

1547. He does not appear to have taken a benefice anywherer-

Richard Nichsel (alias Preeman, S.T.B.) became Curate of

Gretton in 1548, ‘and then‘moved to the Vicarage of Ebring-

ton which h@ held until his death in 1574. (5)

(lg» Qnglish Honks etc. p. 251, n.
Trans Vol. XLIX, 86~87; c.f. Newcourt, Repertorium,

1149 479

(3) Leland 'Itinerary,' p.54

' There is some uncertainty in identifying monks' names
in 'religion' with their apprepriafe surnames. The
Landboc, Vol. II. xxxV iii differs from the above
Iist:-

(5) alias, Williams.




Richard Angel (Angelus} (alias Parker?) became Fer-
petual Curate of Charlton Abbots in 1551. (1)

william liawre, (al@as Prentham) who begame'Rector
 of Freston-Bagot in 1555, and died 4n 1561; or (Horwood)
&étér‘Réctbr of~Madresiie1d in 1541-8, and ﬁédtor of
Wormehill, Kent in 1548, until his death in 1568. (2)

Waltéf Aidhelﬁ, (alias=000per) beéame é,ChaﬁtrybPriest
at ﬁereford Oathedral from 1545 to 1548.

Huch ngin, (Cooper) B.A., stayed near his old haunts
and became, in 1540, Stipendiary oﬁ'Winchcombe.

Richard'Bernard,-(élias Wiliiams?) éccepted the Cura-
cy of Yate in 1540, and took a W1fe. (3) |

Walter Bede . (Turbot) the Chaplain. went to Haselton
as Rector in 1546, and took the Rectory of Stowell ‘in 1559.
holding it until his death in 1575.

: Richard Ambrose,. (allas Boiden}) went as~curate to

Cound. Salop, and became Rector of WOolstanton untll
1572. (4) Another monk who did not g0 far away from the
district for his benefice was Rlchard,Martln (allas Bani—
ster) who, in 1541, beceme Stipendiary of Ashelworth. (53

; George Leonard (alias Rowe, Roo, or Foo) dld not 1eave

1) allas Freoman, BeD. L
2} alias Blossom. -

%) -alias Boidon

g 'alias Banister' in Landboc 1T, xxxv1li.

talias Parker.f ivid.
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the town offWinchcombe at all, but became Vicar c. 1541—
59.(1) i
Christopher Benedict, (alias. Chaunfut or chalﬁont)
‘went to' High Uycombe as Haster of the Hospital there. ,
His name would indicate that he was a native of . those parts. :i
He later became Rector of Vpton, Bucks. (1546—53) ‘when |
Queen lMary again enforced celibacy on the cle:gy, and de~
prived the married e¢x-monks of their livings aﬁdﬁwiéésr
Thie former monk of the Abbey was unfortunate as he—.nad‘
"married.. However, his pension would continue to be paid
to him. (2) | )

" Wherever the former monks had taken livings in the
patronage -of others than those by whom the pensions were
paid, they were able to draw both the emoluments’ of the
benefice and the pension. Thus ex-monks were dgcidedly
better off on these terms than the clergy who had never
' been professed 1n a monastery. _

Beside the Abbot and the seventeen monks to whom £250
a year was paid in pensions, there were others whose inter—
ets had to be met. In and sround the Abbey ninety laymen
m TTho dates Ziven are those 1isted In YA Handbook G5,
Winchcombe Parish Church' Meurig-Davies. The au=<
thority quoted in the above text gives 1544-51.
(2) The list quoted above is taken from "The Dispossessed
Religious of Gloucestershire," G. Baskerville. Trans.
Vol. XLIX. pp. 86-7. I prefer his association of

names and persons to that in the Landbec as foot-
noted
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were employeds'. Phese were 'reWarded"by.the-grant of a
year's wages. (1) Some, parbicularly-thosetengaged on
the land in various ways would readily f£ind fresh work
when the new owners were settleﬁ ing but the domestao
servants would not be- needed to -the same extent as in the
days of the monks Who were notorlous for their swollen
householdss ,

In addition to those mentioned above several other
people had received salaries or}pensiens from'the monke.
Their vested interests were compensated or honeured.“
‘Edward Draycott, Esq. the servant of ﬁho Abbey'and'cromwelll
as well ‘had a pension of £2 a year. Flne others also
received sums varylnb from &4 to 15/4.- | |

. lne monks and the above were gtill recelving their
money in September, 1552, when a Commisslon enqulred close-
ly into the payments and the continuing exlstence of the
pensioners, asg relatlves were not unknOWn,to continue in
recelpt of the pensions after those to whom they had been
awarded were dead. .

Byv1552, at least one monk had - found his pension in-
creased; this was Hiehard Boiden Whofbeeeﬁe a Chaﬁtry

»Priest’at st. JODn Baptist, Gloucester. When the chantries

—— e —

(I} inglish Wonks obc. p. 266 Tiw
T“ele wWere 70 laymen to 22 monks at Hayles, and 144
ladmen to 39 monks al Tewkesgbury. c:f. Gavine,
"“ngllsh Uonasteries on the Lve of the Reformatlon,"



Mo TRy R A DA R i e N L T 2 bor s g T T
Al T

were sﬁppressed, he was out of office once nore and there-
fcre eligoble for further compensation. It was not a lafge
:pension, £4; but with his firet award of £é. 13.4, he
was receiving the equivalent of about £320 of our money.
‘When he became Rector and had the 1iving, plus the two
pensions, he was. very well blessed.

The. Abbot 8 reduced pension was also noted by these
Commissioners. A

One other pensioner listed with the Abbey servants
ought to be noted. He was Humphrey Dicka. the School-
master, who continued to draw his salary of £10 a year.(l)
He taught in the Grammar School attached to ‘the Abbey
where's;x_singihgﬁbbysfwere maintained out of a grant’méde
by Joan, wife of Bir Jobn Huddleston. (2) |

These variouS'pensions and reﬁardé made an impressive
totai} but the monastic income was_eénai to the charge.
When the Abbey fell into thevhandsﬁcffthe King the alear
annual valuewas assessed ab £766. 10 7%.(3) Out of that
sumj he could show a hamdsome profit. In fact, whén the
property was put under the Grown Bailiff and worked as &

profit making concern, with no monks to support and un-

“‘ee‘eﬁails of the above pensions are taken from
Trms. VOIO X'IJIX-Q pp. 98-110

(2) 8avine, English Monasteries etc. Vol.I.:p.23L. e..f.
' ' VdEo II 411'
(3) L. & P. Hy. VIII, Vol. XV, 139, (iv) Nov.?th 1540
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necgséafy‘servants to maintain, the income inereased, so
that, by 1540.it had risem to £945. 3. 11%. (1)

What was the extent of the properties of the Abbey?
In Gleuceatershire the monks held the manors of Winchcombe,
.Twining. Sherborne, Stanton, Snowshill, Honeybourne, Dry-
Marston, Admington, Yahworth, Hazelton, Rowell, Hawling,
Charlton Abbots, Naunton..Framptom and Cotes-in= Winch-
combe, and Sudeley; the Hund:eds of Kiffesgate, Holford
and Gretestand; remts in Winchcombe snd Gloucester; the
Rectories of Winchcombe, Twining, Stanton and Biedington.
Inkoxfordshire they owned the mamor of Emstone, and in ‘
Warwickshire that of 4lne. (2) Most of these possessions,
including the Rectories, were farmed out,, K so the monks had
drawn a fixed income from those to whom they were let.

When the King's Commissioners went carefully into
the monastic property, in 1535'th§ygsoheduled many of the
sources of income enjoyed by the Winchcombe monks.

The quarry at'Barringtcn brought in a rent of 6/8 a
yéggw'(s) Fulling mills are rarely mentioned in the
Valor Ecclesiasticus, only 13 in all; but Winchcombe
.pQSBessed.two at Cotes, worth 32. 10. O.a year. The

revenue derived from the Abbey corn mills amounted %o




£6 19. 4d. (1)

. The market at Winchcombe brought in: only 3/- a year
from rents of. stalls, tolls etcy but it was prebably -
farmed out. (2) The Fisheries in the possession_of.thg
Convent were a sound source of revenue, being valued at
&4 a year. (3) _ |

As’ the Abbey was responsible for the Coﬁrts of the
Hundreds and Manors} the monks derived a smal} profit
for their work. It amounted to about &4. 4;’0d. 4)

The demesne revenue of the Abbey,'exciuding woodlands,
was assessed at £142. 1. 84 (5) and a larger additional
sum must have been forthcoming from tenants' rents.

JErom the Alms of the faithful, the monks derived
£11. -8. 4d, which, unlike the rest of fheir inéome, Was‘
tax free. (6) At this time the shrine of St. Kenelm was
no longer so popular or profitable. The income from this
treasurelwag not worth éntering up, unlike that of the
Precious Blood of Hayles which brought in £10 a year to
its custodians. The former shrine was quite eclipsed by
the latter.(?7) , |
TI) V. E. II, %60, Savine 126.  Cornmills at Tewkesbury

paid £18. 10s.

(2) ibiag. Cirencester paid the Abbey there &7 for the
markets. .

%B;W Savine, p. 130

4) ivid. Curial Income of Tewkesbury amounted to
£28. 18. 344

(5) Savine, p. 146

Egg . ipbid, p. 235, Tewkesbury, £36. 0. 104

4ibid, 103. Thomas a Becket, £36. 2. 7., Walsingham
2260. 12. 44 _ :




' Beside the upkeep oL the Abbey, its: monks and thelr
many gervants, there: were others to be paid for duxles per-
\ formed. At.-Winchcombe the stéwards, bailiffs, rceceivers
k and-auditors numbered fiftéen,:{l)landvthéir‘salariéss less
|

‘keep;-expenses and. liveries,- amounted. to-£21.i11; 2d. Some

similar duties for other monasteries. (2)

\ of these werec, no doubt, but partwtxme agents who performed'
1 The £insl totals for 1535 are as follows, tébled_with

\
|

other monastic returns for comparison:= (3)

ABBREY - General Income Pemporal Income
' Gross - Net Grass o et o
W1nchcomhe w 8l12. 32 24 & 759 11 11% |& 710 5 2% &6&5 19 8%
Hayles . - © 407 10 7 |&£ 360 5 9

Tewkesbury Ll478 7 11581319 6 5 |81057 15 3k m990 n 2
" Gt.Walvern, 453 4. 0% 306 4 1k 301 6 ©})li235 10 6

The incéme of the Abbey has been reviewed at the time

" of the Comnission and at the Dissolution; but no considera-
tion has yet been given to the question of debts. The
monks were, as a matter of fact in debt, but to no great dé-
gree. This is not surprising, for very few people woﬁld
advance cfedit to»a corporation whose exisfenoe,from day to
day ﬁas decidedly uncertain.

When the Abbey was dissolved there were four credi-

1) avine, 2503 HayIés, 73 Newkesbury,. 47

(2} ibid, 245-8. Tewkesbury, £55. 19. 34; Gt. alvern,
£29. 4. Ba.

i (3) V.. II. 456-61.
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tors:- Rowleorton who was owed €13. 6. 84.; Anthony

| Ayleworth-£205 The Pres;dent of Gorpns Christi, Oxford.
£20 and 8ir John Allen, £%36. The current debt was very
sm&il, £15, 3. 4d. When the end was in sight it is
éﬁércely to be expected that the monks would concern them-.

g. selves veryngreaxly where their creditors‘wéré concerned;

| so the King's Oommissioners had to settle the accounyp out

of the proceeds of their logalized robbery. -

On the other hand, the monks were owed £20. 13. 44,

by the executors of the late Lord of Berkley for the ward-
ship that he had bought from the monks. (1) Again in this
case, theiimpendiﬁé dissolution would be no ingentive to
prompt settlement;' but the Commissioners, knowing all
about the debt, were in an even better position to extort
vpayment than the monks had been.

III

As 'soon as the monks had left their home the King |
converted their entire property tq his own use and advantage._
Pértable property presented no great prdb}ems. If the re-
port spread around the County by William Wodlow, who was-
seized by the Sheriff at Tewkesbury about February 8th,
1540 had eny truth in it, "the King had a horseload of
plate out of Winchcombe Abbey.and portion of every rich
Ty Exck. Kuga, 0. . b.vi 494, vide, Savins, p. 215
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man of the town of Winchcombé,"” and "two mait r1ayffes!
full of plate were brought %o the tallbooth at Téwkesbury,“
taken for the King from the rich men of the Town." (1)
Cerﬁainly thé Commiseioners seheduled a "Mjghtérﬁ (mitre)
Garnyshed with silver gilte, Ragged peerles (peérls) and
Countersette Bteones,f among‘the "Juelles Reserved to
Thuse of the Kinge's Majesty," (2) Except, perhaps, for
somé books froﬁ the Abbey Library and small trifles; it is
unlikely that the monks managed to reserverto themselves

any of the treasures of the House, as the King possessed
a good lnventory drawn up by the Commission of 1535, and
he well khew what was of value in the monastery.

Until the prapefty_Was sdld or given away, certain
portions of the actual buildings were left in the eustody .
of Sir John Bridges (Lord Chandos) end were assigned by
the Commissioners to remain undefaced. These portions in-
cluded "the lsacb’a Abbates lodging leading frem the Nerthgate
to. the Bouthgate of the. Frayter with Kitchyne, Buttre,
Pantre and lodgings within the same boun@a. .A11 the
Lodginge on the West side of the Courte from ;@e Northgate
to fhe Southgate with Bakinge and Brﬁynge~houses‘ The
late Abbot's stable, Barnes, Oxhous. and Shepehous.

The remaining propérty was "deemed to be superfluous”

1) L. & P. Hy. VIiI, Vol. xv, 183
(2 Landboc, II. x1i.




vand thne Wae soon destroyed including the "Churohe with
the Ilee. Ohapelles. Steple. 01oieter, chapterhons, Dormy‘
tory. Frater, Permery, Library with Chappelle end Lodginge
to them adjeyninge an alle oder above not reserved.

- The ‘main- buildings were roofed with lead, a metal much ;
prized. That remaining upon the roofe‘of‘fhe-ﬁChﬁrch'Quere, ;
(6hoir) : fles, Chapelles, Steple,’Library, Halle, Gloister,
and Galery with Gutters in oder places" wae”eetiﬁefea to
amount to some 121 'Foders.' (1)

Ultimately the property passed to Lord Seymour, the
first proprietor; and the demolition of all the buildings
went on apace notwithstanding the assignment to maintain
certain sections. When the roof was gone, the elemente soon ‘?
begen to ruin the interior. To mnatural destruction was |
soon added the activities of the Localfhuman agenﬁs, and
several testimonies to their work are still to be diseerned
incorporated in various buildings still standing in and
around the town. | _

TThen Browne Willis visited the site in 1714 it wee 80
levelled and ploughed that'ﬁe found it imposeible to;oon-
Jecture the precise layfouf. (2)

To Sir Thomas Pope, of London, a grant in fee;ﬁor
£1204. 3.4d was made in June 1540, whereby he obtained the

(1) Iandboc, Il. xii. A foder = gbout 2,400 1b.
(2) * ibia. _ '
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Nanor or Lordship of Enston, Oxony exdgpt ﬁhé Rectory.(1)
8ir Joim Bridges, the "King's F"e:fmdr,"‘ oﬁt-’aiﬁod‘ a
twenfybone years' lease of the "mansibn-callgd Gerﬁedan&;
alias Cornedon, in Winchcombe Parish, and'pastﬁre*ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ;,’
Qprnedene Hi11,~a messuage called 'le Amery‘-andipastﬁié-
upbn the downs of Charlton Abbots, and the commgniofy
Snoweshyll, Gloﬁeeétershire, and 6ertain parcels'oflthe
demesne lands of -Sudeley lManmor," on July 2nd, 1540;vta)
Sherborne was leased to Sir John Allen and, in 1551,

it was gold to Thomas Dutton, ancestor of the prepént
Iord Sherborne. (3)

1) L. & P, Hy. VIII, Vol. XV, 831. (14)
2-)' ibid’ VOlo m’ p. 7210
3)  Landboc, IT, xlii-x1iii.
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GHARTER TWENTY-ONE.
Goﬁc@ﬂsion.

After reading thevforegging chapters of ﬁhis history
an impression might have formed ﬁhat the monkg of Wineh-
combe Abbey were, op the whole, a tight-fisted land and
propexrty grasping cﬁmmnnity of men far: more concermed
with the increase aﬁd retention of their worlddly possess-
ions and the defenee of their rights anﬂ'ﬁrivileges,than
with the diligent and worthy discharge of those 6bligatidﬁs
and functions by which alone their memner of life could ”
be justified. | -

In support of this centention their great possessions,
the aﬁﬁfé@riation of benefices in their paﬁfonage and
their treatment of tenants ‘and others Within their de-
nesnes is cited as evidenoe..

But all these features were characteristic of and
common to all monastic bodies of similar or gréater size
whose history has beemn investigated. That all other com-
manities acted in the same manner is,‘ef course, no de-
fence against the charge of werldliness; bdbut it is, in
paft at least, an explanation. The conduct of monastic
business, the lives of Abbots and monks and the discharge
of religious duties must be Judged by the standards and
conditions obtaining at the time and mot by present day



.i 364: e

' 1deas of how and what thé monks ought or ought not to have
.ddne. The prevailingifaéhionsbf those times in such mat-
ters exercised a much more profound influence over the
minds of the monks and'everyéﬁe else -than did>the stricter
Ti&eals-of simplicity and éoverty_tha€ once attracted and
ingpired the;r remote brethren. To the strictures and °
lamentations of eritics the'monks were deaf, for these
were voieed, as a rule, lang after the offenders had been
rolled in their robes and laid to rest. |
In considering the lives and activities of the monks,
it is always necessary to remember that they were.ﬁot
members of an exotic and alien cllqﬂe foisted on to a
:'p0pulace with whom they were dbsoiutely out of touch and
?fsympathy. Rather: the contrary, for centuries the monks
were a 1egit1mate»an¢ integral part of everyday society.3 

:V”“heir presence and work exeited none of the wonder and

pcomment then that is associated with and aroused by monks
in-modern England. The black-robed Benedictines passed to
and fro in Winchcombe without the least attentioﬁ being
'paid to them, for they were part and parcel of the life
of the éommunity. Everyone knew of their manner of life,
its aims_and ideals wefe fully understood, and, for the
most part, deeply respected. |

Rot élfew men from the town and district embraced

the monastic state, as the names of Abbots and monks so
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amply testify. This form of life was, end remaine& for
centuries, worthy of the most careful ce#éideration by any
young man who was starting out in 1ife. If he possessed
the qualifications requisite at the time, life in Winch~
‘combe Abbey usually offered many attractions and t6 -the
| acceptance of the tonsure he would often be urged bgfpéb-A
ents and relatives who were not indifferent to the real
value of the religious life and the degree of reépect and
veneratioﬁ which it commanded in the popular estimation
and, perhaps in some cases, not least to those advantages
and benefits that might accrue to themselves by reason of
the association thereby established with'the greatest
land-owning body in the district.

Such a corporatioh; composed not of straﬁgérs_and-
foreigners but of the sons of the townsmen and stéhJag’
dwelt on the Abbey demesnes, possessed an inﬁ#haﬁe knbﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁ
ledge of the distrlct and the people in it.--@his elosev:‘ -
association with the people was at ohce a great agsetb and
liability; for while the Abbot and Convent ceuld sum up -
any given 31tuation accurately and act accordinsly, the /'
way lay open to t he abuse of favouritism towards sueh as
stood in close relationship to the more inflnential members
of the Convent. Most of the lesser dealings and acquisi~
tions must be interﬁfeted in the light of this intimacy .

between monks and people. Contacts sd cIoée:b?ought muohl



of the smallep property into the possessionfof_xhe Abbey
When the fime.camé for local laymen td.makesftheir Wills
snd provide for the pious'benefaetions that custom demand-
ed, few were likely to be unmindful of the gréat Abbey
that dominated the town and in which their sons and friends
serVed. | R

Moreover, the menks were wekl informed where oppor-
tﬁnit;es for a quick busimess deal were present. How
otherwise. could Frior Thomas have -been s0 prdmpt in taking
up the land on which he could engage in speculative build-
ing, c. 1206; or be aware of just the right moment in
~which to offer relief to ‘hard up' neighbours in exchanée-
for their remaining assets? This knowledge of local af- .
fairs worked both ways. The people knew their monks.

When a hard-pressed countryman had to raise money on his
lands, At was to the monks that he turned for a fair deai,
even from the out-lying places like Cutsdean and Todding—
ton.

When considgration is turned to the larger possessions
from which fhe monks received most of their income, it will
be seen that many of these were received by them at the
foundation of tﬁe house. ©hy should they not be so en-
dowed? After all, the monks did not ask to come to Winch-
combe in the first-instanee. It was because King Kenulf |

wantéd a 8plendid Abbey and,-perhaps a Eommnnity as large
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as thréa hundred, tbat e establiahed them there.~ They
were designed to add lustre to his MQrcian capitai. and
why should he do this eheaply? I$ he fbunded an Abbey.
then it was his bounden duty to see that ‘the monks aid not
starve. Provision had to be on an adequate scale, accord-
ing to the standards of life prevailing at the time. Cer-
tainly some 105% hides dotted around a 1arge area were not
an over—lavish endowment, as'Abbot Riehard Kidderminster
afterwards pointed out.

Later, acquisitions were made, but'every one of them
was by ﬁonest purchase at prices that were rarely{.if
ever, bargains. Heawling, Haselton and Yanworth manors
cost the monks £208 and & Tent of £9 a yesr in 1221; Dry
Marstoﬁ manor was no gift at £753. 6. 84, in 12504 and: |
Roweil manor cost £20 a year and, in all.probabilityy'th9~v
manor of Bledington was thrown in as weil,'in 1319. '@é
these manors the monks were fully entitled, as rightfully
as any possessed by the lay lords, so that the complainﬁs‘
of Jjealous laymen and future critics have little sound sﬁb—v
stance. By these purchases the monks were.enabled to,
meet some of the meany charges made upon them and at né
time does income appear to haﬁe gregtly exceeded expendi-
ture. In the Domesday Survey the Abbey income was about
£72; in 1194 it stood at about £5¢. 15. 11d for the half
year leaving a eredit balance of only &5 10. 64, but



that was probably the result of a‘goed.season;' in.1291,
the aseessment for Pope Nioholas was £110. After this the
’1arge acqulsltions began to auU sment the income and it
rose, in 1398 to £533. 6 Bd, by 1&62 it. was still higher,
at about £666.. 15. 44 When the Commlssioner 'took stock!
ln,;5;5, they assesged tke net general income at
£759. 11. 11%d, end by the end of '1:-539, the _income atood
~at £766. 10. 7id These figures ‘v:rould;probab'ly repi‘e‘sen*‘@_
as much as thirty ﬁimes,their value in our present day
money. ‘ |

That the above. incomes were derived thrOugn harsh,
preesure exerted by cold-blooded businees men onvpoof'ten-
ante; is most unlikely, for when a real bﬁs;gees man, #he
‘Grown Bailiff took over, after the deperture of thefmenke,
he soen wrung a'higher income frem'theteeteﬁes;_despite
the 1easihg,on easy terms of manyjof:thevlenGSjby the. A
monks. His figureseid-1540 showed a profit of’£945} 3;1E§.

The monks had many charges upon the income!‘noﬁ least
for thoir own maintenance in a world. in wnich the‘etenderds
and coet of living were steadily increaelng. The‘edmmunity,
after the first dispersal must have been few in mumber.
and also about the early twelfth century, it the state of
the,other monasteriee is any indication of that obtaining
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at that time in Winchcombe. Wnen, affer the fire of
1151, the monks were homeless the numbers are ynlikely to
have shown an increase. From 1552, when there were
twenty in the Abbey, the numbers remained fairly constant:-
twenty in 15955 one more in 1425; twenty-six, when the
Commissioners came round in 1555; and eighteen, when the
monks were sent away.

In addition to the monks there were many officials
gf high rank resporsible for stewardship and accounts.
These had to be paid and losses met when these same offi-
cials failed to carry out their duties in a proper manner.
In and around the Abbey waé an enormous retinue of ser-
vants, all drawing wages and many living on the pr.mises.
Corrodians, pensioners and the old scoldiers, clerks and
others sent by Pope, King and Bishop had to be provided
- with money and/or board and lodgiung. Many pilgrims came
to the Abbey and received hospitality, and the poor had
much regular aﬁd intermittent assistance. All these
claims had to be met out of the income.

lioreover, the upkecp of the Abbey and Church was a
very great expense. AtTer every disaster repairs were
necessary. <hen the Church was struck by lightning in
1091, the tower and interior ne.ded restoration. The fire
in 1151 meart that an entirely new Abbey and Church had to

be built and the work was still in hand in as late as 1206.
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When the eocleeiaetical fashions demanded’aimady Chapel,
the monks built one in the Churchyard, in-aboat 1275,
and twenty-five years later it was thought mell to vault
the Church ceiling and add side chapels. After the great
whirlwind in 1564, the monks had to turn to extensive'

' restoration work again. |

’ uhile all these current and other- irregular expenses
were belng borne, Popes and Klﬂﬁs demanded money 1n by |
no*means inconsiderable amounts. Did not Abbot Walter Ny
¢e Wickewane lament the presentation of several demands %
in one single year, amounting'sometimes to as maoh as

£1, 5007

“In such times of financial stress, to what other
source of addltlonal 1ncome could the monks turn than
to the beneflces 1n their patronage? These were"fair

llgame. ’ Shorborne was appropriated in 12224, Enstone
in 1307; Twining in 1379, after a period of Abbatial:
misrule; Winchcombe in 1396 and Bledington in 1402.
Usually a competent sum ‘was reaerved for therpoor parish-
oners and a stated amount for the Perpetual-Vioare who
followed the last of the Rectors, and the Convent. had
ﬂthe'rest. If this method of raising money‘is regarded
today as mere exploitation it was not'looked upon as such
in those times. Every other Abbey did the game and, in

some Cases, approprlated every one of thelr benefioes.




Winchﬁombe,.howevgi; left some.Rectories, e.g. Hawling;b
Precedents in plgﬁty existed for profit making out of
churches. The iay'lords had been doing it for years, just

‘becaus; their ancesters had built the churches on their
manors and regarded them as revenue producing concernsi,

| Withoutzaoﬁbt the parishoners of a parish Church that had

been'appfopriated By an Abbey wefe as well, if nof better
off then their fellows where a lay lord secured a clerk

to 'run' the church in his interests and at the lowest

poss’ible cost to himself.

The monks appear to have treated the clergy fairly
well. What lay lord could have beeh persuaded to receive
into his house and make provision for a clerk whom he had
presented to a benefice when that clerk could no longer
hold effice because his affairs had become hopelessly in-;%v

soivent?_ Yet the monks of Winchcombe thus provided for
the Rector of Pwining and Bledington in 1276. If the Ab-

bots and Convent had already proved themselves unduly harsh
towards the clergy would so many of them have boughtzcortp—
dies in the Abbey? Illen do not pay for theif retirementvig.
0ld age in an uncongenial atmosphere.

lMonastic money réising was not, as a rule, a soulless
affair. Often the monks would reduce rents end soften their
terms in cases of evident necessity{ but where the monks

do appear te have been after their 'pound of flesh,' and
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- sometimes they were, the attitude arose fronm ﬁhé&r_@orpof—
até consciouspess. As a oommuniﬁy they had leng'héld their
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possessions and they fully expected %o continue in thaﬁ ten-
ure indefinitely. They were very conscious of their re-
sponsibilities to the pasb and the future and proud of it,
partiecularly where hard4wonyr;gh$s and privileges were con-
cerned. Thus, on occasions, they proved véfy ténaciégs,~
and tended to lag behind the lay lords in making concessians
ﬁhaﬁ the changing times demanded: Everywhere, monastic bodiesir

were extremely conservative so that, when the tempo qf’pre-
éress increased,'conflicts ensued between the people WBB

- demanded liberties and rights and the monks who desired to
remain £irmly on the old terms. These divergent views and
the struggles to make them realities furnish the main causes
of the outbreaks of lawlessness that haVe'beénaﬁotedjfrom’
time to time; particularly when plagues and economic dis-
tress had weakened restraint among the unfortunate tenaﬁta

and others in the monastic demesnes.

For the raising of the monastic income and its prudent
expenditure the Abbots were ulﬁimately responsible, as su-
periors'of the momastery. FPrior to c. 1180, when the sepaéa—
tion of the Abbatial and Cenventual reventies tock place to
avoid the sequestration of the entire monastic income during
an interregnum, the cbpneqtion of the Abbots with all the
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finances was more intimate, bn$ always their counsel and :
example set the pace for the rest of the monastic business
men. Although these Abbots were the spiritual heads and
carried out their religious duties, on the Wﬁcle, very
well, they were usually sound financiers as well; contrary
to thsfééneral impression that spifitual minds are often
incspable of conducting worldly affairs. Abbot Crispin

for instance possessed a first hand knowlsdge of ths Abbey's
estates. But even the best of the Abbots were not without
their faults. Walter de Wickewane who, possibly, did msre
for the Abbey than any other Abbot was probably guilty of
nepotism. Did he not present his very Jjuvenile kinsman to
Hawling Rectory and place other relatives into monastic .
propeﬁty,on very easy,terms} Richard Kidderminster, whose
tremendous lsarhiné-shed»much lustné?on ths monastery,
spent far foo much of ﬁis time in the royal service.: But
when Abbots were weak or: frankly wicked, the state of the
Abbey soon reflected the effects of their misrule. A se-
quence of such reigns, as those d£~Richard de Idbury and
William de Sherborme, almost ruined the Abbey morally and
‘maqerially. Two at least of the monks were thoroughly out
of hand and housej and the finances had to be taken oﬁsi |
by four laymen because they hsd been 80 neglected and mis-'
used by the Abbots and their accomplices among the obééient-
aries. When Robert de Ipwell, a monk of the house, could




not restore order as Abbot, stronger measures were necess-—
ary arnd the Bishop appointed as Abbot a monk from outside,
Walter de Uynforton, who was able to restore everything
and put the Abbey on the firm foundation that endured to
the end. ;

In times like the above, the Bishops were often
compelled to intervene, and it was well for the Abbey
that. they were entitled to do so. Had the Abbey gained
exemption from episcopal visitations there would have
been little possibility of sufficiently specdy interfer-
ence from elsewhere to avert disaster. As it was, Bi-
shops were able to fréme ordinances and remove at least
two of the less worthy Abbots. Inefficient and weak as
some of them were, only one Abbot, William de Sherborne,
was charged.with serious offences. Compared with many
other Abbeys of similar age, Winchcombe was fortunate in
its chief officers.

Of the next grade in the monastic system, the Priors,
little is knowq. Friors Thomas and Gervase were busy in
the conduct of affairs during the late twelfth and early
thirteenth centuries; but, for the most part, it was not
until some of the Priors became Abbots that the names,
characters and great qualities of these men were recognized.

Cf the monks practically nothing is known. Cne can

count their numbers at infrequent intervals; but, except
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for thc occasional adm;ssion of a lad iﬁto the Convent with
his dowry, or where ccé,breéks,out or conflicts with the |
law, thcy‘remain‘at most, just names of men swallowed up.

in the silence of the"cloiStef. 5 |

That silence is as it should be. Men do not enter on
the religious 1ife seeking publicity. Their service and
" life is hidden with God and all activity dedicated to that
lcnd,* The very nature of the religious life makea for aié
lence. Against that silence, stands out every business
.deallng and legal dispute. These latter afmalrs receive |
nctice and have chief place in any history; the real life
: and work. of the monks went on" contlnuously without comment.
‘Fhile Abbcts ascended to and descended.frcm their stalls,
and Kings came and went, the monks flled seven times at 4
leagt in a day-into the great Church for Masses and. Ofiicea;‘
V”hat 1ife of silence and devotlon was not one ‘that made an
-appeal‘to many minds at any one_time and,vas~t1meiyent.pn,
it‘aﬁﬁealed'lessin the face of!increésing opporttnitiesucnd
- counﬁer attractiohs;' but always it demands recogniticn cnd
respect, and of this nost of the mornks at Vlncuccmbe Were
wc1l worthy. When they were not then the Blshop stepped
in and restored the true level of devotion again. _-when
the early age at ‘wirich many were received, probably for
educatlon, into the Abbey and taken straighm on 1nto the
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Convent without . mueh choice is taken into aceount, it is
remarkable that so few became a disgrace to- their Order.

It was when ordinary monks broke‘the;r habitual re-
serve anc‘_i"began to write individual letters to men like

Cromwell tﬁat the end of monasticism was in. sighf. ' Under

his encouragement of subvexsive behaviour, discipline was

undermined, so that the monastic system mibht poselbly
have collapsed from within, wmthout waitlng for- the. death '
stroke delivered by the King.-

The Cause of the removal of the monks from Winchcombe
lay farlfrem the'moeaetery; buﬁ‘the weakness thét made

the end possible was shared by Winchcombe as well as by

_every other monastery. The posses ions were too creat for

those few men whose once great 1nf1ueLce uad decllned¢
They were: unable to. protect whaﬁ they neld and people,
shaken by the 1nflux of new ideas and bewildered by the
bold strokes of the royal tyranﬁ, were unable or unwmlling
to’ aesist thelmonks, as thevbroad,acres,‘flne churches, and
bﬁildinms Withitheir~cosfiy contehts“were=swept into ﬁhe
yawning treasury of a spendthrift King while the leaders

of the Ghurch bowed themselves before their 'Supreme Head' '
1mpotent1y or obsequiously beholding the destructlon by |
him of their ch01cest and noblest\citadels. o
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APEENDIX.

Excavations. ‘
puring the Spring of 1693 Nr. E. P. Loftus Brock F.S.A.,
6§rried out some excavations on what he conjectured to
be the site of the Abbey.  Preliminary trenching revealed
the presence_bf corsiderable foundation work. This was
expoéed as far as‘praéticabie and farnished the general
. out;ine~of the nave, parts of the transepts and.a fragment
g,éf thé chancel. All traces of the precise pésition of the
other buildings were obliterated, chiefly under great . |

masses of plaster and other waste. (1)

et PIAN I.
 The Foundatiors
as excavated. (1)

siu.» Cl\ur'a |

8 . l’cut.i . ‘ . o ‘ . 4 -
gd b 0 »» g0 % . '
T TOwER

- chove Stalls ¥

(1) Journal 'B:_réﬂ.‘t; Arch. Aésdc oy 13935 XI:ix, 163-72, plan 163.
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1

The above plan shows both the Abbey and Parish Churches on
the same scale. | The width of the Nave of the Abbey Church,
28 feet, was only three more than that of the’ Parish :Church.
The Naves of the Abbeys of Great Malvern and Pershore are
'almost equal in width to Winchcombe. _
" Phe Cloister must héve been on the North s}de of the‘Church

as there was not sufficient room to the South.

K}
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