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The Evolution of the Reserved Guided Tour System in National Park Areas and its Influence to Socio-
economical Situations of the Neighboring Local Communities in South Korea:
A Case Study of Chilseon Ravine in Jirisan National Park
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Abstract :

In South Korea, a serious conflict has existed over the way of managing visitors in National Park (NP) between the Korea
National Park Service (KNPS) and the local stakeholders since 1991. KNPS has implemented the Reserved Guided Tour
System in the Chilseon Ravine in order to manage the balance between protecting nature through tourism and the local
economy in 2008. This paper proposes some options to effectively manage this confliction using the results of a case
study conducted at the Chilseon Ravine in Jirisan NP and the neighboring local communities. Building a local consensus
on NP management is one of the essential conditions for a smooth operation. Nevertheless, the interview survey
revealed that a long-time adversary relationship has made the reconciliation and mutual understanding difficult. Worse
still, KNPS has changed the direction of the NP management policy to practically exclude the local communities from NP
management. The paper emphasizes that managing such a vast NP area without any support of the local communities is
neither realistic nor reasonable, and KNPS should revert to the original policy, and strive to alleviate the confliction.
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