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Reverse Engineering-Based Catch-up Strategies and Innovation
from Latecomer Perspective: The Evidence of Chinese Automakers

Ruihong GAO

Abstract
In this paper, we explore the role of reverse engineering from the perspective of latecom-
ers and provide insights by discussing two Chinese automakers’ learning processes aimed
at developing innovation strategies. Reverse engineering is not only a powerful tool for
their catch-up strategies in entering the market but also important in their innovation pro-

cesses.



