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From Waldemar Jochelson’s Yukaghir Ethnography (4):
An Annotated Japanese Translation of a Chapter

Fubito ENDO

Abstract

This is an annotated Japanese translation of “Characteristics of Yukaghir Folklore,”
Chapter 14 of the Yukaghir ethnography The Yukaghir and the Yukaghirized Tungus by
Wialdemar Jochelson (1855-1937) (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1926). The ethnography is the
achievement of Jochelson’s extensive fieldwork on the Yukaghir people in Northeast
Siberia conducted in the years 1895-96 and 1901-2. This chapter points out the
characteristics of Yukaghir folklore by examining some 30 Yukaghir folktales from
Jochelson’s own collection. It provides ethnological, literal, and comparative perspectives
on the folktales, many of which are still told even today.





