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Development of Tourism in Wakayama Prefecture during the 1990s
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ABSTRACT
This paper looks at the development of tourism in Wakayama Prefecture during
the so-called “Period of Confusion” of the 1990s. Local governments played
a significant role in this period, but often chose to pursue a mass-tourism
development route that was facing turning point. In common with other parts
of Japan, local governments in Wakayama Prefecture constructed numerous
tourism facilities, including public accommodation and “Michi-no-eki” roadside
facilities selling local produce, and, tourist attractions. However, changes in the
tourism industry have turned these facilities into a burden. There is a need to

consider how to use them effectively.
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