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Abstract :

This paper investigates the characteristics of the Lodging Industry in Wakayama prefecture through a statistical analysis
on variables relating to accommodation, such as seasonality, occupancy rates, characteristics of foreign guests, and
differences in guest demands by region. There are mainly Japanese-style inns in Wakayama prefecture; however, the
number of inns has been decreasing in recent years. The analysis revealed that there is less seasonality overall in the
prefecture, but the seasonality at the municipality-level is high; the occupancy rate tends to be higher in the south; the
seasonality has a negative correlation with the occupancy rate, and the regional differences in guest demands remains
stable. It was also found that the general trends of foreign visitors, majority of which are from Hong Kong, are different
from those of domestic guests.
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