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Local Area Revitalization using Internet Services:

The case of Wakayama Internet Shiminjuku Activities
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ABSTRACT

It is widely recognized that as a result of various ICT programs, Japan
reached a world leading position in this field. However, in regional and local
areas, the benefits of Internet communications are still limited. This paper
reviews the activities of the non-profit-organization Wakayama Internet
Shiminjuku and discusses its functions in light of the new opportunities and
challenges posed by local-area revitalization schemes. There is a need for
stronger coordination among the various NPOs in order to realize their
revitalization projects. The continuity of NPO activities depends however, on

the existence of sustainable sources of revenues.
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