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Abstract :

Tourism in the 21st century is looking ahead to a focus on three factors, as Takada (1996) points out: imagination or
curiosity, nirvana or desire for healing, and self-actualization in metamorphose. Teaism, or the way of tea, on the
other hand, appears unchanged since its foundation. The aim of this paper is to clarify the coincidental features of
tourism and Teaism, and to advocate the reformation and the utilization of both tourism and Teaism in the above
mentioned meanings. Teaism (wabicha) was founded by Rikyu in the late 16th century. It was created to enjoy the
aesthetic value of the utensils used, to experience the state of nirvana at Iseisure, and to reach a state of self-
actualization through the world of Tea. Nanporoku was written to convey the basic idea of Rikyu in the middle of the
17th century. Okakura (1906) recognized the cultural value of Teaism and tried to convey it to the world. This was also
accepted in Japan, and the status of Teaism recovered. The focus on the aesthetical value, however, has lessened
the nirvana or healing facet of Teaism in its practical exercise. Thus the reformation of the practical exercise of
Teaism is at stake.
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Tea began as a medicine and grew into a beverage. In
China, in the eighth century, it entered the realm of
poetry as one of the polite amusements. The fifteenth
century saw Japan ennoble it into a religion of

aestheticism — Teaism. (The Book of Tea, Chapter 1)
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The fifteenth century saw Japan ennoble it into a
religion of aestheticism — Teaism. Teaism is a cult
founded on the adoration of the beautiful among the
sordid facts of everyday existence. It inculcates purity
and harmony, the mystery of mutual charity, the
romanticism of the social order. It is essentially a
worship of the Imperfect, as it is a tender attempt to
accomplish something possible in this impossible thing

we know as life. (Chapter 1, The Cup of Humanity)
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It [the Philosophy of Tea] represents the true spirit of
Eastern democracy by making all its votaries aristocrats

in taste. (Chapter 1, The Cup of Humanity)
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ZLTC, ROMEEDOZEED, HOEZEMZDLDIZLLHE
LCWzeilb_T, faEwagtloask, AlEtkzs2kod
R 726

Thus the tea-master strove to be something more than
the artist?art itself. It was the Zen of aestheticism.
Perfection is everywhere if we only choose to
recognize it. Rikiu loved to quote an old poem which
says: “to those who long only for flowers fain would I
show the full-blown spring which abides in the toiling

buds of snow-covered hills.” (Chapter7, Tea-Masters)
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The rebuilding, every twenty years, of Ise Temple, the
supreme shrine of the Sun Goddess, is an example of
one of these ancient rites which still obtain at the
present day. The observance of these customs was only
possible with some such form of construction as that
furnished by our system of wooden architecture, easily
pulled down, easily built up. (The Book of Tea, Chapter
4, The Tea-Room)
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