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Abstract

Promoting Skill Development
for Women Entrepreneurs

WATABE Mikiko
NISHIGUCHI Mitsuko
OHNO Kunio

The expectations of regionally-rooted entrepreneurs are high in an era when consumer
needs and corporate business models are changing and a declining birthrate and
increasing aging population in present-day Japan show no signs of abating. Many women
have to abandon their careers after marriage or childbirth, so there is a large pool of
potential women entrepreneurs.

In this study, a questionnaire on “entrepreneurship and skill development” was
administered to first-year students in the Contemporary Business Department of Miyagi
Gakuin Women’s University. The author of this paper and her colleagues extracted
features of students’ entrepreneurial awareness.

Entrepreneurship is one option among many choices that a woman can take during her
life. By acquiring knowledge about entrepreneurship while a woman is still a student, she
can be encouraged by the fact that becoming an entrepreneur can be a realistic goal for
her. Analysis of the questionnaire data shows that it was the factors “funds”, “time”, and
“consultation” that would be a bottleneck in entrepreneurship. In this paper, I showed
that it is possible to overcome these obstacles. I hope that the university students boldly

take on the challenge of work that is necessary for our future society.



