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The Understanding and Educational Support for
Student with Asperger’ s Disorder

- from Case Study from Student Counseling Room -
Takako Koshiba

Recently, the number of clients with diagnosis or characteristics of developmental
disabilities had increased at university's Student Counseling Room. According to the
outcome of the research by Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
in 2012, it is reported that the ratio of students who needs special educational support in
academics or who shows significant difficulty in behavior is estimated to be 6.5%.

Additionally, the “Act on Support for Persons with Development Disabilities” 1is specified
to “offer appropriate educational attention” to the students with developmental disability
and that the educational support is also expected to be offered at university for diverse

educational needs.

In this report, main points for educational support are clarified by reporting the case study
from students with Asperger's Disorder. First, the staffs from university as well as parents
would have the common understanding of the characteristics of the disability and then
provide support appropriate to each role. Counselors would give realistic advice on daily
life and psycho-educational support such as emotional control. The Employment Support
Section would give employment guidance for each students and offer employment support
by working together with external specialized agencies. Health Center would work
together with medical institutions and coordinate with all. The concerned person was able
to experience appropriate employment experience by receiving this kind of coordinated
educational support which promote disability acceptance and self-understanding.

Therefore, collaboration within and outside of university to meet the support needs of
these diverse students and the flexible organizational management to make this possible

may be the challenge in the future.

26





