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The writer must be universal in sympathy and an outcast by nature: only then can he see clearly.
——Julian Barnes (1946-)
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I read Yusenkutsu, dreaming of a fairly land of sunshine and peach blossoms, where reality
turns into a delicious dream and suffering into a life of luxurious pleasure. | wish to forget
everything, vulgar and common, in this charming magic land and to live a life, not of man and
women, but of gods and goddesses, under the sapphirine sky of this fairly land, enveloped with
the perfume of snow-white pear blossoms, with the poet of this fantasia, Chobunsei.® (T ##i%

1)
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kB, [EZIRERL] TERSN/-FEBBROEFY 2 EEICERL TR, BBXLZ
DTFDX) b0 THRL,

33 mAbE

34 rEHE

35 JEERE

36 TEHERL

37 EHHE

38 R

39 {LE D LA

40 1LTFERk

41 KAz

42 Hangchow ltineraries

43 IR

44 FIHEEE

45 WRO5HERC (MG T394THER] Ay
46 HRETHOR (EmAkReH)

INHOFEYE 2L TE MIFE LTI S VA, ZNTH D) A MIFEZN
D PRI EME R S Do Tk, BHZ T NLIETTH L, Bz, KED
WFoE & Joshua A. VogeliKid. BEZND [AT oA, F23Hrro 0 5 072HAN
2 & B HRITRE 2 & OEATSCHRIC R 3 2 EEE 72 5 5 ) (repeated mention of travel accounts by
Japanese before him that he had either read or been given) ICH #E V) . kD & 9 %8 %47 -
T,

On numerous occasions, he cited references to a sight before his eyes in the work of one of

" Joshua A. Vogel, The Literature of Travel in the Japanese Rediscovery of China, 18621945, Stanford

University Press, 1996, p. 260.

80



S
ﬁ

BEZINICBIT 5 [VLF ]

the men we have already discussed. He also made reference to Chinese travel writings and
especially to Chinese local gazetteers, which he had apparently consulted prior to departure.
The mention of an earlier travelogue was not unusual—Japanese travelers rarely tried to go to
places others had not been—but Akutagawa was particularly meticulous about his citations,
and they gave his accounts a scholarly feel while it still reads with the fluidity of fiction."
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