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Abstract

The city of Alexandria —founded by Alexander the Great in 331 B.C.— was primarily conceived as a city-
state, a polis in the Greek sense of the word to serve as a new harbour for Egypt. Yet with the sudden death
of Alexander in 323 B.C. his empire was divided among his generals. Ptolemy son of Lagos was able to
become king of Egypt and set up his own dynasty in the country. Under the early Ptolemies, Alexandria
soon developed to serve multiple other functions: capital of Egypt and an important seat of learning. The
relationship between the king and the city turned around these aspects of its life.

From the very beginning, Alexandria appeared to have possessed the regular organization of a Greek
city-state: its own citizenship and citizen-body, magistrate, council, legal code and law courts. Yet, being at
the same time, capital of the country and seat of residence of the King and his administration, necessarily
complicated matters and mitigated much of the independence of the city-state. For example, it was the
prerogative of the King to legislate for the city and to grant its citizenship to non citizens whom the
King wished to favour (P. Hal. 1, 3rd century B.C.). These rights continued to be the privilege of Roman
Emperors (Pliny Jr., Letters X. 7). Whereas this very situation enhanced the city’s commercial activities
as a great harbour. We may recall in this respect that Ptolemy I supplied the harbour with the magnificent
lighthouse that was counted among the Seven Wonders of the ancient world. Thus it rapidly became the
centre of international trade and navigation and as such it grew to be a large cosmopolitan city of more
than half a million inhabitants, an unusual size in ancient times, of course, not all were citizens. Even after
the fall of the Ptolemaic dynasty early under Roman rule, Strabo, late in the 1st century B.C. described
Alexandria as “ the greatest emporium in the inhabited world” (Strabo,17. 1.13).

Furthermore, Alexandrian citizenship carried certain privileges especially as regards taxation. Under
the Ptolemies, the citizens of Alexandria constituted a privileged class and Alexandria was the polis par
excellence. On certain occasions they received privileged treatment as in the land reclamation scheme at-
tempted by Ptolemy VIII, when Alexandrians were granted three years extra at reduced taxes, more than
the rest of the country (P. Teb. 5,118 B.C.).

Under the Romans, Alexandrians were exempt from the poll-tax which Augustus imposed upon all
other inhabitants at various rates (P.S.I. 1160 = Misrule 1; and Acta Isidori = Musurillo 4.). On the other
hand in order to mitigate their political aspirations, Augustus appears to have abolished the Council of
Alexandria (El Abbadi, BSAA.45, 1993, 1-6). This resulted in resentment and a protracted tension between
the city and the succeeding Emperors, Alexandrian citizenship also became a necessary step for an Egyp-
tian to become a Roman citizen (Pliny Jr. Letters X 6-7). Since Alexandrians were among the big land-
owners in the country, they were usually classified together with the Romans under one heading in tax lists,
Romaioi and Alexandreis.

But when Caracalla in A.D. 212, granted Roman citizenships to all free inhabitants of the Empire,
Alexandrian citizenship suffered degradation and its citizens no longer enjoyed any advantages, since all

local metropoleis became cities and their inhabitants Roman citizens. In theory all were equal, but in prac-
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tice the difference remained marked by the size of property of each individual.

In the field of culture and learning, Ptolemy I took the initial major step to render Alexandria the centre
of the new cult of the God Sarapis — instead of Memphis— as the divine guardian of his new dynasty. This
certainly added a spiritual aura to the city; but by far more significant were the measures undertaken by
Ptolemy I and his successors to render Alexandria, the renowned capital of culture and learning, by foun-

ding the Mouseion (a research centre) and the first universal library in history,
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MM 33 1ETLIZH Y FHEAREPEZRLZ2HET 7L 29V P TE, 40, =T 7%
DF LWL 2 HHER—F) Vv WAERTORY) A—E LTHEESN TV, LA LE
323FEDNTVLIH Y FOUADEROEIZEY, TLI7H Y FuAOFEIZKEDOFFTEDOHMTH
EHEND, FTTADTT LA FRAE, VT MOELRD, ZOBREEEOEHZ O LW
2o FIEADT P LA FABZBNWT, TLZH Y FYTIE, VT VNOER, FROBERE
DEFOBEE D DL ) Il o7z, FLMIOBRIIINLDOT LYY FY 7 ORIEZ HLI
RBR LD,

BELA,S, TLIZH Y R TIL, MEOTREE TR, HE, &5 B 8l vo
2% Uy BHERO— R HABERE Lo T, 20—7, —EOBEHTHY, LLITK
BWREOMESLTLH L I EBELEMICL, MHERE L TOMVEIEZELZbN TV, 72k
2, Fix, TV YR TORERFIELRZY, TRTRZVWEICTREEZ 52 TRYIZT
HIENTEDLEWVWIFEHEL L > TW/2(P. Hal 1, 39 century B.C)o SNHDIERIZIT—TE
FOWMEE LTRIT#AINS Z L2725 (Pliny Jr., Letters X. 7)o 29 W o 2RI G T, &
RKe@BELTOT LI Y P 7TORFEGHZIEERIL L7 22T ML F A2 0
2, RO TAEBBLEDNEALLIEXFHBEL -2 ePBERESINL ). TLIH YT
FERICEBRES LEOFLE LY, TRUADED S EEHRE LTERTIRITZZEDS5 05
APEGCERERAHE LTRELLZOTH L, U—<XRICEET L~ A+ AFDRERD
R 1 HEBBHICBVWTOA N IR Y BE 7L IZ2H Y FUTR2FLT [ANERESOLYARY T
L] Lk R7=DTH % (Strabo,17. 1.13).

EBZ, 7L2H Y FYT7ToHRIE, FICBEICBWTENFEEEEZT LTz, T hL<A
FAFIBWTT LYY B 7THRIZFERETH), TLIZH Y F) TIEEIICEBRLLF
Aok 7L< At ASMPHEAZLHERFTEOE, 7L 2%y F) TOMRIZIZEA
DMDE-L XD b 3EELBHIBDOOLNL R E, W OPDORFIZBVWTHRITEBI N (
P. Teb. 5118 B.C)s

O—<vADFRTTT7LZH Y FYUTHRIZ, TYTZA My AN S E ST LEETHRLAE
Bl b mBEE T (PSI 1160 = Misrule 1; and Acta Isidori = Musurillo 4) « — /AT 5 ®
BUERBELE 2 IEIT 572012, TIYTA M AR 7LV R TEERREILEIELHITHS
(El Abbadi, BSAA45, 1993, 16), CHUI 7L 27 H ¥ FY TOHRICKEEZEW, & Z0HD
EFbEOBBREIERICOZ->TERICHOALDDEL 572, $2T7 L2 Y ¥ N THRER,
IV M= TRICEB7Z2ODLELFETOH o7z, TVI7H Y FY 7THRIZENER
DRHER 572720, BHERCO—~HRETLZH Y P THRIEFA L —2DH (Romaioi
& Alexandreis) (3 IN T2,
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L2L, BRER21 2471 IPFENOETOHHAIO—<HREY 522, 7L
W R THREOBAIZET T2 MOMBEHETHETHERY, ZOERIT—<HEE 2>
e, TLIZH Y R THROENEDN-DTH L, B FEFETH 7208 ERIZIT
BADOFEOKRE EE W) B TEIIES 72,

XA FMOTEFICE L CTEESNLZDIX, T hL<A4F R 1255 ¥R 2 HFTEOFEM
ELTIEYD, XY TARATEBLTVLZH Y F) T2 ERAEMORLIE L2 ETH S,
CNRT VLYY R TICHEMN - T %5272 EHICEELRZDIE, 7ML~ A+ A 1#E
BDOBRMELBH, TLIHY F) T2 2BV ALE FMO P L E T 27200FE L LT, A—
Ay (BFFERT) &8 EHOREREEZFZRILLI-ZETH 5,
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