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Introduction

TheboardoftheSocietyofJapaneseLinguisticsconductedavoteregardingthe

changeofthenameoftheSocietyffomKokugoGakkai国 語 学 会toNihongoGakkai日

本 語 学 会inJanuary2003.Theresultwasasfbllows:

Allvotes1170.

Agree776(66.3%)

Disagree367(31.4%)

Bladkballots7

1nvalid20

Thusthenamechangewasapprovedbythem句orityofthemembersoftheSoci-

etyoftheJapaneseLinguistics。ThenewnameNihongoGakkaiwillbeinusef士om2004

whentheSocietycommemoratesitssixtiethanniversary.AsalinguistresidinginJapan,

Iamquitesuq)risedbythisdecisionalthoughIamnotamemberofthisSocietybeinga

memberoftheLinguisticSocietyofJapan.Whydidtheboardmemberssuggestthevote

fbrthenamechange?AndwhydidthemembersofthisSocietyagreewiththisproposal?

Isitanimpactofglobalization?Orisitnothingbutanoldbottlewithanewlabel?Inthis

paperIwilltrytoanalyzethereasonswhytheSocietyofJapaneseLinguisticsdecidedto

adoptthisnewname.

1.Thebeginning

The1997annualmeetingoftheSocietyofJapaneseLinguisticswasheldatthe

UniversityofYamagata.Atthatmeetingtheboarddistributedaquestio皿aireonthe

managementoftheSocietyofJapaneseLinguisticsincludingtheproposalofthename

Change.ThereWereOnlyl52reSpOnSeS.IntereStinglyenOU.gh,75%OfallSChOlarSWhO

filledinthequestio皿aire,indicatedtheirintentiontokeepthecurrentname,Kokugo

Gakkai.Buttheboardmemberswerefesolvedtohaveanotherlookatthisissue.Ac-

cordingtotheboardreport,thequestionnairecontainedaspacefbrf士eeresponse,where

twenty-sevenmembersstronglyo切ectedtothepresentnameKokugoGakkai,because

theword``んoん 〃go"(nationallanguage)meansnotJapanesebuttheir ,ownnationallan-

guagefbrfbreigner.Inadditiontotheambiguityofthenameκoん πgo,theJapaneselan-

guageisnotastudyo切ectexclusivelyfbrJapanesescholarsalone,manyfbreignersare

membersof.KokugoGakkai.
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Itseemsverystrangetomethatjusttwenty-sevenmembersof1520切ectedtothe

usageofnameKokugoGakkaiandthe75%of152supportedthesamenameKokugo

Gakkaiinl997.Butonlysixyearslater,in2003,asIhavejustdemonstratedabove,al-

mosttwothirdsofthel170membersconsentedtotheproposaltochangethenameofthe

SocietyoftheJapaneseLinguistics,丘omKokugoGakkaitoNihongoGakkai.Whydid

theboardoftheSocietyofJapaneseLinguisticsconductthevotefbrchangingthename

inthefirstplace?AndwhydidthemembersoftheSocietyofJapaneseLinguisticsagree

totheproposal?

2.Background

Ithinkthatweshouldtakeintoconsiderationasocio-politicalbackgroundofthis

situation.Accordingtomyobservations」thereareatleastthreemainfbrcesworkingin

thisbackground.Thefirstoneistheadversereactiontothetem1んoん 〃or肋 η∫(meaning

"nation"or"national")a丘ertheSecondWorldWarinJapan
.Thesecondonemaybeat-

tributedtotheinfluenceofrenamingthenameffomtheJapaneseSocietyofEthnology

(NihonMinzokuGakkai日 本 民 族 学 会)astheJapaneseSocietyofCulturalAnthropology

(NihonBunkaJinruigakkai日 本 文 化 人 類 学 会).Finally,thethirdonemaybeduetothe

practicalreasonthatuniversitiesinJapanareacceptingmanyfbreignstudents,mainly

丘omotherAsiancoulltries.

Itiswell一 ㎞o宙nthatJapanwascalledtheEmpireofGreatJapan(DaiNippon

Teiko㎞ 大 日本 帝 国)befbretheend6fSecondworldwaLAtthattimetheofncialaca-

demicnameinJapanesefbrJapanesehistorywasんoん 〃8痂``nationalhistory."κo肋8腕was

basedontheEmperor-centricviewofhistory(ん δんoん〃3痂 初 η 皇 国 史 観).AftertheSecond

WorldWar,Japanbecameademocraticcountry.Intheheydayofthedemocraticenthu-

siasm,thebasicviewofhistorywaschanged丘omtheEmperor-centrictothepeople-

centric伽'η5褫3腕 初 η 民 衆 史 観or抑 〃2∫η3痂 肋 η 人 民 史 観)apparentlyundertheimpact

ofMan(istideas.Therefbre,itwasverynaturalthatthete㎜ んoん翻"nationalhistory"

hadbeenchangedtoanewdemocraticandneutraltermη 論oη3痂"Japanesehistory."But

thiste㎜inologicalchangeinthe且eldofhistoryhadnoimpactonphilologyasthete㎜s

んoん〃go(nationallanguage)andんoん 〃わ〃ηgoん 〃``NationalLiterature,"werestillinusedur-

ingthedecadeimmediatelyfbllowingtheSecondWorldWar(1945-54).

As飽rasthete㎜ 肋 肋goisqoncemed,KameiTakashi亀 井 孝,whowasoneofthe

leadingJapaneselinguistsinthetwentiethcentury,alreadysuggestedthete㎜Nihongo

gakuinsteadofんoん 〃gogα 初inl938.However,nobodytookhisproposalseriouslyatthe

time.Butin1996LeeY60unsukイ ・ヨ ン ス ク,1whowasastudentofKameiatHitotsu-

b包shiUniversity,presentedahistoricalanalysisofthete㎜ んoん〃go,whichwasintroduced

byUedaKazutoshi上 田 万 年astheonlyacceptabledesignationofthestandardJapanese

languagearound1900.Itisveryimpoれanttonotethatthenegativeaspectsofthete㎜

orconceptofんoん 〃gohavebeenemphasizedbyseveralscholarssuchasYasudaToshiaki

安 田敏 朗,OsaShizue長 志 珠 絵andKomoriYbichi小 森 陽 一,aswellasLeeY60unsuk

イ ・ヨ ン ス ク,sincethemidl990s.Itisquiteapparentthattheirpublicationshadastrong

inHuenceonthemembersoftheSocietyofJapaneseLinguistics.

Iwouldliketosuggestthattherewasalsoanotherreasonfbrchangingthename
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oftheSocietyofJapaneseLinguistics.Aprecedentfbrachangeofanamefbranaca-

demicsocietyin∫apanhasalreadybeenpreviouslycreatedbytheboardmembersofthe

JapaneseSocietyofEthnologyundertheleadershipofAokiTamotsu青 木 保whowas

thechairpersonofthatsocietyinl994.Hisproposalinvolvedthenamechangefヒomthe

JapaneseSocietyofEthnology(NihonMinzokuGakkai)totheJapaneseSocietyofCul-

turalAnthropology(NIhonBunkaJinruiGakkai).Althoughalmostalltheboardmem-

bersagreedwiththisproposal,theydecideditwasnecessarytoobtainsupportffomthe

membersoftheSociety.Butthemembersdidnotacceptthisproposal.Thusinl997the

boarddecidedthatthenamechangeshouldbepostponeduntilthemoreappropriateoc-

casion.However,thisoccasionoccurredjustfburyearslateLNamihiraEmiko波 平 恵 美

子,thechairpersonoftheJapaneseSocietyofEthnologyatthistime,hasagainproposed

thenamechangein2001duetothedrasticchangesinthehighereducationsystemin

Japan;namely,theintroductionofagencysystem(勧'倣 α)ofnationaluniversitiesand

theprioritygiventothetop-thirtyuniversitiesinthebudget,etc.Atthistime,themem-

bersoftheJapaneseSocietyofEthnologyacceptedthenamechangewiththe573vo重es

infavoroutof648(88.4%)althoughonly30%ofthemembersvoted.Eventuallythe

newname,theJapaneseSocietyofCu.lturalAnthropology,startedtobeusedf士omApril

2004.TheprocessofthenamechangefbrtheJapaneseSocietyofEthnologywasalmost

simultaneouswiththesimilarcaseattheSocietyofJapaneseLinguistics,althoughtheir

backgroundsareslightlydiffbrent.However,itseemstomethatthesamemotivationWas

hiddenbehindthenamechangeprocessinbothcases.Ithasbeendone,Ithink,underthe

extemalpressure.

Inmyopinion,theabove-mentionedextemalpressuretowardsthenamechange

hasbeenthemostinHuentialandcrucialfbrmembersoftheSocietyofJapaneseLin-

guistics.Apa面omthereactionagainsttheideologicalbiasofthete㎜ んoん〃go,asI

havealreadypointedout,thereisapracticalreasonagainstthete㎜ 厭 〃go.Therehave

beenmanyfbreignstudentsmainlyf士omAsiancountriesemolledatJapaneseuniversities

since1990s.For飼reigners,thete㎜ 鯒 〃go"nationallanguage"isambiguous,because

theんoん 〃gofbrKoreanstudentsmeanstheKoreanlanguage,andfbrChinesestudentsit

meanstheChineselanguage.ItissignificantthatthenamesfbrtheJapaneselanguagede-

partmentsatuniversitiesaroundJapanhaveacleartendencytobechangedfヒomKokugo

Gakka国 語 学 科(DepartmentofNationalLanguage)toNihongoGakka日 本 語 学 科(De-

partmentofJapaneseLanguage).Ipresentbelowthefbllowingstatistics:

1992

2002

KokugoGakka

65universities(66%)

29universities(28%)

NihongoGakka

34universities(349る)

74universities(72%)

Thistrendisdiffbrentffomthenamechangefヒomんoん 〃5所toη 漉oη 訥1,whichis

basedontheintemalmotivationintheheydayofdemocracyinthepostwaryears.Inother

words,itisduetoanexternalfactor.Therefbre,wemayconsiderthiskindofchangetobe

aresultoftheglobalizationimpact,whichisthemainthemeofthissymposium.
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3.Thedebate

Thestartingpointfbrthenamechange,asIhavementionedabove,wastheannual

meetinginl997.TherewasalongdiscussiononthisissueintheJournaloftheSociety

ofJapaneseLinguistics,んo初gogα ん〃,sincel999.Itseemstomethattherearetwomain

issueswhicharecloselyrelatedwitheachother.First,isκo肋gogα ん〃identicalto刀 劾oη 一

gog・盈 〃?Andsecond,canη 劾o〃gogoん 〃beusedasthecomprehensivete㎜fbrtheJapa-

neselanguagestudiesinsteadofんoんz∫go9α んz4?

Generallyspeaking,んoん 〃gogo勧is,ontheonehand,aphilologicalanddiachronic

stu.dyoftheJapaneselanguage;e.g.,astudyoftheJapaneseIanguageintheNaraperiod

orHeianperiod.Ontheotherhand,η 漉oη909α んz4isadescriptiveandsynchronicstudyof

theJapaneselanguage;e.g.astudyontheusageanddif飴rencebetweentheparticleWA

andGAinModemJapanese.ShibataTakeshi柴 田 武,ProfbssorEmeritusoftheUniver-

sityofTokyo,whoconductedresearchmainlyontheJapanesedialectology,suggested

theneedfbrtwodi脱rentorganizations;i.e.,onefbrJapaneseLinguisticsandtheother

fbrJapanesePhilology.IpersonallysupPortedhissuggestionasarationalsolutiontothis

problem.ButthemembersoftheSocietyofJapaneseLinguisticshaveneveracceptedthis

suggestionbecauseofthedeclineinnumbersofJapanesephilologists.

FortheordinaryJapanesepeople,んoん 〃goisanessentialsu切ectinprimaryschool,

middleschoolandhighschool.Therefbre,theordinaryJapanesepeoplefbelthedif艶r-

encebe杁veenんoんz4gofbraJapanesestudentand加 乃o〃gofbra食)reignstudent.Thisat-

titudestillremainslargelyunchanged.Ihaveneverheardthattheboardmemberofthe

Societyof∫apaneseLinguisticsadvocatesachangeofnamefヒomんoん 〃gotoη 劾o〃goin

theprimaryandsecondarylevelsofeducationin∫apan.Althoughthissituationcontinues

intheJapaneseeducationalsystem,themembersoftheSocietyofJapaneseLinguistics

chosethete㎜NihongoGakkai.Itseemstomethatthememberssuccumbedtotheinter-

nationalGlobalizationpressure.

4.Conclusion

Durirlgtheprocessofglobalization,theprincipleofcompetitionhasbeenintro-

ducedtoacademe.Accordingtothisprinciple,theacademicfieldinwhichthenumber

ofscholarsdeclinesshouldbeeithereliminatedormergedintothemorecomprehensive

studyfield.Asaresult,changingnamesofuniversities,facultiesanddepartmentsoc-

curredffequentlyintheW6sterncountries.Forexample,inAustralia,departmeptsof

JapaneseStudiesweremergedeitherwithdepartmentsofEastAsianStudiesorwith

departmentsofAsianStudies.Nobodycanstopthiscurrenttrendinacademe,andJapan

isnoexceptiontothisgeneralruleofdevelopment.

IthinkthatthemembersoftheSocietyof∫apaneseLinguisticsincludingboard

membersclearlyunderstandthecolltrastbetweenんoん ㍑goand刀 劾o刀go,andthedif琵r-

encesbetweenんoん 〃gogα ん〃andη ∫乃oηgog盈 〃.Butnoneofthemwantedtosplitthepres-

entJapanesesocietyintotwopa丘s.Fu曲e㎜ore,allmembersalsorealizethenegative

aspectofthetermんoんz4go9α んz4inthehistoricalperspective.IfonesupPortsstronglythe

te㎜ 厭 〃gogα ん〃,theothermembers,especiallycomparativelyyoungmemberswho
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werebomLaftertheρndofSecondW6rldWar,wouldconsiderthispersonasanultra-con-

servativeandevenanimperialist.Moreover,theprivateuniversitiesareactivelyrecruit-

ingfbreignstudentsinordertosurviveintheeraofthedecliningPopulationofeighteen

yearsoldinJapanwhowouldbeprospectivestudents.Underthesecircumstancesthe

membersdidnotwanttodemonstratetheirovertsupportfbrんoん 〃gogα 初.Therefbre,

therewasnoalternativechoice-andthisismyinevitableconclusion.

Whatisthenexttarget?Itislikelyunderstandablethatthenexttargetwillbe

んo肋 わ〃ηgαん〃``JapaneseLiterature."Canyouimaginethatthenamechange丘om

KokubunGakkaitoNihonbunGakkaiwouldalsooccurinthenearfUture?
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APPENI)IX

(1)Theresultsoftheboardmembers'voteinDecember20,2002areprovidedhere.Thereare
altogether50boardmembersofKokugoGakkai.Theboard'sdecisiontoconductavotewasmade

onNovember9,2002.

Vbte

Agree

Disagre6

0ther

Non-voter

48

35(70%)

11(22%)

2

2

(2)AchartshowingthechronologyofnamechangebytheJapaneseSocietyofEt㎞ology(JSE).

1994ThechaiΦerson,TamotsuAokiproposedthenamechangeattheboardmeeting.November

1994.The且rstvotefbrnamechangehasbeenconducted.Theresultw㊨sasfbllowing:
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Allvotes876

Agree632(72%)

Disagree131(15%)

Nodecisionll3(13%)

October1995.InthespecialmeetingofJSEdedicatedfbrthenamechange,MitsuoNakamura

中 村 光 男,ProfbssoroftheChibaUniversityatthattime,proposedthesus亘ensionofvotinguntil

thepla皿ingcommitteefbrfUtureofJSEwouldbesetupandpursueasolutionfbrthisproblem.

Nakamuraproposalwasapprovedbythemember'svote1470utof249.

February1997.Theplamingcommitteefbr負1turehasconductedavoteregardingthename

change.Theresultwasasfbllowing:

Allvotes .670

NIHONMrNZOKUGAKKAI日 本 民族 学会244(36.4%)

NIHONBUNKAJrNRUIGAKKAI日 本 文化人類学会243(36.3%)

NIHONMINZOKUGAKU-BUNKAJINRUIGAKKAI日 本 民族学文化人類学会

103(15.4%)

NIHON-SHAKAIBUNKAJrNRUIGAKKAI目 本 社会文化人類学会43(6.4%)

Others .37(5.5%)

Accordingtothisresult,thenamechangewasnotapproved.

Fel)ruary2003.TheboardofJSEconductedavotefbrnamechangeagain.Theresultwasas

fbllowing:

Allvotes.594

NIHON-BUNKAJINRUIGAKKAI日 本 文 化 人 類 学 会343

BUNKA皿NRUIGAKKAI文 化 人 類 学 会141

BUNKA皿NRUIGAKU-MINZOKUGAKKAI文 化 人 類 学 民 族 学 会74

0thers29

Blankballots7

Consequently,themembersofJSEapprovedthenamechangeattheannualmeetinginMay

2003,asImentionedabove.

∠置cκπo抄 」8㎏ 〃28πお:Thispaperisaslightlyrevisedversionofapaperpresented'attheInternational

sy卑posiumon"Globalization,LocalizationandJapaneseStudiesintheAsia-Paci且cRegion"held

atSydneyUniversity,on10-13N6vember2003.IwouldliketoexpressmysincerethankstoAli-

sonTbldtaandSashaVbvinfbrtheirinsightfUlcommentsonearlierdra丘softhispaper.Needlessto

say,anyerrorsandshortcomingsinthepaperaremine.


